
Chapter 44 

The Greatest Rescue 
of All lime 

I
'm sorry to tell you Bops)' has 
leukemia." The doctor choked up a:-. 
he spoke. 

"Oh no! " the 26· year-o ld 
mother sobbed. 
"How long does he hawT' the 

child's fa th er asked. 
"Only a few weeks at best. r'm so 

sorry. I wish 1 had beHer news." 
Back at home the boy's mother 

thought or an idea. "Bops)'. have you 
ever thought about what you'd like to 
bel.:ome when you grow upT 

"A fireman ." The child smiled al 
his mother. 

Another thought came 10 her. She 
went to visit the local fire department 
In Phoenix and explained abollt her 
son's final wish. "Could you take him 
for a ride around the block in a fire en­
gine?" she asked. 

Fireman Bob had a big heart . "No," 
he sa id. "We'll do better than thaI. 
Bring him nex t Wednesday and we' ll 
make him an honorary fireman for the 
whole day. He can eat with us and 
go out on calls with all the firemen. If 
you give me his measurements, we'll 

special-order him a fireman's outfit, 
, .. ith boots and helmel made 10 fit. The 
helmet will not be a toy. but the rea l 
th ing. wil h the Phoen ix fireman's em­
blem on il. They're manufact ured here 
in Phoenix. so we ' ll rush -order them." 

Three days later Flfeman Bob came 
to the hospitaL dressed Bops)' in his 
fireman's uniform, and escorted him 
out to the parking lot. They hoarded a 
hook and ladder truck. and Bopsy got 
to help sleer it on the way to the fire 
statIon. He was in heaven! His dream 
had come true! Three fire calls came 
that day. Bopsy went out on different 
trucks to all three . He rode in the 
paramediC 'S van and the fire chief 's 
car. and TV stations videotaped him 
for local news. He had so much fun that 
he lived three months longer than the 
doctors expected. 

Then "one night a ll of his vita l 
signs began to drop dramatica ll y, and 
the head nurse, who believed in the 
Hospice concept that no one should 
die alone, began to call the family 
members to the hospital. Then she re­
membered the day Bopsy had spent as 

539 

THE GREATEST R ESCUE OF ALL TIM E 

a fi reman, So she called the fire chief 
and asked if it would be possible 
to send a fireman in uniform to the 
hospital to be with Bopsy as he made 
his transition. 

"The chief replied. 'We can do bet ­
tcr than that. We 'll be there in five min­
utes. Will you please do me a fa\'o r'! 
When you hear the sirens screaming 
and see the lights flashing, will YOli an­
nounce over the PA system that there is 
not a fire? It' s just the fire department 
coming to see one of its finest members 
one more time, And will you open the 
windO\v 10 his room'? Thanks.' 

"About five minutes later a hook 
and ladder truck arri ved al the hosp ita l. 
extended its ladder up to Hopsy's 
thi rd-floor open window, and 14 fire ­
men and two fire women climbed up 
the ladder into Bopsy 's room. With his 
mother' s pennission, they hugged him 
and held him and told him how much 
they loved him. 

'",\lith his dying breath. Bopsy 
looked up at the fire chief and said. 
'Chief, am I really a fireman now?' 

·'"Bopsy. you are,' the chicf said. 
"With those words. Bopsy smiled 

and c losed his eyes for the lasl time.'" 
What love poured out to the child 

from those firefighters! It offers just a 
little insight into the great love God 
poured out in Jesus Christ for us all. 
Jesus didn't come to earth because He 
wanted to become human, but because 
humanity needed a Saviour. He came 
for others and not for Himself. Our 
Saviour came to die. Now the heal1beal 
of the New Testament throbs with the 
glorious fact that He will return again. 
An average of one verse in every 25 
speaks of this future. 

The Importance of Calvan 
As we stand in the simdows of 

Calvary. looking up to Ihat wonderful 
Man hanging from the cross, we hear 
those words of triumph. "It is finished" 
(Jolm 19:30). They put hi story into a 
completely different perspective. Gone 
are dreams of human beings as the ar­
biters of the ir own destinY-for, if they 
are, why this Man's death? Vanished 
are the dreams of unlimited self-fu lfill ­
ment, because Christ came from out­
side history to bring to humans that 
which they do nol have in themselves 
and, therefore, could not work oul by 
themselves. Also disappeared is hu­
manity's ultimate despai r. His tory is 
nOI careening off course toward nu­
clear holocaust. Instead of being under 
the mushroom cloud, hi story lies be­
neath the falJout of Calvary. The end of 
this Man ushered in the beginning for 
all other humans. 

History moves relentlessly toward 
its rendezvous with destiny- meeting 
Christ rather than human improvement 
or extinction. The fact of this Mall shat­
ters all possibil ities. for good or evi l, 
that human beings can control their 
own future. Human destiny is grounded 
in the life and '\lork of the Man Jesus, 
and not in any other human. The world 
moves inexorably toward the unfolding 
of what has already been completely re­
alized in the life of Jesus as a Man 
among humanity. Within His life is 
wrapped up the decisively detemlining 
factor of all human history . He brought 
humanity in Himself through a glorious 
resurrection to the other side. It iSjuSI a 
malt~r of time until all His followers 
stand within their own resurrection or 
translation. He's coming for both. 
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The future has :11ready been IJved 
III the past- in Jesus Christ. He fl! ­

ceived the final Pentecost- the unlim­
ited outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Thai 
launched Him on a mission that 
brought the close of probation to the 
people of His lifetime. Then He 
plunged into the greatest time of trou­
ble that ended in the holocaust of 
Ca1\'a1)'. That end shattered all human 
endeavors to usurp the reins of world 
destiny. True, many have tried since. 
but His life and death spoke the final 
word over our world. It is His planet. 
He won it back from the hands that had 
wfenched it from Him in Eden. Love 
bore long with rebel creatures. both an­
ge lic and human. But here at the cross 
their hellish plan lay fully and forever 
exposed. The Man Jesus died a con­
queror. Paying the price, He earned 
back the righl to ownership of Planet 
Earth. Soon it wi ll b~ a new earth . II is 
just a matter of lime, that's all. 

