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The Encyclopedia Britannica, 11th edition, article, “Calendar.”
William Mead Jones published “A Chart of the Week: Showing the Unchanged Order of the Days
and t he Tru e Position of the Sabb ath, as Proved b y th e Co mbined Testi mony o f An cient and M odern
Languages.” On t his c hart he has given t he nam es of t he day s o f t he week i n 160 ancient an d m odern
languages, and 108 of these 160 languages call the seventh day “the Sabbath.”
Thus is it clearly ev ident that all over the world there is ab solute uniformity in the recognition of
the several days of t he week. Furthermore, does it not appeal to you as a subt erfuge designed to parry the
clear evidence in the inspired Book regarding the day that should be observed sacred to Jehovah as His holy
Sabbath, when anyone tells you that he does not know which is the seventh day of the week? If we believe
in the all powerful God, if we believe Him to be the Creator of the starry universe, if we believe Him to be
the Author of the Bible, if we believe that He gave the Sabbath as a blessing to mankind and commanded
its observance-then we must also believe that He ha s power to ca use His creatures here on eart h to keep
definite account of a day that He has so unm istakably and clearly set apart as holy and to be sac
redly
observed.
The above arguments, based on the Bible and on history, all agree i n proving that the septenary
succession of weekdays and th e Sabb ath co me d own t o us unchanged from creation. Our Saturday , the
seventh day of the week, is therefore the original seventh day in succession from creation, which was then
consecrated for th e wo rship of th e Creator. And fro m Sabbath to Sab bath will all fle sh co me to worsh ip
God on the new earth throughout eternity. Isaiah 66:22, 23.

21. THE DIVINE COMFORTER

THE church’s greatest need toda y i s spi ritual po wer. A po wer f rom beneath i s exe rcising a
bewitching, strange 1nfluence everywhere. The cares of the world, the love of money and worldly pleasure,
and the icy chill of skepticism are felt ev erywhere. A Pentecost is needed. The church needs the fire of the
Holy Spirit, enabling her to fulfill the commission of the Master to carry the saving power of the gospel to a
lost world.
Before startin g His d isciples o n th eir lifelon g, wo rld-wide mission, th e Sav ior b ade th em tarry
until they were endued with spiritual power. They were not to depend upon any tr aining they had received,
any talent they might have, or any particular method of lab or, bu t upon the an ointing of th e Holy Sp irit.
Without this, the preaching of the gospel would be powerless.
Our blessed Lord, when on earth, made frequent mention of the work of the Holy Spirit. Having
announced to His disciples that He was going to return to His Father to prepare a place for them, He made
them this cheering promise: “I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may
abide with you forever.” John 14:16.
Notice the words, “I will p ray the Father, and He shall give you another Co mforter.” “Another”
implies th at they h ad On e wh o was to th em a “co mforter,” or h elper. He was now to leav e th em; but
“another” would take His place so that they might not he left comfortless.
“I will not leave you orphans: I will come to you.” John 14: 18, margin. An orphan is one who has
been bereaved of a parent. Jesus had been a helper, a protector, a parent, so to speak, to them. He was now
to leav e th em; b ut He said : I w ill no t leave yo u bereaved, with non e t o care for you, bu t w ill p ray th e
Father, and He will send another Helper, who will take My place.
Again He says: “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.” John 16:7. “If I
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depart, I will send Him.” Jesus has taken His departure; and as surely as one Comforter ascended, the other
Comforter descended. As surely as the one Comforter is with the Father on the throne, the other Comforter
is with the church on earth.
The word from which “Comforter” is translated in this text is the Greek word paraclete. This is the
first instance of its use in the Bible. The word is used five times in the New Testament-four times by Jesus
in this discourse to His disciples (John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7), and once in 1 John 2:1, where it is translated
“Advocate” and refers to Christ: “My lit tle children, these things write I u nto you, that you sin not. And if
any man sin, we have an advocate [paraclete] with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
Much light is th rown on the subject of the position and work of t he Holy Spirit by a st udy of t he
word paraclete, h ere translated “Comforter.” I will send another paraclete,” said th e Master. “If an y man
sin, we have a paraclete,” says the beloved disciple. In the revised versions, although the word “Comforter”
is given in John 14:16, the margin reads, “Or Advocate, or Helper, Gr., Paraclete!”
