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FOREWORD 

_.\xrosc the  most espressi~.c : ~ n d  beautiful words 
of the English l a l ; g u r r g e ,  is the noble, tender t e r i n ,  

" Home." --'imc~ng the sn-cetest songs m7cr sung by 
1 1  loving lips, is Home, S\\-cct FIome," given to a 

needy world by one 11-110 nc\-er had a home, !;et 
n-hose heart ever cried out  for what tllc n c ~ ) r l t l  nc\.er 
a i n .  His v c r ~ ~  Ilomelessness voiced sweeter 
and deeper tlie longing of eycry t ruc  Iiuman 1ie;u-t .  

Alm(:)ng tlic blessed occurrences that s u r r o u n t l  the 
home, "be it ever so huml)le," is the  " h o m e - c o l n i u g "  

of loved ones. This is especially t r u c  n , h e i i  a lo\~ing 
father has 1,cen long gone nncl is ; ~ k ) o u t  to return. 
Il'liat t11c)uglit a n t 1  action it ; I ! - o u s e s  and inspii-cs. 
Ho\v it c l u i c l i e l l s  1 i c a r - t  :~nd cj-c m i l  tongue ; ~ n d  foot. 
Honr often and ; ~ n s i o u s  t l i c  incluiries of the niotlicr 
as  to n.hcn he is c c ~ ) l n i n g .  \ \ - l ~ a t  1 ) r e l ) a r ; t t i o n s  ; u - c  

bcgun to n-elcome him. IJo\\- h o l - t  t he  d ; ~ y s  sf ' c . ln  

to (lo the 11-or1.r n-hich o ~ ~ g l ~ t  to  be clone. IIon- 101ig 
the days s c ' e m  n-he11  the  s e l ) a r ; t t i o i ~  is b roug l~ t  to  
mind. Ho~v slo~l-ly roll Time's chariot ~ \ ~ l i e c h l s .  O \ , c : r  

and over say the c h i l d r e 1 1  : " Fatht:r is coming, the 
best, the strongest, the  wisest friend on earth. Fle 
is bringing hacli for c;lcll one o f  us some 1~)eautiful 
and a p p r o 1 ) r i : l t e  gift. I l c  has sent  \ - ; ~ r i o u s  gifts clur- 
ing his absence:, lic will bring 1)ettc.r ones this liomc- 
corning, ancl bestow them n-it11 his i - n \ ~ n  11;1ncls; ; l i i d ,  

best of all, Iic himself will come. \Ve shall l o ~ l i  
) 
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t lrc great  systrnrs  u/  ?f'orlr!s i l l  .sp,rcc, 
crz~r rrlo,ze s t n y  t h e  r l ~ i t t d .  

All  of t h e  g r e a t  ~ v o r l d  
powers are contending with 
their discontented revolution- 
ary elements at home, yet 

anxiously struggling to keep them united for the still 
greater contest in the field of internation:~l strife. 

IVhile these topics of the social and political 
world are presenting so many strange and perplexing 
features, "old mother earth" herself has laid aside 
her usually quiet habits, and is participating in the 
general unrest. CJ-clones and hurricanes, earthquakes 
and tidal waves, and strlliingly fearful volcanic action 
are no longer among the unusual things, neither arc 
they confined to a fen7 localities. But storm-swept 
land, bursting mountain, ;~nd lashing ocean tell us 
in unmistakable language that the days of earth's 
tranquility are at an end. 

These tl~ings, together with others that \ \ r i l l  suggest 
themsclve~ to the reader, are leading many anxious 

1 L ~ninds to inquire: \\'hat is the world coining to? 

What mill be the end of all these threatening 
dangers ? " Booli after booli, discussing the various 
phases of the situation, is published; nlagazines and 
papers devoted entirely to the subject of I-emcdying 
the social and political evils of our time ;Ire con- 
stantly sent out; and thcre is scarcely a ~ p e a l ~ e r  or 
writer, no matter what his field of research or labour, 
but is frequently drawn asidc to give words of 
caution, admonition, or suggestion concerning the 
conlmon danger. 

But despite ;111 tliese discussions, :~ncl the ex- 
posures of criminn1lt~- that :Ire madc, the difficulties 
continue to incre:lse. As one - 

/-" -- I -1- editor of a leading dail\- SUE- , \ 
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CHAPTER TWO 

l i I  N G at the distressing conditions prevalent 
in the world to-day, and seeing these things 
alone, the mind is filled with dark forebodings. 

Rut  we should not looli upon these dark things 
alone. They shoulcl be viewed through the prophecies 
and pro~nises of the \ITord of God. As we turn to 
that Word, we find that the second coming of Christ 
has been set forth as the cheering banner of hope. 
The  LVord abounds in promises of that event. T o  
all who may be led to trust Him the blaster sends 
the joyful proclamation : "Le t  not your heart be 
troubled; J-e belie1.e in God, believe also in Me. In 
My Father's house are many mansions; if it were 
not so, 1 nould have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and recclve you unto Myself; 
that where I am, there ye may bt: also." John 14: 1-3, 

By studying the latter part of the thirteenth 
chapter of John it will be seen that the Lord, while 
sitting with His disciples at that memorable '"last 
supper," on the very night when H e  was betrayed 

42 

to be crucified, had been telling 
them that EIe was to be talien 
away from them for a time. This 
statement filled their hearts with 
sadness. But  the Master does not 
leave them in despair. H e  at once 
gives, not only to them but to us 
also, that most precious promise, 
" I  will come again, and receive 
you unto 3Iyself." 

Again, after the crucifixion, 
and a t  the time of His ascension, 
while the disciples were yet in- 
tently looking into the heavens, 
whither H e  \17r.as going, angels of 
God were commissioned to say to 
them : "Ye inen of Galilee, \vhy 
stand ye gazing up into heaven ? 
This same Jesus, which is talcen 
up from you into heaven, shall 
so comc in like manner as ye 
have seen Hiin go into heaven." 
*Acts 1 : 11. Kote the proin- 

1 1  ise; it is tlzis sc~~rze Jesus." 
The  disciples had found 
in Jesus the " Desire of 
all nations." T 11 ei  r 
h u n g r y  s o u l s  h a d  
feasted on the words 
of life that H c  ut- 
tered, and tllcywerc 
now resting in the 

"The hour is cor~ri?a~ in  the which ~ z l l  that  are 
in the grlr.r3cs slr,rll herrr H l s  ~ r o i c e . "  





1311t bhrrtt16ad therr ez's whale ~ ? r ! f t t + w  
t o w n ~ d  (1 .I or teJ .  O I L ~ Y  r r z d ~ r ~ ~ ~ s  r7 ~icllrtorrs 

have seen Him go into heaven." 
Acts 1 : 11. W h a t  a l e s s o n  of 

tender solicitude for the needs of His 
cllildreil is here given ! ~Zild how impres- 

sive is the thought that God will exhaust 
exery means to elevate our minds from the 

be\iltching entanglements of error to a bnowl- 
cclqc ant1 full enjoyment of His exalted truth ! 

F r o m  this scene of their IJord's ascension the 
l'rivilcgctl disciples retired to engage i l l  careful 
ineditation and earnest p r v e r .  They  t;lrried in 
their private Iodqings a t  Jerusalem until the words 
of truth so carefully planted in their inintls by the 
Master hat1 1)reparctl their hearts for the bapt jsn~ of 
the I-Ioly Sl)lrit. Thcn  error was clrlx-en out ;  and 
t ~ - u  t11, enthroned within, was permitted to occupy its 
rightful place. Then  they could proclaim with 
powcr a crucified and risen Saviour; they could 
pi-escnt \\ ith confidence the sinner's never-failing 
hope, telling to a11 that the chains of sin and death 
were forever broken. Yes; and they knew the 
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promise, too; that " 

same Jesus " \trill " cc 
again." 

This  glorious hop 
of the secontl coming 
of Christ is ;l theme 
that has callecl out the 
most sublime utter- 
ances of the inspirec! 
writers in all the ages. 
Of onc of the prophets 
who walked with God, 
it is said:- 

" Enoch ;xlso, the 
seventh from Adam, 
pro~~hes icd  of these, 
saying, Behold, the 
Lord comet11 with ten 
t h o u s a n d s  of I-Iis 
saints." Jutlc 14. 

This is a part of 
one of the sweet songs 

( 1  - .  of tllc l~s ;~ lmis t  : SIII;. 
unto the Lortl ~ ~ - i t h  the 
harl);  \~-ith the harp, 
ant1 lvith the voice of a 
psalm. \Iri th trumpets 
and souncl of cornet 
malte a joJyful noise 
before the I,ord, the 
King. I,ct the sea 
roar, and the fulness 

Ticeve rrre 1 1 e r ~ i l ~ l z  rnlr f  nl-L' rtrtmistnkahly trumpeting 
tlie ~ l u w r ~  uf 'z , , i ~ ~ - t ~ i l z g .  



thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. Le t  
the j-loods clap their hands; lct the hills be joyful 
together before the Lorcl; for H e  cometh to juclgc 
the earth;  with righteousness shall H e  judge the 
nmrld, ancl the people n.ith ecluity." 1)s. 98 : 5-9. 

T h e  "gospel prophet " c1ecl;lres : "And it shall 
be said in that cla~,,  Lo, this is our God;  \Ire have 
~vaitecl for Him, and H e  will save us;  this is tlle 
Lord;  \\-c l~a \?e  waited for I-Iinl, we will be glad and 
rejoice in His  sal\~ation." 1 s ~ .  25 : 9. 

Our l/Iaster Himself assures us :  " T h e  hour is 
coming, in the n~hich all that are in tlle graves shall 
hear His  \voice, ancl sh;ill coine forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done ei.il, unto the resurrection of clam- 
nation." John 5 : 28, 29. 

T h e  great apostle to t!le Gentiles avers: "For  
the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the Arch:~ngel, and \\-it11 the 
trump of God;  anc! tllc deacl in Christ shall rise first; 
then \ve which are xli\,e and remain shall be c;lught 
up together with tllcin in the cloutls, to meet the 
Lord in the air;  and so shall n7e ever be n-ith the 
Lord. IVllcrefore conlfort one another with these 
words." 1 Thess. 4 : 16- 18. 

i2nd thus proclaims the beloved disciple from rocli- 
bound I-';itlnos : " Behold, H e  cometh \vith clouds; 
:tnd every eye shall see Him, and they also which 
l~ierced EIim; and all liindrecls of the earth shall 
~vail because of Him." Rev. 1 : 7. 

11 And the lleaven departed as a scroll when it is 
rolled together; and every mountain and island were 

moved out of their places. And the kings of the 
earth, ancl the great men, and the rich men, alcl the 
chief c;~ptains, and the mighty men, and every bond- 
man, and every freeman, hid themselves in tlle dens 
and in the roc1;s of the mountains; and said to the 
mountains and rocl;s, Fall o n  us, and llide us from 
the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and froin 
the \\-rat11 of tlle Lamb;  for the great day of His 
wrath is come; and \\rho shall be able to stand ? "  
Re\:. 6 : 14-17. 

"And, beholcl, I coine quickly; and &!Iy reward is 
with Ale, to give ever!, man according as his work 
shall be." "I3c lvhich testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quicl;ly. Amen. E\rei~ so, come, Lord 
Jesus." Iiev. 22 : 12, 20. 

Could promise and positi\:e statement be made in 
more forcible or explicit language than is used in the 
foregoing scriptures ? Study each one of these texts 
closely and observe just \\-hat they say. IJThen a 

scripture is so very plain as are these pron~ises of 
the second coining of the I,ord, comment is unneces- 
sary. EIow much better it is that  you should see 
tlle cheering truth of the Saviour's glorious adllent 
in tlle promises of I~Iis on-n \I7ord, rather than in 
the corn-rents that some one may ha\-e made upon 
that  '%Torti. S o t  only is Jesus coming again, but 
M e  is coming ::as the Saviour of ;dl who have 
not persistel~tly rejected the sinner's Friend, For  
"Christ was once offered to bear tlle sins of many; 
and unto thein t11;lt look for Hinl shall H e  appear 
the second time \vithout sin unto salvation." Heb. 
9 : 28. 
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T h e  One who has inspired all the foregoing 
promises is no less a personage than H e  who created 
the universe. H e  possesses in Hiinself all the 
power that holds in Illace the ~ a s t  world on which 
we live, guiding it in harmony with the countless 
number of vaster worlds which H e  is also sustaining 
and  directing in space. In  considering a statement 
or promise it is also proper to consider the power 

and  ability of the one who makes it. Surely the 
One who has ~ n a d e  this wealth of promises that  
Jesus the Lord will come again, has a towering 
abundance of power to sustain Him in making good 
His Word. 