And no one CJn change th is fact. 
No tyrant can reach up and grab the 
world from His grasp. It remains firmly 
and forevcr in the hands of the 
Crucified One. None can undo Calvary 
anymore than they can undo their birth. 
Both are irreversib le. irrepealable acts. 
Thus the goal of human history camc at 
Calvary. There humanity reached into 
the heights. For therc God died for hu­
manity. Could there be any more con­
crete revelation of God's utt er 
compassion and concern for the race? 
Since the cross. we live in time fi lled 
by the victory of Calvary-time deter­
mined by that goal. Hence. whether 
they know it or not, humanity does not 
merely advancc toward a hoped-for 
goal in some distant day, with the pos-

sibility that it may never came. No! 
Humanity moves triumphantly from a 
goal Jesus has already reached . 

That is the good news of the cross. 
It has wi th in its very grasp the Second 
Advent. Because He died and rose 
again, He will return . Because He died, 
His people will live . And because He 
came to His end, they have a new be­
ginning- in Him. 

Can Humans DeJay the AdVent? 
"That' s all well and good," some­

one may protest. "} can see Christ 
bought hack the \vorld at the cross. But 
why hasn 'I He come to claim it? If I 
purchased a new car, I wouldn ' t wait a 
day to claim it, wou ld you? How come 
He has waited nearly 2,000 years?" 

Good question. Although we see in 
the New Testament a development from 
immanency to delay- for example, be­
tween Firsl and Second Thessalonians 
(2 Thess. 2:1-3)-il 'S also true that im­
manency never really fully leaves the 
New Testament. Even in the last book, 
Revelation, written toward the end of 
the first century, John, the last surviving 
disciple, signed ofT the biblical canon 
with the words "Yes, 1 am coming 
soon" (Rev. 22:20). 

Such focus on the immediacy of 
the Advent has concerned many 
Christians. They want to believe the 
authenticity of 5uch promises, but 
1,900 intervening years worry them. 
Could Jesus have been wrong after all? 
Was Albert Schweitzer right when he 
believed that Jesus made His promises 
to return but died a deluded man? Will 
He ever really return? Various ideas 
have deve loped to answer these qlle~­
tions. The theory of a delayed return IS 
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one. Its proponents belie\·e Jesus is 
waiting for His people to mature. to de­
velop to a particular degree of readi­
ness for His coming to take place. 

The deepest problem with sllch an 
idea is that God has never waited for 
such developments before, whether 
destroying cities such as Sodom and 
Gomorrah (Gen. 19) or the world at 
the ti llle of the Flood (Gen. 6, 7). 
Whether we're ready or not , Jesus wi ll 
return. That's why He compares the 
kingdom to ten virgins, half of them 
foolish who never make it into the 
wedding (MatI. 25: I 0-13). Elsewhere 
He says that one will be taken and an­
othcr left (MatI. 24:40-44), suggesting 
that His coming will find some rcady 
and others nol. Some even remind Him 
of the good deeds they performed, to 
which He replies, ·'1 never knew you" 
(Mall. 7:22, 23). 

Christ's parabies mention de lav. 
When the Bridegmom did not arfl\:e 
immediately, a ll the virgins slept (Matt. 
25:5), and a servant says that his 
Master delays His coming (Matt. 
24:48). No\\' put with these the Ellen 
White statement "Jt was not the will of 
God that the coming of Christ should 
be so long delayed and His people re­
main so many years in th is world of sin 
and sorrow." ; What do we have? It 
seems the Lord has postponed His 
coming. Has He, Ihough? 

I. The Date Is Set 
Many give dates for the Second 

Advent. William Miller eventually 
thought it \vould be October 22 , 1844. 
Lutheran minister Johann Bengel in 
Gennany set a date within a few years 
of Miller's.J Other suggestions popped 

up during the early days of the Advent 
movement. In recent times, as we saw 
in a previous chapter, Jubilee calendar 
proponents set dates, ignoring the fact 
that the ann ual Jubilee of ancient Israel 
has nothing to do with prophecy. Aad 
Verbeck , Jan Wcstein, and Piet 
Westein announced the discovery of 
what they cons idered an imponant time 
prophecy in Revelation 9: 1-12. The 
J 50-year period found there, they be­
lieve, reaches from 1844 10 1994. They 
conclude, "It means nothing more or 
less. th an the time of Christ" 5 second 
coming is apparently recorded in the 
Bible. '" But the period has passed and 
Christ is still not here . 

"Many Adventists have felt that 
unless they could fix their faith upon a 
definite time for the Lord's coming, 
they could not be zealous and diligent 
in the work of preparation ... ," Ellen 
White warns. "Those who persist in 
this error wil l at last fix upon a dale too 
far in thc future for the coming of 
Christ. Thus they will be led to rest in a 
false security. and many will not be un­
deceived un til it is too late.'" 

God the Father knows cverything 
(Job37:16;Ps.139:1-18: 147 '5'1 John 
3:20), including fhe S~cond 'Advent 
date (Matt . 24:36). He could have re­
vealed it to humanilY, but He didn't. 
He rcalizes that if we knew the time. 
we'd probably wait untilJusI before the 
evcnt to get ready. That would be dan­
gerous, because we cou ld di e before 
that date. or if alive. wait too [ate. More 
than that, being ready for the Second 
Advent is the same as fitness for it. It 
takes time and is not the work of a mo­
ment. Exceptions do exist. of course, 
such as the thief on the cross. but that 
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was for someone \Vho didn"t know 
about Jesus unt il then. nol for a 
Christian who puts preparation offunlil 
the last moment. 

