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238 LOOKING UNTO JESUS.

In the type, before the atonement was reached, and its

benefits secured, several steps were nccessary: (1) It was
necessary for the penitent to make confession of sin npon
the head of his offering; (2) the blood of the offering which
was brought had then to be shed; (3) the priest then took
that blood and performed a ministry with it, at the altar
or in the sanctuary. And this work was performed three
hundred and sixty-four days in the year before the duy of
atonement came. The work of atonement was the las/
ceremony of the year, and completed the round of sanetu-
ary service. The offering and the service of the priest
preceded the atonement. The offering was not the atone-
ment;. the service of the priest was not the atonement,
80 long as he ministered in the holy place; no complete
atonement was made until the day of atonement arrived,
and the yearly service appointed for the most holy place
of the sanctuary was accomplished in that apartment.
. The parallel between the earthly and the heavenly
sanctuary has been sufficiently drawn to make at once the
application. The antitypical atonement, which is the real
removal of sin, was not made when the offering for this
dispensation was provided, nor by the service of the priest
in the first apartment of the sanctuary; but is accomplished
only by the service of the priest in the most holy place,
which is the closing work of our Lord’s ministration, the
cleansing of the sanctuary, a branch of the work which
did not commence, as we have seen, till 1844,

In this case, as in the type, the offering and the usual
priestly work precede the atonement. But when Christ
suffered for us, in what capacity was he acting?— Not as
our priest, but only as the offering; for he was put to
death by wicked hands, even as the victims of old were
slain by the sinner. It was as the sacrifice and offering
that he bore our sins in his body on the tree. Here the
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blood was provided with which he was to minister. This

was an act preparatory to the priestly work he was to

perform in the true sanctuary above; the atonement is the

last service he renders as pricst. Those who make the

offering to be the same as the atonement, confound to-

gether events that are more than eighteen hundred years
apart. The offering was general.  Christ died for all the
world. The sacrifice was offered to all who would accept
of it. But the atonement at the close is specific; it is
made only for those who seek the benefits of his redeem-
ing work, by ‘¢ repentance toward God, and faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Acts 20 : 21.

In reference to such texts as Heb. 1:3; T:27; and
9:12, 14, 26, it is only necessary to say that when Christ
shed his blood on the ecross, he ¢ purged” the sins of
men, and ‘¢ perfected ** and ¢ sanctified them, in the
sense that he there and then made wniversal provision
whereby all this might be done for all those who might
wish to have it done for them, and would manifest that
wish by coming to him. He ‘ offered himself’’ in the
sense of voluntarily yiclding himself up to die for the
world. And it is also to be remembered that Christ after
his ecrncifixion was raised from the dead, and made a
priest. He is, therefore, both offering and priest; and as
a priest he presents his own blood, and pleads his own
sacrifice, before the Father. Could any arrangement be
more striking and beautiful, and tend more powerfully to
show how efficient his priesthood must be in behalf of men?
But on the eross (allow it to be repeated), bearing the sin
of the world, and pouring out his blood for sinful men,
he was not acting as priest. His priesthood had not then
begun; and besides, it was no part of the priest’s work to
present the offering ; the sinner did that. 8o wicked men
crucified the Lord of glory., And though they did it not
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240 LOOKING UNTO JEBTS.

with penitence and faith, but with Satanic malignity and
cruelty, this is one of the instances in which God over-
rules the wrath of man to praise him. Satan and evil
men thought that they were destroying and putting out of
the way one whom they hated. And when their act was
done, lo! it was found that the great offering had been
made for the world, to whom, and through whom, mil-
lions upon millions would come in penitence and faith,
and find glad forgiveness of all their sins.

It is not the place here to introduce a dissertation on
the subject of the atonement, to show the philosophy, the
reasonableness, and justice of that glorious plan. The
subject is mentioned in this connection simply to show
that the great sanctuary question locates the atonement,
and guards us against the error of confounding the offer-
ing with the atonement, and placing the atonement at
the commencement of Christ's ministry, instead of at its
close. And thus we are shielded against the errors of
Universalism and Calvinism, as noticed above.