“Paraclete is com posed of two words, clete, which means ‘called,’ and para, which means ‘along
with.’ It thus means exactly ‘one who is called along with another,’ or ‘one who is called to another’s aid.’
More definitely, the paraclete is one who is called al ong with the clete to aid him. And to understand the
work of the paraclete, we need to understand the position of the clete.
“A man is called to a ppear before a court of justice to ans wer a c harge made against him. He is
clete, or ‘called.’ But he is ignorant of the law, and unable to plead well before his judges, therefore another
is called to help him. There is no charge against this other; but he knows the law, and he is able to state the
case well; th erefore he is ‘called to help’ t he former; h e is p ara-clete. In th is case, the wo rd ‘advocate’
corresponds both in etymology and in meaning with the Greek word, and expresses the function which the
paraclete is expected to perform.
“Or again, a m an is called on to do a certai n piece of work required of him; he is clete. He finds
that it is utterly beyond his power to do it alone; so another of greater strength is ‘called to aid’ him in that
work; he is his para-clete.
“The word thus means, not merely a helper, but one who is called or appointed to help another. He
may be called to help by comforting as a comforter, by pleading as an advocate, by aiding a fellow worker,
or in some other way according to the needs of the case. The name does not belong to him till the office or
work is assigned him, and the office or the work depends on the requirements of those whom he is called to
aid.” - The Holy Spirit the Paraclete, pages 6, 7.
Having found that the Spirit has a place in the church, we shall find it interesting to notice briefly a
few in stances recorded in t he bo ok of Acts wh ich clearly indicate His presidi ng pre sence i n the e arly
church.
After Pentecost, Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, members of the church at Jerusalem, having sold
a possession, conspired together to withhold “part of the price.” When Ananias came to make his gift, Peter
said to h im: “Why has Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to k eep back part of th e price of
the land?” Acts 5:1 ARV. And a little later, wh en Sapphira came in, Peter said to her: “How is it th at you
have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord?” Verse 9. The lie was “to the Holy Spirit.” Back of the
visible ch urch t o whi ch t he vo w was m ade, t here wa s One presiding over t he c hurch as C hrist’s
representative, who by an awful act of judgment made known His presence in the church. This lesson is for
the church for all time. It stands as a solemn warning against the sin of breaking vows and thus lying to the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is in the true church now as surely as at Pentecost.
Again, we read that in what has been called “the birth hour of early missions to the Gentiles.” “as
they ministered to the Lord, an d fasted, the Holy Spirit said, Separate Me Barn abas and Saul for the work
whereunto I have called them. . . . So they, being sent forth by the Holy Spirit., went down to Seleucia; and
from thence they sailed to Cyprus.” Acts 13:2-4, ARV.
“I have called them.” The Spirit speaks, cal ls by name, and sends forth chosen missionaries. As
the vicar of our ascended Lord, the Spirit is present, directing the affairs of the church. The personality and
activity of the Spirit of God in the direction of the church could hardly he any more clearly shown than it is
here. We should not overlook the obvious lesson this teaches. The Holy Spirit is present in the church today
the same as in apostolic times, and should be recogn ized. Those today who go forth in the work of saving
souls should be “sent forth by the Holy Spirit.”
Speaking of the Holy Spirit on another occasion, the Savior said: “If any man thirst, let him come
unto Me and drink. He that believeth on Me, as the scripture has said, from within him shall flow rivers of
living water. But this spoke He of the Spirit, which they that believed on Him were to receive: for the Spirit
was not yet given; because Jesus was not yet glorified.” John 7:37-39, A. R. V.
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Are we th irsty? Then we are to drink. It will not satisfy our thirst to stand and look at a fl owing
stream; we m ust stoop down and drink. We must desire the Spirit. We must hunger and thirst for it. We
must long for it above, all things else on earth. Those who do, the Lord has promised to fill. “He has filled
the hungry with good things; and the rich He has sent empty away.” Luke 1:53.
