CHAPTER SIX

Demons

T

he Bible not only teaches the existence of the devil but
also of a great company of his followers known as
demons or evil spirits. These demons originally were
holy but with the leader, Satan, they fell away from God.
Their ultimate end will be eternal damnation when God
judges Satan and his host at the Great White Throne
judgment IRevelation 20:10-15) .
These demons have certain chaucteristics revealed by
the Scripture, including the following:
III Demons are spirits without bodies.
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of
tbis darkness , against the spiritual forces of wickedness

in tbe heavenly places IEphesians 6:12, NASB).

12) Demons were originally in fellowship with God .
And angels who did not keep tbeir own domain, but
abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal
bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day

!Jude 6, NASB) .
13! Demons aTe numerous .
For He said unto him, "Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!" And He was asking him, "What is your

name?" And he said to Him, "My name is Legion; for we
are many" IMark 5:8, 9, NASB) .
141 Demons are organized .
.. . Tbis man casts out demons only by Beelzebub tbe
ruler of the demons IMattbew 12:24, NASBI .
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(5 J Demons have supernatural powers.
For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which

go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them
together for the war of the Great Day of God, the
Almighty (Revelation 16:14, NASBJ .
(6J Demons are knowledgeable of God.
And behold, they cried Ollt, saying, "What do we have to
do with you, Son of God? Have you come here to torment

us before the time'" (Mattehw 8:29, NASB J.
(7) Demons are allowed to roam the earth and torment
unbelievers .
Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a mao, it passes
through waterless places, seeking rest, and does not find
it. Then it says, "I will return to my house from which I
came"; and when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept
and put in order. Then it goes, and takes along with it
seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go
in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes

worse than the first (Matthew 12:43-45, NASBJ .
(81 Demons sometimes can inflict sickness .

And as they were going out, behold a dumb man, demon
possessed, was brought to Him . And after the demon was

cast out, the dumb man spoke ... (Matthew 9:32, 33,
NASBJ.
[9) Demons can possess or control animals.
And He gave them permission. And coming out, the
unclean spirits entered the swine; and the herd rushed
down the steep bank into the sea, about two thousand of
them, and they were drowned in the sea (Mark 5 :13,

NASBJ.
(10) Demons can possess or control human beings.

And also some women who had been healed of evil spirits
and sicknessesj Mary who was called Magdalene, from

whom seven demons had gone out (Luke 8:2, NASBJ.
(11) Demons sometimes can cause mental disorders.
And when He had come out of the boat, immediately a
man from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him and
he had his dwelling among the tombs . And no one was
able to bind him anymore, even with a chain ... and
constantly night and day among the tombs and in the
mountains, he was crying out and gashing himself with

stones (Mark 5:2,3, 5, NASBJ .
(12J Demons know that Jesus Christ is God.
And just then there was in their synagogue a man with an
unclean spirit; and he cried out, saying, "What do we
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have to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come
to destroy us? I know who you are - the Holy One of

God" (Mark 1:23,24, NASBJ .
(13J Demons tremble before God.
You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons

also believe, and shudder (James 2:19, NASB J.
(14J Demons teach false doctrine .
But the Spirit explicitly says that in lat er times some will
fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful

spirits and doctrines of demons (I Timothy 4: I, NASB J.
(15J Demons oppose God's people.
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of
this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness

in the heavenly places (Ephesians 6:12, NASB J.
(16J Demons attempt to destroy Christ's Kingdom.
Be of sober spirit, be on the alert . Your adversary, the
devil, prowls about like a roaring liOD, seeking someone
to devour (1 Peter 5:8, NASBJ .

(17J God takes advantage of the actions of demons to accomplish His divine purposes.
Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the
men of Shechem; and the men of Shechem dealt

treacherously with Abimelech (Judges 9:23, NASBJ.
(18J God is going to judge demons at the last judgment.
For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but
cast them into hell and committed them to pits of

darkness, reserved for judgment ... (2 Peter 2:4, NASB J.

Demon Possession
Since the release of the motion picture, "The Exorcist,"
there has been renewed discussion about the subject of
demon possession. Can demon possession, or control of a
person's will by a demon, actually occur? What are the
signs of a possessed person? Is it really just superstition
and ignorance to believe in demon possession? Because of
the continual interest in these and other questions, we felt
we should address the subject of demon possession.

The Reality of Demon Possession
The evidence from Scripture is unmistakable that a
human being can be possessed or controlled by a demon or
evil spirit (Mark 7 :24-30,9:17-291.

