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if h e ord ered you?” “Si Ex cellencia.” “You r Duce m eans more to you th an lif e itself ?” “Y es,” sai d th e
guard, “Ma quo, Excellencia, what sort of life is this under Fascism anyway?”

UNSEEN LEADER CONTROLLING

Now the real power, the unseen leader, mobilizing and controlling vast millions of men, through
his key men, the dictators, is his Satanic Majesty, the arch-rebel of the universe, the devil, and his associate
angels. Revelation 16:14 explains: “For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto
the k ings of th e eart h an d of t he who le world, to gather th em to th e b attle o f t hat g reat day of God
Almighty.” And Revelation 12:12, explaining the intensity of t he final stages of the controversy between
Christ and Satan, says: “Therefore rejoice, you heavens, and you that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabitants
of the earth and of the sea! For the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knows that
he hat h but a sho rt t ime.” And verse 17 s peaks, of t he dragon as m aking wa r wi th t he rem nant chur ch,
“which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.’
Satan, described as “the prince of the power of the air” in Ephesians 2:2, is spoken of as “the spirit
that n ow works i n t he c hildren of disobedience.” H owever, t hose who u nder t he c ontrol of Satan are
planning to d estroy the nations of the earth are soo n, to be destroyed. Note this prophetic statement from
Revelation 11:18 “And the nations were angry, and Thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they
should be judged, and that You should give reward unto Thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and
them that fear - Thy name, small and great; and should destroy them which destroy the earth.”
Referring to the o utcome o f th e f inal str uggle b etween th e f orces of good and ev il, th e Psal mist
wrote: “ Why do t he heathen ra ge, an d t he pe ople i magine a vai n t hing? The kings o f t he eart h set
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against His Anointed, saying, Let us
break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He t hat sits in the heavens shall laugh: the
Lord shall ha ve them in derision. You shall break them with a rod of iron; you shall das h them in pieces
like a potter’s vessel.” Psalm 2:1-9.

DARK OCCULT FORCES

Mrs. Nester Webster recently published a book en titled, “Th e World Rev olution,” writing with
such clear insight into t he meaning of the present development of world unrest, that Lord Sydenham of the
House of Lords referred to it as the “most important contribution to history ever made by a woman.” In one
of her concluding paragraphs this writer says: “It is t herefore no fantastic theory but the literal truth to say
that the present world crisis is a conflict between the powers of good and evil. Christianity is a beleaguered
citadel surrounded by the dark forces which have mustered for the supreme onslaught.” - Page 325.
And in t he preface of the sa me book, she writes concerning the revolutionary ideas of Socialism
and Anarchism as an “oc cult force, terrible, u nchanging, relen tless, and wholly d estructive, which
constitutes the greatest m enace that ha s ever confronte d the human race.” Th is description of the forc es at
work today is correct a nd exactly in ha rmony wit h sa cred Scri pture. A s uperhuman power is stirring the
leaders of nations and the forces of our mundane sphere, and maneuvering not only for the destruction of
liberty, but for the annihilation of mankind.

34. LAW AND GRACE RELATED
Grace Is God’s Goodness in Forgiveness of Sin

SPEAKING on the relations hip ex isting be tween law and grace, in the missionary m arquee, on
Sunday night, Pastor Mitchell said: “All who are ever saved eternally will be saved by grace.”
Sin is mentioned in the first book of the Bible, and the same book speaks of grace. Some are of the
opinion that the Jews, and all men saved before the death of Christ, were saved by keeping the law, and that
only those saved in the C hristian dispensation are s aved by grace. T hat is not so. Apart from the grac e of
God, neither Jews nor Ge ntiles could be saved. The Bible teaches that a ll men whether Jews or Ge ntiles
who are sav ed eternally will enter heaven by th e door, of grace. The redeemed of God h ave been “under
grace” from the very begi nning of sin. T he grace of God has been operating side by side with the law of
God unceasingly from the very moment that sin crept into our earth. It is impossible for sin, or the grace of
God, to exist apart from the law of God.
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SIN DEFINED BY LAW OF GOD