I o nce heard a m an rel ate ho w he had e xperienced real t hirst. He w as l ost o n t he pl ains. He
wandered a bout, seeki ng t o find hi s way . The eart h was parch ed; t he sun was h ot. He gre w t hirsty. Hi s
tongue began to swell, and every po re in his body cried, “ Water! Water!” He finally reached t he condition
where he would gladly have given all his land and money for a drink of water. This was real thirst, such as
the psal mist descri bes: “As t he ha rt pant s after t he wat er br ooks, s o pa nts m y soul af ter Thee, 0 G od.”
Psalm 42:1.
When our thirst for the fullness of the Spirit becomes so intense that we are willin g to yield all to
God in order that we may drink from this refreshing spring, we shall be filled.
Some, I fear, do no t recog nize th e work of th e Ho ly Sp irit in th eir hearts, ev en when the Lord
answers their prayers and gives them the Spirit. The idea prevails with many that, when thei r prayers are
answered and the Spirit comes upon them, some great feeling of ecstasy, some joyful, hallelujah spirit, will
take possession of them, lift them above t emptation, and banish all trials forever. This is a g reat mistake.
There may indeed he joy and happiness. But notice the first work of the Spirit in the heart: “Nevertheless I
tell you the truth; It is exp edient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, th e Comforter will no t come
unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you. And when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin,
and of righteousness, and of judgment.” John 16:7, 8.
The Spirit strives with sinners. Genesis 6:3; Acts 7:51. When He comes to us, He reproves us o f
sin. He convicts us of wrongdoing. He convinces us that we have in our hearts things that we must give up.
His first work is to point out sin and s how where the temple is unclean and not a fit place in which t o take
up His abode.
Have you prayed for the Holy Spirit? After praying for God to send Him into your heart, did you
have a deeper sense of you r sinful cond ition? Did your sins begin to trou ble you as never b efore? Did a
sense of your lost condition almost overwhelm you? If so, be of good courage; the Spirit of God has drawn
near and is seek ing admission into your heart. As you continue to seek God for the fullness of the Spirit,
your pr ayerless lif e, your poor Sabbath keeping, y our cold , formal p rofession, y our envy, j ealousy, and
hatred of the brethren, your unkind words , your backbiting and sca ndal mongering, your che rishing of
darling si ns, y our im purity of tho ught and your un chaste lan guage, you r robbing of God in tith es and
offerings, y our un kindness a nd fretfulness in t he home, y our harsh words t o t hose y ou l ove, y our s harp,
critical di sposition, y our i nclination t o sc heme and drive a shar p bargain-all com e up bef ore y ou l ike a
mountain. You seem to he t he “chief of sinners” and almost beyond hope. This is God’s answer to your
prayer. The Spirit h as come to you. He is co nvicting you of sin, po inting out in your life th ings which, if
you do not give them up, will lead you at last to the lake of fire. These things must be put away before the
Spirit can abide in the soul-temple.
The Spirit is as free as air-free for the asking; yet there are certain conditions upon which the Holy
Spirit takes up His abode in the temple of our bodies. Is He asked to share the throne with another, or is He
to be the sole occupant? We must settle th is question. Christ, through the Spirit, will he Lord of all, or He
will not be Lord at all.
There are conditions upon which we can he filled. Only a few will be mentioned here:
1. Prayer. “Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized,
and praying, t he h eaven was ope ned, a nd t he H oly G host desce nded i n a bo dily sha pe l ike a d ove u pon
Him, and a voice cam e from hea ven, which sai d, You ar t My b eloved Son; in Thee I am well p leased.”
Luke 3:21, 22. Prayer first, then the open heaven, the descending Spirit, and the voice of approval!
When Jesus was transfigured, He ha d gone “up i nto a mountain to pray.” Luke 9:28. There is a
close connection between transfiguration and prayer. Doubtless, as we look back in our experience we all
remember that the tim e when we ob tained a real victory, when the heart was cha nged, was w hen we were
engaged in earnest prayer for deliverance from the powers of darkness. A prayerless life is a Spiritless life.
2. Unity. “Endeavoring to ke ep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of pe ace.” Ephesians 4:3. T he
Lord will n ever b aptize with His Spirit st rife, hatred, variance, and disco rd. His curse, instead of His
blessing, has always been directed against these things.
3. Right m otives. Sometimes because our m otives are wrong we do not receive a fullness of the
Spirit. “You ask, and receive not, because you ask amiss, that you may consume it upon your lusts.” Ja mes
4:3.
