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on the verge of that last mighty act? Will you please signify it by lifting your hand just now? Thank you. It looks as though I see
every hand. I’m glad that you recognize the truthfulness and the import of this prophecy.

Friends, this brings everyone, hearers and preacher, face to face with the most vital issue of all our lives. Are we ready to
enter Christ’s everlasting kingdom? Are we prepared to meet Jesus Christ the coming King? There isn’t anything in our lives more
important than for us to make sure of an eternal happy home in Christ’s kingdom.

A home in His kingdom is actually worth more than all the gold, the silver, the diamonds, the stocks, the bonds, the farms,
and the houses in the world. “What will it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” If you should fail to
prepare for a home in Christ’s kingdom, it would be better for you to have never been born. However, every soul may have an
eternal happy home in Christ’s kingdom if he wants it. “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shall be
saved.” All you need to do is to surrender your heart and life to the blessed Jesus and let Him live in you a life of obedience day
by day.

I think tonight of one of those thieves who was crucified when Jesus was nailed to the cross for our sins. This man lived all
his life in sin. He was now face to face with death. He knew he wasn’t ready to die. In his dying hour he turned to Jesus and said,
“Lord, remember me when Thou comes in Thy kingdom.” O, how graciously Jesus responded to his request for salvation, and
gave him the immediate assurance that he would be with Him In paradise.

Friend of mine, Jesus is ready to do the same thing for you if you will but look to Him. “Look unto Me and be you saved, all
you ends of the earth.” Don’t you want Jesus to remember you when He comes in His kingdom? I’m sure you do. I’ve never met
anybody in all my travels who didn’t want Jesus to remember him with an eternal happy home in His kingdom. I believe everyone
here tonight desires to raise his hand as a silent prayer to Jesus Christ. “Lord, remember me when Thou comes in Thy kingdom.”
How many of you with me, want to send up a si lent prayer tonight to Jesus, “L ord remember me when Thou comes in Thy
-kingdom?” Would you lift the hand just now as a silent prayer to Jesus? Thank you. Let us look to Him now.

(Praying.) O Lord Jesus, we thank Thee that Thou art our Saviour. O we thank Thee for Thy great love in giving Thyself
upon the cross for our sins. And now, Jesus, we have raised our hands to Thee as a silent prayer. Jesus, Thou hast heard the
prayer. Thou hast seen every hand that has been uplifted here tonight. And O, blessed Christ, precious Saviour, undertake for
every man and woman, boy and girl in this great audience. O, Lord, we thank Thee that Thou hast heard our prayer and that Thou
wilt remember us with an eternal happy home when Thou comes in Thy kingdom, and we will give Thee all the praise in the name
of Jesus, Amen.

2. What and Where Is Heaven?

(An outline setting forth the leading items, which are brought forth from the Scriptures in this lecture, was placed in
the hands of each hearer, before the lecture began. Some of these propositions on the outline had blank lines after
them, on which the hearers were requested to fill in certain Bible references. These propositions from the outline and
the Bible references involved, appear in the transcript of this lecture.)

A mail carrier was making his way from house to house. Suddenly a voice called out, “Got anything for me today?” Looking
up he saw it was the man who lived in the second house ahead. He replied, “Yes, I have. I have a letter for you that is postmarked
Honolulu.” “Fine,” said the man, “that must be from my wealthy brother who lives in Honolulu.” And sure enough when he
opened the letter it was from his wealthy brother, inviting him to come and spend the rest of his life on his lovely estate near
Honolulu.

In this letter he told about the lovely mansion that he had built for him next to his own palatial home. He told of the lovely
flower gardens laid out all around the home. He described the wonderful fruit trees laden with the most luscious fruits. Then he
added, “My plan is, that if you are willing to accept my offer, I’ll come with my plane to bring you and your family to this lovely
home, and I will share all of my fortune with you.”

Do you think he was interest ed in such an offer? He certainly was. He accepted it, double quick. O, how he looked for that
day when that plane would arrive to take him and his family to that lovely mansion. I can hear some of you say, “O! I wish I could
be that lucky.” Listen, this blessed Bible, the Word of God, puts into the hands of everyone in this auditorium an offer that is far
better than this. Here it is, John 14:1-3. And listen, this is an offer from your brother. You have a wealthy brother in heaven. His
name is Jesus. He is your elder Brother. He is the friend that sticks closer than a brother.

Shortly before He left this world He told His disciples that He would come again to receive His people unto Himself and to
take them to glorious mansions in heaven. Notice, as I read, John 14:1-3.