Therefore even though the world be filled with 
distress and  woe, so that brave-hearted men tremble 
before the threatening evil, yet there are heralds of 
the coming morning. T h e  Master 11;~s pro~nised to 
return, and all who know Him ai-e longing for the 
time to  come. 

Hence we may expect to find as we study the 
prophecies that accompany these promises of His  
coming, that all the disasters and  dangers \re see 
threatening the norld are  nothing rnore than the 
shoals and  1-ochs that lie along the farther shore of 
time. They  are not to be dreaded since we havc 
talten the hlaster l'llot on board. They  are only 
the vis~ble and  evident tokens that n e  have sighted 
the land of our eternal Eden holne. W h a t  a joy is 
this knowledge! W h a t  an anchor of rest to the 
weary soul! 
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our  distressed and perplexing condition, yet n.e m;ly 
come \\-it11 confidence to our liedeemer, and tell FIim 
that  we lino\\r understands us fully. I i e  can sxy 
to Hirn t11;lt I-Ie "feels" our "infir~nitics," and that  
I-Ic I<no~vs from a l~ersonal expel-ience hoiv to apply 
the healing b;~lm to our aching 11~arts. Oh, ~vh;lt a 
sympathising S;lviour ! 

See Him at I:ethesda, seeliing for the lonely 
l (  sufferer who said, I h;~ve no man, when the \t7ater is 

troubled, to put me into tlle 1)ool; but \\-liile I am 
coming, another steppet11 down before me." T h e  
active, throbbing power of life \v;ls jn the wol-ds 
that thc great f ' l~~s ic ian  spol;c to this aflicted and 
friendless man;  ;lnd he found complete healing for 

11 
every ;tilinent in thc comm;lnd of the hl;lster, Rise, 

talie up thy bed, and n.alli." J01111 5 : 7, 8. IVhy 

did the Lord p ~ s s  by a11 others, iund seel; out this 
friendless a11c1 helpless one ?-Oh, it is because I i e  
has so closelj~ united I-Iimsclf n-it11 humanity that 
H e  feels our wc;tliness ;lnd distress ! IIonr gracious ! 
holv consic1er;~te ! hon~  tender ! 

On another occasion we find Him a t  the tomb 
of Lazarus. 121)out Hiin ;II-e the sorrowing sistcrs 
and friends of the dead. M e  fecls the grief that  
rends their sad hearts, ant1 not onlj- tfzcir affliction, 
but pressing upon 1-Iis soul of 101-c is all the sadness 
to 1)e wrought by sin ; ~ n d  c1e;lth ;tdon-n the ages. 

(1 T h e  record says, Jesus \vcpt." John 1 1 : 33. IV11at 
a universe of meaning to us now, as  \ d l  as  to them, 
is sumnled up in these two short words ! In His  
tender, a l l - c o ~ ~ ~ p r e l ~ c n c l i n  love tlie heart of the 
Creator is touched, ;tntl I-Iis sympathetic grief 

commingles wit11 that of His creatures. Is it any 
wonder that the Je11.s standing by said, "Behold how 
H e  loved him" ? And yet it was not alone love for 
Lazarus or his sisters which moved the heart of 
Jesus, but love for the mourning, suffering, and 
afflicted of all the ages. And well  nay we all join 
the apostle in saying that "God commendetll His 
love ton.;l~-d us, in th;tt, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us." Ram. 5 : 8. 

Thus  we m;ly follow the M;lster all through His 
devoted life, and alnxys do we find Him mingling 
with the people, sharing their joys and  their sorrows, 
relieving their distress, and healing their sick. H e  
gave Himself ~vithout any reserve to humanity-the 
great object of His love. This  love was not quenched 
even when cruel hands and sin-hardened hearts were 
mercilessly torturing Him on the cross. Even there 
H e  poured out the prayer, " F;tther, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do." Then n.ith what 
a thrill of joy must the words come to us, "This  
same Jesus, n.hich is talcen up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in lilie manner a s  ye have seen Him 
go into heaven." i lcts 1 : 11. H e  is the sallle 
Jcszis; the same co~nl)assionate and tender Saviour; 
the same One ~ v h o  "hat11 borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorro\\.s;" H e  n-110 nxs "\\.ounded for our 
transgressi~>ns,~ and "bruised for our iniquities," and 
xvith whose "stripes 1i.e are he;llcd." I-Iow this good 
news should cause our hearts to overflow with joy! 

H e  is to "conle in l ikc nzanner as  ye ha\-e seen 
Him go." Yes, "in l ike ~)rafzfzer." \Vhen they saw 
I i im go, H e  was tlie personal, literal lesus that they 
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1 a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
nd loved and adored 
both as  their dearest 
companion and Sa-  
viour, and  "in like 
manner " H e  returns : 
I3e comes as  the 
same literal, personal 
Friend for all who 
\ t i l l  rcceive Him. 

T h e  apostle Paul  
says that " the Lord 
H ~mself shall de- 
scend from heaven 
with a shout, with 
the voice of the 
Archangel, and with 
the trump of God;  
ail(1 t h e  d e a d  i n  
C l l r i s t  s h a l l  r i s e  
first." 1 Thess. 4 : 
16. Then ,  standing 
not a t  the tomb of 

Lazarus only, but in 
t l i c  1)rc 'sence of a11 

the charnbcrs of death in \\11ich His people are 
:~s;liting I l is  summons, tlie voice o f  the great Victor 
is heard, and "the dead in Cllri-t" arise. Such is a 

part  of the Lord's o\vn dcscril)tion of His coming, and 
we know that H e  is the same con1l)assionate Friend. 

There ;Ire many perso~ls who look bacli with 
longing desire to the time when Jeius \\-as on earth. 

They  would have been overjoyed a t  the privilege of 
having been with Him then, listening to I-Iim speak- 
ing as  never nlan had spolicn, and feeling the 
rejuvenating touch of His healing ppo.cr. But  these 
same persons are terrified at  the thought that the 
second corning of the Lord ma). talic ~ ) l acc  in their 
day. Perhaps they recognisc the fact t11;lt His 
second coming ushers in the g-reat judgment day, 
and  tha t  the execution of the decisions of that 
majestic tribunal \\.ill destrog- el-ery sinner out of all 
the  fair uni\-erse of C;od. I t  is well to seek to 
grasp the magnitude of the \\,hole truth. It  is well 
to lino\v that the dooin of every unrepentant sinner 
will be eternally fixed a t  the second coming o f  
Christ;  but we should determine not to be classed 
among-st sinners in that great day. l i r e  should come 
to Jesus, the sinner's Friend, and 11a1.c Him cleanse 
us wholly from e\.ery taint of sin, so that 1c.e 
inay enter into the indescribable joy of His sccond 
coming. 

T h e  gentleness, the kindness, t h ~  sympathy, aild 
all the rest of thc tencler 1-irtues that \\.ere so 
divinely blended in the life o f  Christ our Lord \\.ere 
thus manifested in order t11;~t Inen migl~t  behold the 
goodness of God, and so be led to lo\,e, espouse, 
and enjoy the right. There is no  true joy except in 
the way of righteousness; and it is only when we 
are ciinging to our sins and rejecting the relwntance, 
cleansing, and  righteousness that our Heavenly 
Father ~)roffers, that  \ve are terrified a t  the thought 
of meeting face to face the glorified and returning 
\\-orld's Iicdeemer. 
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seasons, brethren, ye have no need that  I write unto 
you, For  yourselves know perfectly tliat the day of 
the Lord so comet11 as a tliief in the night. For  
when they sh;~l l  say, Peace and safety; then sudden 
destruction coineth upon them, as  travail upon a 
woman \vitli child; and they shall not escape. Bu t  
ye, brethren, arc not in d;~rliness, that that day 
should overtalie you as  a thief. 1-e are all the 
children of liglit, and the children of the day;  we are  
not of the niglit, nor of darliness." 1 Tliess. 5 : 1-5. 

Fro111 this scripture n-e may readily see that those 
11 who st;uid in the light n-ill line\\- the times and the 

seasons" of " the day of tllc Lord." Speal~ing to 
1 1  11 his brethren," the apostle saj-s, Yourse11-es Iinow 
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perfectly that the day of the Lord so comet11 as  a 

) thicf in the night." Verse 2. But  that great day 
does not thus come upon all; for he says further, 
6 1  Ye, brethren,. are not in d;li-l\ness, that that day 
should overt:il<e you as  a th~ef ."  Verse 4. T h c  
" brethren" stancl in tlle light, and so k ~ l o ~ v  "t11e 
times and the seasons" of " the day of the Lord." 

Then  there nill  be a class n h o  nill say, "Peace 
and  safety," and  upon whom "sudden destruction 

11 cometh;" and anotller class who are not in dark- 
ncss," ancl hence that  day docs not "overtalte them 
as  a thief." This  destruction comes upon the one 
class because they have chosen to hide away from 
the light, nllile tlle others are clclivered because they 
have accepted " the true Light, nllich lighteth every 
nian that  coineth into the \vorld." John 1 : 9. Fo r  
11 light is come into the world, and men loved 
darliness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil. Fo r  every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be 
reproved. B u t  he that doeth truth cometh to L'le 
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that 
they are wrought in God." John 3 :  19-21. 

Those here spolten of who "loved darkness rather 
than light," will very naturally say, "Peace and 
safety," even thoufill in the immediate presence of 
11 sudden destruction;" and while they remain in that 
blinding darkness, they can not see the evidence 
showing that  " H e  is near even a t  the doors." But  
the psalmist s:iys, " T h y  Word  is a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my path." 1%. 119: 105. T h e  
rel7erent student n ho nill  open the heart and mind 
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This gospel of the kingdom will inevitably "come 
to the front, and become the theme of world-wide 
discussion, if necessary, even through the contempt 
that  is placed upon it." Every phase of God's 
great truth for these last days will be considered 
and reconsidered, and men will rapidly range them- 
selves on one side or the other of the great question 
involved; and when this intense discussion reaches 
the point where it is an issue in every part of the 
globe, how swiftly ~vill the gospel do its work ! 

Until recently Japan was quietly moving along, 
attracting but little interest or attention outside her 
own borders. But  no sooner is war declared with 
Russia than all the world becomes interested in the 
conflict. In every civilised country the papers are 
eagerly sought every morning, and crowds watch 
the bulletin-boards all through the day to see what 
are  the latest movements of the contending forces. 
T h e  history of the t ~ v o  countries is studied anew; 
the dust-covered geographies 2nd maps are brought 
out, and many who were not aware of the existence of 
the Yalu River, Harbin, Liao-yang, or Tsu-shima, now 
speak of these places v i th  almost as  much familiarity 
as we do of Europe;~n capitals ; and so it is with 
the dominion and affairs of China, Afghanistan, Egypt,  
Persia, Abyssinia, India, Thibet, or  any of the 
countries or events that can claim the attention of 
the public for the time being. 

Now, when the spark of divine power shall set 
all the modern agencies in motion, how swiftly must 
the Master's last great worli be done ! Those who 
have been unfamiliar \vith the Bible will learn of 
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its contents; they will see the clear evidence that  
surrounds us, showing that the Saviour is about 

f to return ; and only a very short time will be re- 
1 quired for each individual to come to the place 

where he will malie his final stand for or against 
the Lord's Christ. 

The  Saviour coInes, H i s  advent's nigh; 
H e  soon will rend the azure sky, 
Descending swift to earth agaln, 
\Vhen God shall dwell indeed with men. 

Saints, lift your heads; that clay is near 
\\-hen your Redeetner shall appear, 
T o  take the kingdom and the crown, 
And make H i s  ranso~ned church H i s  on7n 

Day pronlised long, now soon to dann ,  
\Vhen sin's dark night of death is gonc! 
Come cluickly, Lortl, we long to scc 
That  morning of eternltp. 

