
w HEX the final day of reckonii~g shall be rcaclied, and all 
shall he judged accorcling to their \vorks, every siilner 
\\-ill be left \\.ithout excuse. I t  will then he sccn that 

Heaven has done all in its power to save to tlie uttermost every 
soul 1~110 has hacl an  accountable esistcnce. In  bestowing Jesus 
upon thc \vorld, tlie Creator in rhat act potlred out heaven's 
choicest treasure. Ever!. clay H e  sho~vers upon us inn~unerable 
blessings : for  in Him we live, ant1 move, and have our being. 
H e  has surrou~lded us 11-itil agencies for good, of ~\-liich we know 
nothing on1~- through their effect. I n  order that the gospel, 
\\-llich " is the power of God ullti, sail-ation," might bc preached 
to all nations, men havc gone to all parts of t11~ \\-orld to preach 
Christ and Hini crucified : they have endured p r i v a t i o ~ ~  and 
\vant in zones inhospitable, depril-ing themselves, \vithout inur- 
m l ~ r i ~ l g ,  of the societ!- of dear ones and the comforts of hoiile ; 
all of \ \ - l~ ic l~  the!- have cheerhllly cndured that they niight present 
the good nelvs of sal\,ation to a lost and ruincd race. 

All of man's efforts \\-auld prove futile in laboring to save 
the lost, \\-ere it not for the aid of the Holy Spirit, that won- 
tlerful unsccn agency \~,llicli accompanies the promulgation of 
the gospel. Our  Saviour, speal;ing of that mysterious power, 
says, " I \\-ill not lea;-c you comfortless. I will c o n ~ e  to you." 
" Elit the Conlforter, \vhicli is the Holy Ghost, \vIlo111 the Father 
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring 
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all things to !.our reii~cmbrance n-hatsoever 1 have said unto 
you." John 14: 18. 26. *-igain, in John 16: ;, S, the Saviour 
adds, " Kevertl~eless. I tell !.ou the truth ; it is expetlient for you 
that I go  an-ay: for  if I go not an-ay, the Comiorter \\-ill not 

conle unto j-011 ; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. .in(! 
\\hen he is come, he will reprove [margin, " convince "1 the 
n,orltl of sin, ant1 of righteocsne.s, and of judgn:e~lt." 

\\-hen the Saviottr declared that it lvas ad7;isable for Him to 
clepart, the disciples mttst certainly have been astonished beyond 
measure. How could it be profitable unto them for Him to 
tlepart aftcr  having spoken unto them as never man spake ; after 
having hcaletl the sicli? raised the dead, forgiven sin, and calnled 
the troubletl soul? H e  explainetl all by stating that if H e  tlicl not 
tlepart, the Comforter I\-oulcl not come, and that when I-Ie shoultl 
come, H e  would convil~ce the ~vor ld  of sin, of righteousness, antl 
of jutlgment: in other ~vords,  a power n-ould be sent into the 
world from the Father that would analien the conscience of the 
sinner n-henever sin should be c o n ~ n ~ i t t e d . ~  Every living, ac- 
countable soul is a witness to the trutl~fulness of this declar a t '  lon : 
for, n-hatever our station in life, whether riel1 or poor, free or  
bond, nhene~ .  cr  \ve tlo irrong, there comes a rapping antl tapping 
at  the heart's door, a113 a gentle voice says, " 170u ditl 11-rong; 

I 

you shoulcl repent. coufes,s. aiid reform !-our lifc." :I\-? ilia!, 
reject its wooings, but it ccmles to 11s ovcr and over again, to 
reprove us of our sins, ant1 urge us to walk in the ways of 
righteousness. 1 I 