:'

54

rill

CHAPTER SEVEN

the Lord in counseling and spiritual warfare, should take
an active part in diagnosing or treating alleged cases of
demon possession. The human body, mind and spirit is so
complex and interrelated that it takes spiritual discernment coupled with a great amount of knowledge to deal
responsibly with what appears to be demon possession.
If you know of someone who appears to be demon
possessed and who wants help, you can and should pray
for him and direct him to someone who is qualified to
help. There is hope for him: God can and will set him free
from whatever is binding him, be it demonic, physiologicalor psychologicaL
NOTE: The subject 01 the believer and demon possession will be

JeaneDixon

dealt with in a later volume .

I

nvariably when the subject of astrology is discussed, the
question of Jeane Dixon is brought up. Is Jeane Dixon a
true prophetess? Do her powers come from God? What
about the amazing predictions that she has made? We feel
these and other questions concerning Jeane Dixon need to
be addressed in light of the Bible in order to get a true
picture of the situation.

Background
Jeane Dixon was born Jeane·lor Lydia! Pinckert around
the turn of the century in a small Wisconsin town. Her
psychic abilities were either non· existent or hidden during
her early years . It was not until she met a gypsy woman
who gave her a crystal ball that her psychic career began .
Supposedly, this gypsy woman told her she had the
makings of a psychic, destined for great things . Although
she received recognition as early as the forties for her
psychic powers, it was the publication of two books
concerning her life, A Gift of Prophecy by Ruth Mont·
gomery in 1965, and leone Dixon , My Life and Prophecies
by Rene Noorbergen in 1969, that made her famous .

The Claims of Jeane Dixon
Jeane Dixon has made it clear that she believes her
prophetic gift comes from God. "It is my belief God has
given me a gift of prophecy for His own reasons, and I do
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What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light, and what
you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops
IMatthew 10:27, NASB) .

Satan
Kurt

Koch, in his book The Devil's Alphabet, writes:

The devil is a many-sided and versatile demagogue. To the
psychologist he says, "I will give you new knowledge and
understanding." To tbe occultist he will say, "1 will give you
the keys to the last secrets of creation." He confronts the
religionist and the moralist with a mask of integrity and
promises them the very help of heaven. And finally to the
rationalist and the liberalist he says, "I am not there. I do not
even exist."
The devil is a skillful strategist. He is the master of every
tactic of the battlefield. He befogs the front . He hides behind
a camouflage of empty religious talk. He operates through the
use of the latest scientific method. He successfully fires and
launches his arguments on the social and humane p)ane. And
his sole aim is to deceive, to entice, and to ensnare his victims (Kurt Koch, The Devil's Alph~bet , Grand Rapids, MI:
Kregel Pub., 1971, p. 7) .

Satan, or the devil, has been the subject of a multitude
of books and discussions for thousands of years . Some
deny his existence, saying that he is merely a mythological figure. Others seem obsessed with him, seeing him
behind everything imaginable.
We will explore answers to these questions: Is there
such a creature? If so, what powers does he have? Who is
he? Where did he come from? Should Christians fear him?
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He Does Exist
The devil is real. He is not a figment of one's
imagination or a mere symbol of evil; he has personal
existence! He had a beginning, he is at work now, but
eventually he wil l be judged by God. How do we know he
exists?
Since it is our firm conviction that the Bible is a
supernatural revelation from the true and living God,
correct in everything it affirms, we can go to the Bible and
see what it says about the devil and his plans.
The evangelist Billy Sunday was once asked, "Why do
you believe the devil exists'" He replied, "There are two
reasons . One, because the Bible says so, two, because I've
done business with him ."
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in your ways from the day you were created, until
unrighteousness was found in you'" (Ezekiel 28 :11-15,

NASBI ·
In his doctrinal treatise, Satan , Lewis Sperry Chafer
comments:
According to the Scriptures, the supreme motive of Satan is

his purpose to become like the Most High and, though that

purpose was formed even before the age ~f man, .it has bee.D
his constant actuating motive from that tlme untIl now. It IS
also the tea ching of the Scriptures that Satan is in especial
authority in the present age; he being permitted the exercise
of his own power in order that he, and all his followers, may
make their final demonstration to the whole universe of the
utter folly of their claims and of their abjec~ ~elple.ss!less

when wholly independent of their Creator. ThIS 15 dehmtely
predicted in 2 Timothy 3:9 as the final outcome of the attitude of the world in its independence toward God: "They

Th e Career of Satan
The career of Satan begins in the distant past. God
created a multitude of angels to do His bidding . In the
angelic rank there was one angel who was given the
highest position, guardian to the Throne of the Most
High . His name was Lucifer.

