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not repent, our sins are not blotted out of the record 
where the'y sta.id, but our names a.·o blotteu out of the 
book of life, and Christ denies our names before his 
Father, as those who have slighted hi. mercy, and arc not 
entitled to everlasting life through him. 

Thus the cleansing of tho sanctuary involves the exami­
nation of the records of all the deeds of OUI' li \'os. It is 
un "investigative" judglllent. Every indiddual of every 
generation from the beginning of the world, who has. evcl' 
become' interested in the work of Christ, thus pus.es in 
review before the great tri bunal above. So. Daniel, do­
scribing the opening of the scene, calls it a work of judg­
ment, and expressly 1I0tices the fact that the books are 
opened. Dan. 7 : 9, 10: 

This work has been going forward in the sanctuary 
above, sillce the end of the prophetic period in 1844. 
Beginning, according to the natural order, with tbe ear­
liest generation, the work . of examination passes on down 
through all tbe records of time, and closes witb the living. 
Then the sealing message (Revelation 7) will have per­
formed its work, and all antecedent questions being de­
termined, all eases decided, ' overy thing will be ready for 
tbe coming Of the Lord. 

Reader, think how many years already this solemn 
work has been in progress! H ow mnch longer can it 
continue , . More than half a century of this decisive work 

"·ofinvestigative judgmentalrcady pa; t, and yet how few 
of all the masses of the earth dream of tbeir position! 0 
church of Christ; lift up thy voice like a trumpet, soun(! 

. an alarm which shall canse ,,11 the inhabitants of the land 
-to hear and ctremble; for the great day of the Lord is 
. near, it ' is near, and basteth greatly, ' 

, It may' occur to some as an objection to tbe vieIV here 
offered, that no such work of judgment appeared in tho 
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type. and hence nothing of this kind could OCCIII' i ll tilt · 

alltitypl'. Of c()urse there i:-; all almust ilJDllitu diUcrcllt '!' 

oetween earthly things and hell\'enly. The law, ."id 
Puul, had nut. tho 'l't'I'y ilJllfr/(' of tlw tlliugB to cOllle, uUI 

ouly a 81w.dllif1 of them. H ub. 11) : 1. J\lun, back 
nut hcmts, liml cuukl not illtliviuunl 

c:a8<-'8 . TllU wOJ'k in t.lw tYIJe could, uuly In' 
ill its chal'acter, all otIcring flit' tlw wholp congn" 

;ratioD, Dut the people hat! individually tu atllict their 
,."uI8 while the high waH officiatillg fot' thelll, or 
\ot'ie the belH·fit of work. It was, a work of 
tht· SUl lle n,ltun', fiS far as it coulJ be performed by UIOl'ta\ 

IIlPll; and it wat3 cel'tnilJly suffieient to prefigul'e the greater 
and more solemu work of judgment, which IllDSt take 
place, yea. UP now taking' vInce, in heaven. 
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• In the type, before the atonement was reacheu, and its 
benefits secured, several steps were necessary : (1) It was 
necessary for the penitent to make confession of sin upon 
the head of his offering; (2) tho blood of the offering which 
was brought had then to be shed; (3) the priest then took 
that blood and performed a ministry with it, at the altar 
or in the sanctuary. A nd this work was performed threl' 
hundred and sixty-four days in the year bofore the day of 
atonement came. The work of atonement waH the la." 
cd'emonyof the year, and c!tlllpided the round of sallctu­
ary service. The offering and the service of the prieHt 
preceded the atonement. The offering was not the atone­
ment; , tbe service of tbe priest was not tbe ntonement, 
so long as be ministered in tbe holy place; no cOllipler(' 
atonement was made until the day of atonement 8rri\"('<1 . 
and the yearly service appointed for the most boly plact· 
of the sanctuary was accomplished in tbat apartment. 

The ' parallel between the eartbly and the heavcnly 
sanctuary has been sufficiently drawn to make at once tIll' 
application. The antitypical atonement, which is the real 
removal of sin, was not made when the offm'illg for this 
dispensation was provided, nor by the service of the prie,t. 
in the first apartment of the sanctuary ; bnt is accomplished 
only by the service of the priest in the most 1",1)' place, 
whicb is the closing work of our Lord's ministration, the 
cleansing of tbe sanctuary, a branch of the work which 
did not commence, as we ha"e seen, till 18.1,.1,. 