The fact that God knows the end 
from the beginning should not suggest 
determinism or a type of fa tal ism. God 
docs not predestinate. Of predetcm1me, 
human destiny against human vohlion. 
Nor does He arbitrarily set the return 
date. On the other hand. humans can­
not- in the ult imate sense- hasten or 
delay that date either- at leas t in the 
absolute sense. Or else Christ may 
never come. 

Ye t. it's not fully correct to say, as 
Dav id J. Bosch did , "miss ion may 
never be regarded as precondition or 
prerequisite for the coming of the end, 
neither may the church hasten the end 
through he r missionary fe rvor. Mission 
is no hand on the clock of the world ." ~ 
The fact 1S, both divine detenllinism 
and human delay are \00 one-sided. 

2. T he Balan ced Pos ition 
Neithe r God nor human beings 

have the sale inp~1t into the Second 
Advent date decision. Rather, God's 
foreknowledge took into consideration 
all of human haste ning and delay ing 
and Simply fed all the data into His 
computer (to use an anthropomorphic 
illust ration) to get the appropriate 
printout date. His advent will, there­
fore. take place at the best time, in 
wh ich He takes into consideration both 
His foreknowledge and human hasten­
ing and delaying. Neither solely deter­
mines the date, operating in a vacuum 
as if the o ther did not ex ist. 

I f humans could really hasten Ihc 
Advent by themse lves, Ch ristians 

would face th~ grcates~ salvation_by_ 
works emphas1s e\'er- 111 spite of the 
gospel. On the other hand, if humanity 
cou ld really delay the Advent by them_ 
selves, then the present generation on 
our planet must represent the terrible 
lack of preparation and delaying that 
previol1s generations experienced. So, 
in heaven, the final generation will need 
to thank those prior generations for the 
miserable lives they li ved to deJay the 
Advent and which gave them a chance 
at birth- and heaven . And if such a 
thing were true, then the final genera· 
tion would be an unexpected or un­
planned-for one- there mere ly due to 
human delaying and not to God's plan­
ning. Such thinking posits a second· 
class status to God's end·time people. 

The fact of the matter is that God 
planned for everyone who enters 
heaven. Indeed , He lo\'es the world 
(John 3:16). All come within His di­
vine will, and He loves all equally. The 
fact that time lingers does not oppose 
His wil\, and therefore His love for all 
humanity. He simply longs fo r all to be 
saved and gives time for the work of 
salvation to reach its logical concIu· 
sian. "The Lord is not slow in keeping 
h is promise, as some understand slow­
ness. He is patient with you, not want­
ing anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance. But the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief" (2 Peter 
3:9, 10). Note the balance between 
(I) divine forbearance and (2) human 
unexpectedness of the Advent. 

T hreefold Dimension of 
Last-Da" Events 

Esch~t ol ogy, or final events, are 
not unidimensionCll, that is, having to 
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do solely with the future. In the light of 
the cross they are three-dimensional. 
We can speak of the end that has al ­
ready arrived , an end that is present, 
and an end to come. No vacuum exists 
between the promise to come and the 
delay to fulfill it. The coming Christ 
fiUs present time. He is on His way. 

Early one morning at the Skogs­
borg Sanitarium in Sweden I awoke 
surprised to sec it light at about 2:00 
a.m. II was the morn ing J wanted to 
take a picture of a sunrise above the 
sea. So, dressing quickly, I rushed ou t 
10 set up the tripod and prepare my 
camera. Then came the longest wail 
I've ever had in picture tnk ing. The 
light from the east began to spread 
across the horizon until fina ll y, after 

I about an hour, the sun rose above the 
horizon. In Man ila I've seen the sun 
pop up in a few moments by compari­
son. Not in Sweden. J took the picture 
and went back to bed. 

Years later I a\voke in the nigh t 
with a though t Have you ever done 
that? At suc h times I've said, "Oh, I'll 
remember that in the morning," only to 
find that T didn't have a clue what it 
was when I woke. Have you also done 
that? So that night I wrote down the 
idea, then went back to sleep. The next 
morni ng I began to \vri te it out. It be­
came an article published by These 
Time.~. ' Here' s a synopsis of il. 

Just as every day has a sunrise that 
precedes it , so the coming eternal day 

I has a sunrise too. The light of that sun· 
rise began to show in the eaSlern hori­
zon when Jesus rose from the grave on 
Resurrection Sunday. It continued to 
cast light across the horizon as Jesus 
returned as the Spirit of C hrist a t 

Pentecost (John 14: \5-1 H; Acts 2) and 
its extension through history eve r 
since. The dav.'n is getting brigh ter as 
we move closer to Christ's appear­
a.nce- when we will sec the Son (I 
Thess. 4: 16-18). In this way the whole 
New Testament is the dawn of the eter­
nal day. It means, in a qualified sense, 
that Christ is already on His way. 

No one can stop Christ's coming 
anymore than anyone can prevent a sun­
rise. Have you ever tried to stop a boul· 
der pounding down the mountain toward 
you'? Or havc you ever tried to jump oul 
of a roller coaster and halt it before il 
plunges down the big one"? "'Never," you 
say. So it is with the Second Advent. No 
onc can block Christ's coming! For, 
properly understood, it has three dimen­
sions: past. present, and fu ture. To look 
solely to the future dimension is to lose 
the full picrure . 

Scholars have not always recog­
nized this fact. C. H. Dodd emphasized 
the past dimension in his "real ized es· 
chatology," and Rudolph Bultmann fo­
cused on the present wi th his "timeless 
eschatology," or "existential eschatol­
ogy." Jtirgen Moltmann zeroes in on 
the future with his "proleptic eschatol ­
ogy." But what is the bibl ical scenario? 

