
Daniel 11 
God and Human Hostility 

Introduction 
Among the most helpful passages in 

the book of Daniel may be Daniel 11:6. 
AI firSllhe verse sounds like unintelli­
gible ancient his tory. In actual faci it 
con tains a gripp ing huma n-i nterest 
story that reveals a great deal about 
God. 

Arter some years they shan make 
an alliance, 

and the daughter of the king of the 
south 

shall come to the king orthe north 
to make peace; 

but she shan not retain the strength 
of her arm , 

and he and her offspring shall not 
endure; 

but she shall be given up , 
and her" attendants, 
her child , 
and he who got possession of her . 

Whatever does it mean'? 
We shall see on page 286 that around 

250 B.C .• King Ptolemy Philadelphus 
of Egypt and King An tiochus Theos of 
Syria attempted to guarantee peace 
betwee n th ei r cou ntries by having 
King Antiochus marry King Ptolemy'S 
daughter, Berenice. 

Antiochus already had a wife . called 
Laodice. It was part of the deal that he 
divorce her. 

So the divorce was arranged , the 
new marriage was celebrated. and in 
due cou rse a baby boy arrived who 
could someday be the next king. Un­
fortunately Antiochus soon found that 
he didn't like Beren ice very well. He 
kept making com parisons between her 
and his firs t wife. And when Berenice'S 
father , the ki ng of Egypt. died . Antio­
chus divorced her and took Laodice 
back again . 

But Laodice had become bitter. She 
was afraid, (00. of what her husband 
might do next. So using her royal 
powers in a manner all too common in 
those days, she had Antiochus , Bere­
nice, and Berenice ' s attendants and lit ­
tle son all murdered . 

It's not a pretty story. Think of the 
tears these women shed. Think o f the 
rejection , insecu rity , and hostil ity that 
they felt. 

Then remember that the angel laid 
Daniel abou t the whole si tuation al­
most thre~ hundred years before it 
happened. 

" Jesus Ch rist is the same yesterday 
and today and forever." Hebrews 
lH. 

God know s about every broken 
heart and broken home. He knows the 
crushing pain that human hostility in­
duces. And in Dan iel 10-12 Jesus ap­
pears at the begin ni ng and e nd of 
prophecy to teach us that if we'lf In 
H im. He' ll comfort, encourage, and 
guide us in every personal tragedy. 
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Th e II/Imt/I/ ro('e as hOSli/f!. 8m 
Daniel 11 deals with more than per­
sonal tragedy . It ranges over history . 
as if the angel who spoke it were a kind 
of cosmic Walter Cronkite reviewing 
headlines on TV and sign ing off. "So 
that 's the way it is"-or rather, since 
this is predictive prophecy, "So that' s 
the way it wi ll be." 

And like the evening headlines. al­
most every act reported in this chapter 
is a hostile one. Every actor appears in 
a bad light. fighting or preparing 10 
fight somcone. Except that, near the 
end. a few "wise" persons appear. 
who stand firmly for God under heavy 
provocation. 

God knows all about us: and what 
He knows for the most part is n't good. 
"since all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory orGed." Romans 3:23. Sin is 
always com milled against somebod y, 
either our ne ighbor orthe Lord . In this 
chapter hostile humans are portrayed 
as cheating, undcrculling, and killing 
one another, then turning their prac· 
ticed pride and rage against God Him­
self. 

In the con text of so muc h human 
hostility. this fifth .... is ion of Daniel 
teaches us that God is present to heal 
whenever we see k Him. 

It also teaches that God is present to 
blow the whistle on our nas ty conlests. 
VerSes 27. 29, and 35 refer to "ap­
pointed" times. The apostle Paul was 
similarly aware of God 's stopwatch 
when he said in Acts 17:26,27. 
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And he (God] made from one 
[man] e .... ery nalion of men 

to Ii .... e on a ll the face of the earth, 
having determined allotted 

periods 
and the bou ndaries of their 

habitations, 
that they should seek God , 

in the hope that they might feel 
afler him 

and find him. 
Yel he is nol far from each one 

of 1I.s. 

The lallRltaRe of Dalliel II. The lan­
guage of Daniel I I is considered to be 
" literal" in that it isn't sy mbolic in the 
same way that the language of chapters 
2. 7. and 8 is. There are no multi· 
element images. no beasts or horns . 
Just the same. its language is far from 
easy. It is cryptic, almost like a code . 
Each sentence condenses quantities of 
information. Many metaphors are 
employed. Many pronouns do not 
Seem. at fi rst, to have clear anteCed­
en ts. The und erlying Hebrew presents 
problems. 

Our first reaction is to wish that God 
had made the story plainer. Then we 
reflect that He told the story in this 
manner for ou r sakes. The prophecy is 
for us. and He chose to express it as He 
did. knowing His way was bes t. 

NumerOIiS illterpretatioll.s . The 
cryptic qua lit y of Daniel II has led 10 a 
variety of interpretations. 

But. by intentionall y omitti ng the 
names of people and the dales of major 
even ts, God has encouraged us 10 
study the cou rse of history and to make 
ou r own comparisons between what 
He said and what we find . For some 
Christians. matching hi story to this 
particular prophecy has become a reli­
gious divers ion. even a lifelong pas­
s io n, more fascinating and far more 
rewarding than doing jigsaw pictures 
or crosswo rd puzzles. 

The most popular interpretation has 
always been that the heart of the chap· 
ter (verses 21·39) deals with Antiochus 
Epiphanes, of whom we have heard 
before (see pages 190- 192). Josephus. 
the famous Jewish historian, held this 



interpretation in the firs t century A.D. 
It is possible that Christ's disciples did 
also. 

n the disciples did hold this view. 
they must have been very su rprised to 
hear Jesus say that the "abomination 
that makes desolate" (translated " des­
olating sacrilege" in Matthew 24: 15) 
that was "spoke n" of by Daniel the 
prophet (in Daniel 8: 13 and II :3 1) was 
still to be fulfilled in the future (see 
footno te, page 248). Their surprise 
must have grown when they heard 
Jesus add, " Let the reader [of Daniell 
understand ." "Understand" is a key 
word in the book of Daniel. 

Jesus was present when the angel 
gave Danie l the contents of chapler II . 
The facI that Ile considered the An­
tiochus Epiphancs interpretation to be 
inadequate is sign ificant. 

There is no doubt that the interpreta­
tion which applie s verses 21-39 to An­
tiochus Epiphanes is very old. But is 
this a good recommendation for it? At 
the close of the vision the angel told 
Daniel to "shut up the words, and sea) 
the book, until the time or the end." 
Then another angel commented. "The 
wise will understand." 