“Let not your heart be troubled: you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for y ou I will come again, and
receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”

Notice, Jesus says, “I go to prepare a place for you.” Ha ve you ever wondered what that place is that Jesus has prepared for
His own? Wouldn’t you like to know what that place is like and where it is located? And how you may be sure of having a home
in that fair and happy land? Your Bible tells,

Hebrews 11:16 shows that this place that J esus Christ has prepared is the New Je rusalem, the city of God, in t he heaven of
heavens. Jesus said in John 14:3, “I go to prepare a place.” Then Hebrews 11:16 tells us, He has prepared a city for His people. In
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the context, in verse 10, that city is identified as the New Jerusalem, a city whose builder and maker is God. This indicates that
this place which Jesus has prepared for our future is the New Jerusalem.

We have placed an outline in your hands that you might have a record of the striking facts about this home in the land of the
“sweet by and by.” Be sure to bring your notebook Thursday night. Look at No. 1 on the outline that you have in your hand.
“Mansions in heaven are available through the Lord Jesus Christ,” and on the blank line, record John 14:1-3.

Look at No. 2. “There are three different heavens,” and on the blank line, record 2 Corinthians 12:2. Here Paul is the speaker.
“I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell:
God knows;) such an one caught up to the third heaven.”

Paul declares that he was caught up to the third heaven. Since there is a third heaven, there must be a first and second heaven.
If you tell me that your brother lives in the third house from the corner, I know I must pass two houses before I can contact your
brother in the third house. When Paul says he was caught up to the third heaven, he must have passed through the first and second
heavens before reaching the third.

The question naturally comes, what are the three different heavens? Are they three degrees of happiness in the life to com e?
Will people progress from one to the other?

Look at No. 3 on the outline, “The first heaven is the aerial heaven.” Fill in the word “aerial” on the blank line before the
word “heaven.” Then after the words “aerial heaven” fill in the reference Revelation 19:17. This verse speaks about the birds
flying in the midst of heaven. Everybody knows that the birds fly in the air above the ground. The Bible designates the air or
atmosphere above the surface of the earth as the first heaven. This first heaven or atmospheric heaven is the heaven from which
the rain and the snow come down. This is where the clouds float around. In the Bible in its own picturesque way of describing
things, it calls the clouds, “the bottle of heaven.” Isn’t that colourful and expressive?

Look at No. 4, “The second heaven is the stellar heaven.” Fill in the word “Stellar,” and then record the reference, Psalms
19:1-6. This second heaven is far above the atmospheric heaven. It is the heaven where the sun, moon, and stars move in their
orbits. This is the heaven that is mentioned in Psalms 19:1-6.

One beautiful night David went out and looking up on high at tho se millions of t winkling orbs he broke out in a most
rapturous song, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handy work . .. In them hath He seta
tabernacle for the sun, which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoices as a strong man to run a race. His going
forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it!”

Next look at No. 5, “Th e third heaven is Paradise.” Fill in the word “Paradise,” and after th e word, record the reference 2
Corinthians 12:2, 4. In the second verse, which I read just a moment ago, Paul says he was caught up to the third heaven. In the
fourth verse, in speaking of the same experience, he says he was caught up into Paradise. Now you can see how plain that makes
it, that the third heaven is Paradise.

Look at No. 6, “This identifies the third heaven with t he New Jerusalem.” On the blank line record Revelation 2:7 and
Revelation 22:1, 2. You see, the way to understand the Bible is to compare scripture with scripture and not scripture with man’s
idea. Compare scripture with scripture and the Bible explains itself, and you have the right explanation.

Revelation 2:7 declares that the tree of life is in the middle or midst of the paradise of God. Revelation 22:1, 2 declares, that
the tree of life is located on the banks of the river of life in the New Jerusalem. So that identifies the New Jerusalem with the third
heaven and Paradise. This third heaven is the place where Jesus has prepared those lovely mansions for His people.

We have a chart here that will help you to understand this. You will notice that here is the line of the earth’s surface, or what
we call the ground. Here is where the buildings are resting. The air, or the atmosphere above the earth’s surface is the atmospheric
or aerial heaven. It is called “aerial heaven,” because aerial is a Latin word for air. This is the heaven where the clouds float
around, where the acroplanes travel. This is the heaven where birds fly, and from which the rain and the snow come down.