Patently the New Testament docu­
ments have a shi ft ing emphasis . The 
earliest writings, such as I Thessa­
lon ians, speak of Jesus as almost here 
(I Thess. 4:13·18; 5:4, 23). Paul un· 
doubted ly believed then that he would 
be alive to see Jesus retum. But the 
Lo rd showed him othem'ise, so in his 
second leiter he corrected his earlier 
optimism. There must pass enough 
time for a counterfeit anti-Christ sys­
tem to develop (2 Thess. 2:1-8). 
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We do not move toward the end, de· 
laying Of hasteni ng i1. as ifhumans haw 
a great contribution to make or as i f the 
rei ns are really dangling from heaven 
and fall into our hands. Ordinary human 
hands were not the ones nai led to the 
cross. His hands were. He alone earned 
Ihe right to control world events. And 
He unfolds all others precisely out of 
that past event. For, in one sense and in 
a very delenninali ve way, what was en­
folded within that pivotal event is what 
is being unfolded now in time. 

All last-day end events issue out of 
that Calvary cnd event. 

"Well." some might question. "if 
that is so, was Pentecost or th e sending 
of the Holy Spirit an end eve nt'! Iso', 
this, after aiL the fulfillment of His 
promise to return? Doesn't thi s explain 
th e supposed delay much better? Isn't 
it a fact that the immediacy of Pente­
cost maintained the immediacy of the 
return? He came through the Spirit 50 
days after He left:' 

But this overlooks the fact that the 
Bible never equates the two. In fact, it 
separa tes them. The Old Testament 
looked forward to the coming of both 
members of the Godhead-the Messiah 
(lsa. 7:4; cf. Matt. II :3), and the out­
pouring of the Spirit (Joel 2:28, 29) . 
The New Testament speaks of the ad­
vent of both the Spirit (John 14: J5-J 8 
and Christ (Malt. 24:30). We mustn 't 
confuse the two. 

Bultmann' s timeless eschatology 
subsumed all future reality within the 
present moment of encounter with the 
Spirit. He considered it personal, re­
peatable, and timeless. Thus the 
Second Advent promises receive their 
fulfillment every day the Spirit comes 

to a person. and it will always continue 
without any change. There is no future 
Advent day. It is just another day, like 
today . w ith endless ones to follow. 
Here the cross becomes meaningless. 
After all. could not God have come to 
us without sending His Son to live and 
die? Didn't He encounter people in the 
Old Testament? Doesn' t the life and 
work of Christ make a difference after 
all? The fact that He came and died 
gives specificity to His return. 

Moltmann 's proleptic eschatology 
focuses on the future to the detriment of 
the past and present. In fact , he proposes 
that Christ can do the unexpected, the 
startling new-cut off from His 
promises in the Bible. He takes this po­
sition in a supposed defense of God's 
sovereignty-God can do as He 
chooses. Yet any quest supporting God's 
future exerc ise of sovereil,'I11:y will, if 
severed from His pa<;t demonstration of 
sovereignty, prove no defense at all. It 
destroys what it sets out to defend. 

Scripture is balanced, recognizing 
all three dimensions. It roots the return 
of Christ in a past event of Christ . The 
end came \vhen Jesus cried out, " It is fin­
ished" (John 19:30). That is why 
Scripture repeatedly speaks of the end as 
already come. For example, ''Now once 
in the end of the world hath he [Christ} 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself " (Heb. 9:26. KJV); "the ends 
of the world are come" (1 Cor. 10:11, 
KJV); hence, "God . . . hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by his Son" (Heb. 
I :2, KJV); and "we know that it is the 
laST time" (1 John 2: 18, KJV). 

Two Pictures of the Second Advent 
There are five major passages on 
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th~ Second Advent in Revelation . We 
wil l c?osider two of them. In 
Revelation 14 He arrives on a white 
c lou~ as a "Son of man" with a crown 
?n HIS head . The crown is a slepitanos 
1~ th e Greek , that is, a laurel wreath of 
victory worn by the winner of an 
Olympic game. Three ange ls accom­
pany Chris!. I ca ll them the other three 
angel s of Re velation 14. The first three 
angels have a message (Rev. 14:6-J3 ). 
These three angels have a mission 
(verses. I 5-20). Christ and an angel 
have a SIck le. They come fO implement 
the double verdict (deliverance/de_ 
struction) of the pre-Advent judgment. 
The ~rs t angel calls for Chri st to "take 
the SIckle and reap" (verse 15) . Christ 
reaps the harvest of the righteous 
(verse 16). Then Revelation introduces 
the sec.ond angel, the one who has a 
sharp.~lckle (verse 17). The third angel 
calls m a loud voice to him who has 
t~e sharp sickle , ' Take your sharp 
Sickle and gather the clusters of grapes 
from the earth's vine'" (verse 18). To 
wh~m does the third angel speak­
Chnst or the second angel? For both 
have a sickle . Here is the answer. "The 
angel swung his sick le on the earth 
gathered its grapes and threw th em int~ 
the great winepress of God 's wrath" 
(verse 19). 

The vision pictures Christ as deliv­
ering. His people and the angel as de­
stroylO~ the WIcked . It is significant that 
Rev~latl.on docs nOI present Christ as 
eradlcatmg the wicked in this scene 
Rather, He comes as the SOil of man a~ 
a fe.'l?w human, with a laurel wre~th 
re~l1InJ.scent of His human victory for 
HIS bnde. 