In other words. old interpretations 
are bUlllld 10 be inadequate. Only in­
terpretations made in rela ti ve ly rece nt 
years have any chance of getting the 
real issues s traight. The vision was 
sealed until the time of the end. 

Nodoubt God wou ld be happy to see 
you working on your own interpreta­
tion of Danie l I I. You wou ld need to 
read history books, pray earnestly , 
and consult with other swdiou s. pray­
ing Christians. "YOII must understand 
Ihis, that no prophecy of scripture is a 
mailer of one's own interpretation." 
2 Peter 1:20. 

But don't be misled by any single 
translation, and be wary of brief foot-

tNTROOUcrlON DANIEL 11 

notes in s tudy Bibles, Scholars wres­
tling with the linguistic difficulties in­
volved have sometimes adapted the 
Hebrew and tai lored their translations 
to fit a cherished interpretation when 
they really shoul dn ' t have done so. 
Years ago the well-k nown Charles H. 
H. Wright warned that "these modern 
attempts to correct the text of Daniel 
so as to bring it into closer hannony 
with the records of the Maccabean 
times are ... highly suspicious. If the 
Patri s tic . mediaeval , and post­
Refonnation writers have twisted sen­
tences of DaniellO make them express 
the meaning those commentators de­
si red them to convey, all such writers 
have been far ou tshone in that particu­
lar point by modem critics . " I 

Aids 10 inlerprellllioll , Before at­
tempting to find out what the angel 
tried to tell Daniel (and us) in chapter 
II , it will be helpful to se t down a 
number of observations to infl uence us 
as we go along. 

I , SlIIdy lit-Ips. In hannony with 
what we have been sayi ng, we should 
expect to s tud y history books and to 
examine more th an o ne Bible transla­
tion. 

2. Long l ime, Dan iel II begi ns with a 
re ference to King Cyrus. who was 
reigning at the time , and ends at the 
" time or the end ," when Michael wi ll 
stand up and raise the dead . Thus we 
should expect the interpretat ion of 
Daniel II to lead us over long periods 
of ti me. 

3, Landmarks . Spoiled along th is 
t ime period are a few prominent 
markers to guide us on our way , as 
b uoys guid e ships a nd omni· 
transmitters guide planes . The most 
important of these markers are (a) the 
"prince or the covenant" in verse 22 
and (b) the " abomination that makes 
desolate" in verse 3 1. The Hebrew 
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word for " prince" is nOI the common 
word "sar" bUI the relatively rare 
" 1It1gid " and is identical to the word 
for the " prince" who "causes the co\'c· 
nant 10 prcyail" in Dan ie l 9:24-21. The 
"prince of the covenant" is J es/ls 
Christ (see page 219); hence, by the 
time we reach verse 22 in our inlcrpre­
talion of Dan iel II . we mu st be down at 
least to the time of Christ. And as for 
the "abomination that makes desolate" 
(verse 31) , Jesus indicated in Mauhew 
24: IS that il was fUlUrc to His day. By 
the t ime we reach verse 31 we mu st be 
well into the Christian era . 

4. Paralltls. We have learned that 
the great prophet ic panora mas of 
Daniel 2, 7. 8, and 9 no t only parallel 
bUI also augment each other. We will 
ex pect Daniel 11 also to introduce new 
material while at the same time running 
parallel to the other visions (see page 
295). 

.5. Christian history . We have seen 
that Danie l7 and 9 deal largely with the 
cou rse of the Christian church . The 
li llie horn of Danicl7 represe nt s Chris­
tian Rome trampling on God's law and 
persecuting His saints during a spe­
cially designated 1260 yea rs. 538- 1798. 
The lillie hom of Daniel 8 repre sents 
both pagan a nd Christian Rome, con­
tributing to that misrepresentation of 
Christ 's heavenl y ministry which is 
pictured as ending in 1844. at the close 
of the 2300 year-days. We will antici­
pate.then , that Daniel I I wi ll probably 
a lso deal some of the t ime with the 
Chris tian c hurch. 

6 ... YOllr p,oplt.>.·· We are supported 
in thi s expectation when we hear the 
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angel tell Daniel that the message con­
ce rns "your people." Dan iel lO: 14. In 
our s tud y o f Dan iel 9: 19, 24 we learned 
that the term "your people" means 
et hni c Israe l until the close o f the 
seventy weeks (A. D. 34) and after that 
Christian Israel- the ch urch of all be­
lievers in Jesus. both Jew and Gentile 
(see pages 23 1-234). 

Encouragement about dt'tails. 
Daniel II contains many details. If you 
da n' , like details, you may prefer to 
come back and read the chapter later: 
but do not be dismayed . God loves de­
tai ls. 

Scientis ts tell us that each drop of 
rainwater that falls d uring a thun­
derstorm contains al least 100 billion 
billion ato ms. And that each ato m is 
composed of protons, neutrons, and 
electrons. And that each proton and 
neu tron is most likely composed, in 
lurn, of as many as three infi nitesi­
mally tiny , rapidly spinn ing, toplike 
pan icles called quarks. 

There are over fou r billion people in 
our world . Each has his or her own set 
of social. economic. and family prob· 
lems. How good it is that the God of 
raindrops knows all there is to know 
abou t everyone's concerns and the 
hostilities they ge nerate , that He has 
known about them for centuries in ad­
vance, and that He "is nOI far from 
each one of us." Acts 17:27 . 

The facl that man has walked on the 
moon does n' t mean nearly so much as 
the fact that. in a very practical se nse, 
God walks o n the carth . Think about 
this as you read Daniel 11 and be en­
couraged , 
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CHAPTER I I 

I And as forme . in the firs t year of Darius 
the Mede , I s tood up to confirm and 
strengthen him . 

2 "And now I will show you the truth . 
Behold. three more kings shall arise in Per­
sia: and a fourth shall be far richer than all 
of them: and when he has become strong 
through his riches . he shall s tir up all 
agai nst the kingdom of Greece . 3 Then a 
mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with 
great dominion and do according to his will. 
• And when he has arisen. his kingdomshall 
be broken and di vided toward the rour 
winds of heaven , but not to his posterity. 
nor according 10 the domin ion with which 
he ruled; for his kingdom shall be plucked 
up and go to others besides these. 

S "Then the king of the south shall be 
s trong, but one of his princes shall be 
stronger than he and his dominion shall be a 
great dominion . ' After some years they 
shall make an alliance. and the daughter of 
the king of the south shall come to the king 
of the north to make peace: but she shall 
not retain the strength of her arm , and he 
and his offspring shall not endure: but she 
shall be given up. and her attendants. her 
child . and he who got possession of her. 