Lucifer
Information about Lucifer is revealed to us in Ezekiel
28:11-19. This passage is addressed to the prince of Tyre, a
man who was vain because of the wealth he possessed and
thought himseU to be God. While God is rebuking the
prince of Tyre for his vanity, He introduces another
character called the king of Tyre, the real motivator of the
prince of Tyre .
Again the word of the Lord came to me saying, IIScn of man,
take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and say to him,

'Thus says the Lord God, You had the seal of perfection, full
of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the
garden of God; every precious stone was your covering: The
ruby, th e topaz, and the diamond; the beryl, the onyx, and
the jasper; the lapis lazuli, the turquoise, and the emerald;

and the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets,
was in you. On the day that you were created they were
prepared. You were the anointed cherub who covers; and I
placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; you
walked in the midst of the stones of fire . You were blameless

shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto
all men" ILewis Sperry Chafer, Satan, Phlladelph.., PA :
Sunday School Times Co., 1972, p. 731 ·
The king of Tyre is Lucifer. He was perfect in all his
ways, the highest ranking celestial being, the most beautiful and wise of all God's creation .
Lucifer, along with the other angels at this time, was in
perfect harmony with God . There was no rebelhon .There
was not any dissent; there was only one Will III the
universe , the will of God. Everything was beautiful and
harmonious .

The Fall of Lucifer
Everything was harmonious until one day Lucifer
decided to rebel against God . The prophet Isaiah reveals
the unrighteousness in Lucifer:
How art thou fallen from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the
morning! How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst
weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, "I will
ascend into heaveD, I will exalt my throne above the stars of
God: I will sit upon [he mount of [he congregation, in the

sides of the north: 1 will ascend above the heights of the
clouds: I will be like the !"lost High"llsaiah 14:12-14, KrV I·
Donald Grey Barnhouse states con cerning the fall:
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The next verse in Ezekiel's account gives us the key to the
origin of evil in this universe . "Thou wast perfect in thy ways
from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found
in thee" (verse 15 1. What this iniquity was is revealed to us in
some detail in the prophecy of Isaiah, but there are already
interesting indicat ions in our passage that we may not pass
by . The fact given here is that iniquity came by what we
might term spontaneous generation in the heart of this being
in whom such magnificence of power and beauty had been
combined and to whom such authority and privilege had been
give n. Here is the beginning of sin . Iniquity was found in the
heart of Lucifer (Donald Grey Barnhouse, The In visible War,

Grand Rapids, Ml: Zondervan Publishing House, 1965, p. 30).
He then comments on Satan's fall in the Isaiah passage:
Comparing this passage with the one in Ezekiel, it is evident
that the origin of sin in the pride of Saran was soon followed
by the outward manifestation of a rebellion of his will against

the will of God IIbid., p. 41).

The Emergence of Satan
The sin of Lucifer was rebellion . Five times Lucifer said
in his heart, "I will."
- Jwill ascend into heaven;
- I will exalt my thron e above the stars of God;
- I will sit upon the mount of the congregation;

- I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;
- I will be like the Most High.
This rebellion brought the downfall of Lucifer, for when
Lucifer fell he was transformed into Satan. By bringing
another will into the universe, a will which was antagonistic to God, the once harmonious universe was now in
disharmony. When Lucifer rebelled, many of the angels
rebelled with him, attempting to overthrow the authority
of God. This resulted in Lucifer and his cohorts being
banished from both God's presence and His favor.
It needs to be stressed at this point that God did not
create the devil. We are often asked, "Why would a good
God create the devil?" The answer is, "He didn't." God
created Lucifer, the highest ranking of the angels, giving
him beauty and intelligence and a superior position to
every other created thing . He also gave Lucifer a free will
to do as he pleased .
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Eventually, Lucifer decided to stage a rebellion against
God, and it was at this point that he became known as the
devil or the adversary . He was not created for that purpose, nor did God desire for Lucifer to act independently of
His will. However, Lucifer did rebel and consequently
became the enemy of God and His work.

The Creation of the Universe
After the angelic revolt God created the universe as we
know it today. We are not told what things were like
before God created, so all we can do is speculate . The
Bible says, "In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth" IGenesis 1:11. Genesis I reveals God's creative
efforts. The last and greatest of His creation was man.