A2nd n,liile we wait, we'll toll ant1 pray, 
St111 watching for that glorlous day 
\\-hen xv~tll the voice of trumpet lout1 
The  Judge appears on yonder cl,,uc!.--Allon. 
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Reformation, however, awakened a deep interest in 
i t ;  while men were able, with the crude printing 
facilities of those times, to produce a limited number 
of copies entire, yet they could not nearly supply 
 he demand, T h e  cost of printing and binding with 
the means at hand previous to the last century was 
always a strong barrier against placing the sacred 
Book in the hands of all the people. Then,  too, the 
generous-hearted men had not yet arisen who would 
devote their lives and their fortunes to the work of 
giving the Hible to all, and in the familiar language 

of their native land. 
Hut, lo! " the  time of the end" 

z~rrives; and by a touch of super- 
natural power the sleepy world 

that has been moving 
dreamily along, with 
but very few improve- 
ments in its material 
l i f e  t o  b r e a k  t h e  
t e d i o u s  m o n o t o n y ,  
s u d d e n l y  b e c o m e s  
i n t e n s e l y  a g i t a t e d .  
IYithin the short span 
of a s i n g l e  lifetime 
the printing-press is 
brought to  a marvel- 
lous perfection ; t h e  
railway and the steam- 

ship within the same 
time are developed t o  

a point where they seem 
The stengtt hrrlltr?ter at w o r k .  
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to carry us from place to 
a 

place as on the wings 
of the wind; elec- 
tricity conveys our 
thoughts from city 
to city and froin 
continent to conti- 
nent with the specd 
of lightning; and 
then the Word of 
God, n-hich is thc 
great fountain of 
true lino\v:edge, is 
printcd by the millior~~, 
and all these agencies sprin;: 
forward to swiftly carry it to the 
nations and tongues of the eartll. ,,'. ,,r,,,,,,c,,., l o L T ,  ,,,),, f,,,~ge. 

HOTY literal, how complete, 
how marvellous, is the fuliilnicnt of t11;lt di~.ine 

1 1  pcdiction that in tllc time of the clld" " l~no~~~led ,qe  
shall be increased " ! T l l ; ~ t  \\70rd n-hich nlalies it 
~~oss ib l e  for us to know tllc promise of the coming 
One ;  that IITc:rd nrllicl~ re\.c;~ls to us tllc evidences 
by nhicll we may know that we arc i n  '":he time 
of the end ;" that IVorcl which gives " this gospel cf 
the kingdom ; " that \J,'ord n-hich is indeed a veritable 
lamp unto our fcet, and a light unto our path, 31s- 
closing to our otherwise benighted vision xvhat the 
marvels of our clay reallj, incan-thnt Word  is now, 
by multiplied millions, scattered in all the world. 
Those who have the rneans may purchase it a t  the 
most reasonable prices, while the gene r~s i tv  of our 
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great Ilible societies has provided 
it  " i i ~ t h o u t  money and  without 

I l ~ r i c e  " to those too 
1)oor or too indifferent 

to buy. God has surely 
donc His  part. H e  has 
fulfilled H i s  prophetic 

1, I- o m i s c s so com1)letely 
that we should be led in 
I\-onder and adoration to  
:~cl;no\vledge their literal 

T o - d ~ r ~  11~1.7 (z ~ ~ ' r c i i i ~ ~ c .  tl-uth. 

IV11ile 1nc:ntiolijr1g l);uticularl~- the wonderful 
j,i\-cntions o f  our tiinc ~vliich 111alie it possil~le for 
1 1  ' t h ~ s  g-oslwl of the liing(Ion1" to speedily reach the 
I-emotest I~ount l ;~~-ies  of earth,  it ma!- not be out of 
*,lace to note, i l l  ~ ; ;~ s s ing ,  n.hat 1121s 11een accom1)lishcd 
in general in the g1-eat field of le;l l-ni~i~.,  tliscoxrery, 
;mtl invention. I t  ~ i o u l d  he a wea~-isolne task, how- 
€\-el., e17en if s lncc  pci-niitted, to nl;~lie tile merest 
~ n e ~ i t i o n  of ;ill t l iat  has bccn donc:. Jr:lst anci \raricd, 
;llnlost l~eyond dcscription, are thc aciiicvenien ts of this 
, y c .  Yet the 1,col)le are so intent on cll-i\.ing their 
1)usincss or I-cl-clling in their pleasures that tlley a re  
sc;~l-ccl! conscious of the sur1)assing realities of  to-day. 

,I fc\v contrasts \\-ill, pcrh;~ps,  serve best to  bring 
the contlitions and attainments of this time vividly 
hcfol-e the mind:- 

Fifty ye;i.rs ago thc simple needle and thimble 
\\-crc the jrnpleinents with \\.l~ich the housc\vife did 
Iicr scl:~iing ; to-t1:i.y sllc Ilas a machine to  d o  this 
v-orli for lie].. 
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Fi f ty  years ago our stocl~ings were knit by hand ; 
to-day a girl ~ i i t h  her lcnitting ~nachinc  can ltnit Inore 
stocltings in a clay than a whole neighbourhood of 
xvomcn could have done in those times. 

Fifty years ago all our grain was cut xx~tli sicltle 
or cradle sc~rthe,  and  our hay mowcd by hand ; to-day 
the farmer has his mowing rn;~chine, and  th;it inarvcl 
of modern ingenuity, the combination 1-eal~er and  twine- 
l)inder, and  the comblned harvester and  thresher. 

Fifty years ago our mothers and sisters took the 
wool and f l ;~\- ,  spun thy thread, and nrove thc cloth 
that rnadc our clothes ; non the spinning-whc~l and 
li,lncl-loom ;1rc relegated to the curiosity shop, and 
tllc 5te;un loom, xvith its nssociated ~nachiner!~, is 
tloing the worl;. 

Fif ty  ),ears ago the car1)entcr hat1 to  sa\ ,  and  
plane 111s boards, tongue slid groo\ e liis flooring, nlalie 
his doors and  sashes, and  xvorl, out his rnould~ngs, 
and,  in fact, pi-cp;lre \I\- far the greater part of all 
liis 1)uilcling 1natcri;xl by hancl; now a great variety 
of 11 ood-n oi-l,ing  machinery does nbout a11 his xvork 
for him, n-it11 accul-acy and xvorli- 
~n;lnlilcc beauty, and with light- 
ning-1 ike speed. 

Fifty !.ears ago the hammer, 
anvil, ant1 forge \\:ere the 
principal i n s t r u ~ n c n t s  f o r  
m;~liin;: things fro111 iron ; but 
the forge :i.nd anvil hax-e only 
a n io t les t  2 n d  o b s c u r e  
c o r n e r  in  t l l e  m o d e r n  
s h o p ,  l i e  n u m e r o u s  Tile s i ~ ~ ~ b l e  , . , r~eedlr rr17d tlrirlzble 

c i  L I L  ~ I I B  i , , l ) l ~ ~ l ~ r , z / . s .  
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4. Regulating the  rights and  duties c : f  ncutrnls a t  sea. 
5. Covering tlie la!.~ng of sub~~lar inc.  11:inc.i. 
0. Tile bo i l lnardme~~t  of ton-11s fro111 tllc sea. 
7 .  Tile nl ;~t tcr  of the collection of contractual debts. 
8. 'I'lle tranifot-mation of ~l l r~-cl lnnt~rler l  into xv3rsllips. 
9. Ti le  t r r a t n l e ~ ~ t  of captured crcn-s. 

10. Tile in[-iolabi!ity of fi.;l~ing I~oats .  
1 1 .  Tltlc in~iolahi l i ty  r,l t t ~ e  p:)stal ser\-ice. 
1,'. T h e  application of the Geneva cc~nvention and  the  Red 

Ct-IISS to scn 1~-z~rfarc ,  :md, 
13. T h e  laws and  customs regulating land warfare. 

Tile provision for the esta1)lisllmcnt of :~r, Intcr- 
11 

national I'rizc Court is regardcd as one of the 
lasting monuments of the Confei-ence;" indeed, it 

< 1 
has been declared tllat an international congress 
n-as ~vortll holtling for the s;llie of this one little 
fornrru-d movement." I3ut cx.vu this advance move 
may be checlimatcd by the I-Iouse of Lords, which 
may talie strong cxcel~tion to subjecting the interests 
of England to the mercic:~ of a11 International Court 
in lvllich there would aln-nys be fourtecn foreigners 

i 1 to one Englishmxn. Hitherto the 1an.s of nar~t l  
xvarfare for England have been made by the I<ing, 
Lords, and Comn-ions of Great Britain. But by this 

convention they arc to be made in future by a 
foreign court, in which Enxland will bc a permanent 
minorit?- of one." JJrriting on this question tlle Idondon 
Tirtzcs s l i t 1  ; " JJ7e hope the Gox-ernment will refrain 
from rxtifj.ing either the prize court or any otller pro- 
ject until it is s;ati.;fied that England's position is not 
colnpromiscd, anJ  tll;xt her po~ver is intact." 

The  results of the Conference, it must be agreed 
by all 10,-ers of peace, arc bitterly disap1)ointing. 

Would that some scheme might be pcrfected which 
~vould settle international disputes by arbitration 
instead of resorting to the savage instincts of tlle 
race which manifest themselves in the ar~ful  atrocities 
and barbarities of war. That  no plan for unix.ersa1 
disarinament can ever be adopted by the nations 
scems to be Inore evident now than before the Peace 
Conference, and so with feverish activity the nations 
are building their ironclads and erecting fortifications 
on their coast lines and frontiers, in order to be 
ready for the cataclysm of war which they one and 
all fear Inay burst upon the world in the near future. 

In their discussions on the various questions 
which came u p  for consideration during the Confer- 

I 
encc, it is doubtful if the rcpresentatix-es nrcre a l ~ v a ~ ~ s  

, sincere ; in fact, it is an open secret that ~ n a n ~ ~  of 
the advanced measures xx~hich xvcre enclorsed by the 
delegates of the Great Ponrcrs \\ere only favoured by 
them because they li11e~v full ncli it was inlpossible 
for these measures to be norl~cd out in detail. 

The  eluestioil for us to loo!< into is, JVhat hope 
has the xvol-ld for a gcncral peace? Certainly there 
is no very bright prospect before us in that direction. 
There never were such great prej)arations for xvar as 
now, and no nation is willing to set the exainple of 
disarming its arlny and na1.y. But rather the 
sentinlent is constantly gaining ground that the only 
way to malce assured peace is to have such a well- 
equipped army and scch a for-miclnble navy that 
other nations will bc afraid to fight us. 

iZ sins-le parable of the Master is sufficient, if 
reatl and t)elie~.ed, to c1ispc:l cc):~iplctcly this delusion 
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of a universal peace and the \vorld's conversion. 
T h e  parable reads thus :- 

L < T h e  Itingdom of hcaven is lilienecl unto a Inan 
which sonred gootl seed in Iiis ficlcl; but ~ ~ ~ l i i l e  men 
slept, his enem!- c;lme antl so\\-ecl t;lres among the 
\vhent, antl \cent his \\-a\-. 13ut \\-lie11 the blade \\-as 
sprung up, and brought fort11 fruit, then ap~xxlrccl 
the tarcs also. So the scrl-ants o f  the householder 
c;lnie ant1 said unto hini, Sir, cliclst not thou so\\. 
good seed i l l  t h ~ -  field ? from \\-hence then llatll it 
tares? H e  said unto theill, * in  enemy hat11 done 
this. T h e  servants s;lid unto him, TYilt thou then 
.tli;lt we go ant1 gxtller them ul) ? 13ut 11~: said, S ~ J -  ; 
lest \I-hile ye fi;itlier up the tares, ye root up also 
the ivheat \\.it11 them. I x t  110th gi-o\v tog-ether until 
the harvest: antl in the time of harvest I \ \ . i l l  say 
to  the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, ant1 
bind them in buncllc-s to 1)urn thcin ; but gathcr the 
wheat into my 1m-n." Matt. 13:24-30. 