An enthusiastic student of the Bible recently expressed his belief that the Ten Commandments had
been ab olished at t he c ross. I had m et many wh o l ike t his y oung man ha d bee n un der t his grave
misapprehension. So to help this man I asked: “How do you know sin?” Rather hesitatingly and doubtingly
he replied, “Oh my conscience.” I kn ew I must strike hard to disillusion him. So I th en said: “Paul was a
better man than you, and he did not know sin but by the law. Now, how do you know sin?” The remark
greatly impressed him. He gazed at m e in wonderment which was his only re ply. He no longer referred to
conscience as a safe sin detector after, listening to Paul’s inspired words of Romans 7:7, “I had not known
sin, but by the law.” Pa ul ha d acce pted C hristianity, he was living i n the Chris tian dispensation, but he
recognized the existence and necessi ty of t he Ten C ommandment l aw of G od. Th e l aw of God t hen,
according to Scripture, is the only standard by which we can scripturally define sin.
Now in order to understand correctly the rel ationship between law and grace, and t o see their i nReparable co nnection, we m ust get t he sc riptural de finitions of t hese terms. Fi rstly, not ice t he B ible
definition of si n. 1 John 3:4 clearly states: “Sin is th e t ransgression of t he la w.” It is evident, t hen, that
wherever the re is sin there exists, also, t he law. Now, seco ndly, we t hink of tho se familiar wo rds o f
Romans 5:20: “But where sin abounded, grace did m uch more abound.” Thus grace is found si de by side
with sin. Sin proves the existence of the law, for “sin is the transgression of the law.” And grace proves the
existence of the law, for grace is the forgiveness of sin.

THE LAW AND SIN

Now let us ana lyze the relationship between the law of God, sin, grace, t he gospel, and ministers,
and churches. Scripture says: “Sin is the transgression of the law.” Now suppose the law were abolished, as
many imagine, what would be the result? Why, if the law no longer existed there would be no sin. Romans
4:15 states a sim ple truth: “Where there is n o law th ere is no tra nsgression.” You cannot tra nsgress a law
that has been abolished and is thus non-existent. Hence if the law of God were abolished there would be no
sin, and thus no need of grace from God to forgive sin, for grace is the goodness of God that forgives sin. It
is the unmerited favor of God toward the sinner, made possible by virtue of the atoning blood of Christ.
Then further, if there is no law, and consequently no violation of the law, or sin, then there would
be no need of grace, the forgiveness of sin; then there would be no need of the gospel to tell about the grace
of God; and no need of ministers to preach the gospel of the grace of God, and, finally, no need of churches
in which to preach the gospel. So here is briefly the logic of the position. If the law exists still, we have this
line: Law, sin, grace, gos pel, ministers, churches. But if the law is aboli shed, and no longe r exists it must
read like this: No law, no sin, no need of grace, no need of the gospel, no need of ministers to preach the
gospel, no need of churc hes in which to preach the gospel of the grace of God. Which is it, Christian
friends, the law, or no law?

PAUL’S INSPIRING FAITH

It is ab solute foolishness to say, as m any do that they are unde r grace and are free from any
allegiance to the law of God.
Paul believed in being sa ved by grace acce pted through faith, but he ne ver said anythi ng about a
complete severance from the law of God. Listen to his words of Romans 3:31: “Do we then make void the
law through faith? God forbid; yes, we establish the law.”
All men, whether i n harmony with the law, and thus under grace, or viol ating the law, and under
disgrace, are under the jurisdiction of God’s law. This is definitely taught in Romans 3:19. Those, however,
who are by God’s grace obeying the law, and are thus in harmony with it, are not under its condemnation as
are those who are violating it. Those who obey, and ar e in harmony with the law, are “unde r grace.” Those
who ignore or break the law of God, as sinners, are under the condemnation of the law, as well as subject to
its jurisdiction.
I have met those who think that by ignoring the law of God, and violating it where it pleases them,
they show that they are not under the law, but under grace. What a terrible delusion! Those who ignore and
violate the law of God are the very ones who are not “under grace” but under the condemnation of the law.
The only persons who are “ under grace” are those who have been forgiven of their si ns, and by the power
and grace of God are in harmony with the law of God.
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SEEKING GOD’S GRACE