In stark contrast. Revelation 19: I I 

sho\~s Chris! arriving on a white horse, 
leadmg an anny to make war. He wears 
many diadem crowns on His head, 
~rowns worn only by those of royal her­
Jt~ge. Here Christ returns as King of 
kings (verse 16), and as such He comes 
to destroy the enemies of His bride. 
Thus Revelation presents the Second 
Advent from two different perspectives. 
In .one, Chnst returns as a fellow human 
~emg who has been through the greatest 
hme of trouble, worse than any other 
ever end.ured by humans. He under­
s.lands HIS people in their future great 
tlme of trouble and returns to take them 
home. Christ also arrives as God to de­
feat. t~e wor~d conglomerate moving to 
annIhl ~at: HIS bride in the greatest res­
cue miSSIon of all ti me, an experience 
that. the ~edeemed will never forgel. 
C~st de"~ers His people and destroys 
their enemIes, and He actiVely imple­
ments t~e double verdict o f the pre­
Advent Judgment in His second advent. 
We are now ready to study the back­
~ound to this event and all that is 
Involved: Annageddon. 

Armageddon 
I. More Than a Middle 

East Confrontation 
Many Christians believe in the banle 

of Armageddon but hold numerous in­
terpretations. Most look for a Middle 
E.ast conflict in Palestine's Megiddo re­
g lon .. Multitudes nervously watch 
I~rae ll -Arab relations as the trigger [0 ig_ 
nite world ~estruction . After all, the oil 
stakes ~re high. But the Bible g ives a to­
tally different picture. Scripture speaks 
of Armageddon as the ultimate c1imax­
not between nations squabbling over oil , 
but between the two sides of the cosmic 
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controversy. It's a religious struggle, not 
economic or political. 

Berore the demise of Russian 
Communism, historian Arnold J. Toyn­
bee exposed the root crisis of today 
when he affirmed, "The fundamenta l 
conniet is not political but religious; 
and the dividing line between the two 
religious camps is not the present 
\vorld-encompassing political bound­
ary between Russian and an American 
sphere of political influence. The line 
cuts across the inward spiritual world 
within every li ving soul today~whal­
ever label of political citizenship may 
have been stamped on its body by the 
accident of birth:" Seventh-day 
Adventists believe the world is fast po­
larizing into two groups-those against 
God and those for Him, 

The global nature of the battle is 
clear from h\lO passages. Revelation 
14: 14-20 mentions the word "earth" 
four times. Revelation 16: 12- J 6 tells 
hO\v spiri ts of devils go to " th e kings of 
the whole world" to gather people to 
their side in the battle . Three counter­
feit messages call humanity 10 join 
Satan's side. The three angels ' mes­
sages go to the whole \vorld (Rev. 
14:6-12) to summon people to join 
Christ's side in the battle. Here we 
have two global missions. Three spi rits 
of devi ls and the three angelic messen­
gers gather the world for the same bat­
tle in the end-time. 

2. Presentation of the Battle 
in Revelation 

When John has something impor­
tant to say, he repeats the point, and the 
repetition expands his thinking. That is 
true in his presentatlOn of Annageddon. 

The first mention of the end-time battle 
occurs in one verse (Rev. 12: 17). Satan 
is angry against the church and goes to 
wage war againsl her. This passage fo­
cuses on his anger al the end-time 
church. He is out to destroy end-time 
saints. Chapter 13 describes his battle 
against it. Chapters 15- 19 continue to 
add details. 

3. The Roots of Armageddon 
The wel l-used Annageddon pas­

sage (Rev. 16: 12-16) didn ' t arise in a 
vacuum. Its roots go back through at 
least seventeen biblical books clear to 
Genesis. After aJl, the book of 
Revelation comprises a veritable mo­
saic of Old Testament allusions and 
references-some 600 of them. 
W ithout a thorough knowledge of the 
Old Testament we will lose much of 
the meaning of the book, including that 
of Armageddon. 

The Reformers' principle of the 
Bible interpreting the Bible (sola 
scriptura) is the key to unlock 
Reve lation. We should go to the Bible 
and not to passing political history, for 
the interpretation of Annageddon. To 
look beyond Scripture is to step out· 
side of the canon. 

As we approach the Bible we ask it 
to reveal its own inner rationality rather 
than superimposing on it any alien pre­
supposition of the researcher. ~he 
Bible is a book that operates accordmg 
to definite laws of interpretation, just 
as nature does. To discover and apply 
them will un lock the mystery of 
Armageddon and help us understand 
what is happening to the nations IOda~. 

A root passage for Armageddon IS 

Joel 3. There God wams, "1 will gather 
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al l nations and bring them down to the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat . ... For there I 
will sit to judge alJ the nations on 
every side. Swing the sickle, for the 
harvest is ripe. Come, trample the 
grapes, for the winepress is full and the 
vats overf1ow~so great is their 
wickedness" (Joel 3 :2- 13). The pas­
sage finds its fulfi llment in Revelation 
14: 19, in wh ich "the angel swung his 
sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes 
and threw them into the great wine­
press of God's wrath" (Rev. 14:19). 
That ' s part of Annageddon. The past 
tense emphasizes its certainty. The 
event happens at the Second Advent . 

4. Types of Armageddon in 
the Old Testament 

One principle that emerges from 
Bible study is that a local happening 
often typifies something worldwide in 
scope. For example, Jerusalem' s de· 
struction is a type of the coming world 
destruction (Matt . 24). The same is true 
of Annageddon. We'll consider a few 
examples. The local roOi reference to 
Megiddo appears in Judges 4 and 5. 
Israel languished during 20 years of 
oppression (Judges 4:3). God promised 
deliverance (verses 6-9), and every 
enemy soldier perished (verse 16). The 
Lord avenged Israel (Judges 5:2) at the 
battle of Megiddo (verse 19), and the 
land had rest for 40 years (verse 3 1). 

Here we find that Israel- as God's 
people and not as a political entity-is 
the focus of attack and of deliverance. 
Many years later history repeated itself. 
God's people faced another local battle 
as a type of Armageddon (not in 
Megiddo). A number of nations sur­
rounded Israel (2 ehron. 20: I, 2). 

