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Reasons for Memorizing Isaiah 58 
 

1. “The mind must be restrained, and not allowed to wander. It should be trained to dwell upon the 
Scriptures; even whole chapters may be committed to memory, to be repeated when Satan comes 
in with his temptations. The fifty-eighth of Isaiah is a profitable chapter for this purpose. Wall the 
soul in with the restrictions and instructions given by the inspiration of the Spirit of God. When 
Satan would lead the mind to dwell upon earthly and sensual things, he is most effectually 
resisted with “It is written.” When he suggests doubts as to whether we are really the people 
whom God is leading, whom by tests and provings he is preparing to stand in the great day, be 
ready to meet his insinuations by presenting the clear evidence from the word of God that we are 
keeping the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus” (GW92 418.2). 

 
2. “What saith the Lord in the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah? The whole chapter is of the highest 

importance” (CH 520.1). 
 

3. “I cannot too strongly urge all our church members, all who are true missionaries, all who believe 
the third angel's message, all who turn away their feet from the Sabbath, to consider the message 
of the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah. The work of beneficence enjoined in this chapter is the work 
that God requires His people to do at this time. It is a work of His own appointment. We are not 
left in doubt as to where the message applies, and the time of its marked fulfillment, for we read: 
"They that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places; thou shalt raise up the foundations of 
many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to 
dwell in” (6T 265.2).   
 

4. “I have been instructed to refer our people to the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah. Read this chapter 
carefully and understand the kind of ministry that will bring life into the churches. The work of 
the gospel is to be carried by means of our liberality as well as by our labors. When you meet 
suffering souls who need help, give it them. When you find those who are hungry, feed them. In 
doing this you will be working in lines of Christ's ministry. The Master's holy work was a 
benevolent work. Let our people everywhere be encouraged to have a part in it” (MM 263.2). 
 

5. “My brethren, you need to study more carefully the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah. This chapter 
marks out the only course that we can follow with safety” (4BC 1149.2). 
 

6. “The fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah contains present truth for the people of God. Here we see how 
medical missionary work and the gospel ministry are to be bound together as the message is given 
to the world. Upon those who keep the Sabbath of the Lord is laid the responsibility of doing a 
work of mercy and benevolence. Medical missionary work is to be bound up with the message, 
and sealed with the seal of God” (Ev 516.4). 
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7. “The fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah is a prescription for maladies of the body and of the soul. If we
desire health and the true joy of life we must put into practice the rules given in this scripture”
(MH 256.3).

8. “In the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah, the work of those who worship God, the Maker of the
heavens and the earth, is specified: "They that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places:
thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations" (Isaiah 58:12). God's memorial, His
seventh-day Sabbath, will be uplifted. "Thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The
restorer of paths to dwell in. If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath [no longer trample it
under your feet], from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy
of the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour him,... I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of
the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it" (Isaiah 58:12-14)” (2SM 106.3).

9. “The history of the church and the world, the loyal and the disloyal, is here [in Isaiah 58] plainly
revealed” (2SM 107.1).

10. “The piety and advanced spiritual knowledge and growth of a church is proportionate to the zeal,
piety, and missionary intelligence that has been brought into it, and carried out of it to be a
blessing to the very ones who need our assistance the most. Again I urge you to consider Isaiah
58, which opens a wide and extensive vineyard to be worked upon the lines which the Lord has
pointed out. When this is done there will be an increase of moral sources and the church will no
more remain almost stationary. There will be blessing and power attending their labor” (4BC
1148.7).

11. “In the 58th chapter of Isaiah God has placed before us the service He would have us do for our
fellowmen and for Him. He says, [Isaiah 58:6-11 quoted]” (12MR 237.3).

12. “The whole chapter is applicable to those who are living in this period of the earth's history.
Consider this chapter attentively; for it will be fulfilled” (4BC 1149.6, 7).

13. “The union that should exist between the medical missionary work and the ministry is clearly set
forth in the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah. There is wisdom and blessing for those who will engage
in the work as here presented. This chapter is explicit, and there is in it enough to enlighten
anyone who wishes to do the will of God. It presents abundant opportunity to minister to
suffering humanity, and at the same time to be an instrument in God's hands of bringing the light
of truth before a perishing world. If the work of the third angel's message is carried on in right
lines, the ministry will not be given an inferior place, nor will the poor and sick be neglected. In
His word God has united these two lines of work, and no man should divorce them” (CH 514.4).

14. “But many Seventh-day Adventists fail to realize the responsibility which rests upon them to
cooperate with God and Christ for the saving of souls. They do not show forth to the world the
great interest God has in sinners. They do not make the most of the opportunities granted them.
The leprosy of selfishness has taken hold of the church. The Lord Jesus Christ will heal the
church of this terrible disease if she will be healed. The remedy is found in the fifty-eighth
chapter of Isaiah” (R. & H., Dec. 10, 1901).
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