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The Sp irit test ifies o f Ch rist. It ex alts Hi m n ot self; an d asking fo r th e Sp irit th at we may b e
endued with power and thus exalt ourselves reveals a wrong motive. This was th e trouble with Sim on the
sorcerer. Acts 8:9-24.
4. Hatred of sin. “You hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even Thy God,
has anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above Thy fellows.” Hebrews 1:9.
The difficulty with many is t hat they want power without purity and holy living. Then the Spirit
reproves them for doing unclean and unlawful things; and because they do not renounce these things, they
make it impossible for the Spirit to control them. We are admonished to “abhor that which is evil” (Romans
12:9), to “abstain from all appearance of evil” (1 Thessalonians 5:22).
5. Obedience. “We are His witne sses of these th ings; and so is also th e Holy Ghost, whom God
has given to them that obey Him.” Acts 5:32.
When all is laid on the altar, we shall assuredly not have to wait long for the fire to descend and
consume th e sacrifice. When we surrender all to God an d b ecome willi ng to obey th e vo ice of t he Holy
Spirit by yield ing ev ery sin, performing ever y kno wn duty, and making an y sacr ifice, though it be at the
expense of our most cherished plans, God will fill us with the power of His Spirit for service.
6. Faith. “Christ has redeem ed us f rom the curse of the law, being made a curse fo r us: for i t is
written, Cursed is everyone that hangs on a tree: th at the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles
through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” Galatians 3:13, 14.
The Spirit is received by faith. We t herefore receive power through believing. Ha ving receive d
righteousness from God by faith, we are t o lay hold of the Holy Spirit by the same faith for power in our
personal ex perience, and to enable us to lab or fo r th e salv ation of o thers. Hav ing co mplied with th e
condition laid down in Go d’s word an d earn estly p rayed fo r His Sp irit, we shou ld believ e we h ave th e
promised blessing and accept it with thanksgiving. This is the only way we can ever receive the fullness of
the Spirit. Unbelief hinders our receiving the Spirit.
Like our Master, we are to go forth “in th e power of the Spirit.” Pompey is said to have boasted
that, with one stamp of his foot, he could rouse all Italy to arms. But with us is the great and mighty God,
who, with one wo rd, can s ummon t he i nhabitants o f hea ven a nd si nless wo rlds to His ai d an d i s ab le t o
bring new creatures into being to do His will. There is nothing too hard for Him.
When a lecturer wishes to show a human body surcharged with electricity, he places someone on a
stool with glass legs, to insulate him from the earth, and then turns on the electric curre nt. We see no fire;
we hear no noise. But presently someone is asked to come near and hold his hand close to the person on the
stool. When he does this, we see sparks of electricity shoot out toward him. In like manner the fire of God’s
Spirit should su rcharge u s, so that those who m we come n ear will feel a m ysterious, inv isible power
drawing them away from earth to heaven.
Shall we not go alone before the throne of God and there await the promised baptism of the Spirit,
that we m ay l abor for God and battle ag ainst th e powers o f darkness, not in ou r own stren gth, “bu t in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power”? 1 Corinthians 2:4.

22. THE BIOGRAPHY OF SATAN

HOW many different opinions there are concern ing the identity of the devil, no one knows. That
multitudes talk of such a being, everyone knows.
The Bible teaches us that “the secret things belong unto the Lord.” Deuteronomy 29:29. But the
devil’s biography is not one of God’s secrets, and it is our purpose here to trace his career as we find it in
the Holy Scriptures.
Starting our study with the last book in the Bible, we find this statement: “The great dragon was
cast out, that old serpe nt, called the devil, and Satan, which deceives the whole world: he was cast out into
the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” Revelation 12:9. This may be cal led a “ Who’s Who” of
this infam ous character. It gi ves his nam e as “the devil, and Satan;” hi s business, “which deceive s the
whole world.” his place of activity, “the earth;” and his agents, “his angels.”
How shall we identify him and his working organization in this earth? Is it to be associated with
the material or the spiritual world? The Bible gives the answer: “Put on the whol e armor of God, that you
may be able to stand against the wiles of th e devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers o f the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness
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