Judah, under Jehoshaphal , sought God 
in utter helplessness (verses 3, 12). And 
the Lord said, '''Fear not, and be no! 
dismayed at this great mu lt itude; for the 
battle is not yours but God ' s'" (verse 
IS , RSV ). '''Fear not , and be not dis· 
mayed; tomorrow go out against them, 
and the Lord will be with you '" (verse 
17, RSV). The next day strong soldiers 
sang a doxology-they di dn't fight­
and God won the battle. Not one of the 
enemy escaped (verses 21-24) . 

The river of Kishon (Judges 4:7, 19-
21) is a synonym for Megiddo, or Anna­
geddon. The third local Armageddon 
battle takes place on Mount Carmel be­
tween the priests of Baal and Elijah ( J 

Kings 18:40). Elijah is a type of the end­
time church (Mal. 45). Just as false wor­
ship surrounded Elijah, the world will 
encompass God's people in Anna­
geddon. Though outnumbered, Elijah 
triumphed, All the prophets of Baal per­
ished at the river of Kishon, or Megiddo. 

In all three local Armageddon ex­
amples we find (I) God's people to­
tally outnumbered, (2) the enemy 
total ly destroyed, and (3) God ' s people 
totally delivered. Interestingly, each 
episode involved a prophet: Deborah 
(Judges 4:4), Jahazee l (2 Chron. 
20: 14), and Elijah. But far more im­
portant. God brought the destruction! 
deliverance. So it will be in the end­
time. God's people will be totally out­
numbered- the whole world against a 
remnant. You can't get any more out­
numbered than that! Bu t God wilJ 
stand up and fight for His people, an­
nihilating the wicked and delivering 
the saints. And throughout the end­
time the propheti c voice will be in the 
midst of the saints (Joel 2:28, 29) . 
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Leaving these three types of 
Annageddon. we come to consider onc 
more. Time passed, and so did Israel­
into captivity to Babylon. But God was 
ready for the emergency. More than a 
century before He had prophesied that 
Cyrus would be His instrument to de· 
liver Israel from Babylon (Isa. 45-47). 
Babylon would be overthrown in "a 
single day" (l5a. 47:9), the same lan­
guage used of spiritual Babylon in 
Annagcddon's battle (Re\' . 18:8). Just 
as literal Israel triumphed over literal 
Babylon, so will spiritual Israel (the 
church) be victorious over spiritual 
Babylon (the enemy of the church). 
And the arrival of Cyrus to save Israel 
from Babylon symbolizes Christ ' s ad­
vent to rescue spiritual Israel. 

5. Armageddon and the 
Cosmic Controvers:\, 

"How do you kno\,,· Annageddon 
has to do \vith the cosmic controversy'? 
Sure, you have proved it is \vorldwide. 
but so what? Couldn' t that be true of a 
secular warT 

Excellent questions. First, the Bible 
is not a book about secular history. It's 
about God's people. and nations get 
into the Bible only if they have some­
thing to do with God's people, whether 
they fight against them or support 
them. That's why America appears in 
the Bible. It will play a major role 
against God's people in the end-time. 
On the other hand, China, with a fifth 
of the world's population, has not e\'en 
one mention in Scripture. 

Furthennore. contextual evidence 
indicates that Annageddon consists of 
a spiritual. not a secular, battle. Tn the 
middle of the Armageddon passage, 

Christ says, '''Behold, I come like a 
thief! Blessed is he who stays awake 
and keeps his clothes with him, so that 
he may not go naked and be shame_ 
fu lly exposed '" (Rev. 16:15). It's the 
same message given 10 the Laodicean 
church (Rev. 3:18), a repetition of 
God's appeal to His last church to 
wear Christ's robe of righteousness . 
Only those whom Christ delivers from 
sin can He rescue in Annageddon 
(Dan. 12:1). 

6. The Battle 
\Vhen is the batlle? The final gath­

ering takes place during the sixth 
plague (Rev. 16:12). That will be to­
ward the end of Jacob's trouble, a fact 
that should give pause to those in the 
past \vho have seen Annageddon writ­
ten large on any passing event such as 
the Gulf War. In order to be 
Annageddon two international events 
must take place first: that is, the 
Sunday law (Rev. 13:3,4. 12-14), and 
the death decree (verse 15 J. 

a. Step One: Implementation 
of Death Decree Attempted 

Annageddon rages during the sev­
enth plague. It consists of three major 
steps. The death decree constitutes tbe 
opening volley of the war. "With 
shouts of triumph, jeering, and impre­
cation, throngs of evil men are about to 
rush upon their prey, when. 10, a dense 
blackness. deeper than the darkness of 
the night, fal1s upon the earth. Then a 
rainbo\ .... , shining with the glory from 
the throne of God, spans the heavens 
and seems to encircle each praying 
company. The angry multitudes ~e 
suddenly arrested . Their mocking cnes 
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die away. The objects of their murder­
ous rage are forgotten." ~ 

"But none can pass the mighty 
guardians stationed about every faith­
ful soul. Some are assailed in their 
flight from the cities and villages; but 
the swords raised against them break 
and fall powerless as a straw. Others 
are defended by angels in the fonn of 
men of war." 10 

"The eye of God, looking down 
the ages, was fixed upon the crisis 
which His people are to meet, when 
earthly powers shall be arrayed 
against them. Like th e captive exile, 
they will be in fear of death by starva­
tion or by violence . But the Holy One 
who divided the Red Sea before Israel, 
will manifest His mighty po\ver and 
turn their captivity."" The preincar­
nate Christ promised His people dur­
ing their captivity to Egypt "I am the 
Lord, and 1 will bring you out from 
under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will 
free you from being slaves to them 
and will redeem you with an out­
stretched ann and with mighty acts of 
judgment" (Ex. 6:6). 

b. Step Two: Enemy 
Killing Themselves 

In so many Annageddonlike battles 
in history, the enemy forces have killed 
each other (Judges 7: 19-23; 1 Sam. 
14: 19, 20; 2 Chron. 20:22-24; Isa. 
19:2; Eze. 38:14-23; and Haggai 2:22). 
It happens again in Armageddon. 
When God manifests Himself as with 
His people, then those who have fol­
lowed religious leaders and been de­
ceived now tum on their leaders and 
put them to death . 