Then far above the atmosphere is the “stell ar heaven.” It is called the stellar heaven, because the word “stellar” is t he Latin
word for star. In the stellar heaven is the moon some 240,000 miles away. And the sun, 95,000,000 miles away. The nearest fixed
star, Alpha Centauri, is some 19 billion miles away, or nineteen-thousand-million miles distant.

Then far above the starry sky is the third heaven, Paradise, the New Jerusalem. This is where the throne of God is located.
This is where the angels dwell, and where the righteous will go, to live forever with the Lord.

I promised to tell you about the two men who passed through the first and second heaven into the third heaven, and then came
back to this earth to talk to men. You will find this in Matthew 17:1-5. Put this reference down. It isn’t on the outline. On the
Mount of Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah came from God’s dwelling place in the third heaven. As they appeared upon the holy
mount, they talked with Jesus and the chosen three of His disciples.

The transfiguration of Christ was a miniature representation of His second coming. E11jah, who was taken to heaven without
tasting death, represented the righteous living, who will be changed in the twinkling of an eye and caught up to meet the Lord at
His coming. Moses, who was resurrected from the dead, represented the righteous dead, who will be raised from the grave with
immortal bodies when Jesus comes.

Everybody in this world craves happiness. But O, there are so many things in this world that mar our happiness, such as,
sickness, pain, trouble, disappointment, and death. Friends, in this home that Jesus has prepared for you that craving for happiness
will find full and lasting satisfaction. In Revelation 21:4 I read some of the most blessed words that have ever been penned. “God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed away.”

In this heavenly home there will be no more sickness, no pain, no trouble, no poverty, no war, no sorrow, no death. We will
have perfect immortal bodies that will never have an ache or a pain; that will never get old; that will never die.

“There’s no disappointment in heaven,
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No weariness, sorrow or pain;
No hearts that are bleeding and broken,
No song with a minor refrain;
We’ll never pay rent for our mansion,
The taxes will never come due;
Our garments will never grow threadbare,
But always be fadeless and new;
There’ll never be crepe on the door-knob,
No funeral train in the sky;
No graves on the hill-sides of glory,
For there we shall never-more die;
The old will beyoung thereforever,

Transformed in a moment of time;
Immortal we’ll stand in His likeness,
The stars and the sun to outshine.
I’m bound for that beautiful city
My Lord has prepared for his own;
Where all the redeemed of all ages
Sing “glory” around the white throng;
Sometimes I grow homesick for heaven,
And the glories I there shall behold:
What a joy that will be when my Saviour I see,
In that beautiful city of gold!”

My friends, when you think of all the suffering, trouble, sorrow, sickness, and disappointment in this world, aren’t you glad
that your loving Saviour has prepared such a wonderful home for you, where there will be no trouble, sorrow, sickness, pain, or
death. Wouldn’t you like to thank Jesus just now, for providing such a happy future for you? How many, with me, would like to
express your thanks to Jesus tonight for providing such a happy future? Will you lift your hands? Yes, it seems that all hands are
raised.

Friends, if there were a country in this world where people could go and never be sick, and never have any trouble and be
perfectly happy, and never get old, and never die, wouldn’t there be a rush for such a country? Yes! Everybody in the world would
want to go to that country. In heaven God has prepared just such a place, for you and me. Why shouldn’t we seek with all our
hearts to have an eternal happy home in heaven?

A home in that heavenly land is worth more than all the wealth of this world. “What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?” Just ask yourself, what would it profit me if I could gain the whole world, and then lose an eternal
happy home in heaven? This ought to put into your hearts, and into my heart a determination to follow Jesus all the way, no matter
what it costs, even if it costs us our life.

Look at No. 7 on the outline , “The New Jerusalem is a place of perfect and everlasting happiness,” and on the blank line
record Revelation 21:4. Remember that the last two ch apters in the Bible, Revelation 21, 22, describe the infinite glories and
beauties of this heavenly country. When you get home tonight, please take the Bible and turn to the last two chapters before you
put your head on the pillow. If you want to have something sweet on your mind as you fall asleep tonight, just take the Bible and
read the last two chapters of Revelation.

In those two chapters you will find that the New Jerusalem, the City of God, is laid out in a perfect square. It measures 375
miles on each side. It contains 140,625 square miles. It has twelve foundations composed of 12 precious stones. These are so
arranged that it will look like a gigantic rainbow. This city has twelve gates, three on each of its four sides. Each gate is composed
of one massive pearl. The streets possess the power of perfect transparency, so that when you walk on those streets it will be like
walking on air. The throne of God a nd the throne of His Son, Jesus, is located in th e centre of this New Jerusalem . Proceeding
from the throne of God is the river of life, clear as crystal. On the banks of the river of life with the branches beautifully arched
over the river is the tree of life. The fru it on that tree possesses such magic power that when you eat of it you will never be sick
again. You will never die. This is the tree of life.

