Spiritual Gifts
We believe, too-

19. "That God has placed in His church the gifts of the Holy Spirit, as enumerated in 1
Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4. That these gifts operate in harmony with the divine principles of the
Bible, and are given for the perfecting of the saints, the work of the ministry, the edifying of the body
of Christ."

Ex-Adventists do not wish to be delivered from the general belief in the gifts of the Spirit as
this statement sets forth. But they often express joy over being delivered from a certain specific
application of this belief. One of the gifts of the Spirit is the gift of prophecy. Adventists believe that
this gift has been displayed in the life and writings of Ellen G. White. And how are those writings
distinguished? Do they set forth a circumspect view of religious living, or do they advocate fanatical
religious habits that lead to excesses? Do they uphold the Scriptures as the very Word of God, the
supreme authority in our lives, or do they minimize the Bible or spiritualize it away? Do those writings
uphold the great verities of revelation, such as the deity of our Lord and His sacrificial death and literal
resurrection, or do they minimize or undermine them?

To anyone who has read Mrs. White's writings the answer is evident. Even her critics will
generally agree that her writings promote the highest code of holy living in the setting of the Bible as
the very voice of God to us. And that her writings call for constant sacrificial liberality in order that we
may complete a task for God and be ready to meet Him in peace at His appearing. Certainly no
unbiased person could make any other appraisal.

We can easily understand how an ex-Adventist might find a certain sense of relief in being
"delivered" from the belief that Mrs. White's writings are a manifestation of the gift of the Spirit of
prophecy. He need not live so highly, he need not sacrifice so deeply, he need not take the Scriptures of
God so seriously.

But we cannot understand how that would give him a greater sense of joy in the Lord!
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