Those who ignore and break the law of God are sinners. They are under disgrace, not grace. They
must repent, confess, and forsake their sin in thus violating God’s law, before they are forgiven and come
into that condition s poken of as “ under gra ce.” Regardless of what one may claim , one cannot be unde r
grace while violating any of. God’s Te n Commandm ents. The grace of God save s “from s in.” Matthew
1:21. It does not save us “in” our sins. The grace of God washes white, it does not “white-was h” and leave
the sins underneath.
When a m an i s save d “f rom sin” he t hus c omes i nto har mony wi th t he l aw o f G od, a nd thus i s
under grace. But being under grace does not give him a license to break the law again. No! Immediately he
commences breaking the c ommandments again, he falls from grace and is under t he condemnation of the
law.
I have conversed with men who have been of the opinion that the law of God was abolished, but I
have not yet met the man to tell me that there is no longer any sin. No, all ad mit that sin abounds. And so,
logically, all must ad mit th at th e law o f God , or Ten Co mmandments, still ex ists, for “sin is th e
transgression of the law.” That is why we need the saving grace of God. For the same reason, too, we need
the pre aching of the gospel of the grace of God, with al l the heave nly power a vailable, by Spirit-filled
preachers in every church under the sun.

CHRIST’S MISSION TO ABOLISH SIN, NOT THE LAW

Christ came to abolish not the law of Ten Commandments or any section of it, but to abolish sin,
which Scripture defines as the transgression of the law.
Grace i s de fined t o be t he unmerited fa vor of God, ex hibited i n t he fo rgiveness of si n. And
according to 1 John 3:4, “Sin is the transgression of the law.” If the law were a bolished the work of gra ce
would automatically cease. If the law were a bolished at-the cross as is supposed by some, then there would
be no transgression of t he law, hence no sin, consequently no need of grace or the forgiveness of sin. The
law is not against grace, neither is grace against the law. Each serves in its own sphere. The purpose of the
law is to define sin, and it is needed by the saint as well as the sinner. The law tells the transgressor that he
is a si nner, but it cannot save him. The en d of t he law, is, therefore, to point men to Christ. One ,does not
dispense with t he mirror beca use it reveals one ’s face to be unclean, but uses the remedy, soap and wa ter.
Even after soap and water have cleansed once, the mirror is still needed.

“NO TRANSGRESSION”