Oftentimes, when the sinner defiantly tlisregards that gentle 
voice, and ignores that 11enign power, then it arrays before him 
tlie feariul realities of the jutlgn~ent, and he tleeply feeis his 
deplorable condition, as he exclaims, " I am lost ! I all! lost ! " 
But thanks be to God ~ v h o  giveth us the victory through Jest1.s f 
Christ, it is not s o ;  for as long as the wrong doer desires to be 
better than he is, and k l ~ o ~ v s  that unless he is, he is not pre- 
pared fur tleatli and the juclgnlent. he has not passcd the bouilds 
of mercy. His feeling thtts is an  evidence that the Spirit is n-ork- I 

ing for his salvation, and that there is mere!- for h i m ;  but he 
should fully realize that the opportune time has come for him 

to surrender to Gotl, that peace l i l x  a rivcr may attend his Ivay. 
The Hol!. Spirit not 0111~. coi~viiices of sin, of righteousness. 
and of judgment, but it fiils other nfticcs, anlong which it be- 
coi1;es our " earnest." llot cmly of our .;all-ation and a homc in 
heaven, but a pledge of our iuture inllcritancc in the final rcsti- 
tlltioil of tlie earth. One definition of the 11-ortl " carnest " is 
" a pledge or  pa!-u;ent gii-en as 211 assurance of ear l~rs t  or  serious 
purpose to dischnrgc a n  cngagemeni or  frl.ltill a promise ; a token 
of n-hat is to come." I'aul in speaking of what is to con:e ant1 
of n h a t  Gotl will acco~?~plish,  says that " i n  the dispensation of 
the fulness of times, he n:iglit gather together in one all things 
in Christ, boil1 n-11icl1 are in heavvn. aild which are on carth:  
even in h i n ~ ;  in nllom also wc h a w  oht:>.inctl an inheritance, 
lxing pretlcstinated accort1ii:g to the l)ury:.osc of ITim ~ 1 : o  norkcth 
all things aftcr the counsel of ETi? o1vn \:.ill; that we shoultl 
be to thc praise of Hi s  glory who first trustetl in Christ. In  
~ h o m  ye also trusted, after that ye hcartl thc lvoi-d of t r i~ th .  
the gospel of your salvation: in \\.!lorn also, aftcr that ye bc- 
licvcd, I!-e were sealed \\-it11 the Iiolj- Spirit of 1)romi.s~. ~ v l ~ i c h  
is the earnest o i  our  ii~hcritance until the retlemption of the 1)ur- 
chasc(1 possession. lint0 the praise of His  g1ory.F Eph. I : 10-14. 

Surely this quotatio~l teaches 11s unn~istakal~l!- that cvcry time 
lye are convince(1 of sin, of ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ C O U S I ~ C S S ,  ai:tl of j~~tlgi:~:.nt, that 
the bol!- Spirit is a pleclge, or  r t r r i i rs t ,  to astli-c LIS that we shal! 
gain ail i11l:eritancr in tile pttrchased possession. :I s i ~ i ~ p l e  ill~ts- 
tration will pel-haps lllore clearlj- conve!- to the rezclcr's mint1 
the significance of tile tc.rn1 " earnrst." 

Air. X pcssrcses a j-ne farm. Its acres are bro?,tl. an:l in 
a high state of c:tlii\-ation. A i  r. L: is anxious to ol)tain thc 
farm, ant1 approacl~cs Air. X to ascertain if 11c will sell. and if 
so, c n  \\-hat conditic~ns. .l'he t\vo gcnt1cn:en talk thc matter 
over. N r .  -1 agrees to take a stilmlatetl sum. Tlic tll-o men are 
strangers to eac11 other. ?.lr. E stntes to l l r .  X that as soon as 
he tlisposes of some property he \\-ill return ant1 1~1irc:lase the 
fartn. Air. X replies, " I have no tlottbt that you arc sil~cere in 
vour statemei~ts, biit as !-oL~ arc an entire stranger, I do not know 
that I shall ever mcet you again." \T7hereupon, AIr. E takes 
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froill llis purse gvltl coin to the amount of five hundred dollars, 
and passii~g it to Air. ,\ sa!-s, smiliiiglyl " Please receil~t me for 
the same oil the purchase price, an(l I n-ili return and talce pos- 
scssioa of the prc~perty." Mr.  T: departs. antl the rcport rapidly 
sl~reads that Ail.. :l !]as soltl his farm:  and when accostcd in 
regartl io the nlatter, hc confirms tlic report. Some of his more 
skei)tic;ll nt.iglil~ors say, " 170u \\-ill ncvcr see l l r .  I3 again. 
H e  certainly \\.ill not pa!- you the pricc stipulated, so you ma!- 
as  ell be cc)ntent to lieep your place." l l r .  ,\'s cye kindles, 
being lighted by i a i t l~ ,  and he esclaims with asslirancc. " H e  paid 
me five hundred tlvllurs as an earnest, or pledgt., that lie n-ill 
return, ant1 take the iar~ll .  H e  has too muc11 in~es ted  in it to 
abandon it now." 