7 " In those times a branch from her roots 
shall arise in his place: he shall come 
against the army and enter the fortress of 
the king of the north, and he shall deal with 
them and shall prevail .• He shall also carry 
01T 10 Egypt Iheir gods with their molten 
images and with their precious vessels of 
silver and of gold: and for some years he 
shall refrai n from attacking the king of the 
north . t Then the latter shall come into the 
realm of the king of the south but shall 
return into his own land . 

10 " His sons shall wage war and assem­
ble a multitude of great forces, which s hall 
come on and overflow and pass through. 
and again shall carry the war as far as his 
fortress. 11 Then the king of the south, 
moved with anger. shall come out and fight 
with the king of the north; and he shall raise 
a great multitude , but it shall be given inlo 

DANIEL II 

his hand . 12 And when the multitude is 
taken . his heart shall be exalted. and he 
shall cast down tens of thousands. bu t he 
shall not prevail. 13 FOrlhe king of the north 
shall again raise II multitude , greater than 
the former: and after some years he shall 
come on with a great army and abundant 
supplies. 

14 " In those times many shall rise 
against the king of the south: and the men of 
violence among your own people shall lift 
themselves up in order to fu lfil the vision: 
but they shall fai l. IS Then the king of the 
north shall come and throw up siegeworks. 
and take a well-fortified city. And the 
forces of the sout h shall nOI s tand . or even 
his picked troops . for there shall be no 
strength 10 s tand . I. But he who comes 
against him shall do according 10 his own 
will. and none shall stand before him : and 
he shall sland in Ihe glorious land , and all of 
it shall be in his power. 11 He shall set his 
face to come with the s trength of hi s whole 
kingdom. and he shall bring terms of peace 
and perform them . He shall give him the 
daughter of women to destroy the king­
dom : but it shall not stand or be to his 
advantage. I. Afterward he shall tum his 
face to the coasllands. and shall take many 
of them; but a commander shall put an end 
to his insolence: indeed he shall tum his 
insolence back upon him. I' Then he shall 
tum his face back toward the fortres ses of 
his own land ; but he shall s tumble and fall , 
and shall not be found. 

20 " Then shall arise in his place one who 
shall send an exactor of tribute th rough the 
glory of the kingdom ; bUI within a few days 
he shal1 be broken . neither in anger nor in 
battle. Il ln his place shall arise a contempt­
ible person to who m royal majesty has not 
been given: he shall come in without warn­
ing and obtain the kingdom by nalleries. 
II Armies shall be utterl y swept away be­
fore him and broken, and the prince of the 
covenant also. U And from the lime Ihat an 
alliance is made with him he shall act de­
ceitfully: and he shall become strong with a 
small people. t l Without warning he shall 
come into the richest parts of the province: 
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and he shall do what neither his fathers nor 
his father." fathers have done. sC3nering 
among them plunder. spoil. and goods. He 
shall devise plans against strongholds. bUI 
only for a time. n And he shall stir up his 
power and his courage against Ihe king of 
the sou th wilh a great army: and Ihe king of 
the soulh shall wage war with an exceed­
ingly great and might)' army: bU I he shall 
not stand. for plots shall be devised against 
him. U Even those who cal his rich food 
shall be his undoing; his army shall be 
swept away, and many shall fall down 
slain. I, And as for the two kings, their 
minds shall be bent on mischief: they shall 
speak lies allhe same table. bUllo no avail: 
for the cnd is yet 10 be at the time ap­
pointed. 10 And he shall return 10 his land 
with great substance. but his heart shall be 
set against the holy covenant. And he shall 
work his will. and re turn to his own land. 

29 "At the time appointed he shall return 
and come imo the south: but it shall not be 
this time as it was before. ~o For ships of 
Kittim shall come against him. and he shall 
he afraid and withdraw. and shall turn back 
and be enraged and take action against the 
holy covenant . He shall turn back and give 
heed to those who forsake the holy cove­
nant. 31 Forces from him shall appear and 
profane the temple ::lOd fortress. and shall 
take away the continua] burnt offering. 
And they shall set up the abomination that 
makes desolate. n He shall seduce with 
flattery those who violate the covenant: but 
the people who know their God shall s tand 
firm and take action . n And those among 
the people who are wise shall make many 
understand. though they shall fall by sword 
and name. by captivity and plunder. for 
some days. 3< When they fall. they shall 
receive a little help. And many shall join 
themselves to them with flatte ry: 3 5 and 
some of those who are wise shall fall, to 
refine and to cleanse them and to make 
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them white. untif the time of the end. for it 
is yet for the time appointed. 

36 .. And the king shall do according to 
his will: he sha[[ exalt himself and magnify 
himself above every god. and shall speak 
astoniShing things against the God of gods. 
He shall prosper till the indignation is ac­
complished: for what is determined shall be 
done. 31 He shall give no heed to the gods of 
his fathers . or to the one beloved by 
women: he shall not give heed (0 any olher 
god. for he shall magnify himself above all. 
n He shall honor the god of fortresses in· 
stead of these: a god whom his fathers did 
not know he shall honor with gold and 
silver. with precious stones and costly 
gifts. U He shall deal wi th the strongest 
fortresses by the help of a foreign god: 
those who acknowledge him he shall mag· 
nify with honor. He shall make them rulers 
over many and shall divide the land for a 
price. 

40" At the lime of the end the king oflhe 
south shall attack him: but the king of the 
north shall rush upon him like a whirlwind. 
with chariots and horsemen. and with 
many ships: and he shall come into coun· 
tries and shall overllow and pass through. 
II He shall come into the glorious land . And 
tens of thousands shall fa ll. but these shall 
be delivered out of his hand: Edom and 
Moab and the main part of the Ammonites. 
<! He shalt stretch out his hand against the 
countries. and the land of Egypt shall not 
escape. <) He shall become ruler of the 
treasures of gold and of silver. and all the 
precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans 
and the Ethiopians shall follow in his train. 
0. But tidings from the east and the north 
shall alarm him. and he shall go forth with 
great fury to exterminate and utterly de­
stroy many. 4 $ And he shall pitch his pala­
tial tents betwecn thc sea and the glorious 
holy mountain: yet he shall come to his 
end . with none to help him. 



GOD CARES 

The Message of Daniel 11 
God Knows All About Us 

A principal difference bet wee n the vision of Daniel 11 and (h e o ther visio ns in 
the book is that , whe reas the o thers deal with the sweep of empires. th is onc often 
talks about individuals. In the other visions. "king" means "kingdom." In Danie l 
11. " klng" often means "king." 

You have read the chapter and likely you haven't known what to do with it. 
Now let's look at it again and see how speci fi c events in history match specific 
phrdses in the prophecy. 