Suppose a person were arrested for attending a gospel meeting, and brought before a judge. The
judge would ask the officer on what c harge the prisoner was arrested, and the officer would answer, “for
attending a rel igious meeting.” Supposing the judge says, “There is no law against a p erson’s attending a
religious service; and since there is no law against which this man has offended, I shall grant him a pardon
and set him free.” The acc used would surely reply, “I need no pardon, for I ha ve violated no law.” Grace,
or pardon, cannot be extended to anyone if there is no law that he has broken, “for where no, law is, there is
no transgression.” Romans 4:15.
Grace, though it f orgives, grants no license to the sinner to continue in sin. If a m an were found
guilty of a great crime, and fined the maximum sum of money, or as an alternative sentenced to a long term
of imprisonment, he would certainly be under the law.
But suppose a friend, knowing that the prisoner was too poor to pay the fine, did so for him. He
would no lon ger be under the cond emnation of the law. But would he still be under the jurisdiction of the
law? Yes, by all means. He has no more liberty to go and commit that crim e again t han he had before he
was liberated. He is not only still under the jurisdiction of the law, but be ing liberated he is under a debt of
gratitude to live an exemplary life in the future. Likewise the grace of Christ should lead one not to ignore
the law of God, but to come into closer harmony with its divine precepts and righteous standards.
The st rong l anguage of Sc ripture em phasized t he t ruth i n t he wo rds o f Gal atians 2: 17: “B ut i f,
while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves are found sinners , is therefore Christ the minister of
sin? God forbid.” Similarly in Romans 6:1, 2: “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace
may abound?” And again Paul answers, “God forbid.”
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35. THE CROSS AND THE LAW
THE death of C hrist o n t he cros s o f C alvary i s th e central th eme o f Ch ristianity, said Pastor
Mitchell in h is m ission lectu re on Sunday n ight. In t he eternal plan of Go d, death is th e result of sin.
Romans 6:23 says: “The wages of sin is death.” And 1 John 3:4 says “Sin is the transgression of the law.”
But C hrist ne ver t ransgressed t he l aw. J ohn 15:10 rec ords C hrist as saying, “I ha ve kept My Father’s
commandments.” Christ spoke the words of John 8:46, “Which of you convinces Me of sin?” Why then did
Christ, as t he sinless Son of God, submit to the wages of sin, and die the cruel death of the cross? As the
perfect One, death ha d no claims on Him, and Matthew 26:53 teaches that had Christ requested it, more
than twelve legions of angels would have surrounded and protected Him from the murderous throng that
had ca ptured Him for Calvary’s cro ss. Why, th en, d id He vo luntarily su bmit to th e co urse th at led to
Calvary’s cross and Joseph’s new tomb?
Men and women, old and young, let me tell you right here, that the death of Christ has a meaning
so deep that we shall never be able to fathom it. And the actual death, though ignominious and cruel, was
not the hardest for Christ to bear. It was th e separation from. His Father as the Sin-bearer that broke the
Savior’s heart. Listen to the words echoing from the cross on Calvary’s hill: “My God, My God, why have
You forsake n Me?” As the Sin-bearer, He addresse s His Father. Not as the Son of God,
but as the
condemned sinner, He use s the word s “My God” instead of “Father.” Matthew 27:46. Then according to
verse 50 “Je sus, w hen He ha d cri ed a gain with a l oud v oice, y ielded up t he ghost.” Tho ugh t he Father
suffered with the Son, and all h eaven was st irred with grief, yet in Order to become the Sin-bearer, Christ
died as a sinner separated from a .holy, God.

ATONEMENT FOR SIN

Christ ha d never sinned, He ne ver t ransgressed one o f t he sac red Ten C ommandments. B ut i n
voluntarily accepting death He di d s o on behalf of mankind, you a nd me, who ha ve sinne d, who have
broken the law, the penalty of which is death. Christ’s death was a vicarious death. He of fered His own
sinless life t o pay th e p enalty o f th e brok en law, on behalf of si nners. He as th e sinner’s sub stitute thus
made an aton ement for sin. His was a substitutionary death to meet the just demands of the broken law on
behalf of sinners.
The cross thus becomes irrefutable proof of two great truths: the eternal, unchangeable nature of
the law of God, and the eternal, unfathomable depths of the love of God. If the law of God could have been
set aside, Christ need never have died to pay its penalty. The death of Christ is the strongest argument in the
world that the law of God could never be altered or abolished. If the law could have been set aside, then sin,
the t ransgression of t he l aw, coul d have been set asi de, and death, “t he W ages o f si n,” co uld have bee n
avoided.
Christ’s vicarious death to meet the penalty of the broken law, eternally proves that in God’s plan
His moral law is eternal, unchangeable, immutable, everlasting, and that the justice of God requires that the
penalty of the broken law be paid. Viewing the cross we behold justice and mercy in the one glance. It tells
us t hat w hile we can not be saved by ‘ morality wi thout C hristianity, no m ore c an we be sa ved by
Christianity without morality. The cross portrays law and grace dwelling together.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE LAW