This New Jerusalem is a sinless city. In Revelation 21:27 we are told that “There shall in no wise enter into it anything that
defiles.” Sin is what defiles. This New Jerusalem will be free fo rever from every trace of sin. It will be the only city that I have
ever heard about in which there will never be any liquor. There will be no tobacco in the New Jerusalem. There will be no dance
halls, no gambling dens, no swearing, no hatred, no immorality, no stealing, no Sabbath breaking, no sin of any kind. You see, we
get rid of every sin before we can go there. “There shall in no wise enter into it anything that defiles.”

The big question is, how can we get rid of every sin? There is only one way. “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us
from all sin!” Not just nine-tenths, but from “all sin!”

Modern chemistry is performing great miracles, but listen, all the chemistry in the world has never been able to find anything
that will wash sin out of the soul of man. What can wash away my sins? Nothing, but the blood of Jesus. Our only hope of a home
in heaven is the precious blood of the Lamb. If you really want to know how to get ready for a home in heaven be sure to hear the
lecture on Thursday night.
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You have heard much in recent months about the atomic bomb, atomic power, the atomic age. Listen, do you know that there
is coming a super atomic explosion that will be as much greater than any of these atomic explosions that man has produced, as the
ocean is to a tin cup full of water. Beyond that great super atomic explosion there will come a new world in which the righteous
will live forever. Here it is in 2 Peter, listen as I read. This is really a marvellous thing in view of what has happened since the ad-
vent of the atomic age in 1945.

In IT Peter, 3:10 I read, “The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a
great noise.” This heaven which will pass away refers to the first heaven, the atmospheric heaven. The Bible says in Revelation
21:1, “I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven,” (not the second heaven, not the third heaven, but) “the first
heaven was passed away.” The heavens shall pass away with a great noise. This will be a super-explosion of the gases in the air.
Then will come the conflagration of the world. The elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works-that are
therein shall be burned up.”

This is a very significant point. The Bible is, just as up to date as Big Ben. It says, “the elements shall melt with fervent heat.”
What are the elements? The elements are the fundamental forms of units of matter. This material world is composed of some 90
elements. Some of these are: iron, lead, ¢ opper, silver, gold, radium, uranium, oxygen, hydrogen, etc. It says the elements shall
melt. The Greek word that is used here in connection with the elements means to loose, or untie. It is the same Greek word that is
used where John the Baptist said he wasn’t worthy to untie the shoe laces of the Messiah.

Here is the principle of the atomic bomb. In the atom are tiny particles held together by enormous cohesive forces. The
atomic bomb is a loo sening of the particles that make up the atom. That’s why they talk about splitting the atom. God knew all
about that before the first man ever walked on the earth. In the day of the Lord, God will use the forces of atomic action. The
heavens shall pass away with a great super-atomic explosion. Then will come the conflagration of the world.

But this world will never be wiped out of existence as a planet. When the Bible talks about the end of the world that doesn’t
mean that this physical world or globe will be wiped out of existence. How do I know this? Friends, if we read the Bible we don’t
have to worry about this world being wiped out of existence. The earth abides forever. It will never be wiped out of existence. The
atmospheric heaven will pass away. There will be a conflagration that will burn sin out of the world. Then beyond this, there will
arise a new earth.

I turn to verse 13. “Nevertheless we acc ording to His promise, look for a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwells
righteousness.” This physical sphere on which we are living will never be wiped out o f existence. It will b e reconstructed,
recreated, remade, renewed into a perfect new world, just as it was in the beginning. There the righteous only shall live. There is
only one way you can survive this impending destruction. “He that doeth the will of God shall abide forever!”

Look at No. 8, “At the final day Jesus Christ will reconstruct our present world into a perfect, happy, and sinless new earth in
which only the righteous will dwell!” On the blank, record 2 Peter 3:10, 13.

Look at No. 9. “This new Jerusalem will descend from the third heaven to become the capital of the new earth!” Put down
Revelation 21:1-3 on the blank line.

Under 10 and 11 you have some striking items about this coming new earth, with the Bible references already recorded.
Notice these. Christ will rule over this new earth from the New Jerusalem, on the throne of David. (Luke 1:31-33; Isaiah 9:6, 7.)

