I would feel that the Sabbath gave me a sense of continuity from the very beginning of God's
program for man on the earth, as if by a series of links of weeks I was anchored to that very first
Sabbath. When God rested from all His works, and was refreshed. I would feel a sense Of relationship
right through to the new earth, when from Sabbath to Sabbath we shall all come up to worship before
the Lord. Thus the doctrine of the Sabbath would stand revealed to me, not simply as a proof of the
people who believe what the Bible says regarding the beginning of our world, but also as a mighty aid
in generating within my heart a sense of certainty and assurance in things spiritual. A feeling of close
relationship with God's great beginnings and endings for our world.

A True Moral Standard

3. A LONGING FOR CERTAINTY REGARDING A DEFINITE MORAL STANDARD. No
man can go very far in serious thinking on religious matters without coming to the conclusion that there
must be a definite moral standard as a rule for life, for religious thinking immediately stirs up the moral
faculties. The sense of right and wrong is quickened, conscience is aroused, the mind is filled with
questionings, and all questions focus on the primary inquiry, IS there a definite moral standard by
which to govern one's life and if so, what is that standard?

Now, my acceptance of the Bible as the basis of authority of religious life would cause me
soon to discover that much is said in the Scriptures concerning the moral code. I would read of the law
of the Lord, which is declared to be perfect. I would read of ten holy commandments, which God spoke
with His own voice, and uttered no more. I would read of how those ten commands were written also
by the finger of God on tables of stone, and placed in a sacred shrine apart from all other laws. I would
read that faith does not make void this law, but rather establishes it, and that this great code which is
called the law of liberty will judge us in the last great day.

My longing for certainty as to a moral standard would thus have been satisfied, but where
should I find a religious movement that upholds all of this law, a law that is so definitely one complete
whole that to be guilty of breaking one precept means breaking the whole law? As I listened to
Adventist evangelists, I would find that they stress this great truth that the Ten Commandments
provides all infallible moral standard for all men in all ages. I would find this truth presented in
Adventist literature everywhere. In neither the preaching nor the writing of the exponents of Adventism
would I find any suggestion of the demoralizing doctrine that good and evil are only relative terms.
That one's environment and training and the age in which one lives determine whether some act is to be
considered good or bad. I would find no suggestion of the modern skeptical doctrine so often
proclaimed in liberal churches, that the ten-commandment law is rather out of date, that it represents
simply the best thought that Moses had long ago.

No possible doubt could be in my mind as to the belief of Adventists concerning the moral
law. That, in itself, would provide me with great comfort. I would know that I could measure my life
by something sure and immovable. Then as 1 looked at the Bible prophecy concerning a movement to
arise in the last days, I would find that one of the characteristics of this movement would be its keeping
of the commandments of God.

Certainty Beyond the Grave

4. A DESIRE TO FIND AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION THAT HAS BEEN ASKED
AND REASKED THROUGH ALL THE CENTURIES, "If a man die, shall he live again?" What a
vast amount of literature has been written by sages and philosophers in all ages in an endeavor to
answer this question. The hopes and fears of men have revolved around it. And closely related to this
has been the inquiry, What
is man? Is he but flesh and blood, of the earth earthy? Or is that which our eyes gaze upon merely a
prison house and shell for the real being, which is ethereal and which flits away to another abode at
death?

My reading of much that has been written would bring me only confusion of mind. I could not
bring myself to accept the skeptical writings of even the wisest who would seek to persuade me that the
grave ends all. On the other hand, 1 could never feel satisfied with the mysterious explanations offered
by Spiritualists. I could not feel that the future of men was to be understood in the setting of the seance
chamber, with mysterious mumblings and shadowy apparitions.

And even the examination of many of the Christian writings would still leave me with
questionings in my mind. Because having set out sincerely to search the Scriptures, I would soon find
that many of the statements in so called orthodox Christian writings did not square with the explicit
declarations in the Book of God. For example, they would not square with the simple story of the
creation of man, into whose nostrils God breathed the breath of life. I could not find in that creation
record any account of an immortal soul being put into man. What is more, my reading of the Good
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Book would reveal to me that God only hath immortality, that we must seek for it, and shall not receive
it until the last great day.

