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Just as soon as the apostles died, and the church no longer had inspired men to guide her, she began to wander from the
path which the Lord Jesus had marked out for her. Rites and ceremonies of which Peter or Paul never heard, or even dreamed of,
crept silently into use, and then claimed the rank of divine institutions.
Never forget that the keeping of Sunday in honor of the Lord’s resurrection was one of t hose rites and ceremonies of
which Peter and Paul never heard. It crept into use after the apostles died. The keeping of Sunday is post-apostolic. It is beyond
the lids of the Bible, and no man can prove that Sunday keeping is in the Word of God.
This second seal covered the second stage of the Christian dispensation, reaching from about A.D. 100, when the last of
the apostles died, to the alleged conversion of Constantine about 323 A.D. The so-called conversion of Constantine in 323
introduced a new era in the external history of the church.
The red horse disappears and, lo, a black horse! Black is just the opposite of white. Since the color white in the first horse
denoted that pure gospel which Jesus gave to His apostles, the black in the third horse would indicate, that during this third period
the pure gospel would be utterly corrupted. That is exactly what happened.
During the third period, as the papacy was arising to power, the pure gospel of ‘Christ was utterly corrupted with human
traditions. They left off many items which Jesus had told people to do, and they added on many things which Jesus never intended
people should do. The third seal covers the third period in the external history of the church from about 323 A.D. to about 538,
when the papacy became supreme in Christendom.
The black horse disa ppears and, lo, a pale horse. Pale m eans death. You know, we have a saying, “He is as pale as
death.” This pale h orse represented the slaughter of the saints during the Da rk Ages after the papacy gained her long-wanted
supremacy.
This slaughter of the saints is especially noted in the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation. In Daniel 7:21 and Daniel 7:25
it talks about that little horn, which is a sym bol of the papal power. God said that this horn would make war with the saints and
prevail against them. “He shall wear out the saints of the Most High.” In Revelation 13 this same papal power is set forth under
the symbol of the leopard beast rising out of the sea with seven heads, and ten horns. In speaking of that power in Revelation 13:7
John says, “It was given to him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them.” This was the time of which Isaac Watts sang,
“Must I be carried to the skies on flowery beds of ease,
While others fought to win the prize and sailed through bloody seas?”
During this age of persecution, millions sealed their testimony with their blood. They were slain for the Word of God and
the testimony of Jesus which they bore.
The fourth seal covered the fourth period in the external history of the church from about 538, when the papacy was
established, until about 1517 when the Protestant Reformation under Martin Luther broke the rule of the papacy.
Consider the color of these horses. There is something very significant about it. T he color of each horse is a key which
unlocks the identity of the period to which it applies. The white is a symbol of the purity of the gospel in the days of the apostles.
The red is a symbol of the errors of pagan philosophy entering the church during the second and third centuries. The black is the
papal apostasy rising to supremacy during the 4th, 5th, and 6th centuries. The pale is the slaughter of the saints by the millions
during the rule of the papacy in the middle ages.
The fifth seal extends to the time of the reformation. This is pictured in the sixth chapter, as the blood of the martyrs
crying for vengeance and white robes being given to them. It represents the vindication of the truth in the Protestant Reformation.
We should never forget what happened October 31, 1517. Do you know? I hope you do. On October 31, 1517 that noble soul, that
great man of God, Martin Luther, walked up to the door of the Catholic Cathedral in Wittenburg and nailed on the door ninetyfive theses against the Catholic doctrine of indulgences, and the Protestant Reformation was inaugurated.
We owe Martin Luther a debt of gratitude for the liberties we enjoy, and for the open Bible that we prize, or should prize
so highly. There never would have been a Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, if it had not been for the stand Martin
Luther took on October 31, 1517.
Unfortunately, the reformation was not carried through for the full restoration of the gospel as God had designed. The
reformed churches formed creeds and ceased to move forward with the advancing light of God. One of the purposes of this great
three-fold message to which this Bible Institute has been dedicated is to finish the arrested reformation. And it will. Pu t down
Revelation 14:12. God says, “Here are they that keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.”
Those who accept this three-fold message will h ave the faith of Jesus. Th is three-fold message will co mplete the
reformation from error to the full restoration of God’s blessed truth. O, I thank God for the three-fold message, don’t you? Before
these meetings close, I am hoping there will be hundreds in Des Moines who will be thanking God for the three-fold message.
The fifth seal co vers the fifth period from about 1517, when the reformation broke the ru le of the papacy, until 1755,
when the first event of the sixth seal occurred. The sixth seal is described in Revelation 6:12-17. Verses 12 and 13 of this 6th
chapter of Revelation introduce certain signs which mark the rise of. God’s last message. Verse 14 tells how the heavens will be
rolled back as a scroll, and through the opening in the heavens Christ will come at His seco nd advent. Then verses 15-17 tell so
graphically how those who are unp repared to meet Jesus will p ray for the rocks to cover them. This shows that the six th sealextends to the very end of time, to the coming of the Lord.
Let us read Revelation 6:12,13. “I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and
the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig
tree casts her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.”
Here are four events-a mighty earthquake; the sun mysteriously darkened; the moon appearing in color as blood, and the
stars falling to the earth. Have these come to pass? Yes. On November 1, 1755, the great earthquake prophesied for the opening of
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the sixth seal occurred. It is known in history as the Lisbon eart hquake, because on that day 90,000 people perished in the city of
Lisbon. That earthquake shook four million square miles of this earth’s surface. It was the greatest convulsion of nature since the
deluge.