Tlu! common inU'rprt' laEioll oJverus /-/3. There is hardly any disagreeme nt 
among Bible students about the fi rs t thirteen verses. Let's go over this first part 
slowly enough so we can see how accura tely il has been fulfi lled. 

I. And as for me [Gabrie/l , 
in the first year or Darius the Mede, 
I stood up to confirm and strengthen him. 

Gabrie l. whom we assu me the angel 10 be. here says that a year or two before 
this vision he had pe rsonally assisted Darius the Mede (not King Darius I) in his 
administration of Babylon. This information helps explain why Darius was so 
friendly 10 Daniel in the mailer of the lions' den. 

2. And now I wiU show you the truth . 
Behold , three more kings shall arist in Persia, 
Dnd u rourth shall be rar richer than all or them. 
And when he has become strong through his riches, 
he shall stir ull all against the kingdom or Greece. 

Aftcr the death of King Cyrus. who was reign ing at the time of the vision. the 
nexl three kings of Persia we re Cambyses (530-522). a usu rper called the False 
Smerdis or Bardiya (522). and Darius I (522-486). Cyrus and Darius I both issued 
decrees to rebui ld the temple . 

The fourth king was Xerxes (486-465) , known in the Bible as Ahasuerus and the 
husband of Queen Esther. He spent four full years s tockpi ling supplies and 
assembli ng manpower for a mili tary expedi tion against Greece, just as the ange l 
had predicted . He tru ly stirred up " all ." His army teemed wi th cont ingen ts from 
fo rt y nations-Persians sporti ng tu rbans. Assyrians wearing brass helmets , Col­
chians wit h wooden hats, Th racians wi th fox-skin caps, Eth io pia ns draped in 
leopard ski ns. and so on and on.t Toget her they marched , perhaps 300.()()()3 of 
them. mos tl y on root . all thc way from their homelands to the batt les of Salamis 
(480) and Plataea (479) in Greece-and to comple te dcfeat. 

3. Then a mighty king [A lexander] shall arise 
who shall rule wilh great dominion 
and do according to his will. 
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Victory over the Greal King of Persia was a heady tonic for citizens of the little 
ci ty·states of Greece. Dreams of conquering the Persian Empire began !O dance in 
their heads. Eventu all y Alexander, son of King Philip of Macedonia , united mosl 
of the Greeks , then crossed the Hellespont into Asia and, as we saw earlier 
(pages 156, 157), completely conq uered the empire of the Great King. 

4. And when he [Alexander] has arisen, his kingdom shall be broken 
and divided toward the four winds of heaven, 
but not to his posterity , 
nor according to the dominion with which he ruled; 
for his kingdom shall be plucked up 
and go to others besides these . 

Alexander was just settling inlo the tas k of bu ildi ng the capi lal of hi s new 
em pire at the s ite of old Babylon, when swamp fev er overtook him. He died in 
June 323 B.C. at the age of32 and was su rvived by a brain-damaged half brother, 
Philip, and by an infant son, born actually after Alexander's death. His leading 
generals fought with each other. eliminated the brother and the son . and in 301 
sli ced up the empire four ways. The far west went to Cassande r. the north (0 

Lysi machu s. th e eas t to SelclIcus , and the sou th to Ptolemy. 

5. The king of the south [Ptolemy] shall be strong, 
but one of his princes shall be stronger than he 
and his dominion shall be a great dominion . 

The terms "king of the north" and "king of the south" appear frequ ently in 
Daniel I I. They designate. at first, Ihe persons who controlled Syria and Egypt, 
countries lyingnorrh and.solllh of Jerusalem. The actual areas controlled by these 
kings varied from time to time . Sometimes the no rthern (Seleucid) kingdom 
reached from the Aegean Sea to India, and sometimes it consisted of onl y a few 
city-states. The king of (Ptolemaic) Egypt annexed Lib ya and also certain areas on 
the coast of Asia Minor. During much of the early period covered by Daniel II , 
Egypt also controlled Lebanon, Cyprus, and Judea. See map on page 285 . 

The capital of Egypt under the Ptolemies was nOI Cairo but Alexandria. a 
flourishi ng comm unit y founded by Alexander. The principal capital of the 
Scleucid kingdom was Antioch, in Syria, near to the Mediterranean. 

All the kings of Egypt carried the name Ptolem y (TOL-uh-rnee), and all the 
kings of Syria who are referred to in Daniel I I were called either Antiochu s or 
Seleucus. Because so many had the same names, each was distingu ished in 
ancient times by a second name chosen by the king himself or given to him by his 
people. Today we give them numbers as well. The result is admittedly a series of 
. 'jawbreakers"! 

In verse 5 the angel said that the " king of the south" would be "strong." 
Ptolemy I Soter (323-280) was, in fact, strong right from the start. Egypt was im­
mensely wealthy and rather easy to protect. The " prince" who became "stronger 
than he" was Seleucus I Nicator, the general who originally won the eastern part of 
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Alexander's empire. SeJeucus was driven out of the east by yet another one of 
Alexander's generals and ned to Egypt for safety. Ptolemy gave him special status 
and helped him OUlfit a new army. 

Quickly successful in dri ving his rival out of the east, Seleucus followed 
through by pushing Lysimachus out of Syria and Asia Minor, thus making himself 
" king of the north"-and the master of most of Alexander's former empire, from 
the Aegean to India. He would have liked to control Judea 100, taking it away from 
Egypt; but Ptolemy reminded Se leucus that without his help in the first place . he 
could never have staged his comeback. 

6. After some years they [Antioelllls II and Ptolemy II] shall make an alliance, 
and the daughter of the king of the south 
shall come 10 the king of the north to make peace; 
but she shall not retain the strength of her arm, 
and he Ilnd her offspring shall not endure; 
but she shall be given up, 
and her attendants. 
her child, 
and he who got possession of her. 

When Alexander's " horn" kingdom was "broken," il was di"ided into four (later thru) 
"horn" kingdoms. each led at first by one of Alexander's four generals. 
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KINGS OF THE SOUTH AND KINGS OF THE NORTH 

THE PTOLEMIES 

ptolemy I Soter *323-282 
ptolemy II Philadelphus 285-246 

Ptolemy III Euergetes 

Ptolemy IV Epiphanes 
ptolemy V Epiphanes 
Ptolemy VI Eupator 
Ptolemy VII Philometer 
Etc. to B.C. 51 
Cleopatra VI 

246-221 

221-203 
203-181 

181 
181 -145 

51-30 

THE SELEUCIDS 

Seleucus I Nicator 
Antiochus I Soter 
Antiochus II Theos 
Seleucus II Callinicos 
Seleucus III Ceraunos 
Antiochus III the Great 
Seleucus IV Philopater 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
Antiochus V Eupator 
Etc ., to B.C. 65 

312-281 
281-261 
261-246 
246-225 
225-223 
223-187 
187-175 
175-164 
164-150 

'Ptolemy I Soter was designated " satrap," 323-305, but aller 305 his new title 
as " king" was made retroactive to 323. 

ptolemaic dales from Edwyn Bevan, The House of Ptolemy. Seleucid dates 
from Parker and Dubberstein, Babylon/en Chronology, 2d ed . 