In this case, as in the type, the offering and the usual 
priestly work precede the aton ement. But when Christ 
suffered for us, in what capacity was he acting 1- "" ot as 
our priest, bnt only as the offering; for be was put to 
death by wicked hands, even as tbe victims of old were 
slain by the sinner. It was as the salYijice and qU'"";",, 
that he bore our sins in his body on the t,·te. Hel'e the 

blood was provided with which he was to minister. Thi. 
\va~ an act Jl1't'P({}'Ut01'Y to the pl'it..!stly work he was tu 
perform in the true sanctuary above;. the atonement is the 
I"st service he renders us priest. Those who make the 
offering to be the same as the atonement, confound to­
gether events that are more thun eighteen hundred ycars 
apart. The offering was (/'·1/f1'!l1. Uhrist died for all lice 
,,'orld. The sacrifice was offcreu to all who would accept 
, 'f it. Bnt the atonement at the close is ''llPrijicj it is 
made o"ly for those who seek the benefits of his redeem­
ing work, by "repentance toward God, and faith toward , 
uur Lord J csus Cbrist.·' Acts 2(l : 21. 

In refcrence to sneh texts a" H eb. 1: 3; 7: 27; and 
n : 12, 14, 26; it is only necessary to s,,)' that when Uhrist 
shed his blood on the cross, he "purged" the sillS of 
Ulen} and II perfected nand "sanctified" them, in the 
sense that he there alld then made uJli'l'f~~,.~al jJl·O/!i. ... £ou 
wbereby all this might he done for all those who might 
wish to have it done for them, and would manifest that 
wi.h .by coming to him. Ho ," offered him,elf" in the 
_onse of volunt.~rily yielding himself up tu die for the 
world. And it is al,o to be remembered that Christ after 
his crllcifixion was l'aiRed from the dead, and made a 
pri,'st. He is, therefore. hoth offering and pri"st; and a. 
n priest he PI'CSl'lIts his OW11 bloud, and plead~ his own 
.,\Crifice, before the Father. Could any arrangement be 
"".re striking aud beautiful, and tend more powerfully to 
show how ellicient bis priesthood must be in behalf of men! 
Ullt on the Cruss (allow it to .be repeated), bearing the sill 
"f the worlu, and pouring out bis blood for sinful men, 
he was not acting as pricst. His priesthood had not tben 
begllll; and besides, it was no part of the priest's work to 
present the offering; the sinner did that. So wickeu men 
cnieified the Lord of glory. And though tbey diu it not 
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with penitence and faith, but with Satanic malignity aUlI 
cruelty, this is OllC of the instances in wbich God over­
rules the wrath of man to praise him. !:lalan and evil 
men thought that they were destroying and putting out of 
the way one whom they hated. And when their act was 
done, 10 ! it wus found that the !(rcat offering had becn 
made for tbe world, to whom, and through wliom, mil· 
lioDs UpOll mill ions would come in penitcmce and fa itu, 
and find glad forgiveness of all their sins. 

It is not the place here to introduce a dissertation on 
the subject of the atonement, to show tho philosophy, the 
reasonableness, and justiee of that glorious plan. The 
subject is montioned in this connection simply to show 
that the great sanctuary question locates the atonement, 
and guards liS against the error of confounding the offer· 
ing with the atonement, and placing the atonement at 
the commencement of Christ's ministry, instead of at its 
close. And thlls we Bre shielded against the el'rOrS of 
Universalism and Calvinism, as noticed abo\·e. 

But does not Peter say, Repent and be baptized for 
the remission of sins (Acts 2 : 3~) 1 and if sins are re· 
mitted in the act of baptism, how can we l ook forward to 
a future time for the atonement and remission 1 So some 
investigative minds mfty quel·Y. But the text docA not 
',ay that sins a,'e remitted in baptism. It is only for. or 
"in order tOt " remiRAiol1 that this rite is performed; for 
it is only through the ,hedding of blood that remission i. 
actually obtained. Baptism, therefore, only looks for· 
ward to It future time, when all the requirements of God 
having been complied with in fai th, sins will be blotted 
ont by the blood of CIll·i.t, and the times of refreshing 
come from the presence of the Lord. Acts 3 : 1H . 
.' It may be asked R!(ain if Rom. 5 : 11 does not say 

that we have already received the atonement. The woru 

THE ,\'rONR:\n;NT, 

Ka,aAAam (katallage), there renuered "atonement," should 
be rendered " reconciliation," as in tho margin. H.eeoll­
ciliation is effectcd hetween ourselves and God, through 
our repentance and the intercession of our great High 
Priest above; but the atonement, or the removing of sins 
so that they can be remembered no more against us, i. 
the last act of priestly service performed by the I~Ol'U 