There neecl be no inistaliing the lesson that this, 
parable is designed to te;lch ; for the Lortl Himself 
interprets it in tllc: follon.ing esplicit \vortls:- 

( 1  His disci1,les c ;me  unto Him, s;l!-ing, lleclare 
unto us the paral~le  of the tarcs of the field. I Ie  
;ins\vered and said unto them, H e  that so\veth the 
gootl scetl is the S o n  of man ;  tlie field is the world; 
tlie g(-,oc1 seed are the children of the liingdom ; but 
the tares are the children of the I\-iclied o n e ;  the 
enemy that so\ved them is the de\,il; the harvest ; s  
the encl of the world; and  the reapers are the angels. 
As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in 
the fire: so sll;lll it 1)e i n  the eiltl of this \vorlcl. 

T h e  Son of man shall send forth His  angels, and 
they shall gather out of His  kingdom all things that 
offend, and  them which do iniquity ; and shall cast 
them into a furnace of fire; there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth. Then  shall the righteous 
shine forth a s  the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. W h o  hath ears to hear, let him hear." 
Matt. 13 :  36-43. 

Any one may understand this divine explanation 
of the parable. T h e  wheat represents the good, and  
the tares the b a d ;  both are to grow together till the 
Itavvest ; and the harvest is the end of the world. 
Those who give heed to  these words of Christ will 
have no room in their minds for a belief of the 
error, even though " many people" proclaim it, tha t  
this whole rebellious, wicked world shall nestle in the 
folds of peace, while arrogant and defiant sin makes 
a voluntary and unconditional surrender. 

But ,  notwithstanding the plain evidence to the con- 
trary, there will still be many who will continue to 
chant the fatal  error. T h e  safe thing for you and 
me to do is to  bellcve the Bible, and seek to lead as  
many as possible from mistaking the sayings of a 
deluded people for the xoice of the God of truth. 

An apostle also tells of some other things that  
the people will be saying in the last days. His  
words are as  follo\vs :- 

L L Icnowing this first, that there shall come in the 

last days scoffers, nalliing after thelr o\vn lusts, and 
saying, II'hcrc~ is the prol-nise of IIis coming? for since 
the f;ithers fell asleep, all things continue as  they were 
froin the beginning of the creation." 2 l'eter 3:3,  4. 

10 



T h e  signs by which the Heax-enl!- Father desigris 
that we may " knoail1 " when the end of time is a t  
hand are ap1)earing all around us. There are some 
who n-ill see these toliens of the apl~roach of the 
great day of God, and will urge tlienl upon the 
attention of the 1)eople. But  illstead of e\.el-Jr one 
seeking godliness and manifesting friendship for the 
Alessiah, and rejoicing a t  the thought of IIis return 
to earth, " there shall come in the last days scoffers, 
\valking after their on-n lusts, and sayillg, \\'here is 
the promise of His  coming ? " 

Perhaps these \-el-!- ones who arc scornfully saying, 
4 L Where is the promise of I-lis co~n ing?"  are l)rofessors 

i 1 

of His name ; for 1sai;th h;ts told us of tile mean 

man " \vho \\.ill he making 1)retentious \-isits to the 

house of God, \vhile he is at  the s ; ln~c  tinie 
advocating pernicious errors. Those \\-ilo \T-OLIILI 
really f o l l o ~ ~  the Illaster, must indeed he on their 
guard. \Vhen the scofYer is met, instead of I)c.i~lg 
discouraged his derision, trj- to \r-in him from his 
errors and lusts. And never lose sight of the fact 
that those \\rho cling to their sins and scofings, 
regardless of all that divine love can tlo for them, 
serve to malie up a part of the monumental cviclence 
by which we " l z n o ~ ~ ~  " \\;here we are in the stream 
of time. \IThen the scoffer rnalies the rc.nlarli, 
" Where is the promise of His comilig?" do not 
cower before his ridicule nor allow it to disturl) j.ou. 
See his rernarlcs i n  their true light. Iiecognisc in 
\\-hat he  is saying the unlnist;tlial~le fulf~lment of 
prophecy right in j.c,ur hearing ant1 1)efore \.our \,cry 
eyes, and ivith all the lo1.e that is born of the great 
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5;;tcrifice of Christ, seek to c~scrcise that delicate sliill 
in the use of pour \I-ords a n c l  in \\-hat you do, that 
\\-ill win him f1-01n the ~vrong, and  turn his face to  
the great blazing light of 131-oplletic truth. 

None but (;od could Gc so millute in describing 
the distinguishing ch;li-ac,tcristics of a 1j;xrticul;tr age;  
yet see how definitely I lis \Vord delineates the many 
features that marl< this t i~nc .  El-en things that the 
1,cople 1 be s i  are pointed out. IYliat 
marvc:l lous forelino\vlcdgc tlocs the Lord possess ! 

You have 11e;lrcl the manj7 people " \\-110 ;Ire 
11 saq-ing that n a t i o n  s l~a l l  not lift up sn-ord aqtinst 

nation, neither shall they leal-n war al?y more;" you 
ha\-e also ol~sel-\.cd ho\v readily, and to \\-hat an 
extcnt, the scoffer is s;tj-inq, " \Z'here is tlre promise 
o f  His co~ning ? " Notll'ing seems to be a more 
fayourite subject of I-idiculc nith Inany than the 
coming of the Saviour. You ha\-e observed these 
things. f'ossiblp you n n y  be among those who 11;lve 
1)ccn repeating tliesc l)r-ol~hctic sayings. But  did you 
c\.er consider that even tliesc saying-s of the 1)eople 
are among the unmistalial~le evidences that mark 
this time as l1 the day of the Lord's preparation," as 
the time whcn " I-Ie is near, even a t  the doors"? 
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN 

I N S T E A D  of peace and righteousness filling thc 
earth before the corning of the Lord, the Bible 
ev~dence is all to the contrary. W e  have seen 

that  " many people" are te;lching the doctrine of a 
millennium of pe:rce and  goodness; but a careful 

examination of God's Word  is the only means of 
reaching the truth. Alen may falsify even when 
their intentions are good, but the If70rd of God 
makes no mistakes. Hear  \vhat it saj7s :- 

" A s  it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be 
also in the da! s of the Son of man. They  clid eat, 

they drank, they married ~vives, they were given in 
marriage, untll the day that  No;lll entered into the 
ark, and the flood came, and  destroyed them all. 

11 Likejvise also as it was in the days of L o t ;  

they did eat,  they dranli, they bought, they :,old, 
they planted, they bulldecl; but the same d:ly that  
Lot  went out of Sodom it rained fire and  brimstone 
from heax.en, and destroyed thein all. Even thus 

(14s) 

shall it be in the day when the Son of man is 
revealed." Luke 17 : 26-30. 

This  scripture shows that the Saviour has selected 
the two most corrupt periods in the world's history 
as  illustrative of the social conditions which will 
prevail " in the day when the Son of man is revealed." 
T h e  evil condition of the world in " t h e  days of 
Noah"  is very clearly set forth in another scripture., 
Of that time it is said, " God saw that  the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart mas only 
e~ 11 continually." Gen. 6 : 5. 

Then  in Noah's time, no matter what the views 
of the people may ha\.e been, " God saw that the 
~,iclicdness of Inan was gr-eat in the earth.' ' T h e  
alarming darkness of the picture is sho.c.cn still inore 
fully by the further statement that " eI.ery imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was onlj. e~ - i l  continually." 
Such n a s  the condition in that  time. And nhen  
men have sunk to so great depths in the pit of 
degradation that there is in the mind no pure and 
holy desire, when " every i~nagination of the tlloughts" 
of the heart is "o~rly mil," and that " c o ~ z t i ~ ~ r t n l l y , ~ ~  
11 hat could be worse ? 

If n e  have been fondly cherishing a contrary 
view, it Inxy not be pleasant a t  the outset to 
contemplate these facts ;  but it is alnrals best to be 
right, first and aboke elel-ything else, and in the end 
it n-111 be seen that the uray of truth leads to the 
onl!. real happiness. Then  do not forget that the 
Lord tells us that " a s  it was in the days of Noah, so 
shall it be also in the days of the Son of man." 
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Hut n e  have not read all that is said of the 
wickedness in thc days of Noah. It  is further stated 
that " the  earth also was corrupt before (;od, and 
the earth was filled with violence. And God loolied 
upon the earth, and, behold, it \\.as corrupt;  for all 

" A s  it m7us in the d r ~ y s  of Noah." 

flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth." Gen. 

6 :  11, 12. 
" T h e  earth was filled with violence," and " all 

flesh had corrupted his way upon thc earth." Such 

are the expressive utterances of tliis scripture n-it11 
reference to the condition of society in Noah's time. 
Because man had become so corrupt, so degraded, 
so vile, Cod was cbliged to destroy the race by the 
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flood. T h e  infinite 1;indness of Infinite Mercy could 
devise nothing that would save that corrupt people. 
Goodness no longer appealed to  them. T h e  right, 
the pure, and the holy \vas only a subject of ridicule 
and contempt; and if  we will believe the Word of 
God, we may linonr that " as it W;IS in the days of 
Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son 
of man." 

Every person must carry the conviction, whether 
he will freely ackno\vledge it or not, that our day 
and generation is as re~narkable for its corruption 
and violent crimes as it is for its wonderful inventions 
and material progress. I t  would he useless to wander 
a t  length through the maze of statistics in order to 
show the alarming progress that evil is making. On 
every hand unmistaliable evidence may be seen that  
wicliedness in its darkest forins is tdiing complete 
possession of this whole xvorld. 11s Charles B: 
Spahr, 1%. D., expresses it :- 

' 1  Upon matters coming \vithin its ficld, the common 
observation of common people is more trustworthy 
than tllc statistical investigations of the most 
unprejudiced experts. Social st;ltistics r e  only 
trustworthy when they shoiv to the world at large 
what common observation shows to those personally 
famiIiar with the conditions describcd." 

Aslc yourself the quest ion candidly and seriously, 
11 Have I not been alarmed because of the robberies, 
the murders, the drunlienness, the dishonesty, and 
the many other crimes that  are seen on every hand?"  
This is an age in which corruption in political and 
social life is simply appalling. I f  we look to the 
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rising generation for help, we find no relief; for 
even our little boys and girls in large numbers are 
becoming expert crinli~~als. The facts up011 this 
question are so obvious that common, every-day 
observation is really all we need to show us the true 
condition of our times, 

Such inen as \V. Douglas 1VIorrison, who has 
made a careful and exhaustive study of criminals 
and the causes that produce them, with the one 
thought in mind of suggesting remedies by which 
the evil may be abated, testifies that " the  amount 
of crimes committed, whether by juveniles or adults, 
is nlways largely ~ I L  excess of the amount of crime 
recorded in the most complete and elaborate public 
returns." See " Juvenile Offenders," 1). 2, D. Appleton 
and Co. 

The  same ;~uthor, speaking from the view-polnt 
of " a \vide experience of the criminal population," 
says; " One of the forinidable problems confronting 
ci\ ilised communities a t  the close of the present 
cciltury is the 131-ol,lem of habitual crime. I t  is 
l)erfectly nell L~lown to every serious student of 
criminal questioils, both a t  home and abroad, that 
the proportiol~ of habitual cri~llinals in the criminal 
populatioil is steadily OIZ the zlzcrease, alld w?ns ~teuer 
so hiplz US 1 1 0 ~ .  In almost every official document 
dealing with pend ;~dministration, this unsatisfactory 
state of things is 1)oth admitted and deplored."-Id., 
PI -~~LTL,~,  p,  5 

Writing from his office in London, Mr. Rlori-ison 
says further: " Whether we look a t  home or abroad, 
whether we consult the crimi~lal returns of the Old 
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World or the New, we invariably find juvenile 
criminality exhibiting a distinct tendency to increase. 
It is a problem which is not confined to any single 
coinmunity ; it is confronting the whole family of 
~lrrtiolzs; it is arising out of conditions which are 
common to civilisation."-Id., Preface, p. 8. 