Romans 3:31 teaches that our faith in t he cr oss m eans not the aboliti on of the law, but the
establishment of it. Th e cross means not the abolition of the law, but the possibility of forgiveness for the
transgression o f the law. Christ d ied n ot to abolish t he law bu t sin, th e tran sgression of th e law. Th at
abominable thing which the Lord hates is not the holy law of God, but sin, the transgression of that law. He
became the sinner’s substitute, that through His deat h He might forgive sin, and thus bring the si nner into
harmony with the p erfection of the law. In order to maintain th at harmony with the law, He promises to
take up His abode with the obedient, thus bringing the law, and the power to obey it, rig ht into the life of
those who allow Him to do so. Listen to the promises of John 14:21, 23: “He that hath My commandments,
and keeps them, he it is that loves Me: and h e that loves Me shall be loved of My Fat her, and I Will love
him, and will manifest Myself to him.” “Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love Me, he will keep
My words: and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”
By virtue of t he cross, the gospel brings salvation within the reach of ev ery man. But we are not
saved if we con tinue t o ign ore or willfu lly v iolate th e law. Far fro m it . Th e sta ndard o f piety is n either
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changed nor lowered by the cross. But m eans are provided to reach and ad equately help us in our fallen
state.
If men and women are s atisfied with a righteousness that ignores the law of God, it is rig hteous
only acco rding to human stan dards an d man -made id eals, but will no t m eet God ’s req uirements in th e
judgment. The gospel does not substitute som ething el se in the place of that perfec tion which the law
demands, but through Christ it provides the requisite means for securing that very perfection in us.
Pardon for past sins is obtainable by virtue of the cross. But we m ust not presume to continue in
sin, or tra nsgression of the law. T o prepare for eternity it is im perative that we accept the provision made
which takes away our carnal minds and gives heavenly power to obey the comm andments. Surely this was
very exp ensive to th e Law -giver th at H is o nly Son should d ie. Th e law w hich d emands su ch a sacr ifice
must be a sacred law.
When the gospel has wrought its wo rk perfectly in our hearts, we a re in exact c onformity to the
law of God.
“The law reveals and m akes us kn ow what duties to our God we owe; But this the gospel must
reveal Where lies our strength to do His will.”
If we pass the test of t he day of j udgment, the righteousness of t he law of God, by virtue of t he
adequate provision made by Christ, must be fulfilled in us.
No one can fight against, or trample upon, the law of God without grieving Christ, for the law of
God is in th e i nnermost san ctuary of His heart. If He is allo wed to do so He will write th e law on yo ur
heart. Hebrews 10:16 puts it clearly: “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, said
the Lord. I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them.”
Then you with Christ will in the words of Psalm 40:8 be able to say truthfully: “I delight to do Thy
will, O My God: yes, Thy law is within My heart.”

LAW NEVER BE PUT ASIDE

Christ did not love suffering. Listen to the thrice-repeated prayer of Get hsemane, as re corded in
Matthew 26: “O My Father, if it he possible, let this cup pass from Me.” But the cross demonstrated beyond
the shadow of a do ubt that the law could never be set aside, else such a pri celess gift never would have
been given to free men from death, the penalty of t he broken law. The cross demonstrates Heaven’s great
love for sinners, and proves that the law was so adamantine that nothing could change it.

36. THE LAW OF GOD AND HUMAN WEAKNESS
Harmony Displacing Discord

How is it possible to live the Christian life of obedience to God’s commandments?
Give a little b oy of t wo years an ax e, and ask him to cut down an Australian gum tree. Mak e the
axe perfect, give it th e keenest k ind of edg e; th en place it in th e ten der hands of the in fant ch ild. What
happens? The tree continues to hold its head aloft, upright in its place. Why? Because the axe is no good ?
No; but because the flesh is weak. Put the same axe into the hands of a stalwart wood-chopper and the task
is accom plished with ease and pleasure. T he axe is just what is neede d, but strong hands are needed to
wield it. If the hands are weak, do not condemn the axe.

LAW PERFECT-FLESH WEAK

So it is with men and women. The law given by God to assist in preparing a character for heaven
is perfect. It is just what is needed to guide and assist mankind to prepare a perfect character; but the flesh
is weak. “The perfect law of liberty” is the description of James 1:25. Heaven and earth agree that the law
is perfect. Heaven and earth also agree that “the flesh is weak.” How then can harmony displace the discord
caused by the clash between the perfect moral law of God and the weakness of human nature?
This discord is aptly described by Paul, in Romans 7:14-24, where he states, “The law is spiritual:
but I am carnal, sold under sin.”
The weakness of the carnal, unconverted nature is further described by Paul. And the recognition
of failure is depicted in th e cry for assistan ce: “O wretched man that I am ! Who shall deliver me from the
body o f t his death?” And in verse 25 Pa ul i ntroduces t he solution t o the pr oblem, “I t hank God t hrough
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Jesus Christ ou r Lord.” Then in chapter 8 he continues to show how the “righteousness of th e law” can be
fulfilled in us.