for us. 
But are not our sins forgiven now? and, if forgiven , 

are they not put away! The answer is found in the 
distinction already noticed . "Forgiving sin" and" blot­
tino- out sin" are not the samc. Forgiveness is condi-b , 

tional; the condition bcing that we comply with certain 
requirements upon which it is suspended, till the end of 
Ollr probation. If we fail , we stand at the last unfor· 
given, and no atonement can be made for us. The same 
may be said of every case where the word ., atonement " 
is used as applying in the prescnt tense (as frequently in 
Leviticus) before the grcat day of atonement; they were 
all conuitional; evcrything depemled ou being acccpted 
when the general atonement was made at the close of 
the yearly service. The prophet Ezekiel clearly states 
the Bible doctrine on this point, and our !:la vionr gives a 
parable, enforcing it by a most iml'ressil'e illustration. 

The .Doctl'inc.- Eze. 18: 26: "When a righteous 
man turneth away from his righteousness, and commit· 
teth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he 
hath done, shall he die." In chapter 33 : 13, it is auded, 
"All hie righteousness shall not he remembered. " That 
is. he shall be treated as though he had never been r ight. 
eous. Bnt the righteousness of the righteous is by faith; 
therefore, if he turn, and commit iniquity, he sh"n be 
treated as if he never had had faitb; the forgiveness, 
conditionally extended, is withdrawn. 

to 
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Ch"ist'" l11u8tl'l.dion.-Natt. 18: 21-35. We will not 
take space to quote ' the whole pal'ahle, but simply epito­
mize the facts: A king had a servant who I)wcd him 
an enOl'mou::; Bum of lUoney~ but, having nothing WhOl"C· . 
with to pay, hiB lord forgave him the debt; but this ""Ille 
servant had a fellow servant who o'v-ed him a small sum, 
and, having nothing with which to pay, asked to be for· 
given the debt. But his fellow sen 'ant would not, but 
cast him into prison till he SilOUld pay all. His lord, 
·hCill'ing of it, immediately withdrew his own offel', ami 
deliyered the unmerciful debtor over to the officer, till h( , 
should pay all that was. duo. Christ puts tho fearful point 
to this illustration by adding! ~"~IJ lIkd lJi;·w "dod! III!I 

/leavenly F((th~1' ito aho "tnio !lOll, if ye from Y0ul' heat'ts 
forgive not every ol1e his brother their trespasses. .. This 
plainly illustrates the conditional nature of forgil'cnoss, 
and shows how past iorgi"eness may be nullified by pres · 
ent or futUl'e sin, 

How, then, if the atonement is yet future, do we re­
ceive of its benefits 1 How are we justified! In reply, 
let another question be Hsked: How. if the atunelllent 
was made on the cross, did those who li\'ed before that 
t.ime seenre its henefits j And 'just as the people of God 
who lived and died before Uhrist could receive the benefits 
of the atonement if it was made on the cross, just so bot.h 
they and we can receive its benefits, if it is deferred to 
be the closing work of thi8 dispensation. It ;. hy f aith. 
The patriarchs were justified by faith, and so died. Su 
with the righteons ever since that day, All their life­
work, their aots of faith, stand faithfnlly written out in 
the heavenly books of record. The time comes fa I' tllP 

investigative jndgment, for t.he last clivision of Christ's 
work as priest. for the sanctuary to be cleansed, for sins 
to be blotted out, for the atonement to be made. The 

THE ATONEMENT. 

books arc opened. Every case is examined, Thun th" 
sins of those whose record tihoWIi ill their lives acts of 1'0· 

pentancc, faith, and obedience, ano who close up theil' 
account in this eOlldition, al'e atolleu ful', 01' blotted out. 

And this work of examination begau at the end of the 
2300 days, in 1 M-I. [t opened with the scene described 
in Dan. 7: V, 1(1, In this scene th" Ancient of Days sits 
as Judge, Christ is the !(,'cat Ilil(h Pri"s!. "Ten thou· 
salld times tell thou saud ~, ~ a hllIHlrt'd million) of heav ­
enly assistants engage in this work. t I The judgmont was 
set and the books were opened." Such is the sceue of 
overwhelming glory and solcmuity that bas heon going 
on in tllP hC:.l\"l~nlJ' world in reference to the human family 
Bince the elllJiilg of the dars. 