We looked at thi s verse on page 277. We have to remind ourselves that all these 
details were revealed by God almost three hundred years in advance. The " they" 
at the beginning of the verse refers to Anlioc hus II Theos (26 1-246) and Ptolemy II 
Philadelphus (285·246). Antiochus II. you recall , divorced Laodice in order to 
marry Berenice, daughter of Ptolemy II. When Ptolemy II died , Antiochus took 
Laodice back, but she had Antiochus and Berenice and Berenice's baby and al· 
tendants all killed . 

Breaking his relationship with his wife was a st range basis for a king to adopt 
for building a new relationship with a foreign king. 

7. In those times II branch from her roots [Ptolemy III) 
shall arise in his place ; 
he shall come against the army and enter the fortress 
of the king of the north [Amioe/Ills Il l , 
and he shall deal with them and shall preyail. 

By his di vorce and remarriage Antiochus II lost far more than he could ha ve 
hoped to gain . For the next king of Egypt, Ptolemy III (246--221), a brother of 
Berenice 's. determined to avenge Berenice's death by invading Syria. He look his 
army all the way to Babylon and beyond before voluntarily pulling back!' His navy 
occupied Selellcia. the porllhal served Antioch, the capital of Syria, and for some 
lime Egyptian shippi ng dominated the eastern Mediterranean. 

8. He [Ptolemy 1111 shall also carry orr to Egypt 
their gods with their molten images 
and with their precious vessels of silver and gold; 
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and for some years he shall refrain from 
attacking the king of the north . 

In the process of his triumphant Syrian campaign. Ptolemy III captured 2500 
gold and silver images, many of them bei ng Egyptian gods that had been stolen by 
a succession of conquerors over the ce ntu ries. Watchi ng him carry these lifeless 
idols sou th through Palestine on his way home to Egypt , the Jews must have 
smiled in contempt. But the Egyptians were deligh ted at what their Greek king had 
achieved for them, and they hailed him as their benefactor. In Greek "benefactor" 
is "I!IfUNl'tu" : hence Ptolemy III Ef/I!r/(t>fl!s. 

Ptolemy III Euergetes was quite satisfied with himself after his profitable 
foray, and he didn' t allack the Syrians again as long as he lived . 

9. Then the latter [0 new killg of the lIorth, Selellcils II] 
shall come into the realm of the king of the south 
but shall return into bis own land . 

The Ptolemies and Seleucids resu med their quarrel. like feuding Hmfields and 
McCoys, For well over a cent ury the Jews apprehe nsively observed their armies 
marching north and sou th through Palestine , knowing that victory o r defeat could 
change their overlords and their liberties and taxes too. 

In the year 242 Seleucus II Calli nicus anempted to ave nge himse lfror Egypt's 
deep penetration of his ancestral lands, bUI his army was vanquished and his navy 
blown away. He returned 10 Antioch bad ly bloodied and empty-handed, 

10. His sons [/hl" two SOliS of SelellCIlS II. /lamely Sele/lcllS III, 
who I\'(IS assassinated aftn a short reigll (22.5-223) alld 
Ant;Oc!lIIs /1/ tl,e Great (223-/87)1 
shall wage war and assemble a multitude of great forces. 
which shall come and overnow and pass through, 
and again shall carry the war as far as his fortress. 

II . Then the king of the south [Ptolemy I V) . 
moved with anger , 
shall come out and fight with the king of the north [Antioc"us III ]; 
and he [Antiochlls 1/11 shall raise a great multitude, 
but it shall be given into his [Ptoll"my's] hand. 

12. But when the multitude is taken lI11at is, tire army defeated} 
his heart (Ptoll"m y's) shall be exalted, 
and he shall cast down tens of thousands, 
but he sball not prevail. 

These three ve rses deal principally wi lh the battle of Raphia. June 22. 2 17 
D.C .. as if God chose to pay special attention to this particular battle as an 
evidence of His interest in every baltle , 

But why should God be concerned about a battle? 
At Raphia in 217 B,C. approximately 70 ,000 fOOl soldiers and 5000 cavalry 
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were committed on each s ide . The body count next day showed that Anliochus II I 
had lost 10.000 killed and 4000 taken prisoner. Ptolemy's losses were lighter but 
still s ignificant. When hostility is so rampant and so many men sutTer and die. 
should not God care'! 

It is a point of interest that both armies al Raphia , like armies al some other 
major battles. deployed trained elephants to confuse the cavalry and to provide 
ele vated mobile fortresses. Wrote a later Roman warrepoher. Ammianus Marcel­
linus: · ' Elephants. frightfu l with their wrinkled bodies and loaded with armed 
men. [are) a hideous spectacle, dreadful beyond every form of horror. "$ The 
Egyptians used 73 of the big beasts, herded in from Somalia, and the Syrians, 102, 
brought all the way from India. Despite their numerical disadvantage, Egypt won 
the battle, fo r Antiochus lacked discipline . 

Yet victory gained Ptolemy liule in the long run . He was a notorious de­
bauchee, He failed to follow up the success his generals had handed him-and 
Antiochus 111 was eager for a rematch . 

13. For the king of the north [Antiochlls /II ] 
shall again raise a multitude, greater than the former; 
and after some years 
he shall come on with a great army and abundan t supplies. 

Resilient as a tennis ball , Antiochus III bounced high after his defeat al Raphia. 
He led his army to India in the east and to the Aegean in the west, making the "king 
of the north" once mo re nominal master of most of Alexander's former empire. 
Hoping to be master of it a ll , he prepared for a second attack on Egypt. 

The timing seemed propi tious, for the new king of the south was Ptolem y V 
Epiphanes. a boy of s ix. Besides. there was unrest along the Nile, Egyptians 
deFying and even rioting against their Greek overlords. It is of interest to know that 
the famOliS Roseua Stone, now housed in the Briti sh Museum. records conces­
s ions made to the restless Egyptian people by the regents of lhe boy king, Ptolemy 
V, in an effort to prevent further trouble. 

Interpretation of Daniel I I :14, 15. When I was a boy. one of my teachers ob­
served that "prophecy is history written in advance." I hope you have enjoyed 
seeing how the first thirteen ve rses of Daniel 11 have been minutely fulfilled. 