ILLUSTRATING SCRIPTURAL TRUTH

Now I will g ive an illu stration th at will h elp you to grasp a wonderful Scriptural tru th. Sup pose
that a farmer friend of mine after one of my mission services steps up to me and says, “Preacher, would you
like to earn a little money during your vacation?”
I answe r in the affirm ative, assuring him that som e exce llent missionary pr ojects can t hus be
assisted. Then he explains: “I want you to build a ba rn on my farm. I kn ow exactly what is required, and
here is a list of ten specifications.”
I read t hem over with him. The fi rst describes the length of t he barn. The second its height and
width, and the third the location of the mangers. The fourth describes the roof and the fifth tells the kind
and size of windows. The si xth specifies the place for doors, the seventh the kind of foundation, a nd the
eighth t he hayloft. T he ninth descri bes t he kind o f t imbers fo r t he va rious parts of t he bui lding, a nd t he
tenth the nails and hardware. Then the farmer says, “I will furnish all th e materials, you will on ly need to
build the barn according to the ten specifications. When it is thus built I will pay you £300.” Because of the
generosity of my farmer friend, I am impressed that I must complete the task in an excellent manner. With
this feeling in mind I set to work.
The tim e co mes when I report that t he barn is built. “Is it built in perfect accord wi th the te n
specifications?” the farmer asks.
I recollect that the specifications greatly troubled me, but I ask him to come and look- it over. But
to my great dismay, after inspecting it and comparing it with the specifications, I listen to the farmer friend
sadly saying, “Why, Mr. Preacher, there is not a single specification that you have carried out. The length,
width, and height are all wrong, and dangerously out of proportion. No animal could under the building, for
the doors are where the windows should be high off the ground. The mangers are so high that even a giraffe
could no t feed fro m th em. Y ou have used spikes in stead o f n ails and sp lit th e weath er-boards. And th e
foundation is terribly insecure. The first brisk breeze may cause the whole- barn to collapse.”
I feel terribly embarrassed, but can o nly see one way out of the terrible dilemma. I poi nt out that
all my trouble, my perplexity, and grief were caused by the specifications. It was so terribly hard to comply
with them. I suggest that the farmer burn them. If he will only destroy the specifications, then it will b e all
right. Bu t th e farm er says, “W hat are you tryin g t o tell me? Do y ou th ink t hat th is b arn, all ou t o f
proportion, lop sided, and a positive danger to an yone th at co mes n ear it, will b e all righ t ju st b y my
destroying the specifications? No, sir! The specifications are exactly what are necessary.
It’s the barn that’s wrong, not the specifications.”