The will of God will then be do ne on this new eart h as it is now done in heaven, in accordance with the Lord’s prayer.
(Matthew 6:10.) This new earth with the New Jerusalem as its glorious capital will constitute the heavenly home of the righteous
for eternity. (Matthew 5:5; 2 Peter 3:13.) This new earth will be the earth which the meek will inherit according to Matthew 5:5. It
will be the place where the saints will reign on earth according to Revelation 5:10.

A party of Americans were touring Great Britain one summer. They decided when they came to Liverpool they would stay at
the North Western Hotel. When the train arrived at Liv erpool they called a taxi that took them to the North-Western Hotel.
Stepping up to the desk to register the clerk said, “Sorry, there isn’t a room available. See that sign, ‘No rooms available unless
reservation confirmed’.”

They called another taxi, picked up their luggage and started to find some other place. As they were leaving the hotel, they
noticed one of the ladies in their party remaining at the desk. They said to her, “Come on. There isn’t a room here!” “I’m going to
stay here. They have a nice room for me!”

They returned to her and said, “How is th is? We all came here at the same time. He told us there wasn’t a chance to get a
room.” she said, “I wired the hotel five days ago from London to reserve a room. It’s all ready for me now!”

Friend of mine, if you want a place in God’s heavenly home at the end of the way, you must make a reservation now, during
this life. To those who make a reservation, Jesus will say, “Come you blessed of My Father inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation ofthe world.” To those who fail to make a reservation, Jesus will have to say, “Dep art from me into
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels!”

Do you know how to make a reservation for a mansion in the new Jerusalem? Here it is. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ
and thou shall be saved!” “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life!” Jesus says, “I am the door, if any man enter in by me he shall be saved!”

Wouldn’t you like to send on your reservation tonight? I know I do. I believe everybody in this auditorium is ready to say by
the uplifted hand, “Lord help me to so believe on You that You can reserve a place in that wonderful home for me!” How many
want the Lord’s help to so follow Him that He can give you an eternal happy home in the city of God? Would you lift your hand
just now? Thank you. (Praying) Our Dear Heavenly Father, O, we do thank Thee that Thou hast provided such a happy future.
Lord, in this world of disappointment, sorrow, sickness, pain and death, O, how we do thank Thee that Thou hast provided such a
happy future. Father, Thou hast even given Thine own dear Son that we might have an eternal happy home in Thy kingdom and in
Thy glorious city. Father, Thou hast seen every hand that has been raised and we pray that Jesus will undertake for everyone. We
do want that Thou should help us to so believe on Jesus, to so follow Him that we might have that wonderful everlasting life, that
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eternal happy home in the land of the Sweet by and by where dreams will come true. Father, do grant that everyone of us will so
make a reservation now, that at the end of the way, Jesus can welcome us into this wonderful home that He has prepared. We ask
it in His precious name. Amen.

(This is a copy of the outline which was pl aced in the hands of the hearers, preceding the presentation of the Bible lecture on
heaven.)

SOME STRIKING SCRIPTURAL FACTSABOUT HEAVEN
1. Mansions in heaven are available through the Lord Jesus Christ.
2. There are three different heavens.
3. The first heaven is the atmospheric heaven
4. The second heaven is the starry heaven.
5. The third heaven is God’s paradise.

6. This identifies the third heaven with the New Jerusalem. In order to learn something of the glories and the beauties of the New
Jerusalem, you are advised to read Revelation 21 and 22 when you return to your home.

7. The New Jerusalem is a place of perfect and everlasting happiness.

8. At the final day Jesus Christ will recon struct our present world into a perfect, happy, and sinless new earth, in which only the
righteous will dwell.

9. This New Jerusalem will descend from the third heaven, to become the capital of the new earth.
10. Christ will rule over this new earth from the new Jerusalem, on the throne of David. (Luke 1:31-33; Isaiah 9:6, 7.)

11. The will of God will then be done on this earth as it is no w done in heaven, in accordance with the Lord’s prayer. (Matthew
6:10.)

This new earth with the new Jerusalem as its g lorious capital will constitute the heavenly home of the righteous for eternity.
(Matthew 5:5; 2 Peter 3:13.)

This new earth will be the earth which the meek will inherit according to Matthew 5:5:
This new earth will be the place where the saints will reign on earth according to Revelation 5:10.

Those who accept the Lord Jesus Christ as th eir personal Saviour and obey His teachings will have an eternal happy home in
heaven. (John 3:16; Revelation 22:14.)
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