Twenty-five years after that great Lisbon earthquake, on May 19, 1780, the sun was darkened. May 19, 1780, has gone
down in history as the Dark Day. The sun came up bright and clear that morning. It looked as if it would be a beautiful bright day.
About 8 o’clock people noticed an uncommon appearance in the sun. It began to get dark. By 10 o’clock they could not read
common print in the open air. Birds sang their evening songs, and disappeared in their leafy retreats. Fowls we nt to roost, cat tle
came to the barnyard just as they do at sundown. People lighted candles in their houses, because they could not see without them.
The darkness lasted all the rest of that day.
Some will say, “O, that was just an eclipse. People back there were not as wise as we are. It was just an eclipse.” Was it?
No!
Look at this. (At this juncture two charts were lowered in view of the audience. One revealed the relative positions of the
sun, moon, and earth, which are necessary for an eclipse of the sun; while the other depicted the relative positions of the sun, and
earth on May 19, 1780).
Here are the positions necessary to make an eclipse. You see the sun, moon, and earth must come into a straight line. The
moon then eclipses, or shuts off, the light of the sun for a brief period. The darkness from an eclipse lasts for only about five to ten
minutes. But this darkness lasted from 10 o’clock through the rest of the day.
Notice, here are the positions of the s un, earth, and the moon on May 19, 178 0. The relative positions of the m oon and
the earth in relation to the sun were not right to make an eclipse. The earth, moon, and sun must be in a straight line.
It was not an e clipse, for history says the moon was full the night before. The American Encyclopedic Dictionary says,
“An eclipse of the sun can appear only at new moon. The sun, the moon, and the earth must be in a straight line, the moon being
in the center.”
It was not an eclipse. To this day the wisest scientist has not been able to explain that dark day. They have written pages
and pages about it, but whe n they get all done , their statements may be reduced to this,-it was dark, because there was a great
darkness.
Webster’s Dictionary declares that the cause for this remarkable phenomenon is unknown. Nobody could explain it. Why
not? Because it was the hand of Almighty God, hanging out in the heavens before all men, the first great sign of the approaching
end and the coming of His Son from heaven.
Notice what happened the same night. The night following this Dark Day of May 19, 1780, was probably the darkest
night that ever has been since God said, “Let there be light.” A sheet of white paper held before the eyes was just as invisible as
the darkest velvet. There was such a darkness as has not been known.
The moon was in the full. It should have been a bright moon-light night. Why was it dark? Jesus had said, “The moon
shall not give her light.” After midnight the moon did appear. Those who sat up that night, said that when they saw the moon after
midnight, it had the appearance of blood, just as the prophecy said.
Fifty-three years after this mysterious dark day, or on November 13, 1833, the greatest shower of shooting stars occurred
that has ever taken place, so far as we know, since creation. You can go out almost any night and see a few shooting meteors. But
on November 13, 1833, the stars were shooting in the heavens as thick as snow flakes in an Iowa blizzard in December or January.
The whole heavens appeared to be on fire. People who saw it never forgot it to their dying day.
In the year 1937 I baptized an old gentleman in North Carolina who Was 111 year’s old. He was seven years old when
the stars fell in 1833. He told us how his father got up that morning of November 13, 1833 at 4:30 AM to cut some wood, and ran
back into the house and said, “Oh, Mom, the world is on fire.”
The old man told how he went out and stood between his father and his mother, holding to his mother’s skirts with one
hand, and to his father’s trousers with the other, and watched the shooting stars. He said, “When they fell they didn’t fall straight
down like an apple falls when it gets ripe, but they shot in every direction!’
Listen. That is the way God said they would fall. Notice Revelation 6:13. “And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth,
even as a fig tree casts her untimely figs, (not ripe ones, but green ones) when she is shaken of a mighty wind!”
I am sure that there are people here who have heard their father or mother or at least their grandfather or grandmother,
tell about that great shower of shooting stars. How many here have heard your mother or father, or grandmother or grandfather
talk about that great shower of shooting stars? May I see your hands? (A number of hands went up). Just look at these hands!
There is your proof for the falling of the stars on November 13, 1833.
Verse 13 tells ab out the falling of the stars. What is th e next event marked out in the prophecy? Verse 14 tells, “Th e
heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.” This has not
happened yet, and it will not happen until the day when Jesus appears. It will take place in direct connection with the coming of
Jesus. The heavens will be rolled back, and through the opening in the heavens Jesus will come.
We are living tonight between the 13th and 14th verses of the 6th chapter of Revelation. The stars fell in 1833, and so far
as this prophecy is con cerned, the next event on God ’s program will b e heaven split wide open, and the coming of the Son of
Man.
Revelation 14 helps to fill in this gap in Revelation 6, between the falling of the stars in 1833 and the appearing of Christ
at the last day. Shortly after the falling of the stars, or in the year 1844, at the end of the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14, God’s last
message was to arise in the earth, and between 1844 and the end of time it was to be preached to every nation, to prepare the way
for the coming of Jesus.
The fifth seal was the a ge of the reformation from about 1517 to about 1755. Then comes the sixth seal. Th e Lisbon
earthquake on November 1, 1755. The m oon and sun darkened on M ay 19, 1 780. The stars fell November 13, 1833. Then
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