The Creation of Man
The Bible makes it clear that man was created by God in
His image: "Then God said, 'Let us make man in our
image, according to our likeness; and let them rule over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over
the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.' So God created man in His
own image, in the image of God He created him : male and
female He created them" IGenesis 1:26, 27, NASBI.
Man was God's crown of creation. He was placed in a
perfect environment with everything conceivable going
for him. He was in harmony with God, nature, his fellow
man and himself.

The Fall of Man
However, Satan was envious of that special relationship
God had with man. In Genesis 3 there is an account of
what transpired when Satan appeared to Adam and Eve in
the Garden of Eden in the form of a serpent.
Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made . And he said to the woman,
"Indeed, has God said, Iyou shall not eat from any tree of the
garden'?" And the woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit
of the trees of the garden we may eat; but from the fruit of the
tree which is in middle of the garden, God has said, JYou shall
not eat from it or touch it, lest you die.''' And the serpent said
to the woman, uYou surely shall not die! For God knows that
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in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil" IGenesis 3:1-5
NASBI ·
The result of the yielding to temptation was a break in
that special relationship between God and man.

After the Fall
Since the Garden of Eden episode, God and Satan have
been locked into one great cosmic battle with man as the
prize. God is attempting to bring mankind back into a
right relationship with Him, while Satan is trying to pull
man away from God. Moreover, the Scripture says that
unbelieving man is blinded spiritually by Satan in an
effort to keep him from coming to Christ.
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are
perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the
minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see th e light of

the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God
12 Corinthians 4:3, 4, NASBI .
This passage is highly instructive. Satan is called the
"god of this world," hiding the gospel of Christ from the
minds of the unbelieving people. He will do anything to
keep people from knowing God. Besides being called "the
god of this world," Satan has been given other titles in
Scripture which describe his character and his methods.
These include:
III Devill John 8:441 is a Greek word meaning "the accuser
and slanderer." By calling him this, one is saying that he
makes a false accusation against another, one whose aim
it is to harm God and maui one who will tell lies of any
kind to achieve his end. The popular phrase, "The devil

made me do it," Ipopularized by Flip Wilsonl is really a
cop·out. You did it because you made the choice to
follow your old, sinful nature. The devil tempts!
121 Satan IMatthew 12:261 is a Hebrew word meaning "the
resistor or adversary." By calling him this, one is saying
that he reigns over a kingdom of darkness organized in
opposition to God. In The Bible. the Supernatural and
the Jews, McCandlish Phillips says: "Satan is a living
creature. He is not corporeal. He is a spiritual being but
that does not make him any less real. The fact that he is
invisible and powerful greatly serves him in the pursuit
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of his cause . The idea that Satan is a term for a
generalized influence of evil- instead of the n~m.e ~f a
specific living personality - is a strictly antl-blbhcal
idea . . . The less you know about Satan, the better he
likes it. Your ignorance of his tactics confers an advantage upon him, but he prefers that you do not even
credit his existence ."
131 Tempter IMatthew 4:31describes the enemy's manner of
acting, Not content with denouncing before God the
faults of men, he seeks to lead them into si?, because he
himself is a sinner . For that reason he IS called the
tempter. He tempts men by promising them, as a reward
for disobeying God, delights, or earthly power, or a

knowledge like that of God.
141 Father of Lies IJohn 8:441 describes one of his many
tactics. To accomplish his task of temptmg men by
promising him things, the enemy must lie . There~ore,
because he makes great use of lies, he is rightfull~ gIven
this title . He is not just a liar, he is the father of hes. He
hates what God loves and loves what God hates.
lSI Lord of Death IHebrews 2:141. The enemy has the power
of death because he can accuse sinful man. When the Son
enters mankind and confronts the enemy with a human
righteousness which the enemy cannot accuse, the
enemy is destroyed and man is set free.
161 Beelzebub IMark 3:22, 231 ascribes to the enemy a name

meaning "lord of the dunghill" or "lord of the fhes." The
word is generally believed to be a corruptlOn of
Baalzebub, the name of a Philistine god who was con-

sidered by the fews to be very evil 12 Kings 1:2, 31.
is a name which originally

mBelial 12 Corinthians 6:151

could be applied to any wicked person. Here It IS used as
a synonym of the enemy . The word itself means "worthlessness," here used as the embodiment of alll/worthless·
ness, /I the enemy .
181 Evil One 11 fohn 2:131. The total effect of all the biblical
references is to present the pIcture of the enemy as one
who is the supreme evildoer. For that reason he is given
this title .