From an article on " Undetected Cr in~e"  published 
in the Melbourne Age of October 19, 1906, \ye take 
the following extract :- 

L < No stronger irlclictineilt against the Police De- 
partment has ever been published than that which 
is levelled against the administration by figures drawn 
froin its own boolcs. I t  is deplorable to i-ealise that 
there ncrc 7,718 cases reported, and that only 1,041 
persons nere brought to trial in respect of the 
offcnccs alleged. I t  seems that there were 1,098 
cases in which the complaints to the police upon 
investigation n.cre not substantiated. But deducting 
these from the 7,718 offences, and subtracting also 
tllc 1,011 instances in which arrests were made, n e  
ha1.e tllc app;~lling fact th;tt in \'ictoria last year 
[I9051 5,580 crimes were committed concerning which 
there \\ere no arrests. If this \bere an exceptional 
circumstancc-if 1905 n as a particularly bad year- 
or, ~f c~ cil the figure5 shoned a decline, there might 
he a mitigation of tllc feeling of clisinay \vllicll the 
iigurcs arousc. I:ut as a matter of fact 1905 shows 
:un incrcxse olcr 1904, ~vllcn the numbel- of cases of 
undetected crline was 5,348, so that there has been 
an increase since 1904 of 232 undetected offences." 

This xi ticle nxs based upon a report which had 
heen ~ ~ r c p a r c d  1)y thc Chief Secretary's department 
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CHAPTER SlXTEEN 

A P R A C T I C E  has grown up within the last few 
years of presenting technicallties and various 
cluibbles in courts, so that  criminal cases are 

carried from one tribunal to another, until the guilty 
are firlally set free \vithout receiving the just and 
lan.ful punishment that their e l  il deeds deserve. 
T h e  current writings of prominent lawyers and judges 
malre frecluent mention of this fact, but no human 
language expresses it so forcibly as tlle inspired 
prophet. Hear  what he sxys :-- 

1 1  Our transgressions arc multiplied before Thee, 
and our sins testify against us ; for our ti-ansgress~ons 
a1 e with us ; ancl as for our iniclulties, \ \e  Lnow them; 
in transgressing and l y ~ n g  agalnrt the Lo]-dl and 
dcpai-ting away fro111 our God, sl)eali~ng o1)pressioil 
and re\ olt, coilcei~ iilg and uttering froin the heart 
nords of falsehood. And judgment is turned a n a y  
baclinard, and justice standeth afar off ;  for truth 
is fallen in the street, and eqcity can not enter. 
Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil 

111alieth himself a prey; and the Lord saw it, and 
it displeased Minl that there was no judgment." 
Isa. 59: 12-15. 

Thcre maJT 11ave been tiirles and places since 
Isaiah uttered this prophecy in which judgment \\-as 
4 <  1 1  turned a\\ ay b;lck~v;1rd,~' and justice stood af,lr 
off," because "truth had fallcn in the streets," and 
equity could not "en te r ; "  but never has it been so 
literally and uni\rersally true as  to-day ; and all these 
prophetic utterances concerning the children of Israel 
in the old dispensation, while they cloubtless had a 
partial and incident;il fulfilincnt in those times, are, 
in these last days, especially applicable. For,  spenlr- 
ing of ancient Israel, the apostle says :- 

" Now all these things happened unto them for 
ensamples; and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the \vorld :ire come. \Vhere- 
fore let him that thinketh hc standeth talic heed 
lest he fall. There hat11 no temptation takcn you 
but such as is colnmon to man ; but God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are ab le ;  but will with the temptation also mabe 
a way to escape, that ye may be ablc to bear it." 
1 Cor. 10: 11-13. 

Then " all these things happened" unto the Israel 
of old for " ensamples," ancl " they are nrittcn for 
02~1' admonition, upon whoin the ends of the nrorld 
are come." There is no necessity for inistalie here. 
All \ \ e  need to clo is faithfully to consider and heed 
what these scripture., say. 

There is another scripture that it will be well 
for us frequentljr to study. I t  wys  : "Woe  to the 
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" T w o  bad, disreputed bo>h \\.ere engaged by 
the clctective, Hus\q.,  for witness. T h e  one said 
that  I1c galre me fifty cents for gratifying hinl, and  
the other s a ~ d  that he noulc! g i ~ e  mc forty cents, 
and I dld not agree, a ~ l ~ i n g  fiftjr; and thus I \ \as 
tletaiiled in default of $500 (L100) 11;~il. 14av;ng 
been sitting in the court, the detective, IIussey, 
came in to me on the same day a t  four o'clocli p.m., 
and told me that my children are already txlien 
away from my house, and if I can gi\-e him the 
$50 (,/10),ylle can help lne even now. 

d i IIcaring the distress of my poor children, I 
cried loudl)., and a lady took me to a dark room, 
where I n-as loclied up. Unable to procure bail, I 
was i~npr~soned  for three days, and sent after to 
the' Tombs, where I had to stand trial. 

61 There were about fifty persons to \r-itness that 
I had always made an honest living; b u t  they were 
nor: asked at all, and being wholly unable to 
understand the English language, I couldn't defend 
myself. Tlle lawyer who was sent from the Hebrew 
Charities, c;lme too late, and  llad to give only the 
certificate of the society, testifying that I ivas 
supported by them, and led a decent living. Bu t  
this came too late. 

" I  TV;LS fined $50 gl0). AIy brother sold my 
store for $65 (i13),  and  paid the fine. 

" I ran then crxzy for my children ; for I cl~dn't 
knou where they were. hlceting the detective he 
told me that tiiey are in the hands of :I society in 
Tiventy-third Street. I r an  there, but no one l in~lv  
of illy children. Finally, after five weelis, I recei\.cd 

;I lx)stc;~rcl of my chilcl, that the children are a t  
One Hundred and Fifty-first Street and Elex-cnth 
ilvenue, and when I g-ot there, ;~ncl b(:g:;.ed to g-ive 
me bacli my  childrcn, none \\.oultl hear me. 

" Grieved a t  the dcpth of illy heal-t, seeing me 
l~creaved of 111y dexr chiltlrcn, I fell sicli, and \\:as 
lying six moilths in  the Sixty-six Street hosI)ital, 
and had to undergo a great ol~eration by I'rofessor 
Alundy. After I left tlic hospital, I llatl the good 
chancc to find a place in 558 L3roacl\vay, \\.llcrc I 
fixed up a staiid by which I an1 enabled to 111;llie a 
nice living, to sul)~lort  ancl ecluci~tc my children. I 
went again to Tn.enty-third Street, bexging to release 
my children, and that  was denied again. Aly hcai-t 
cravcs to have m y  children xvith me. 

l l  I have nothing clsc in the world only them. 

I want to live and die for them ; I lay illy supl>lic;ltion 
before you, honourable sir, father of family, whose 
hcart bcats for your children, and feels what children 
arc to  a faithful mother. Help me to get my children. 
L e t  me be mother to them. Grant me my holy 
~vish, ancl I will always pray for your l~apl>iness, 
and will i1ex:cr forget your liiild and benevolent act 
toGard 11: e."-Procccd i~ igs  of Lcxow Conznzittee, vol. 
3, 1711. 2, 961-963. 

I t  would scem that  the kno~vlcdge of having 
perpetrated such deeds of inhulnan and worse than 
I)arl);~rous cruelty would cause shame, remorse, and 
i~idignant self-condemnation, and that even a demon 
~vould be led to fors;~l;e wit11 disgust such injustice 
;:::d o:.:)ression. Gut  such is not the case ; ancl we 
13f.cd ilot expect an)-thing clse, for I\-c arc living in that 
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loose with ever - increasing " violence." There is 
no power that  will continue to restrain them for any 
great length of time. There have been social prob- 
lems in the past, but  never have they appeared in 
such vast and  alarming proportions ;IS no\\.. 

At the beginning of the ycar 1898, Bishop New- 
man said: " This  is the most unsettled condition of 
the \vorld since the crucifixion of Christ. . . . 
T h e  stability of government is 110 longer a fact. 
Change is in the atmosphere. I t  is just as  true now 
as  a thousand years ago, ' Thou IinoLvest not what 
a day xvill bring forth.' . . . Statesmen are a t  
their wits' end. Philosophers speculate in vain." 

T h e  forcible truth of Bishop Newman's state- 
ments rnay be more fully realised by briefly calling 
t o  mind some of the events that follouled within a 
few months froin the time he  wrote the foregoing. 
First  it might bc well to mention that  there is 
scarcely a nation that  \\.as not in a quarrel with 
some other nation during the year 1898. T h e  
United States  not only quarrelled but fought with 
Spain. England had trouble with Kussia, Germany, 
and France. France and  Germany had difficulties 
to  set t le ;  and so complicated ;ire the questions 
involved in these difIiculties which arc still con- 
stantly arising among the great powers of Eurol,e, 
that,  if war 11realis out, it seems higlily probable 
that  all the world \vill be drawn into the conflict. . . 

I h e n  loolc a t  the domestic troul~les that  are  
perplexing these governments. T h e  ink with which 
Bishop Newman wrote was hardly dry before there 
was rioting in Algiers. Tlle great strike of the 

engineex in England had been going on for several 
months. Revolution was smouldering in France over 
the 1 ) r e l . f ~ ~  case;  and it is evident that  numerous 
causes are :it work there that  may :it any  time result 
in another Reign of Terror. Spain \\-as on the verge 
of a revolution a t  lloine nhl le  she was a t  the same 
time warring with the United States;  there was serious 
rioting ln Austria-Hungary, and the conditions were 
such in the Austrian Einpire that Austria's rulcrs 
dared not undertalie to  assist their liinsmen in Spain, 
for fear that,  if their army were taken from home, 
there nould be a gencral relolt of the people. Italy 
had her bread nots,  and  four hundred persons are 
reported to  havc been killed and a thousand injured 
in the conflict of a single d a y ;  and the reader will 
recall the riots in China, the Moslem revolt 111 Central 
Asia, the uprisings in , I f r~ca ,  South America, etc., etc. 

In  the countries nhere  there h:lve heen no up- 
risings or riotings in reccnt months, there may 1,e 
found the seeds of discontent that  arc liable t o  
produce disturbances any cl<ly. For  instance, in 
Germany members have been clectetl to the Keich- 
stag by tivelve different l)ol~tical parties, with a 
m;~rked increase in favour of tlic Socialists. IVho 
can estimate the discontent in a country that  bas 
so m,my different politic,~l creetls, ; ~ n d  each working 
to produce reforms that  a11 assert are sorely needed? 
Is it to be wondered a t  that  Gernixny had five hun- 
dred and seventy-eight strikes during the ycar 1897 ? 

Nor is it in Germany alone that  tlicre are numer- 
ous lx>litical parties struggling for the supremacy, 
and strongly voicing their disapproval of existing 







influence e\,cl->- decision ? Ilnd \\,hen the ~nagistrate 
or judge \vill free the robber and assassin for a g-ift 
of moncj-, it is hut a n;ltural consequence that 
murders ancl robberies should become more numerous 
and daring. 

In short, society to-day is a school that is filling 
the \\rorld with criminals, and the fact sl~ould not 
be l~ ;~sse( l  1,- that a flood of pernicious literature is 
a might\. factor in .this debasing \\,or];. Especially 
does this literature pervert the minds of boys, and 
turn them into the donn\vard road of criminality 
\vhile they :Ire !-et children. It is no uncommon 
thing to I-cad of lads still in their teens ~ v h o  commit 
robberies, murders, and all the rest of the crimes. 

T h e  follo\~ing cases m;ly still be fresh in the 
memory of the reader, but \\rill perhaps serve all the 
better forcefully to illustrate the truth that crimes 
of violence on the part of youths are becoming too 
prevalent :- 

1 L A youth of twenty, the son of respectable 
parents, lies a t  this moment i n  glol under sentence 
of death for the murder of his employer's n-ife. T h e  
lad had li\.ecl, apparently, the ordinary life of an 
Australian boj.. T h e  crime he committed \\.as marked 
by great brutality, and the bearing of the youth 
during his trial, ancl a t  the moment he was sentenced 
to death, Ivas marked by e ~ t r a o r d i n a r ~ .  coolness. At 
-- , two bodies, that of a girl eighteen years of 

age and of a youth of twenty-three, \vere found lying 
side by side, just off the main road, the girl shot 
through the heart, and the youth with the upper 
part of his head blown clean off. They \\.ere cousins, 

ant1 \\ere engaged to be ~narried. Some tlisappoint- 
ment \.csed t11e \.outli; he 1)ersuaded the girl to 
allow herself to 1)e killt;d, and then shot himself in 
order t o  follow her. Tlle unhappy \.out11 lcft a 
Lvritten account of his intended crime." Commenting 
on these and other instances of \.outhful crimes the 
editor of the Sozltltcrlt Cross (;l.Ielbourne), ;iugust 26, 

. 