The abovc faintly illustrates lion- the Holy Spirit is an earnest 
of our inl~critance. l ~ , - l i e i ~  man sinnetl, he lost domii~ion of the 
\vorld. and the beautiful planet that then \\-us. passed under the 
dominion of tlle usurper, and 1:1a:1 becrln~e the abject slave of 
sin. Jesus, pit!-ing his conclition, cailie to redeem not only man, 
hut the nurltl. H e  illvested in our n-orltl thirty-three years of his 
!ife, wherein he \\.as beset wit11 the sanle temptations that sur- 
rountl us. H e  v:as ric!icnleci antl n~nclced : llis character \\-as ma- 
lignetl, and at last he was fnlsel!- accuscd, arrested ll!- a nlerci- 
less n:ol), and cruciticd. Thus he investetl in the purchase(! p(1s- 
session his tinlc, tal~:nt, labor, and life. Having illade this invest- 
i :~el~t ,  hc has an  intcrest in  it. ant1 some day H e  n-ill return to 
c la in~ Eiis own, anrl tl7t soil n-hich draillt H i s  blootl n~ill erelong 
compose the foundation of His  throile. 

T i-IE mitiiitry of Jcsus Christ on cart11 was tlran-i1.g to its 
close. and H e  felt extrenlely ai1sious to give IIis iollowcrs 
tlie clearest evidcnce possible that H e  was the truc Xes- 

sinh. H e  clesircd that their faith nliglit be streilgtlleiletl in Hiin. 
so ihat it \:-ould not be shaken as they should see Hiin tlelivcred 
into the l ~ a i ~ t i s  of IIis encnlies. 14nd further, fearing that n-hen 
the!- shoilltl see their supposed Icing (lie the ignominious death 
of the cross. they lliight lose faith ill the expected kingtlom, con- 
ct.rning \vllich they llad hoper1 so 1o:l.g. H e  said unto then:, " 'There 
he some stailtiiilg hcre. ~vllich shall not taste of death, till they 
see tlie Snn of ixail cornilly in His  kingtlom." Alatt. 16: 28. 

A short time after  this, Jesus chose three of EIis most promi- 
nent discil~lcs. I'eter, Jan?es. ank! John, antl lerl tllcm up tlic steeps 
of a neigl~horing mountain, away from the sight and sountl of 
11uma11 activit!.. The- asccndctl the mountain for the purpose of 
ellgaging in prayer. The day hat1 I~cen n-ell filled by the Nas-  
ter ic nlinistrrillg to the needs o i  the peoplc. H e  hat1 taught 
great 1n:iltitutles and healer1 the sick. they reaclletl their tles- 
tination the sun was setting. 311d the lengthening s h a d o ~ ~ s  \\-ere 
veiling plaii~ ant1 valley. Still the snon-s on tllc upper peaks 
fla.;iled and glowed in the light of the setting sun as if aflame. 
sooil the goltlei~ light disappeared, a11t1 vallc! and sumlnit \verc 
alilte Ivrappetl in a mantle of tlarkncss. The Sa\riciur 1;ncn- that 
the darlcest hour of His  earthly pilgrimage \\-as fast al)proach- 
ing, and He  prayetl most earnestly for streilgth divine, that H c  
nlight be able to pass through the coming coilflict. H i s  rlisciplcs, 
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