191 Ruler of This World (fohn 14:301 .. Since the world, according to the Bible, is mankind In OppOSltlOn t? .Go~,
the enemy as the inspirer and leader of that OpposItIon IS
given this title , and because his ~ower and mi?ht. are
operative in the present world, he IS accor~ed thIS tItle.
Similar to this, in 2 Corinthians the enemy IS even called
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"the god of this world." The two titles should give us
some idea of the tremendous scope of Satan's power and
activity on the earth .
(10) Prince of th e Power of the Air (Ephesians 2:1, 2) . The
enemy's power, in OUf age, is operative not only on the
earth, but in space (David W. Hoover, How to Respond to
the Occult, St. Louis, MO: Concordia Pub. House, 1977,
pp. 13,14) .

In the Dictionary of Satan mention is made of various
names given to Satan:
Malleus Maleficarum , a fifteenth· century treatise by Hein-

I' ,
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rich Kramer and Takob Sprenger, indicates that Satan may be
invoked under several names, each with a special
etymological significance:
As Asmodeus, he is the Creature of Judgment . As Satan,
he becomes the Adversary. As Behemoth, he is the Beas t.
Diabolu s, the Devil, signifies two morsels: the body and
the soul, both of which h e kills . Demon connotes
Cunning over Blood . Belial, Without a Master.

Beelzebub, Lord ofFlies.
Here are the names by which he is generally known in
various languages:
Arabic:
Sheitan
Biblical:
Asmodeus (or Belial or Apollyonl
Egyptian: Set
Japanese
0 Yama
Persian:
Dev
Russian:
Tchort
Syriac:
Beherit
Welsh:
Pwcca
(Wade Baskin, Dictionary oj Satan, NY: Philosophical Library, 1972, p. 233) .

Satan's Strategy
One of Satan's plans is to convince the world that he
does not exist. Denis deRougemont makes the following
insightful observation:
Satan dissembles himseU behind his own image. He chooses
to don a grotesque appearance which has the sure effect of
making him inoffensive in the eyes of educated people. For if
the devil is simply the red demon armed with a large trident,
or the faun with goatee and the long tail of popular legend,
who would still go to the trouble of believing in him, or even
of declaring that he does not believe in him? .... What appears
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to be incredible is not the devil, not the angels, but rather the
candor and the credulity of the skeptics, and the unpardon·
able sophism of which they show themselves to be the vic·
tims: "The devil is a gent with red horns and a long tail:
therefore I don't believe in the devil. II And so the devil has
them precisely where he wants them (Denis deRougemont,
The Devil's Share , pp . 19-21, cited by D . G . Kehl in Demon
Possession, ed ., John Warwick Montgomery, Minneapolis,
MN: Bethany Fellowship, 1976, p. 1121 .

In The Screwtape Letters, a fiction work by noted
Christian thinker, C. S. Lewis, the demon is recorded
instructing his apprentice as follows:
I wonder you should ask me whether it is essential to keep
the patient in ignorance of your own existence .... Our policy,
for the moment, is to conceal ourselves. Of course, this has
not always been so. We are really faced with a cruel dilemma.
When th e humans disbelieve in our existence, we lose all the
pleasing results of direct terrorism, and we make no
magicians. On the other hand, when they believe in us, we
cannot make them materialists and skeptics . ... The fact that
"devils" are predominantly comic figures in the modern
imagination will help you. If any faint suspicion of your
existence begins to arise in his mind, suggest to him a picture
of something in red tights, and persuade him that since he
cannot believe in that. . . he therefore cannot believe in you
(e. S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters, New York: MacMillan
Pub!. Co., 1961, pp . 39, 401 .

There are many false teachers today who encourage
people to believe that they do not need to go the way of the
cross. The Scriptures warn us against these individuals:
But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there
will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly
in troduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who
brought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves
(2 Peter 2:1, NASBI .
Chafer has some apt observations concerning false
prophets:
False teachers usually are sincere and full of humanitarian
zeal, but they are unregenerate. This judgment necessarily
follows when it is understood that they deny the only ground
of redemption. Being unregenerate! it is said of them: "But
the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them ,

,.
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because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Corinthians 2:14) .