1904, si~4-s :- 
" 'To  \ ~ h a t  arc the young people of ;2ustralia 

coming-? Over tllcse three figures, tn.o !-ouths, their 
liantls recl \\-it11 hlootl, a girl of eighteen n.ho consented 
to suicitly, the humane imagination ]nay \\.ell dwell 
wit11 mingled pity ancl terror. . . . T h e  g-eneral 
title of crime, as figures l i d  before the Victorian 
Assembly last \vcck show, is rising. In fi1.e years 
there haye been 31,699 undetected ant1 un1)unished 
crimes commitietl in a tiny comrllunity like that of 
Victoria. I3ut such stories as those o f  the boy 
murderer, and the boy ancl girl suiciclcs 11-c have 
described, are more tlisquieting than an!. general rise 
in ordinary crinle. . . . A ~ ~ o t h e r  illustr;~tion of 
the strange drift to~v?.rds evil visible in some sections 
of the of the community is supplied by the 
emergence amongst us of girl housebrcalicrs. On 
011e cl:l!: during the ])resent ncclc two of the 3lelbourne 
llolicc courts hacl to clcil nit11 this strang-e for111 of 
crilnc. . . . 1 3 1 r  what 1)rocess of e\.olution is a girl 
of four tee^^, \\.11o is not ;I hunger-bitten chilcl of the 
slums, 1)ut is neatly clressed and intelligent, turned 
into ;I housebrea1;er 7 " 

No\\-, in the very nature of things, all of these 
cc~rrupting ~jractices of this time arc (11-onnins the 





\-ice of Sodon1 as it \\-as in the dal-s of Lot  " \\-ill 
t)rc;lli out ;IS a de1);lsin;: ~)l;ls.ue. 