These opening verses are interpreted rather unanimou sly ; verses 14-39. how­
ever, have occasioned a variety of expositions. Lei us look first at verses 14 and 15. 

14. [n those times 
many shall rise against the king of the south ; 
and the men or violence among your own people 
shall lift themselves up in order 10 fulfill the vi.c;ion ; 
but they shall rail. 

Among the " many" who were to "rise against the king oflhe south" were those 
Egyptians we mentioned a moment ago who were rebelling against their Greek 
OVerlords. In addition, Antiochus II I, a determined enemy. secured an alliance with 
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wrunK from the 
bo~killg Pto/nllY V 
M'hen " mollY" rose 

IIf' flgainst him. 

Philip of Macedon. the current successor to Cassander in the wesl. All these rose in 
hostility agai nst the king of the south . 

But who were the "men of violence among your own people" who wou ld " lift 
lhemseh'CS up in order to fulml the vision" but who would "fail"? Some commen­
U\lO~ speculate that a party of mi litant s must have guthered around a Jewish fanatic. 
impressed by some wild vision of his that the time was ripe to break free while Syria 
and Egypt were at war. Such a group may have existed. bUI so far 110 record of 011(' 
luIS COl1le to light . 

The K .J . V. has. for this pan of verse 14. "The robbers of thy people shall exalt 
themseh'es to establish the vision; but they shall fa U." 

The underlying Hebrew mean s. literally. " the breakers of your people." and the 
R.S. V. interprets this phrase to refer to violent people among the Jews. Obviously 
the Hebrew can just as well refer to Olllsiders who come in to rob o r break the Jews. 

So who are the " robbers" or "b~akers" of God 's people? In the vision of 
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Daniel 7 the fourth beast " devOl/red and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue." 
Daniel 7:7. In Daniel 8: 13 the lillie horn ·'trampled" the sanctuary underfoo!. The 
fourth beast and the little horn are Rome: so the angel's real meaning in Daniel II: 14 
is that the Roman s would enter the story at this point in fulfillment of the visions of 
Daniel 7 and 8 and-also in fulfillment of Daniel 7 and 8-that they would in the 
cou rse of time trample on God·s people and. ult imately , fall. Verse 14 wraps up 
Roman history in a concise prophetic nugget. 

Asa fact, it was in the days of Antiochus III that the Ro mans did enter the history 
of the eastern Mediterranean. Whe n they learned that Antiochus III had made an 
alliance with Philip of Macedon against Ptolemy V of Egypt. they fea red the 
de velopmen t of a new superpower in the Middle East and warned Philip and 
Antiochus III to Sf(/Y 0111 of EgYPI. Their warning amounted to a kind of Mediterra· 
nean " Monroe Doctrine" or "Cuban Policy." 

Antiochus II I. Ptolem y IV, and Philip had al l come to the throne between 221 
and 223 B.C., and all were young men (aged 17-23)at lhe time. observes historian E. 
R. Bevan. "The world in which their reigns began was the GraecD-Macedonian 
world as it had been constituted by the conquests of Alexander the Great: Ihe Il"vrld 
in which 'he)' elided was a lIell' world ()I 'U which was flullg ,lte shadoll' vf ROllle . .. , 
The prophecy of Daniel II takes into accounl this momentous tran sition in human 
events. 

IS. Then the king of the north [A IIlioclllls 1/1] 
shall come and throw up siegeworks, 
and take a well·fortified city. 
And the forces of the south shall not stand , 
or el'en his picked troops, 
for there shall be no strength to sta nd. 

Heedless of Rome's admonition to stay out of Egypt. Antiochus 111 went ahead 
with his aggression. North of the Sea of Galilee. near the si te of the later city cal led 
Caesarea Philippi, where Peter recognized Jesus as the Son of God (Matthew 
16: 13·20). Antiochus trounced a well· trained anny led by Scopas. a skilled and 
experienced general in the service of Egypt. The defeated troops retired to Tyre. but 
Antiochus fo llowed them and laid siege. When the fighting was over, the king of the 
north had a liml grip on the Jewish homeland of Judea , and Ptolemaic Egypt ne ver 
owned it again . 

Having now examined fifteen verses of Daniel II in detail in order to illus tra te 
the method of interpretation. we can afford to be more cursory with the rest. 

The commOIl illferl)reUll ioll of verses 16·39. The interpretation that applies 
verses 16-39 to the career of Antiochus Epiphanes is so widely available that it need 
not be repealed here. Unfortunately it misses the two basic landmarks (in verses 22 
and 31) thai we discussed on pages 279 and 280. It supposes thai the " prince or 
the covenant" is merely the obscure priesl, Onias III . instead of Ollr Saviollr, 
Jesus Christ. and it assumes thai the " abomination that makes desolate" ap-
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peared more than 160 years before the days of Jesus, even though in Mallhew 
24: 15 Jesus indicated that il would appear after His day. This interpretation also 
assumes that the person in verse 20 who was to be "broken, neither in anger nor 
in battle," was Seleucus IV Philopater. BUI according to the best available evi­
dence. 7 Se[eucus IV Philopater was murdered. 

In spite of its shortcomings. the Antiochus Epiphancs interpretation bore such 
an apparent relationship to the career of the lillie king that it seems to have been 
believed by many Jews in the lime of Christ. As we note on pages 278 and 279. it 
is possible that even the disciples believed it. If so, they were startled when­
sitting with Je sus on the Mount of Olives overlooking the Jerusalem temple on a 
cool spring night shortl y before the crucifixion-they heard Jesus invite them to 
"understand ' that the "abomination that makes desolate" was still in the future 
(see footnote. page 248). 

A br(}l/Jer imerprelalioll o!,·t>TsI's /4·39. With a vast hindsight which we enjoy 
today bu t which the disciples on the Mount of Olives did nOI possess, we now reread 
verses 14·39, looking for the new "understand ing" that Jesus recommended. And 
now we notice that the climax verses, 3 1·39. definitely point to something or 
someone far bigger than Antiochus Epi phanes and his three-year persecution in tiny 
Judea. They sound instead as if God is dealing with a universal phenomenon . 

Impelled by Christ ' s remarks, we look forolher people, places , and events that 
the prophetic panorama far beuer. 
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Reminding ourselves that the "robbers of thy people" (verse 14, K.J . Y.) are the 
Romans, we now perceive that verse 16 outlines the conquest of "the glorious 
land" of Palestine by the Roman general, Pompey. Verses 16-19 ponray the famous 
Roman Julius Caesar and his affair with " the daughter of women," Queen Cleopa­
tra of Egypt, and his later exploits in frontier areas, "The coastlands." 