Such religious leaders may be highly educated and able to
speak with authority on every aspect of human knowledge,
but if they are not born again, their judgment in spiritual
matters is worthless and misleading. All teachers are to be

judged by their attitude toward the doctrine of the blood
redemption of Christ, rather than by their winsome personalities, or by their sincerity (Chafer, Satan, op. dt., p. 78) ,

Satan will use whatever method he can to keep people
from coming to Christ. If a person has done many things
wrong in his life and feels guilty about them, Satan will
attempt to convince that person he is not good enough for
God, that God would never accept him. Many people
never come to God because they do not feel God could
ever forgive them .
The Bible teaches that anyone may come to Christ
regardless of what he has done and receive forgiveness .
The Scriptures say, "Come unto me, all who are weary
and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest" {Matthew 11 :28,
NASBI . Jesus further stated, "All that the Father gives Me
shall come to Me and the one who comes to Me I will
certainly not cast out" (John 6:37, NASBI . The Bible
teaches that forgiveness is available to all those who will
come to Christ no matter what they have done.
There is another type of person who is also deceived by
Satan but who has the opposite problem. That person,
rather than feeling he is too bad to come to God, feels that
he is too good to need God. Since he has never done
anything in his life which he considers horrible, he does
not feel that he needs a Savior. This person is willing to go
before God based upon his own merit, on the good works
he has done in his life, feeling that God will certainly
accept him . However, the Scriptures say, " ... All have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God {Romans 3:231,
and" ... The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord {Romans 6:23,
NASBI ·

Satan's Destiny
Satan is living on borrowed time . God has promised in
His Word that Satan and his angels will receive everlasting
punishment for the crimes they have committed against
God and man .
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Then He will also say to those on His left , "Depart from Me,
accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared
for the devil and his angels" IMatthew 25:41 , NASBI .
And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake
of fire and brimstone, where the beast and false prophet arc
also: and they will be tormented day and night forever and
ever IRevelation 20:10, NASBI.

At that time Satan will be banished once and for all from
God's presence without ever again being able to inflict
misery on anyone . His eternal separation from God and
punishment will be a just end to his inglorious career as
the prince of darkness.
C. Fred Dickason in Angels: Elect and Evil comments
on Satan's destiny .
The Lord Jesus, the Creator and Sovereign, will judge all
creatures, including evil angels lJohn 5:221 . He defeated
Satan and his demons during His career by invading Satan's
territory and casting out demons from those possessed IMatthew 12:28-291 . He anticipated the final defeat of Satan when
His disciples re turned with reports of demons being subject
to them through Christ's power IMatthew 10:1,17-201 .
Through His death and resurrection, Christ sealed the final
judgment of Satan and demons. The cross reveals God's

hatred and judgment of all sin. The just One had to die if the
unjust ones were to be forgiven (I Peter 3:181 (C . Fred
Dickason, Angels: Elect and Evil, Chicago, IL: Moody Press,
1975, pp. 210, 2121.

What Should Be Our Attitude Toward Satan!
The Scriptures exhort us to take the proper attitude
toward Satan in order to deal effectively with his onslaughts . We urge you to observe the following biblical
injunctions :
{II Be Aware That He Exists. The Scriptures teach that
Satan exists but that he also attempts to hide that fact
from the world . "And no wonder, for even Satan disguises
himself as an angel of light. Therefore, it is not surprising
if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of
righteousness: whose end shall be according to their
deeds" {2 Corinthians 11 :14, 15, NASBI. We have already
indicated that one of Satan's schemes is to have people
believe that he is a symbolic figure of evil. He would love
people to see him as an "angel of light" or even as a funny
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little man with a red suit and pitchfork rather than as the
dangerous, evil, but ultimately doomed adversary of the
Lord God and all mankind.
121 Be Aware of His Motives. From the time of his
rebellion until his ultimate destruction Satan has wanted
to be like the Most High. He wants adoration. He wants
allegiance. He wants the service of people who rightly
should be serving God. He wants people to believe that it
is he who is good and it is God who is bad. However, the
worship he desires is not informed worship of a god one
knows and has seriously considered.
His deception has people worshipping and serving him
without even being aware of what they are doing. He
wants to prepare the world for his own world rule through
the antichrist immediately before the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ. Lewis Sperry Chafer makes the following
insightful observation:
Even fallen humanity would not at first acknowledge Satan
as its object of worship and its federal head; and such a condi·
tion of society wherein Satan will be received as supreme, as
he will be in the person of the first Beast of Revelation 13,
must, therefore, be developed by increasing irreverence and
lawlessness toward God. Thus it has been necessary for Satan
to conceal his person and projects from the very people over
whom he is in authority and in whom he is the energizing
power. For this reason this class of humanity believes least in
his reality, and ignorantly rejects its real leader as being a
mythical person. When he is worshipped, it is through some
idol as a medium, or through his own impersonation of
Jehovah; and when he rules, it is by what seems to be the
voice of a king or the voice of the people. However, the appalling irreverence of the world today is the sure preparation
for the forthcoming direct manifestation of Satan, as
predicted in Daniel 9; 2 Thessalonians 2; and Revelation 13
(Lewis Sperry Chafer, Satan, Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,

1919, pp. 64, 65! .