"After the saints had been delivered 

by the voice of God. the wicked multi­
tude turned their rage against one an­
other. The earth seemed to be deluged 
with blood, and dead bodies were fr'Om 
one end to the other." I: "The people see 
that they have been deluded. They ac­
cuse one another of having led them to 
destruction; but all unite in heaping 
their bitterest condemnation upon the 
ministers .... The swords which were 
to slay God's people are now employed 
to destroy their enemies. Everywhere 
there is strife and bloodshed." I J 

We have already studied that the ten 
kings who unite with the harlot for one 
hour in the end-time (Rev. 17: 12), when 
all the world wonders and worships the 
church (Rev. 13:3,4), will also tum on 
her. "They will bring her to ruin and 
leave her naked; they will eat her flesh 
and bum her with fire" (Rev. 17:16). 
Evidently it is not a total annihilation, 
because Christ will throw the beast into 
the lake of fire (Rev. 19:19.20) in the 
Second Advent (Rev. 19:14-19). For 
our purpose here, we note that this re­
venge against the harlot church by the 
conglomerate of nations may also be a 
part of the battle of Annageddon. 

c. Step Three: Angel of Death 
Just as "the destroying angel" did 

his \vork in the Passover release of 
Israel from Egypt, I . so the destroying 
angel will do his assignment before 
the release of God 's people in the 
Second Coming (Rev. 14:19, 20). 
He "goes forth, represented in 
Ezekiel's vision by the men with the 
slaughtering weapons, to whom the 
command is given: 'Slay utterly old 
and young, both maids, and little chil­
dren, and women. ' ." , 
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d. Step Four: Hail 
Now is the lime for the seventh 

plague. Christ has said. "11 ]s done!" 
(Re\'. 16:17), Just as God sent "the 
worst hailstonll ever" to fall on Egypt 
(Ex. 9:18). so He arflic\s 011 the planet 
the worst earthquakt: ever "since man 
has been on the earth" (Rev. 16: 18). 
With "huge hailstones of about a hun­
dred pounds each ," described as "so ter­
ri ble" (verse 21). ln Armageddon God's 
people do not fight. They stand sl1l1 as 
God manifests His presence to protect 
them. as He callses the enemy to kill 
each other, as the angel of death docs his 
work on their behalf. and as hail falls 
from the heavens to destroy the e nemy. 
Throughout the battle God leads the 
fight. The sainls simply rest m Chri~t 
and see Him work out their deliverance. 

Often in such Amlageddonlike bat­
tles God rained dow n hail on those He 
punishes (Joshua 10:7-14: Job 38:22. 
23; Isa. 30:29, 30). Hail is onc of His 
weapons of choice. The seventh plague 
'\li l1 dec imate the enemy. 

e. Step Five: Second Ad"'ent 
The fullest amplification of 

Armageddon comes in the Second 
Advent portrayal in Revelation 19: 14-
21. Christ rides a white horse, leading 
an anny on white horses. " 1 saw heaven 
opened, and behold. a white horse . And 
He who sat upon him was call ed 
Faithful and True. and in righteousness 
He judges and makes war. . . And the 
annies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean, followed Him on white 
horses. Now out of His mouth goes a 
sharp s'\\'ord. that with it He should 
strike the nations. And He Himself will 
rule them with a rod of iron. . And He 

has on His robe and on His thigh a 
name written: King of kings and Lord 
of lords. . . And I saw the beast, the 
kings of the earlh. and their annies, 
gathered toget her to make war against 
Him who sat on the horse and against 
His annv" (verses 14-19. NKJV), 

We' should note that people still 
remain alive after the other steps of 
Annageddon (Rev. 6: 12-17). The annies 
are gathered to make war. In that war 
"the beast was captured, and with him 
the false prophet who had performed the 
miraculous signs on his behalf. With 
these signs he had deluded those who re­
ceived the mark of the beast and wor­
shiped his image [see Rev . 16:13,14). 
The tv.·o of them were thrown alive into 
the fiery lake ofburmng sulfur. Tbe rest 
of them wcre killed with the sword that 
came out of the mouth orthe rider on the 
horse" (Rev. 19:20, 21). 

Scripture has still another way to 
describe thi s final phase of the battle. 
The six th plague speaks about the 
water of the Euphrates being "dried up 
to prepare the way for the kings from 
the East" (Rev. 16:12). The diversion 
of the water of the Euphrates caused 
the fa ll of ancient Babylon, allowing 
access to the city. Cyrus gained a glori· 
ous victory and later liberated Israel 
from its 70 years of captivity. .' 

Spiritual Babylon will have spmtual 
Israel in captivity. The kings of the East 
will dry up the river. Or put another 
way, waters (river) repres~n.t ~eople 
(Rev, 17:15). With the anmhilation of 
the enemies of God's people (i.e., ~­
ing up of the river), they will be dehv~ 
ered. But who are the kings o[tbe East. 
Some interpreters once considered 
Japan and China the kings of the East 
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during World War II. Others have sug­
gested Israel and Palestine as candidates 
in more recent times. But Annageddoll 
is the fina l battle in the great contro­
versy this side of the millennium and 
thus n01just a secular battle. 