Subsequently Julius Caesar was assassinated on the Id es of March , 44 B.C .. at 
the hands of sixty fellow Romans led by G. Cassius Longinus, the "commander" 
who " put an end to his insolence." Verse 18. Yes. Julius Caesar was one of the 
world's morc insufferably insolent men. Gifted with extraordinary capacity for hard 
work, he abused his talent at times with military bu tchery in order to achieve 
personal ambi lion. Once he launched a foreign war "deliberately, gratuitously and 
illegally" for his own personal aggrandizement , during which he claimed, "with 
some, but not 100ai exaggeral ion, ' . thai hi s army had killed 430,000 Germans in one 
day .8 His "insolent" attempt to replace the Roman republican form of government 
with a personal dictatorship led directly to his death-which was predicted twice for 
emphasis in verses 18 and 19Gust as some events are apparently repeated in verses 
I I and 12). 

Julius Caesar was followed (verse 20) by Caesar Augustus. the founder of the 
Roman Empire and the issuer of that famous " decree that all the world should be 
taxed" (Lu ke 2: I K.J . V.). or "enrolled" (R,S. V.) fortax purposes. at the time when 
Jesus Christ was born . 

There being no punctuation or paragraph divisions anywhere in the Hebrew of 
this chapter, we can assume a major pantgraph break between verses 20 and 21, 

Augustus founded not only the Roman Empire but also the posilio/l of Roman 
emperor. Because of.this. the word "augu stus" quickly became a synonym for 
"emperor." and every emperor was known as an augustus, As we saw on page 
154, in the fifth and sixth cen turies after Christ, the head of the Roman state was 
succeeded by the head of the Roman Church; that is, the "augu stus" was succeeded 
by the " Holy Father." The "contemptible person," then, who was to ari se in the 
place of Augustus , was the medieval pope-viewed, like all other leaders in Daniel 
11 , from the angle only of his hostilities. 

Remember: In Daniel II everyone is hostile. except for the "wise" people in 
verses 32-34 who stand firmly for God in time of persecution, .. All have sinned and 
come shon of the glory of God." Romans 3:23. 

Thus the medieval papacy grows to strength from an early position of smallness 
(verse 23), makes and breaks treaties (verse 23), and plunden; the rich in order to 
reward its friends in unprecendented fashion (verse 24). 

In this interpretation verses 25-30 foreshadow the enl of the crusades-a 
momentous phenomenon and one of the most prominent examples of Roman 
Christianity as hostility, Initiated vigorously by the persuasive oratory of Pope 
Urban II . the era of the crusades saw Western Europe setting out no fewer than 
seven times within approximately 150 years (1095- 1250) to wrest the Holy Land 
from the Musli ms and render it safe for Christian pilgrims. 
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The Muslims who controlled Jerusalem at the time of the first crusade , and who 
regained control from time to time thereafter. were headed by the caliphs (or. later. 
the sultans) in Egypt." $0 the first crusade was a great attac k against the " king of 
the south" (ve rses 24. 25) . And it was a greal success---of sorts. Jerusalem was 
taken on July 15. 1099. In their religious zeal the invading Christians ran thei r con­
secraled swords througheveryMuslim and even every Jew they found inside the 
wall s. "Men waded in blood up to their ankles. " 10 The slaughter was " as horrible 
as any recorded in his tory."l1 

For a victory such as this , reports a contemporary. the Christians knelt in 
worship and with tears of joy gave thanks. n 

The sixth cnlsade was unique. King Frederick II. who could speak severdl 
languages includ ing Arabic. secured Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and Nazareth by 
negotiation. wi thout shedding a drop of blood. 

But the cnlsades were not uniformly successful. Some of them, notably the 
children's crusade, were disasters . The seventh also was "not this time as it was 
before." Verse 29. In thi s, the final crusade to the Middle East, the pious monarch , 
Louis IX. was actuall y taken prisoner at Cairo, Egypt. Ten years later. the Egyptian 
su ltan and his geneml, Baibans, drove the Christians oul of Palest ine to stay (un til 
19 17). 

During the crusades the Muslims hired Greek naval vesse ls to assist them in 
opposi ng the crusaders. Here are the " ships from Kitfim." Verse 30. ("From 
Killi m" signifies "from the west. ") Although Roman Christiani ty ult imate ly lost 
the crusades, trade between Europe and the east was great ly st imu lated by them: 
and Italian merchants in Venice and Genoa were especially enriched. Verse 28. 
Europeans learned to enjoy sugar, cotton, glass mirrors. diapers. and many other 
products of the east. 

The " Iwo kings" who " speak lies at the same table, but to no avoil" (verse 27) 
epi tomize the perfidy and hypocri sy that conspicuously characterized the crusade 
experience . Historians call attention to the mutual mistrust of the all ies on both 
sides. principally on the Chris tian side. More specifically. th ese " kings" may 
represent Christian leaders like Reginald of Chatillon and Guy de Lusignon who 
eagerly violated solemn peace treaties made with the gene rous Islamic sullan, 
Saladin. is They may also represent various o ther Chris tian and Muslim leaders 
who made and broke treaties as opportunity suggested, and also several of the 
crusaders who promised safety to Muslim townspeople if they would su rrender, 
on ly 10 break their word and massac re them without mercy .H In the hope of 
finding gold thai the Mu slims might have swallowed, the Ch ri stians sometimes 
ripped open their stomachs. 

T ragica lly . the papacy bears the primary responsibility for the crusades and 
their ghast ly atrocit ies. Pope Urban II launched th e firs t one. Ifhe may be partly 
excused on the assumption that he did not full y anticipate its barbarous outcome. 
what can be said for Pope Eugene III , Pope Gregory VIII , Pope Clemen t III , Pope 
Innocem III . and Pope Gregory IX. who enthusiast icall y encouraged later 
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DANI EL 7 
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CHRISTIAN ROME, ~. 8 
the Ijllt, horn 20-26 
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DANIEL 8 DANIEL 11 
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PAGAN ROME PAGAN ROME 
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preellced and prosper.o Y. 12 
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cnlsades even though they we ll knew what was likely to happe n? Indeed the 
papacy was emboldened by thc spiri t of the Midd le East crusades to ini tiate 
simi larly frigh tfu l European crus"de~ against Christia n ··heretics." Many of these 
" heretics" were sincere believers in God's " holy covenant. ,. Verses 2M. 30. If eve r 
Roman Christia nity obsc ured thc/amid ministryofourcompassionate High Priest in 
tbe heavenly sanctuary (see pages 172- 178), it did so during the eraofthe crusades. 

No wonder Muslims, who are nOI ignorant of this history. still hesitate 10 ac­
cept Jesus Christ. 
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No wonder, either, that med ieval Christianit y shows up badly in the book of 
Daniel. 