131 Be Aware of His Methods. The Scriptures tell us to
be aware of the devices of the devil, for his desire is to
destroy the believer.
Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary , the devil,
prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour
(I Peter 5:8, NASB! .
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One of his methods is deception. From the time he
deceived Eve in the Garden of Eden until the present day,
Satan has been a liar. The Scriptures say:
... The one whose coming is in accord with the activity of
Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders. And with
all the deceptions of wickedness for those who perish,
because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be
saved (2 Thessalonians 1:9, 10, NASB!.
And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old
who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole
world ... (Revelation 12:9, NASB! .
You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the
desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beg inning ,
and does nor stand in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own
naturej for he is a liar, and the father of lies !John 8:44,
NASB! .

His deception comes in a variety of forms . One of his
favorite schemes is to try to make a person feel content
without Jesus Christ. If someone does not feel a need for
God, he will not turn to God. Therefore, Satan attempts to
keep people satisfied just enough that they will not turn to
Christ.
In many cases the alcoholic on skid row is much closer
to coming to Christ than the successful businessman who
thinks he has everything he wants . We often feel that the
alcoholic on skid row is exactly where Satan wants him .
This is not necessarily so. The alcoholic knows he has a
need, knows he has a problem and may be more likely to
seek help than the successful businessman who feels
content. This subtle type of deception is one of the
favorite ploys of the devil.
Another deception used by Satan is counterfeiting.
Whatever God has done throughout history, Satan has
attempted to counterfeit it. The main counterfeit is
religion. Satan loves for people to be religious, to go to
church, to think things stand right between themselves
and God when just the opposite is true .
If a person believes in some religion without receiving
Christ as his Lord and Savior, that person is lost even
though he thinks things between him and God are fine.
The religiOUS man, trusting in his own works, can be an

134

SATAN

example of deception by Satan, for God has informed us
that to be in a right relationship with Him we must go the
way of the cross, the death of Christ for our sins.
We must also acknowledge that apart from Christ we
cannot know God . Satan wants people to believe this is
not so . Christians are accused of being "narrow-minded"
in saying jesus is the only way one can get to God . The
Bible tells us what God thinks of those who try to play
down the need for the death of Christ on the cross:
From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He
must go to Jeru salem and suffer many things from the elders
and chief priests and scribes and be killed, and be raised up on
the third day. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke
Him say ing, uGod forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to
you." But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me Satan!
You are a stumbling block to Me i for you 3re not se tting your
mind on God's interests, but man's" (Matt hew 16:21-23,

NASBI·
The Lord was acknowledging the sharp contrast between God's ways and fallen man's ways which are actually identified with Satan's ways . Satan cannot trust in
the power of God because he has rejected God. Fallen man
has also rejected God (Romans 3:121 and can turn to God
only through the mediating sacrifice of jesus Christ.
Fallen man, often with the approval and help of Satan,
has developed a wide variety of religious beliefs in the
world as ways to achieve God's favor without submitting
to God . Satan is always pleased when people trust in their
religiosity rather than jesus Christ.
(41 Be Aware of His Limitations. Satan, the great
deceiver, sometimes tries to fool people into thinking h e
is greater than he actually is. One of the misconceptions
that people have about Satan is that · he is like God.
Nothing could be further from the truth!
Gad is infinite while Satan is finite or limited . God can
be present everywhere at once; Satan cannot. God is allknowing, able to read our very thoughts; Satan cannot.
God is all-powerful; Satan is not. God has the ability to do
anything; Satan cannot . However, Satan would like
people to believe h e has these abilities . Unfortunately,
there are too many believers who see Satan behind
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everything, giving him credit where no credit is due . Basil
jackson makes an appropriate comment:
Today, I believe we are seeing a mos t unhea lthy interest in
the area of demonology so that many of our evangelical
friends have, in effect, become "demonophiliacs" as a result
of their fascination with the occult. They tend to see a demon
under every tree and, thus, quite commonly today, we hear of
demons of tobacco, alcohol, asthma, and every other condition imaginable . ]n this connection, it is noteworthy that,
by far, the majority of cases of demon possession which are
diagnosed in the deliverance ministry today are mental in
phenomenology. This is in marked contrast with the only
safe records we have of accurately diagnosed cases of demon
possession - namely, the Gospels, in which at least half the