Bible , .. Titers regarded east as the 
direction from heaven. Thus the sea l­
ing angel from heaven comes from the 
east (Rev. 7:2), In Revelation 4 and 5 
we have a v ision of the throne room. 
There the Father sits on the throne 
(Rev. 5: 1-5) , and the Son comes to 
Him (verses 6, 7). They hold center 
stage throughout the chapter. At the 
end of the chapter we find another pre· 
sentation of Armageddon: an earl h· 
quake and signs in the heavens, with 
islands and mountains removed from 
their place (Rev. 6: 12·14), the same de­
scription about islands and mountains 
given in the seven th pJague (Rev. 
16:20). "Then the kings of the earlh. 
the princes. the generals, the ric h, the 
mighty. and every slave and every free 
man hid in caves and among the rocks 
of the mountains. They called to the 
mountains and the rocks, 'Fall on us 
and hide us from the face of him who 
sits on the throne (the Father] and from 
the wrath of the Lamb [Chrisl)! For the 
great day of their wrath has come. and 
who can stand?'" (Rev. 6: 15-17). Here 
we see fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 
when human beings will throwaway 
their money they have idolized and run 
for the rocks to hide (lsa. 2: 1 0- 12, 20, 
21; 13:6). 

So the Kings of the East, the Father 
and Son, come vaulting through the 
heavens on the greatest rescue mission 
ever attempted in history. They COOl ­

plete the destruction of the wicked and 

deliver God's people. It is the glorious 
pre-Advent climax called the battle of 
Armageddon. Jesus predicted this mo­
ment. He said. "' I say to all of you: In 
the future you wi ll see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of the Might\' 
One and coming on the clouds a"f 
heaven '" (Matt . 26:64). He also speaks 
of "when he comes in his glory and in 
the glory of the Father and of the holy 
ange ls" (Luke 9:26). 

"Then the lawless one will be re­
vealed, whom the Lord will ovenhrow 
with the breath of his mouth and destroy 
by the sp lendor of his coming" 
(2 Thess. 2:8). Ellen White describes the 
event another way: "At the coming of 
Christ the wicked are blotted from the 
face of the whole earth-consumed with 
the spirit of His mouth and destroyed by 
the brightness of His glory."IO 

The annihilation of all the ene­
mies of God's people repeats the lotal 
destruction of such enemies in previ­
ous Armageddon battles (Judges 
4: 16; I Kings 18:40; 2 Chron. 20:23, 
24). The world's population is deci­
mated. All th e enemies of the saints 
are dead , and God delivers His people 
and whisks them off to heaven . That 's 
the fina le of their journey through 
last-day events, the end of their exo­
dus through the ultimate Red Sea. 

The Book of Esther 
T he book of Esther is important for 

understanding fina l events . In it we see 
a death decree issued to kill God's 
people (Esther 3: 13). The authorities 
give the date of execution, just as it 
will be in the end-time. " But God 
intervenes, j usl as He will in the battle 
of Armageddon. 
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Haman represents those who hate 
the saints. Mordecai symbolizes God's 
saims. Although Haman bui lds a 75-
foot gallows on which 10 hang 
Mordecai (Esther 5:14), he ends up ex.­
ecuted upon il himself (Esther 7:9,10). 
So It \1,-'ill be in the coming death decree. 
With instruments raised to kill the 
saints, God will manifest His presence 
around His people . The murde rers halt 
10 thcu track, and kill those leaders who 
led them astray, as mentioned above. 

The storics 0 r Annageddon show 

that Christ will be with His people in 
their hour of greatest need. When all 
the world is against them, He will be 
for them. He want s us to know that He 
wi ll have the last word. because He al­
ready had the last word at Calvary. 
Ann-ageddon is the working out in his­
tory of what He accomplis~ed at the 
crosS. For there Christ delivered His 
people and decided the destiny of the 
de vi l. Satan is doomed to dest ruction, 
and God's people destined for deliver­
ance- all because of Calvary. "-' 
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Chapter 45 

The Other Journey 

I
n their darkest hour-when hope 
seems gone, when instruments of 
death stare them in the face-deliv· 
erance comes. 

"Look up," says a melodious 
voice, "look up ." 

Black, angry clouds part , and they 
"see the glory of God and the Son of 
man seated upon His throne. In His di· 
vine fonn they discern the marks of His 
humiliation; and from His lips they 
hear the request presented before His 
Father and the holy angels: ' f will thai 
they also, whom thou hast given me, be 
with me where I am' (John 17 :24). 
Again a voice, musical and triumphant, 
is heard, saying: 'They come! they 
come! holy. hamllcss, and undefiled. 
They have kept the word of My pa­
tience ; they shall walk among the an­
gels' ; and the pale, quivering lips of 
those who have held fast their faith 
uner a shout of victory." 1 

These words from Ellen White ' s 
book The Great Controwrsy appear in 
the chapter "God's People Delivered." 
Then Ellen White quotes Revelation 
16:17 in which God says, "It is done." 

This occurs at the seventh plague. So 
right at the beginning of the banle of 
Annagcddon, when God delivers His 
people from the death decree's impJe· 
mentation, the saints shout victory. 
Who wouldn't if they saw the Father 
and the Son in heaven on Their throne? 
Here is the only focus to have in the 
end-time, and God gives it to the saints 
when they need it the most. 

The Great Divide 
Look at the contrast . "The moun­

tains shake like a reed in the wind, and 
ragged rocks are scattered on every side. 
There is a roar as of a coming tempest. 
The sea is lashed into fury. There is 
heard the shriek of a hurricane like the 
voice of demons upon a mission of de­
struction. The whole earth heaves and 
swell s like the waves of the sea. Its sur· 
face is breaking up. Its very foundations 
seem to be giving way. Mountain chains 
arc sinking. Inhabited islands disappear. 
The seaports that have become like 
Sodom for wickedness are swaIIowed 
up by the angry waters. . Great hail­
stones, every one 'about the we ight of a 