Within a setting like this the " abomination that makes desolate" (verse 31) 
clearly cannot be confined to a metal idol erected temporari ly by Antiochus 
Epiphanes on a slone ahar in old Jerusalem. Instead it is seen to be that vast sys­
tem of belief and practice which for a thousand years or more led people away from 
the priestly ministry of Jesus, depriving them of access to the " prince or the 
covenant" mentioned in verse 22 (see pages 172, 173), The " wise" who fell "by 
sword and flame, by captivity and plunder" (verse 33) were the brave people of 
God such as the WaJdenses . Lollards . Hussiles, Lutherans. Anabaptists, and Hugue­
nots . who chose to be hanged or drowned or burned at the Slake or tortured or impris· 
oned rather than give up thei r living faith (see page 132). They also likely included 
devout Roman Catholics who held loyally to God when Protestants, in the spirit of 
medieval tyranny, inflicted counterpersccutioo. 

The king who was to "exalt himself and magnify himself above every God" 
(verse 36) was the medieval papacy! Not that any pope eve r intended to do such a 
thing. No pope intended to place himself above God . But when popes claimed the 
right to kill people whom God loved and to change the Ten Commandments that 
God delivered o n Mount Sinai, did they not honor themselves above God (see 
pages 133· 135)1 

When medieval popes hired armies to achieve their political ends , when Julius 
II (who styled himself " Julius Caesar II ") led his own armies in to battle, was not 
the papacy putting its trust in the "god orrortresscs"? Verse 38. And the new god 
who was to be honored with gold and silver and precious stones (verse 38)-was 
she not the Blessed Virgin, who. wi th all her purity and motherly compassion. has 
often occupied in Catho lic devotion a mo re promi nent place than her divine Son? 

When we re member that the " prince of the covenan t" is Jesus rather than 
mere ly Ooias III and that the "abomination that makes desolate" was still future in 
Chrisl's day. we realize that the message of Daniel II is the same, ultimately. as 
the message of Daniel 7 and 8. In Daniel II God warns us that out of the secular 
empires of earth a pol itico-religious entity was to arise that wou ld (I) replace 
Christ's priestly ministry with a cou nterfeit Christian ministry and (2) persecu te 
the people who allempted to maintain faith in the true Ch rist. 

Insofar as medieval teachi ngs persis t in the various deno minations of Chris­
tianity today, obscuring Christ's heavenly ministry. ignoring the special judgment 
thai is already in session. and persuadi ng people that they do not need to keep all of 
the Ten Commandments. the "abomination that makes desolate" is still at work. 
The warning of Daniel 11 is Cllrrent evidence that God cares enough to alert us 10 
danger and direct us to Himself. 

What abollt Daniel II :4045? We have said no thing so far about verses 40-4.5. 
The last of these verses apparentl y parallels in part the career and demise of 
Ro man Christianity. 

As we have seen (pages 172· 177), the greatest fault of Roman Christianity has 
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been Ihal it obscures the work of Jesus Christ in the heavenl y sanctuary . In Daniel 
7 Roman Christianity is symbolized by a little horn on the head ofa very unattrac­
tive symbolic an imal. By way of punishment for its misleading activity, this animal 
is selected for special mention in Daniel 7: II and 26, in connection with the 
prc-advent judgmenl . II is sched uled 10 have "its body destroyed and given over to 
be burned with fire ." For " the court shaD sit in judgment, and his dominion shall be 
taken away, to be consumed and destroyed to the end." 

In Dan iel I 1:4.5 the laner-day " king of the nort h" wi ll "pitch his palatial tents 
between the sea and the glorious holy mountain ; yet he shaD come to his end , with 
none to help him." The " glorious holy mountain" appears to be a metaphor forthe 
Jerusalem tem ple which, in turn , symbolizes the heavenly sanctuary. Pitching 
"palatial tents" between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jerusalem temple sym­
bolizes the encroachment of the king of the north on the prerogatives of Ch rist's 
sanctuary ministry . As a consequence of th is encroac hment th e ki ng of the north 
will be punished so Ihat . like the lillie-hom animal of Daniel 7 that he paralle ls, he 
will " come to his end, with none to help him," The little hom-power and the king 
of the north see m to represent the same earthl y power. 

Some of these matters wi ll come clearer when we study the book of Revelation 
in God Cart's , II . But as to the precise events on earth that wi ll accompany their 
fulfill ment , wisdom suggests we may not know them until they actually take place . 

The purpose of prophecy is not always to provide prior knowledge of specific 
future events . Many Bible prophecies were give n with the intention that they 
would be understood- and build faith-only after they were fu lfil1ed . Thus Jesus 
said about a certain prediction He made concerning Himself. " I have told you 
before it takes place, so that when it does take place. you may be l i~ve . " John 
14:29; compare John 13:19: 16:4. 

The impulse to schedule the future in detail has embarrassed many earnest 
Christians over thecenturies. Armageddon, fo r inslance, has probably been slated 
for more dales by enthusiastic Bible students than any other world event . Can you 
imagine the excitement thai pulsed in millions of Chris Ii an breasts when in 1918 
the newspapers dai ly ploned the progress of General E. H. Allenby as he ap· 
proached the Ottoman army camped at Megiddo in Palestine? Megiddo is the 
traditional site of Armageddon! 

In the meantime, we are in good company when we desire to schedule the 
future! Ch ri st 's own disciples . it appears, temporarily forgot His warni ng about 
the future-ness of the abomination of desolation . With on ly moments to go before. 
His ascension, they asked Him if He were goi ng right then to establish His 
everlasting kingdom! 

Jesus replied that it was no t forthem to know the '·times and seasons" which 
God chooses 10 keep secret. Acts 1:7. In the few remaining seconds that He was 
able to spend with them on earth, He diverted their attention from schedu les about 
the kingdom 10 a promise-prophecy that He evidently valued as being far more 
important. "You shall receive power," He said , "when the Holy Spi rit has come 
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upon you: and you shaJl be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria 
and to the end of the earth." Acts 1:8. 

Jesus, who knows all there is to know about us, knew then and evidently knows 
now that the only remedy fo r our human hostilities is the new covenant, with ilS 
promises of (I) forgiveness, (2) power to change, and (3) a place among God's 
people (see pages 170, 17 1). He wants us 10 introduce lhis covenam 10 everyone, 
everywhere, in the power of His Spirit. 

The inference is obvious . When Ih is good news about the kingdom has been 
carried in the power of the Spirit "throughout the whole world." then and only 
then "the end will come." Matthew 24: 14. 

Further Interest ing Reading 

In Bible Readings for the Home: 
The chapte rs en titled "Trials and Their Object," "Confessing Faults 
and Forgiving One Another," " Meekness and Humility," and " The Game 
of Life. ,. 
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