T h e  grossest sill of Sotloln \\-as 11er abandoned 
1 icentiousness. 11-hen \vc 11~1.h to descri1)c thc vclry 
lo\vest sinl; of licentious lust, sl)t.:~l; o f  it as  a. 
i L 1-erit;~hle Soclc ,m." T h e  del>ra\-it? c ~f 1nanli11;cl was 

~~~ani fes tec l  in thxt \~iclic<l city i l l  its n ~ o s t  sh:imeful 
;~;ltl 1-ilest forlns. I t  is s:ltl to I;1lo\\7 t11;lt the 1lum;ln 
r;lct,, exceptin;: t l~ose,  of course*, 1 rvsict the 
iilfluenccs of Satan,  \\-ill ag;lin l)c ie(l by 11i111 jilt0 
such gross scnsu;llitj.; I)ut sucll is the 1)recliction of 
the \T.orcl of Loci, ant1 it \\-ill 1)c fl~ltillctl. 

In 189j it \\-as estim;~tecl t11;lt thc~re \\-ere I~et\vecn 
forty ant1 fiftjr t11ous;lntl 111-c~)stitutc.s in t11c c i t ) ~  c;f 
Nvw JTorli alone ; and there is n o  c\.iclcnce t l ~ ~ t  
Nt.w Yorli is \I-orse in proportion to its 1)01)ulation 
than o t h ~ r  cities. \Then thcre is such a\-ast  n~ultitutlc: 
of \\-omen \\-]lo su1,port thcrnscl\-es by their life of 
sh;~mc,  \\.l~o can cstinlate the thousands of inell \\.ho 
are s;~crificing their virtue and manhoocl a t  the 
shrine of lus t?  I t  is usual to count only the \\-omen; 
but for each \\-oman who lives as a l)uhlic prostitute, 
there are, in the \.cry nature of things, several men 
\\-11(1 are the com1)anions of her \-ice. 

T h e  l~-t 'v;~lcnce of licc~ntiousnc~ss is onl~r  too . .. 
al)l,;u-e~lt. 1 he el-itlcnces of thc csisteilcc o f  houses 
of shame are not clisguisecl, 1)ut are open ar!d 
;~pparent.  It \\-odd seem that our 1)oastccl ci\-ilir;atic,l? 
sl~oulcl s\veel) such cl is~ust i~lg s1)cct;lcles ; ~ \ \ ~ ; I J - ,  as tco 
l~);~t l isomc to I)(: c.~~tlul-ecl; but 1e~islatul.c.s ; ~ c d  cily 
councils, a t  1c;lst to t l ~ c  estent o f  ;I nl;ljority, locjl; 
u1)on the prc,stitutc ; ~ s  neccssit~r. .rlcc-of-c:)nsent 
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statutes have been enacted that allow men to seduce 
the merest little girls to their rum, with no fear of 
legal penalties to detcr them. 

I t  is a mystery how groivn-up men-the fathers 
of little girls-can stand up in the legislative assem- 
l)lies, antl seriously propose and enact such laws. 
Ho\v can it be possible that men are so lost to the 
sense of shame, even i f  their sense of justice is gone, 
that  the>- will support the idea that a child in her 
L L I L teens " may consent " to ahandon her virtue, 
without being first deceived by a base libertine? 
Why,  a child of such tender years can not coinprehencl 
\\-hat she is doing. She  does not as yet have the 
mental cleveloprnent that will enable hcr to 100li 
clolvn the a\vful road into which the cruel, lustful 
seducer is turning her childish antl innocent feet. 
" W e  are in the full blaze of the great enlightenment 
xnd hurnan1tari;in ci\rilisation of thc twentieth 
century!" Yes, that is the boast of this age. 13ut, 
nevertheless, can anyone imagine that Sodoln could 
liave clone much worse than first to make such great 
l)retensions, and then cleliberately make laws that 
would sllielcl the vlllain of lust in ruining little girls ? 
No child can give her consent to such vice, and 
rcalise its enormity ; and such age-of-consent 1an.s 
are nothing inore than a leg;~l protection to vice, 
while, \fit11 Satanic cunning, it hurls the innocent5 
into shameless ruin. 

Did it eArer occur to the reader that the greed 
for money, on the one hand, ai1~1 the great destitution, 
on the other, are po\verful factors in producing t h ~ s  
I\-iclcspread licentiousness ? In our clties the so-called 

13 
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daughter, not for charity's but for mercy's salte?" 
T h e  editor of the 1Vorld said concerning the 

foregoing appeal :- 
" I t  is a cry of distress froin one of the humble 

orders of life, and is the more mox-ing and ins t ruc t i~e  
because such cries are usually suppressed by the 
conditions lbhich cause them. Tl~cre  are, doz~btlcss, 
t h o u s a ~ ~ d s  of s i ~ t ~ i l u r  cases of young girls driven by 
the stress of poverty to hold per~lous positions, and 
to continually expose themselves to repeated tempta- 
tions of their remorseless employers. I t  is small 
wonder that under the l~rolonged strain, subjected 
to all forms of enticement and el-erl intimidation, 
human nature often \veal-ies of the protracted efforts 
of resistance, and the victim falls a t  last a prey to 
the crafts and assaults of a ti-eacl~crous sensuality." 

Illthough the incidents related here happened in 
the United States, we illust not suppose that that  
is tlle only country ill the world n-here such horrible 
atrocities are perpetrated. Lady 1Ienr)- Somerset 
made the following statement in regard to the 
condition of London. Spealting of the drinlc hahit, 
so universal in London among women and girls as 
well as Inen and boys, she says :- 

< 6 I t  is iillpossible to  01-erratc thc influence, the 
soul-destroying influence, this has had upon the 
homes of the poor ; for it is by this, I an1 convinced, 
tha t  the idea of right and wrong has come to be 
hopelessly confused \\hen it is not absolutely lost. 
It is qtot zlttconznzon to  find a mother \\-llo since 
marriage has been a faithful wife, and perhaps 
before that  a ~ i r t u o u s  girl, I ooliing on wit11 indifference 
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while her daughter 'goes on the streets,' and is lost 
in the unnumbered legion of victims hourly sacrificed 
to the demon of vice. She  may regret the fact, as  
a mother in a wealthier station might regret her 
daughter marrying beneath her ;  but there is no 
shocli, no natural horror, a t  the wanton rnarring of 
God's fairest handiwork, a woman's soul. In our 
long worship of mammon, the shame of poverty and 
the shame of sin have got confused. T o  the poor 
in their misery the burden of disgrace is but a slight 
addition to the load they already carry." 

T h e  Rev. Canon \Vilberforce, in his book " T h e  
Trinity of Evil," also calls attention to this cancerous 
\-ice in the following striking sentences :- 

" As we look back on the history of mankind, as 
we note the disastrous power of the lusts of the 
flesh to distort the strongest characters, to taint the 
lives of men and women, and to poison the springs 
of family life, n e  are compelled to admit that the 
sexual impurity of our day is no sudden development, 
but an inheritance of evil deeply engrained in human 
nature. Augustine is probably the originator of the 
theory that some fearful form of this sin necessitated 
the deluge; the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and the extirpation of the Canaanites were the direct 
consequences of sexual vice; the traditions of heathen 
~nythology, the still existing frescoes on the walls of 
Pompeii, and the loclied roorn filled with obscene 
statuary in the museurn at Naples, indicate the extent 
of the evil amongst the ancient civilisations. T h e  
worship of Baal and Ashtaroth, the deification of 
the male and female principles of nature, patronised 
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by Jezebel, the Siclonian queen, \vas accompanied 
by the wildest sensual license, xvhich Elijah the 
Tishbite \\-as raised up by Jchovali to rebuke ; and 
it was the same sexual vice, and again in a lii11g's 
palace, that Elijah's great antitype, John the Baptist, 
so fearlessly cliallengecl and rebulied. \/\;hat has 

( 1  becn termed the self-repeating action of humanity " 
has carried on the inheritance to our own time, ;lncl 
we find ourselves confronted with a grievous manifcs- 
tation of the old e\.il. 

Recent revelations, however, sufficed to convince 
many that impurity, not only anlongst haunts of 
squalor, misery; and vice, 1)ut in tllc highest societies 
also, is assuming the proportions of a pestilence, and 
threaten the mainsprings of n:itional life. Statistics 
are obtained in g11astl~- array, proving beyond cluestion 
that  many of the general contlitiolls of societj. 
prevailing in imperial Rome in thc early days of 
Christiai~ity, are being reproducccl in Christian 
England a t  the present time. This  being so, it is 
in the light of patl-iotism that it behoves us first to 
touch this cancel- of modern lifc, for the trutll is 
un;~lterahlc that " righteousness exalteth ;L nation," 
antl that national cle~noralisatio~l is follo\vetl by 
decrepitude and decay. Our vain-glorious boasting 
about prestige al,road, and spirited foreign policies, 
is but sounding brass n;hei~ thc lifc blood of a n;ttion 
is being sapped by voluptuous corruption. " Thou 
canst not stand before thinc enemies until ye put 
aw:iy the accursed thing froin amongst you." Josh. 
7 :  13. iVhat blindness, then, can be imagined niorc 
suicidal than the conspiracy of silence n-hich would 

cast ;L veil over ex-il influences clestructive to the 
\vclfare of a peoplc ? If it be true that  there are 
eighty thousand fallen n.omcn plying their terrible 
t r ;~de  in London alone, and that in other centres of 
population the proportion is maintained; if it be 
true thzit nameless \-ices and hideous forms of sin 
(1Com. 1 : 26, 27) ar.e increasing :~mcngst u s ;  if it be 
true that had the Jeffries' case not been hushed up, 
the reve1:ttion of the names of those implicatctl 

would have shal<cn society to its foundation; inas- 
much as  the purity of a nation in the aggregate 
will never rise higher than the purity of its women, 
it is the bounden duty of evcl-y l~atr iot  antl philall- 
tlrn~pist to direct his attention to, and deal courageoosly 
with, this llindrance to national \cell-being." 

T h e  foregoing tluotations state the facts as  every 
11-ell-informed person 1cno11.s them to exist, and they 
could n o t  be statcd in more chaste, ant1 xt the same 
time clear and forci1,lc 1xngu:lge. I t  is not necessary 
to producc further testimony to show the conditions 
of sensuality that exist. Indeeil, it xrould llnrdly 
seein necessary to produce any tcsti~n:)ny other th;ln 
to cite the scriptures tliat tell of the conditions that 
God saitl nroultl ol~tain in this time, and then asli 
the in(lividua1 to l o o  :~n)und a t  the state of things 

a s  evcry one Icno\vs it to be. Even the fences 1,. 
the roatlside, the w;ills of public buildirigs, and the 
colu~nns of nearly evcry paper in thc land, face us con- 
stantly with ingenious advertisements of nostrums 
offered ;rs a panacea for the numerous diseases produced 
by sensu:~lity. Such extensive advertising costs large 
sums of money, and it would not be continuecl i f  it 
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did not pay ;  and the thing that  makes it pay is the 
ixevalence of the debasing and disease-producing 
sins of Sodom. If no other evidence was given, 
there is enough in this one item of the extensive 
advertisements of remedies for these vile diseases, to 
show how full of vice the world must be. 

Can there be any doubt that nre are living in the 
clays on which the Saviour fixed His  prophetic eyes 
~vhen  H e  said, " A s  it was in the days of N o a h ;  
. . . likewise also as it was in the days of Lot  ; 
. . . . even thus shall it be in the day when the 
Son of inan is revealed " ? Luke 17 : 26-30. 

And h o ~ v  forcibly do the words of the prophet 
Hosea come to mind :- 

" Hear the word of the Lord,  ye children of 
Israel; for the Lord hath a controversy with the 
inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, 
nor mercy, nor linoivledge of God in the land. B y  
swearing, and lying, and Killilzg, and stealil~g, and 
comfnitting adzdtery, they break out, and blood 
toucheth blood. Therefore shall the land mourn, 
and every one that d~velleth therein shall languish, 
with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of 
heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be 
taken away." Hosea 4 :  1-3. 

L L  Swearing, and  lying, and  killing, and stealing, 
and  committi~zg adultcry " have broken out, and truly 
"blood toucheth blood." Sodoin, with its vile 
l)ollutions, is being rvproduced all about us. And 
who can estimate how soon it inust be decreed that  
the pure eyes of God can endure the scene no 
longer? T h e  Lord inade an example of Sodom 

T l ~ e  Social Vice 20 1 

ancientlj-;  thcre can be no mistaliing His purpose 
in dealing decidedly with this modern Sodom that 
has spread its corrupting vices over the entire world. 
;it that time His dealing was with the cities of the 
plain in one locality, but in this time His dealing is 
t o  be with all the inhabitants of the earth a t  tllc 
second coining of His  Son. Elow cheering the 
thought that Jesus is soon to come and bring this 
reign of sin to ail end ! 

But  those who are found corrupting themselves 
a t  His  coming, \\.ill be destroyed by the brightness 
of His holiness and purity, that will be so gloriously 
revealed in that d a y ;  and  so H e  has faithfully 
pointed out all these things, in order that we may 
linoiv and  avoid the dangers of these times, and be 
ready to meet I-Iim. Now H e  is yearning over every 
sinner, no matter how vile and polluted, and is 
earnestly calling each one to repentance, that H e  
may purify his heart, and clothe him with the white 
garments of righteousness. 

T h e  sinner who has plunged to the very lowest 
depth still finds in Jesus his Friend. " For we have 
not an  High Priest which can not be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sill. Le t  us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
n-e may obtain mercy, and find grace to help ill time 
of need." Heb. 4 : 15, 16. 

Tl~inl;  of it, 0 soul burdened with a load of sin ! 
Jesus so loves you that  H e  took upon Himself our 
flesh,-this flesh that is so full of the tendency and 
desire to  sin,-and all this that H e  might " be tozlcl~ecl 





CHAPTER NINETEEN 

T H E  question is asked, "When the Son of man 
coineth, shall H e  find faith on the ear th?"  
Lulte 18:  8. The  very form of the expression 

shows that the Saviour's question is an emphatic 
statement of the great lack of genuine faith among 
those living at the close of time. This fact is further 
confirined by His answer to the question, " W h a t  
shall be the sign of T h y  coming, and of the end of 
the world ? "  The  Master says, " Because iniquity 
shall abound, the love of inany shall wax cold." 
Matt. 24: 3, 12. Then a great lack of faith, the 
abounding of iniquity, and the love of many waxing 
cold, are sufficiently prominent in the last days to 
be mentioned as among the signs of the Savioar's 
coming. 

Another scripture is to the point in this connection. 
I t  reads : "This  ltno1v also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers 
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blas- 
phemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
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without natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of G o d ;  having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof; from such turn away." 
2 Tim. 3 : 1-5. 

This scripture tells us plainly that "perilous times 
shall come," and just as plainly does it say that  
these perils shall be " in the last days." No matter 
what our views may have been to the contrary, we 
should now surrender to the statement of God's 
Word. What  God says of the case is correct ; what 
H e  has painted to as signs of the end will surely 
appear, and we may see thein if we will. 

There is another point in this text cjuoted from 
Timothy that we must not pass by. T h e  apostle 
not only tells ns that " in the last days perilous timcs 
shall come," but adds, " f o r  men shall be lovers of 
their own selves," etc. T h e  word " for" in this con- 

< < nection is ccluivalent to because." Then the perils 
of the last days are brought about "for," or "because," 
men are so filled with covetousness, pride, and all 
the rest of the long list of the sins mentioned in 
this text. Note particularly that the test says that 
those engaged in thesc sins of darltest hue are a t  

< L the same time having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof." The  world does not 
have a " form of godlincss." Only a backslidden 
church could be in such a condition-a church filled 
with "lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God." 
When the things mentioned in this text appear, we 
may lino\v that the "last days" are reached. For 
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these days will be made "perilous" by the prevalence 
of evil. " 1,niquity shall abound," and over all the 
mass of sill those who, t)y a lacli of faith in God's 
Word,  are denying His power, will throw the hypo- 
critical robes of a " form of godliness." 

Wi th  these quotations from hIatthew, Lulie, and 
Paul agrees the statement of I'eter : " I(non7ing this 
first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, 
walking after their own lusts, and saying, \Ir1lere is 
the promise of I-Iis coming? for since the fathers 
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation." 2 Peter 3 : 3, 4. 

As the doctrine of the second coming of Christ 
is preached, there will be "scoffers." And, to be 
sure, since they are l 1  walliing after their own lusts," 
they will saj. in derision, " \Vhei-e is the proillise of 
His coming ? "  But  the believer in the sure LITord 
of God \\-ill not be affected by these scoffers, except 
to see in them the evidence of the Master's coming, 
and, in pity for them, to ~\.ol-li and pray that their 
hearts ma!- I)e touched hy &I-ine grace, and turned 
away from their scoffing-s to a Sar-iour's tender love. 