THE SOLUTION

You m ay s mile at the idea of de stroying t he speci fications o f th e barn; but is not th e argument
about abolishing the law of God just as unsound and ridiculous? The law is perfect. The solution required
must tell how to bring our lives into harmony with its specifications.
Now co me b ack to ou r illu stration. While I stan d th ere, co nfronted b y my miserable failure and
inability to accom plish the task, a nd reluctantly compelled to adm it that my suggestion of destroying the
specifications would not make the barn right, my farmer friend offers a true solution to the problem.
He states that he is not only a farm er, but a master builder himself. He asks me if I will undertake
to build again, side by side with him, and under his constant direction. He promises to do practically all the
work himself, b ut will g ive me th e cred it fo r it, and then p ay m e th e £ 300 cash . All h e wan ts is my
willingness a nd cooperation. Ah! Here is a real sol ution t o all m y great difficulties and perplexing
problems. I proceed now to work side by side with the master builder. I see the buildi ng grow day by day,
exactly according t o the s pecifications. Success and perfection are now ass ured. The specifications are
treasured as a real necessity, and genuine help in producing the required building. They n o longer trouble
me, for I am working now with the master builder.
Now, friends, this illustrates exactly the method employed by the Master Builder of characters for
the kingdom. Exodus 19:4-8 describes the terms of t he old covenant made by the children of Israel. They
undertook to obey in their own strength, saying, “All th at the Lord hath said, we will d o.” But they failed
miserably, for thirty days afterward they were dancing around and worshipping the golden calf. There was
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nothing wrong with the law of God that they undertook to obey, but Hebrews 8:8 explains that the fault was
with the people.
Then c ontinuing t he sam e chapt er, verse 10 describes w hat t he L ord now u ndertakes u nder t he
new covenant: “I will p ut My laws in to their mind, and write them in their hearts; and I will b e to them a
God, and they shall be to Me a people.” Hebrews 10:16 and Jeremiah 31:33 emphasize the same plan. Here
God undertakes the responsibility of writing the law of God in the heart. All He wan ts is o ur willingness,
and He will work out the specifications of the Ten Commandments in our lives. Revelation 14:12 describes
those who keep the commandments of God as also having the faith of Jesus. The faith of Jesus is His, it is
part of Him. To have His faith we must have Him dwelling in the life.
Paul e xplains this i n Gal atians 2:20. G od’s pl an t hen is certain ly th e real so lution. Are yo u
building with the Master Builder? If so you will find no trouble in obeying the specifications.

37. GOD AND MAN

The Two Blood-Sealed Covenants
IS it possible that the King of the universe would condescend to enter into covenant relations with
man-that He who made all would make agreements with that which He made, and so in a sense with His
creatures place them on equality with Himself? It is no t only possible it h as. God the Creator has indeed
covenanted
Here are a few introductory facts:1. While ot her cove nants are m entioned i n Scri pture, Hebrews 8:13 teaches t hat the re are two
covenants related to each other, as the old and the new, according to the time of t heir ratification, or their
being sealed.
2. A di stinguishing feat ure abo ut t hese t wo co venants i s t aught i n He brews 9:12-20, and other
verses, that they were both sealed with blood.
3. Furthermore, Jeremiah 31:31-33 and Romans 9:3-5 show that the new covenant as well as t he
old was made with Israel. God never made any covenant with Gentiles as such. Gentiles, however, become
heirs by their acceptance of Christ. Galatians 3:29 explains, “If you be Christ’s, then are you Abraham’s
seed, and heirs according to the prom ise.” And Ephesians 2:12, 19 explains that while as Gentiles we are
strangers from the covenants of promise by ado ption through Christ, we become no l onger foreigners, but
fellow citizens of the “Commonwealth of Israel.”
4. The old-covenant was made with Israel after they came out of the land of Egypt. Hebrews 8:9.
5. This covenant did not exist before it was made at Mount Horeb, or Sinai. Deuteronomy 5:2, 3.

