
116 How to Give Bible Readings 

Spiritualism 
1. DOES the Bible teach that there are spir i t beings? 

Heb. 1:7. 
2. Spir i ts being angels, how many classes a r e there of 

them?—Two, the good and the evil. 
3. Do both classes communicate with mankind?—Yes. 

Good (Heb. 1:14; Judges 13:3-21); evil (2 Cor. 11: 
14; Matt. 25:41; 1 Peter 5 :8) . 

4. What is Spiri tualism?—"The belief tha t the spir i ts of 
the dead in various ways communicate with and mani-
fest their presence to men, usually through the agency 
of a person called a medium."—Standard Dictionary. 

5. Can the dead re turn to communicate with the l iving? 
Job 7:10; Eccl. 9:5, 6; Ps . 146:4. 

6. Does the Bible recognize that there are lying spir i ts? 
1 Kings 22:22. 

7. To whom do all lying spir i ts belong? John 8:44. 
8. What power do Satan and his angels possess? 2 Cor. 

11:14, 15. 
9. What comes to those who give heed to these lying 

spiri ts? Lev, 19:31. Note 1. 
10. What phases of spirit work are named? Deut. 18:10, 11. 

Note 2. 
11. How does the Lord regard all these things? Deut. 18:12. 
12. Whose children are they who use sorcery? Acts 13:8-10. 
13. Will any such go into the kingdom? Rev. 21:8 ; 22: 

14, 15. 
14. Have people been saved from these deceptions? Acts 

8:9-11; 16:16-18. 
15. What promise may be ours? 2 Cor. 6:17, 18. Notes 

3 and 4. 
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Notes on Reading No. 18 
NOTE 1.—"In a sermon on 'Spiritualism an Imposture, ' Rev. T. 

De Wi t t Talmage said : 'Spiritualism takes advantage of those who 
are weak and morbid with trouble. We lose a friend. The house is 
dark, the world is dark, the future seems dark. If we had, in our 
rebellion and weakness, the power to marshal a host and recapture 
our loved one, we should marshal the host. Spiri tualism comes in 
a t t ha t moment, when we are all worn out by watching,—all worn 
out, body, mind, and soul,—and says : "Now I will open t h a t door ; 
you shall hear the voices. Take your places around the table ; all 
be quiet now." . . . O, I hate Spiritualism, because it takes ad-
vantage of people when they are weak, and worn out, and morbid 
under life's bereavements and sorrows ! . . . If Spiri tualism had 
its way, it would tu rn the world into a pandemonium of carnal i ty. 
It is an unclean and adulterous system.' "—"Bible Readings for the 
Home Circle," pp. 53i, 535. 

NOTE 2.—"The phenomenal aspect of modern Spiri tualism repro-
duces all essential principles of the magic, witchcraft , and sorcery 
of the past . The same powers are involved, the same intelligences 
are operating."—F. F. Morse, in "Practical Occultism," p. 85. 

NOTE 3.—"Ques.—Have you ever seen Confucius or Zoroaster ? 
"Ans.—Y'es, many times. 
"Ques.—In the order of degree, which stands the higher in moral 

excellence—Jesus Christ, Confucius, or Zoroaster? 
"Ans.—Confucius s tands in morali ty higher than the other two. 

. . . Jesus Himself claims to have been inspired, to a large extent, 
by this same Confucius. And if we are to place reliance upon the 
records concerning each individual, we shall find t h a t Jesus spoke 
the t r u t h when He tells us t h a t He was inspired by Confucius."— 
Banner of Light, June It, 186%. 

NOTE 4 .—"That Spiri tualism is a doctrine of the devil is ad-
mitted by some of its own advocates. In the Banner of Light, 
Nov. 4, 1865, is the following question and answer, the answer 
being given by a controlling spiri t through a Mrs. Conant, a t t ha t 
time a well-known medium : 

" 'Ques.—Do you know of any such spiri t as a person we call 
the devil? 

" ' Ans.—We certainly do. And yet this same devil is our god, 
our father.' 

"Dr. A. B. Childs, in a work entitled, 'Christ and the People,' 
says t h a t 'what is called the devil is the Spiri t of God in na ture . ' 
And in another work entitled, 'Better Views of Living,' t he same 
author says, ' I t is the mission of the devil, yet unthought of by men, 
to carry them through the hell of earth, and prepare them for the 
heaven of the spir i tual world.' Tha t the spir i ts who speak through 
modern mediums are deceptive is also admitted by leading authori-
ties. Thus Dr. Childs, in the Banner of Light, Oct. 26, 1864, said : 

" 'Nor can we doubt, I think, t ha t there are a diverse host of 
badly misdirected spir i ts . The lower spiri ts seek t o undo the good 
work of the higher, and to harass and to annoy and subject to 
suffering, medium and si t ter . They will deceive us for their amuse-
ment. Where is the medium but what has either seen or felt th i s? 
I have both. But wise spiri ts , who are to us the revelators and 
executors of the divine will, designedly deceive us for our good.' "— 
Bible Students' Library, No. 112, p. 11. 




