
Bible Adventism – James White 

 98

Sermon 10 - Saving Faith (Hebrews)  
TEXT: It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Heb.10:31.  

THE epistle of Paul to the Hebrews is addressed to those who are familiar with the 
types of the Jewish law. This book represents Christ and his work as no other of 
the epistles do. It is a commentary upon the typical system, designed to carry the 
Hebrew mind from the dead figures of the old covenant, up to the living facts of the 
new. The Jewish sacrifices in which blood was shed were a type of the sacrifice 
and precious blood of Christ. The Jewish sanctuary, with its two ministrations, was 
a type of the true tabernacle in Heaven where Christ ministers in both the holy and 
the most holy places. Such a commentary was peculiarly adapted to the time when 
the apostles had to meet the blindness of the Jews, who did not see that the types 
of their system pointed to, and were lost in, Jesus Christ and his work in the greater 
and more perfect tabernacle.  

But this was not the only object of Paul's epistle to the Hebrews, to furnish Christ's 
first apostles with facts and arguments to meet their brethren according to the flesh. 
Another object was to shed light upon the ministry of Christ in the minds of those 
who are looking for his second coming, who live at the time when that ministration 
is closing. Hence the epistle to the Hebrews is really an epistle to the Adventists. 
We do not say that the book was designed only for those who are looking for the 
second advent of Christ. It was a powerful argument in the hands of the first 
apostles, and commentators and religious teachers generally have found much 
theoretical and practical instruction in it for the people of each successive 
generation since Christ ascended up on high. But the fact that the great sanctuary 
question has not been opened to the people by theological teachers until the close 
of the great prophetic periods, shows that its light was especially designed for our 
time.  

Our text states that it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. These 
words could not apply at any time since Christ undertook the great work of human 
redemption, and became man's mediator with God, not to any persons only those 
who had committed the unpardonable sin. There is a point to which man may go, 
beyond which there is no pardon. But this class is very much smaller than many 
suppose. But what is the sin for which there is no pardon? It is the same now that it 
was in the days of Christ. When Christ cast out demons, the Jews would not 
believe that it was done by the power of God. They blasphemed in saying, "He hath 
Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth he out devils." Mark 3:22.  

In reply to this blasphemy, Christ said, "Verily I say unto you, all sins shall be 
forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall 
blaspheme; but he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never 
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forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation." Mark 3:28, 29. Blasphemy 
against the Father and the Son may be forgiven; but against the Holy Ghost, never.  

In the first century, attributing the work of the Holy Ghost to the power of Satan, 
was blasphemy and the sin which hath no forgiveness. It is the same in the 
nineteenth. There are those in our day who are goaded on by Satan to attribute the 
work of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, especially the gift of prophecy, to the work of 
Satan.  

These unfortunate persons commit the sin which hath no pardon. As further 
evidence of this fact, we here state that when these become alarmed and return 
with weeping they are not able to retain the position they retake. Like Esau, they 
have presumptuously sold their birthright; and although they seek to obtain it again 
with tears, they cannot. But let it be borne in mind that those persons who have 
grieved the Spirit of God away from them forever are left in a careless state of 
mind, generally supposing that they are in a fair way for Heaven, when they are 
really lost. The many who are suffering with fear that they have committed the 
unpardonable sin have done no such thing.  

God by his prophet speaks to these trembling souls who are well nigh bereft of their 
reason, in the following words of comfort: "Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." Isa.1:18. Shall we say that 
the crimson sin is the violation of the sixth commandment? And can the stain of this 
terrible crime be washed from the garments of the sinner by the blood of Christ? It 
is possible; but he who attributes the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan can find no 
pardon. 

Once, sinless man could walk and talk with God and Christ and angels in Eden. He 
was then safe and happy in the hands of the living God. But when sin separated 
him from God he needed a mediator. Thank Heaven that the sinner is now in the 
hands of Christ. But when mercy's hour shall be past, and Christ shall no longer 
plead for him, then he will be in the hands of the living God to receive the righteous 
retribution of all his unpardoned sins; then, oh! then, it will be fearful to be in the 
hands of the living God.  

The closing verses of the tenth chapter of Hebrews contain the clearest evidence 
that this epistle was given for the especial benefit of those who are waiting for the 
second advent of Christ.  

Paul exhorts, "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; for he is 
faithful that promised; and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to 
good works; not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 