But does not Peter say, Repent and be baptized for
the remission of sins (Acts 2:39)% and if sins are re-
mitted in the act of baptism, how can we look forward to
a future time for the atonement and remission? So some
investigative minds may query. Bat the text does not
‘say that sins are remitted in baptism. It is only for, or
“in order to,”” remission that this rite is performed; for
it is only through the shedding of blood that remission is
actually obtained. Baptism, therefore, only looks for-
ward to & future time, when all the requirements of God
having been eomplied with in faith, sins will be blotted
out by the blood of Christ, and the tiines of refreshing
come from the presence of the Lord. Aects 3:19.
< It may be asked again if Rom. 5:11 does not say

- that we have already received the atonement. The word
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xara\layh (Ratallage), there rendered ¢¢ atonement,” should
be rendered ¢¢ reconciliation,”” ag in the margin, Recon-
ciliation is effected between ourselves and God, through
our repentance and the intercession of our great High
Priest above; but the atonement, or the removing of sins
go that they can be remembered no more against us, is
the last act of priestly service performed by the Lord
tor us.

But are not our sins forgiven now? and, if forgiven,
are they not put away? The answer is found in the
distinetion already noticed. ¢ Forgiving sin™ and ¢“blot-
ting out sin’’ are not the same. Forgiveness is condi-
tional; the condition being that we comply with certain
requirements upon which it is suspended, till the end of
our probation. If we fail, we stand at the last unfor-
given, and no atonement can be made for us. The same
may be gaid of every case where the word ‘¢ atonement *’
is used as applying in the present tense (as frequently in
Leviticus) before the great day of atonement; they were
all conditional; everything depended on being accepted
when the general atonement was made at the close of -
the yearly service. The prophet Ezckiel clearly states
the Bible doctrine on this point, and our Saviour gives a
parable, enforcing it by a most impressive illustration.

The Doctrine.— Eze. 18 :26 : ¢ When a righteous
man turncth away from his righteousness, and commit-
teth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he
hath done, shall he die.” In chapter 33 :13, it is added,
¢¢ A1l his righteousness shall not be remembered.”” That
is, he shall be treated as though he had never been right-
eous. But the righteousness of the righteous is by faith;
therefore, if he turn, and commit iniquity, he shall be
treated as if he nmever had had faith; the forgiveness,
conditionally extended, is withdrawn.
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Christ’s [llustration.— Matt. 18 : 21-35. We will not
take space to quote the whole parable, but simply epito-
mize the facts: A king had a servant who owed him

an enormous sum of money; but, having nothing where- -

with to pay, his lord forgave him the debt; but this same
servant had a fellow servant who owed him a small sum,
and, having nothing with which to pay, asked to be for-
given the debt. But his fellow servant would not, but
cast him into prison till he should pay all. His lord.
‘hearing of it, immediately withdrew hLis own offer, and
delivered the unmerciful debtor over to the officers till he
should pay all that was due. Christ puts the fearful point
to this illustration by adding, ¢ 8o liewise <hall 1wy
Heavenly Futher do also unto yov, if ye from your hearts
forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.”® This
plainly illustrates the conditional nature of forgiveness,
and shows how past forgiveness may be nullified by pres-
ent or future sin. '

How, then, if the atonement is yet future, do we re-
ceive of its benefits? How are we justified ! In reply,
let another question be asked : How, if the atonement
was made on the cross, did those who lived before that
time secure its benefits? And just as the people of God
who lived and died before Christ could receive the benefits
of the atonement if it was made on the eross, just so both
they and we can receive its benefits, if it is deferred to
be the closing work of this dispensation. /7 /s by faith.
The patriarchs were justified by faith, and so died. So
with the righteons ever since that day. All their life-
work, their acts of faith, stand faithfully written out in
the heavenly books of record. The time comes for the
investigative judgment, for the last division of Christ's
work ag priest, for the sanctuary to be cleansed, for sins
to be blotted out, for the atonement to be made. The
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books are opened. Every case is examined. Then the
sins of those whose record shows in their lives acts of re-
pentance, faith, and obedience, and who close up their
account in this condition, are atoned for, or blotted out.

And this work of examination began at the end of the
2300 days, in 1844. [t opened with the scene deseribed
in Dan. 7:9, 10. In this scene the Ancient of Days sits
as Judge. Christ is the great High Priest. ¢ Ten thou-
gand times ten thousand * (a hundred million) of heav-
enly assistants engage in this work. ¢ The judgment was
set and the books were opened.” Such is the scene of
overwhelming glory and solemnity that has heen going
on in the heavenly world in reference to the human family
since the ending of the days.




