On The Eve Of Armageddon
nations of the world. Claims will be put forth that man has at last solved the long problems of the ages and
created a perfect form of international government. And then“When they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction comes upon them, as travail upon
a woman with child; and they shall not escape.” 1 Thessalonians 5:1
Like a furious tornado will the storm of the wrath of an offended God burst upon those who have
despised His mercy. “In the latter days” it shall do its work, falling grievously upon the head of the wicked.
(Jeremiah 23:19, 20.) The earth will be strewn from end to end with the bodies of the slain of the Lord, as
“dung upon the ground.” (Jeremiah 25:31-33.) The great and mighty, the nobles and princes, are called
upon to howl and mourn over their impending ruin.
“Howl, you shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, you principal of the flock: for
the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished; and you shall fall like a pleasant
vessel. And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape!’ Jeremiah
25:34, 35.
This is the final doom of the rebellious race.
“Your hand shall find out all Your enemies: Thy right hand shall find out those that hate Thee.
Thou shall make them as a fiery oven in the time of Your anger: the Lord shall swallow them up in His
wrath, and the fire shall devour them. Their fruit shall Thou destroy from the earth, and their seed from
among the children of men!” Psalms 21:8-10.
DASHED IN PIECES LIKE A POTTER’S VESSEL
While the heathen are raging and the people imagining a vain thing, while rulers plot and kings
devise impotent devices, then“He that sits in the heavens shall laugh: and the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall He
speak unto them in His wrath, and vex them in His sore displeasure.” “Thou shall break them with a rod of
iron; Thou shall dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” Psalms 2:4, 5, 9.
In this manner the long controversy between God and man will close. There is no other prospect
than this for a sin-cursed and impenitent race which persists in sin.
The race which obstinately continues its rebellion, and thus makes itself the enemy of God, cannot
hope for life. For when Christ shall come to decide the controversy, then “a fire goes before Him, and
burns up His enemies round about.” Psalms 97:1
“The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of His wrath. He shall judge
among the heathen, He shall fill the places with the dead bodies; He shall wound the heads over many
countries.” Psalms 110:5, 6.
STRUCK WITH DIVINE JUSTICE
Similar to this is the instruction given to Ezekiel. After he beholds the terrible wrath of God
poured out upon the nations which then existed, his eye pierces the future to the events of “the latter years.”
And there, in connection with the consummation of the great controversy between a rebellious race and its
Creator, he sees the countless foes of God marshaling themselves to battle against Jehovah, like the
gathering of a great tempest. But he also sees them met with the fearful fury and vengeance of a despised
God, who rains upon them “hailstones, fire, and brimstone,” while at the same time He summons all the
fowls of heaven and the beasts of the earth to come and gorge themselves upon the flesh of His enemies,
the great and mighty of the earth, who have been struck with divine justice. (Ezekiel 38:3-9, 17-22.)
In the vision of Daniel the kingdoms of the earth are represented by a great image, grand and
imposing, the materials of which degenerate in character until from the head of gold we descend, through
silver, brass, and iron, to the feet made of a mixture of iron and clay. And then, with a suddenness which
takes the world unawares, a great stone, thrown by unseen hands with terrible velocity, strikes the colossal
image on its feet, and crushes it all to powder, a powder which is driven and scattered by the whirlwinds
and tempests of God’s wrath until not a vestige of it remains, while the stone which overthrows the
kingdoms of the world becomes a great mountain which fills all the earth.
THE RESISTLESS MIGHT OF AN OFFENDED GOD
Here is foreshadowed the fact that earth’s kingdoms would degenerate, and the character of the
race become so sinful that the resistless might of an offended God would at last smite them, and thus bring
about their utter extermination, while their destruction would be followed by a better order of things in the
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