I would be further perplexed in my mind from reading most of the Christian writings on the
nature of man, because they would not leave any reasonable, logical place for a resurrection, or for a
future judgment. The teaching that man goes immediately at death either to heaven or to hell, freed
from the bodily prison house, would not harmonize with what I would be reading in the Bible
concerning a last great judgment day. When there is to be a literal resurrection, and all men are to
receive a reward according to the deeds done in the body.

Furthermore, I would feel that there was something shadowy and uncertain about the future
reward, if it dealt only with airy spirits.

But my examination of the teachings of Seventh day Adventists concerning the nature of man
would dissolve my problems and give me a sense of certainty and definiteness. I would find that the
Adventist teaching presents man as a real being, standing forth perfect from the hand of God in the
Garden of Eden, made animate by the breath of God breathed into him. The Adventist teaching of man
is that he is one complete whole, that there is no separate entity called the soul that flits away at death.
But that in some supernatural way God created a being with a physical and spiritual nature fused into
one person, and that at death the animating breath from God returns to its divine source, and man -the
whole man returns to the dust. This conception of man would enable me to see why there should be a
resurrection and a future day of judgment, and why God should plan to restore to us the kind of Edenic
world which the original man inhabited.

At the same time I would be able to dismiss from my mind forever the disturbing claims of
spiritists, for 1 would see in their manifestations simply a modern recital of the falsehood told to our
mother Eve by the serpent in the Garden of Eden.

Certainty as to Salvation
5. A DESIRE FOR CERTAINTY REGARDING THE SUBJECTS OF SIN AND SALVATION.
Through all the centuries finite men have wrestled with these questions in an attempt to find a solution
of the dark problem of sin. And those solutions have ranged all the way from the offering of one's own
children in flaming, pagan sacrifice, to the bleak program of denying the reality of sin and attempting
to develop a rich character by one's own individual efforts. But no one can go very far in serious
religious thinking without being persuaded that there is something wrong with our innermost nature,
call it by whatever name we will. We discover Paul's experience to be true to our own life, that what
we would do, that we do not, and what we do not want to do, that we do. A sense of guilt and
helplessness dominates the mind of a man who honestly examines his own soul. Certainly this is true if
a man has gone far enough in his religious search for a church home to be a prayerful reader of the
Scriptures.

In the very heart of Seventh day Adventist teaching is found the doctrine of the sanctuary.
Which portrays the whole subject of sin and salvation in such vivid figures that I would at once feel as
if I were indeed watching the whole drama by which God designs to purge us of guilt and cause us to
stand justified in His sight. As I studied into the typical service of the ancient sanctuary, and then
listened to the truth unfolded concerning the sanctuary in heaven above, where Christ now ministers in
behalf of those who call upon Him. Any possible questions and uncertainties regarding God's way of
dealing with the tragedy of sin in my life would disappear. I would discover in the subject of the
sanctuary one of the most comforting truths that could ever be brought to the heart of a man.

Proper Care of the Body

6. A DESIRE TO KNOW HOW PROPERLY TO CARE FOR MY BODY, WHICH THE BIBLE
DESCRIBES AS THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY GHOST. My examination of the Scriptures down to
this point, in my search for a church home, would have presented to me, as discussed in a preceding
section, the truth that man is one complete whole, that the spiritual is not insulated and isolated from
the physical. Therefore I would realize that the care I give to my body has a vital relationship to healthy
spiritual living. I would see new force in the scripture which declares that whether we eat or drink or
whatever we do, we should do it to the glory of God.

In view of my discovery of the nature of man, and the inspired command to care rightly for
the body, I could not feel satisfied to join a church that gave no attention to healthful living, and, in
fact, permitted its members, unrebuked, to engage in many habits and practices that are altogether
injurious to the body. When I turned to examine the Seventh day Adventist movement, I would find
something new and unusual, a religious organization that concerned itself not simply with theology but
also with physiology, with right food for the body as well as for the spirit.

I would feel that here indeed is a church presenting a balanced program for successful living,
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