people possessed had physical problems rather than any
psychiatric difficulties (Basil Jackson in Demon Possession,

edited by John Warwick Montgomery, Minneapolis, MN:
Bethany Fellowship, 1976, p. 2011 .
The Scriptures tell us, "You are from God, little
children, and have overcome them; because greater is He
who is in you than he who is in the world" (I john 1:4,
NASBI·
We need to realize that Satan is not all-powerful; he has
been defeated by Christ's death on the cross . The power of
sin over us is broken. Therefore, we need to respect his
power but not fear it to the point of thinking he can indwell believers and make them do things they do not wish .
to do . The power of God is greater but the great deceiver
would have you doubting that . Therefore, be aware of the
limitations of Satan and the unlimited power of God.
The Bible says Christ came into the world to destroy the
works of the devil (I john 5:81. This has now been accomplished . The victory has been won. Satan has been
defeated.
The Scripture exhorts us to "put on the full armor of
God that you may be able to stand firm against the
schemes of the devil" (Ephesians 6:11, NASBI . In order to
stand firm, we need to recognize that the devil exists,
what his methods and motives are, and the limitations
which he has . Knowing this we can intelligently combat
Satan and his attacks by following the principles God has
given tous:
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A temple of glorious indulgence that would be fun for
people ... , But the main purpose was to gather a group of likeminded individuals together for the use of their combined
energies in calling up the dark force in nature chat is ca lled
Satan IDrury, Occult Sourcebook, op. cit., p. 77) .

Of Satanism La Vey believes:
It is a blatantly selfish, brutal religion. It is based on the belief
that man is inherently a selfish, violent creature, that life is a
Darwinian struggle for survival of the fittest, that the earth

will be ruled by those who fight

to

win Ilbid, p. 7Sl.
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and disciplined members in the various Grottos (as their
fellowships are calledJ set up around the world. Grouos are
growing up rapidly around this country with about a dozen
now in operation.
The church's High Priest and founder, Anton Szandor La
Vey, whose headquarters are in San Francisco, has written
The Satanic Bible ILa Vey 19691 which has already reportedly
sold over 250,000 copies and is now in its third paperback
printing. La Vey also publishes a monthly newsletter for
those members who subscribe to it , conducts a newspaper
column in which he advises those who write in questions,
and he has recently written a book on man-catching for the

would-be Satanic witch IIbid, p. 6321 .

Emphases of the Church
La Vey is currently the High Priest of the church, which
espouses any type of sexual activity that satisfies your
needs, be it heterosexuality, homosexuality, adultery or
faithfulness in marriage . Part of La Vey's philosophy is
expressed here :
I don't believe that magic is supernatural, only that it is
supernormal. That is, it works for reasons science cannot yet
understand. As a shaman or magician, I am concerned with
obtaining recipes. As a scientist , you seek form ulas. When I
make a soup, I don't care about the chemical reactions be~
tween the potatoes and the carrots. I only care about how to
get the flavor of soup I seek . In the same way, when I want to
hex someone, I don't care about the scientific mechanisms
involved whether they be psychosomatic, psychological, or
what~ not. My concern is with how to best hex someone. As a
magician, my concern is with effectively doing the thing, not
with the scientist's job of explaining it ILa Vey 19681 IMarcello Truzzi, "Toward a Sociology of the Occult : Notes on
Modern Witchcraft," Religious Movements in Contemporary
America, ed. by Irving 1. Zaretsky and Mark P. Leone,
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1974, p. 631J.

Truzzi describes the church here:
Finally, we come to the major Satanic society operating in
the United States today. This is the international Church of
Satan . This group is legally recognized as a churchJ has a
developed hierarchy and bureaucratic structure which
defines it as no longer a cult, and claims over 10 1 000 mem~
bers around the world. Most of these members are , in fact,
merely mail~order and geographically isolated joiners, but
there are clearly at least several hundred fully participating

There is a list of nine Satanic statements to which all
members must agree. These are that Satan represents
indulgence, vital existence, undefiled wisdom, kindness
only to those who deserve it, vengeance, responsibility
only to those who are responsible, the animal nature of
man, all the "so-called sins," and "the best friend the
church has ever had, as he has kept it in business all these
years."
The Satanic Church is strongly materialistic as well as
being anti-Christian. Pleasure-seeking could well describe
their philosophy of life . What the world has to offer
through the devil is taken full advantage of in the Church
of Satan.