THE OLD COVENANT

Now before we find out what the old covenant is, it will help us to find out-what it is not. It is not
the Ten Commandments, as is supposed by some. Here are the reasons why it could not possibly be:
1. There was no shedding of blood in connection with the giving of the Ten Commandments at
Sinai.
2. T he Ten Commandments exi sted and were wel l k nown an d o bserved be fore t hey were
committed to writing at Sinai, as seen in Genesis 2:1-3 and 2 6:5; Exodus 16:4, 5 and 18:16.
3. The first covenant was faulty. But “the law of the Lord is perfect.” Hebrews 8:7, 8; Psalm 19:7.
4. The first or old c ovenant “decays a nd waxes old,” a nd “is rea dy to vanish a way.” He brews
8:13. But the law of God is eternal and everlasting, as i s shown by such texts as Psalm 111:7, 8,
Matthew 5:17-19, Luke 16:17, etc.
These facts for ever establish the truth that the Ten C ommandments, or the law of G od, was not
the old covenant. God does refer to His commandments as His covenant, but it was not the old or the new
covenant, and is never referred to in Scripture as such.
God’s Ten Commandments, the basi s of Hi s go vernment, whi ch He cal ls His covenant, are
separate and distinct, and outside of both the old and the new covenant.
To illu strate: Goo d citizen s of ou r Commo nwealth are in cov enant relatio nship with th e
Government. The Government says, “If you will obey the laws of this Commonwealth, your life, lib erty,
and property will be protected.” That is the mutual agreement, or covenant, virtually existing between the
citizen and t he Government. But when we s peak of the Government alone, its covenant would be i ts laws
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which it commands its citizens to perform. Hosea 6:7 with its m arginal refe rence, teaches that Adam
transgressed God’s covenant. That, of course, was not the old covenant, made at Sinai, but God’s covenant
commanded, His eternal law.
Now we turn to Exodus 19:1-9, and we find the old covenant being made at Horeb, or Sinai. The
Lord is en tering into a cov enant with Israel. “Now therefore, if y ou will obey My vo ice indeed, and keep
My covenant, then you shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people: for all th e earth is Mine: and
you shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which you shall speak.
unto the children of Israel.” Verses 5, 6. The next scene is Moses placing the matter before the people for
their consideration. Then they accept the conditions of the covenant by responding, “All that the Lord hath
spoken we will do.” Verse 8.
Coming on, up to the twenty-fourth chapter we find that three times the people repeat the promise,
their part of the ag reement, “all th at the Lord hath said, we will d o.” Then in Exodus 24:8 we fi nd Moses
sealing the covenant by sprinkling blood on the people, saying, “Behold the blood of the covenant which
the Lord hath made with you concerning all these words.”
The law of God written on tables was not sprinkled with blood. In fact, it had not yet been written,
for after the old covenant was sealed, Exodus 24:12 records God’s invitation to Moses to come up into the
mount to recei ve the ta bles of stone with the Ten Commandments writte n the reon. The last verse of t he
chapter states that Moses was there forty days.
But wh at of the cov enant promise made b y th e Israelites? Ah! During tho se forty d ays
immediately aft er t heir promise t hey made t he golden cal f, an d o n hi s ret urn Moses f ound them
worshipping it. Th eir co venant was bro ken-a fitting demonstration of th e weakn ess o f m an, an d h is
inability to keep God’s law in his own strength. This is brought to view in Exodus 31.
But what a blessing that God had in mind a “better covenant,” established upon “better promises”!
Hebrews 8:6. It is like the experience of a b oy who tackles a gi ven task, but does it all wrong. His father,
touched with love for the boy, in vites him to do the work again. The ‘bo y is w illing, but hardly believes
that success is possible. But this time the father goes along with him, and so completely helps him that the
father more than the boy is responsible for the boy’s complete success.

THE NEW COVENANT

Now this brings us to the new covenant. We find it ou tlined in Jeremiah 31:31-33. “Behold, the
days come, said the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel. . . . I will put My law in
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God and they shall be My people. “ Hebrews
8:10 and 10:16 teach the sa me blessed thought: “For this is the cove nant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days, said the Lord; I will put My laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and
I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people.”
This better c ovenant, after b eing t aught for t hree a nd a half y ears by the Sa vior Himself, was
sealed with His blood. T he old covena nt was sealed w ith the blood of an imals, the new, with the blood of
Christ.
Do you notice that the law of God is still the basis of the new covenant? But it is written in a more
vital place than on the tables of ston e. Christ by His Spiri t writes the law on the hea rts of those who are
willing to let Him. By the power of God He gives us the new heart. And 2 Peter 1:4 speaks of our reception
of the divine nature, that gives victory instead of defeat!
So every new-covenant Christian has God’s holy law written in his heart. Would you like to see a
demonstration of the new covenant?
Listen to the Apostle Paul’s testimony “Do we then make, void the law through faith? God forbid;
yes, we establish the law.” Romans 3:31.
And when the new-covenant work has been accomplished, in our hearts, we shall say with Christ:
“I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yes, Thy law is within My heart.” Psalm 40:9; Hebrews 10:7.
Thus the great God covenants with you and me, if we will allow Him, to write His holy law in our
hearts, that the divine standard of His eternal kingdom may be the actuating principle of our lives.
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