How f;titl~fully do these scriptures disclose the 
perils of the " last days" ! I Tow pointedly they tell 
us that sin shall he glossed 01-er by the " form of 
godliness ; " that faith will be almost n-anting- ; that 
the " 1o1.e of many shall wax cold "-and a11 hecause 
11 ' iniquit!. s11;tll rrhorrlzd;" and th;tt amidst it all will 
t ~ c  found the " scoffers," maliing lig-llt of the "l~romise 
of His coming " !  

\ITith these scril~turcs bcforc us, telling us so 
plainly that in the " last days " " godliness " mill 

become a mere form among the great multitude, we 
have only to 100li about us to see the literal 
fulfilment. 

T h e  thing that we naturally expect when n-e go 
to the house of God is to hear the preaching of the 
gospel " in the clemonstration of the Spirit and of 
power." T h e  theine thxt sllould be dwelt upon is 
the " L a m b  of God, that talietll an-ay the sin of the 
I\-orld." But  in h o n ~  many of our churches is the 
1)reaching of the sinlplc gospel saclly lacliing! I ll;t~re 
met llundrecls of people, re1)rescnting all our 1-arious 
denominations, mllo recognise and deplore tllis fact. 

n u t  1v11y this lack of pon-cr in the church? \17hy 
11 do we see only the form" nllen we should cspect 

to find the life and polver belonging to the hIaster's 0 
church ? There is one little statement in a text 
already quoted that furilishes the answer. C>bser~*e 
that it is said of those 11.11o 11ar.e this "form of 
godliness, but deny the power thereof," th;tt they 

11 are lovers of 1)lc;tsures more than 101-ers of God." 
T h e  pleasures thxt God offkrs arc soul-satisfying, 
rcxl, substxntial, and abiding, They  are filled with 
indescribable joj.s, and  lc;t~-e behind them only 
pleasant memories ; ;uncl mingled n-it11 these 1)lc:tsures 
is that  joy of the Lord 1\.11ich comes from helping 
those who are in ncctl. I t  is to clcny self, and do 

? - 
right. I here is an infinite joj. and an  cternal szttis- 
faction in follon-ill2 the Lord's n-;tj7. But  by tllose 
living in the 1;lst c1;tys the tmnsicnt pleasures of the 
world are chosen insteacl ; ant1 to sucll an  extent is 
their plcxs~i-e-scc1ii11 carriecl, c ~ - e n  while 1naint;tining 
a "form of g:.odlincss," t11;lt it ~n;l~.lis one of tile 













one hand and riotous riches on the othvr, gambling, 
intemperance, con~lnercial dishon:.)ur, political cor- 
ruption, and the n-hole pestiferous 1)rood of evils 
which prey upon the nation and threaten its pexcc 
if not its perpetuity-they r r i l  iind their coveted 
opportunity, when they clo not jind their abetment, 
in the worldly ideals, tlle g.r;lsi)inx covctousncss, the 
denonlinational pride, tllc sect;~~l.i:ln selfishness, the 
moral cotvardice, and the spil.itu;ll apathy of the 
church. . . . 

" W h y  is it that there xr-c :  so inany lodges to 
every church, ancl that  so large a part of the humani- 
tarian and reformatory forces that make for human 
weal in the present life, are centering outside the 
church? W h y  is it that, as ex-ery nlinister of the 
gospel ltnon-s is the case, so 1;lrge ;1nd incrcasing a 
body of noble, lionourable, and lligh-mindecl men of 
every community, Inen ~17ho fear God and revere 
Jesus Christ, are standing. stu<lic;usl~~ aloof fro111 the 
church ? . . . 

L( But some one will exclaim : ' O L I ~  oi-g;lnis;itiul~s! 
Look a t  our new organisations, illillions strong ! ' 
T o  which one might littingly reply in the n-orcls of 
. . . Mr. B. F a y  hlills, ' T11c.y arc very clecci\~ing.' 
O r  one might, by way of aml)lihcation, say that 
multiplication of organisations 11-itllin the chul-cll, 
wisely constructed to fit tlle social instincts of youthful 
human nature, colossal conventions worliecl up 
systcmatically after the most i~pproved metllods of a 
political canvass for twelve inontlls previous-they 
may cause a great buzzing of wllecls and rattle of 

machinery, that l o o l ~  very like spiritual vigour. Rut  
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all this machinery, while it can use power, can not gen- 
erate it. I t  can neither repair a defective boiler nor 
replenish a furnace, the real trouble with which is 
that tlzc $ye is goiizg 0 2 ~ 2 .  T h e  adding of another 
xvhecl to the machincry does not increase the power. 
Nay, is not this unprecedented multiplication of 
organisations itself a striking sign of nealiness and 
spiritual degener:ttion ? i\'Iay it not bc, aftel- all, an 
attempt to  brace a inan on his feet by ar-tifici;ll 
means, when the fact is he is suffering from heart- 
failure ? TYhat is tllc iriatter with the old bottle 
that it won't hold wine ? T h c  church of the apostles, 
the Pal-itans, and the early hlethodists turned the 
\vorld upsicle clo\\-n--7zot by org;lnisation, for they 
llad practically none;  but by the irresistible power 
of deep moral conviction, uncluestioning faith, 
and a spiritu;rl unction that was the outcropping oT 
a new and cli~~ille life. Llut to-daj., instead of one 
chasing a thousai~d and t ~ v o  putting tell thousand to 
iligllt, it talics a thousand church meinhers to chase 
one evil, and tllcll they don't catch it-unless 'there 
is something in it.' . . , 

" T h e  church is made the decoy of the hunters 
of fortunes; it is utilised xs a screen of scoundrels. 
. . . Yea, it has become a grc;tt ti-c:c, and  
respectable sinners-respectability is sirlc qlln I Z ~ I L  

l e g a l  ro l~ l~crs ,  and pious fi-;luds lodge under the  
shadow of it. . . . One call not single out any 
one denonlination as  being especially guilty of 
exalting pelf above piety. T h e  same conditions 
widely prevail, and one is probably as bad a s  
another."-WaZl~2.;- 4 ZIcir E;ctsrrs, irt t l ~ c  A~.cnn. 









CHAPTER TWENTY 

I N the preceding chapter some attention has been 
given to the scripture which shows that a love 
of pleasure under a " form of godliness" is one 

of the producing causes of peril in the last days. 
But the subject deserves more particular consider- 
ation; for it is the corrupting influences in the ~vorld 
beneath that are used to bring the church down 
from her proper sphere of holiness. When in any 

particular age the church becomes corrupt, it is 
because of her failure to resist the prevailing sins 
and vices of that time. 

So, then, since the love of pleasure among those 
who have a " form of godliness" will do its part in 
making times perilous in this age, what a great 
prevailiilg passion for the follies of mere fun will 
be manifested in the world a t  large! I t  is true that 
humanity has ever been given to the pursuit of 
pleasure. I t  is natural and God-given for men to 
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wish to enjoy themselves. I t  has always been the 
case that a great many will look no higher than the 
follies of transient and debasing amusements; but 
in a special sense will the world be given to pleasure 
a t  the close of time. h/Iarvellous indeed are the 
great inventions and the general material progress 
of this age; and the extent to which the people of 
to-day are given to fun and pleasure is no less 
conspicuous. 

Mr. F. F. Benson, writing in the Forlnightly 
Review for September, 1904, says :- 

6 1 I t  seems as if there never was an age in which 
so much money was spent with so little result in the 
way of real enjoj-ment or beauty, or when the creed, 
' The world was made to amuse me,' was so 
fanatically believed in \\it11 so little justification for 
the faith. IIas, indeed, what we call the 'woman 
of the \voi-ld' grown so stupid that with all that 
wealth can buy a t  her cornmand, she can find nothing 
more amusing to do than to drcss expensively, play 
bridge, and fling the rest of her money into idiotic 
entertainments ? " 

Spealiing of the days that iminediately precede 
His coming, the Master says: " Take hecd to your- 
selves, lest a t  any tirrle your hearts be overcharged 
with surfeiting, and drunlici~ness, and cares of this 
life, and so that day come upon you unan ares. For 
as a snare shall it colne on all them that dwell on 
the face of the whole earth. U'atch yc therefore, 
and pray al~vays, that ye may be accounted worthy 
to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and 
to stand before the Son of man." Luke 21 : 34-36. 
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Thus  we see that Satan has set the whole world 
fairly wild in running after pleasures-not the 
pleasures that build up, and educate, and refine, 
and ennol~le, but pleasures that intoxicate the mind 
wit11 an insatiable desire for sensuous gratification 
and exciting sport. Hot11 the world and many in 
the nominal churches have been clrrtgjied into it. 
T h e  Saviour has warned us against this scheme of 
the evil one, by \vhich he seeks so completely to 
charm the world wit11 illusory pleasures that thcy 
will not disccrrl the portentous issues of our day and 
g e n c r a t  And I-Ie has g i ~ ~ e n  us the promise : 
lL\Vhen I-Ie putteth forth Ills own sheep, H e  goe t l~  
before them, and the sheep follow I-lim; for thcy 
l t n o ~  His voicc. And a stranger nil1 they not follow, 
but will flee from him ; for thcy know not the voice 
of strangers." John 10 : 4, 5. 

"Thou lover of pleasure more than of Gotl, 
Sailing so gaily down the broad stream 

Leading thee straight to the bottomless pit, 
\Val<e ! Oh, axvake from thy frivolous dream! 

\Vhat if to thee comes the sunlrnons so dire, 
' Thou fool, this night I tliy soul require.' " 

" 'Zh, foolish and fair one, giddy and frail, 
Tempting and tempted, hope hast thou none, 

Steeped in sin's depths, without Christ, without God, 
Think thee in time, ~vliile heaxen rllay be won; 

Pause ere to thee comes the summol~s so dire, 
'Thou fool, this night I thy soul require.' " 

TWENTY-ONE 

~ n a d e  t o  t h e  
Apostle Paul's s t ; ~ t i , ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ t  illat " in the last days 
perilous times sh;~l l  cornc. For  [or because] men 
shall be l o ~ e r s  of their own selk-es, covetous," etc. 

L L 2 Tim. 3 : 1, 2.  Men shall be lo~.ers of their own 
selves, covetous ; " i1nd because of these, in connection 

1 1  with otlicr sins, the last clays are made perilous." 
Individuals who arc conlpletely filled with self- 

love, carlng nothing for others only as a means of 
gratifying and pleasing themselves, are a very 
dangerous class. If they fancy that their personal 
pleasure would be increased by the destruction or 
violent talii11g :away of the property of others, they 
do  not scrul~le to clo it. If to accomplish their 
desires it seems ad\.antageous to take the life of a 
fellow-creature, they wait only to assure themselves 
that they can accomplish the deed without hcing 
caught, and then proceed to the cxecution of the 
fearful crlme. In short, it males  no difference to 
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tirose who are wholly given to the \\lorship and 
gratification of self how much sorrow and pain they I 

causc another. Neither hunger, cold, nor any or all i 

of the worst forms of suffering, seem to  touch them. I 
They are living only [or self, and the distress of 
others is of little ~nornent to them. 

T h e  reader is familiar with tllc Scripture state- 
I 

ment, " As it was in the c1;lys of Noah, so shall it 
I 

be also in the days of the Sol1 of man." Lulic 1 

17: 26. Fie also knows that the Bible tells us, in I 

ilescribing the sins of No:l1i1s time, that " God saw 
that the \~ickedness of ni;~ii \\as great in the earth, 

l 

and that every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart \vas only evil continuallJ-." '' And the earth 
was filled with violence." (;ell. 6 : 5, 11. 

Now, just as  surely as these scriptures arc true, 
just so surely nmj. \ve knoiv t11;rt in tlic lait  d a ~ - s ,  
;IS i l l  r \rT~ah'~ time, " violence" and great \\:ickedness, 

( 1  
-so grc j t  that every im;~gination " will be devoted I 

to evil,-will be prevalent among mnnliind. \Vith I 
the picture of this grc:rt wickedness of Noah's time 
before the mind, it illust be x7ery c\-ident that the 

i 
i 
! 

selflove, the covcfous~rcss, that nr:ll<cs the last days 
" perilous," is thc very worst tliat Sat;ln can produce. 
Is it any \ron(ler that the al~ostle,  in such emphatic 

I 
language, tells us that " i n  the last days perilous 
times sh;lll come " ?  For the seeds of " self-love" 

11 

and " co\retousness " ylantecl in a heal-t whcre every 
I < 

imagin;ltion " is only evil continu:lll~.," must produce 

a fearfuI 1131-vest. 
In tllc \;cry nature of t l l i n ~ s ,  meli I\-ho are thus 

( 1  lovers of tllcir own selves, covetous," will grasp for 
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1 1  everything they can get hold of. Since every 
imagination " is " only evil continu;llly," they will 
not be a t  all particular about the horlcsty of their 
methods in securing tllc ot)jccts of their covetous 
hearts. T h e  stronger ones, and those \vho by some 
chance are thrown into positions of advantage, will 
override the \Veal<; and some will thus, through 
selfish grccd and covetousncss, amass colossal 
fortunes to be used in nlanton pleasure, while others 
will be inercilessly ground clown l ~ y  abject 1)ovet-ty. 

Tlle A1)ostlc James ~n;lkcs this clear 1)eyond a 
1 1  single doubt. H e  says : (;o to now, ye rich Inen, 

weep and howl for your miseries that sllall come 
upon J-ou. Your riches are con-uptetl, and your 
garments ;ire niotll-eaten. Your g-oltl ant1 silver is 
c;lnlierecl; and the rust of them s11;lll I)(: ;L witness 
 g gain st you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. 
Ye 11ar.c heaped treasul-cs together for the last days. 
I-Iehold, the hire of the Ia1)ourcrs n ~ h o  1iai.c reaped 
down your fields, w1:ich is of you lic1)t bacli by 
fraud, crietli; and the: cries of them which have 
reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of 
sabaoth. Ye 11ax.e lived in pleasure on the earth, 
and heen wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as 
in a day of slaughter. Yc have condemned and 
killed the just;  and 11c cloth not resist you. B e  
patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the 
Lord. Behold, t h e .  liushandman waiteth for the 
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience 
for it, until he receivc the early and latter rain. 
Be ye also patient; stal~lish pour hearts;  for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Grudge not one 



against ;tnotlicr, brethren, lest ye bc conden~ncd;  
behold, the Judge standeth before the door." 
James 5 : 1-9. 

Sl~caking to the rich men, this text declares, " I'e 
have h e  tl-casure togctlier for tlir last days." 
This self-loving, " c o v e t o ~ ~ s "  age is nlarlced by the 
i n  together of treasure, and none should fail 

' ( 1  

to note tliat it IS heapeti " together " for tire 
last clays." 

T h e  reader is wcll aware of the fact that thcre 
is no s~lbject t o - d : ~ ~  inore n:idely (liscusseil than the 
1 '  re1:ttion of c;lpit:tl to I;ll~ol:r." And u l r )~  all this 

discussion ?-It is because colossal fortunes have 
been grasped, and arc in the hands of n f while 
a great multitude is s u r i  froin i c i n g  want. 
Exreryone I<no\\js that this s t a t ~ m e n t  is a literal 
truth ; : ~ n d  ~ . e t  thc gnawings of 1v;lnt are not thc 
~ r h o l e  of thc cause. T h e  capit;llist has taus-11t the 
world the advantages of conlbining to crusll out 
colnpetition, and thus 111:1l<c great fortunes in a few 
years. So  the thinliing labourins man s;tys : " ?1711y 
not c ~ m b i ~ ~ e ,  too, and get our share of tliis i\-e;lltli?" 
" \IThy forin ' trade unions,' fix a 1,rice 011 our 
u,mmoclitq of labour, and coinl>cl thc capitalist to 
pay i t ? "  And bcc:iuse of the self-love and covct- 
ousness that Got1 has foretold \\~ould characterise 
these last days, tliere is brilugl~t inti> this struggle 
between crpit:il ;tird la l~our a cunflict tliat is becoming 
more and more intense and perplexing. 

M:~nlcind, uninfluenced by tlic Spirit of tlie 
Nazal-ene, has ever been irlcli~led to amass large 
for-tunes, and Iioard them as misers, or spend them 

, 
in selfish pleasure. From time to time in the history 
of tile past, xvlrole nations lia\e become ho corrul~ted 
through the x~rcnlth that a few could control, that 
they 11x1-e gone c1on.n amit1 the strife of t?lcir internal 
revolutions. James Anthony Froutle, MA. ,  says of 
Rome in the days of Cxsar:- 

I 
T h e  intellect was traineil to the highest point 

which it could reach; and on tlic great subjects of 
Iiuman interest, on morals and politic?, on poetry 
and art, el-en on religion itself and the speculati\re 

1 

problcms of lifc, inell t h o ~ g l l t  ;FS we th~iil<, doubted 
as  Ive doubt, argued as  we argue, aspired and 

st~'uggled after the same ohjects. I t  was an age of 
material progress, material civilisation, and intellectual 
culturc ; an  age of pamplllcts and qjigrams, of 

snlo~ls and dinner parties, of senatorial m:rjoritlcs 
and electoral corruption. The  highest oificcs in the 
State  were open, i l l  theory, to the me;incst citizen ; 
thcy were conhiicd, in fact, to those who had the 
longest purses or thc nrost rr;tdy use of the tongue 
on popular platforms. 1)isfinctiotl of' birtlz lz~zcl beela 

I erclru~~ged for drstinctio~r of W T L Z L ~ J L .  T h e  struggles 
between plebeians and 11:ltricians for equality of 
privilege werc over, and a new division had been 
formed bet\rcen the party of property and the party 
u,ho dcsircd a clian;.e in the structure of socicty. 

I Tlw frce cultix~ators mere disal~pcaring from the soil. 
Italy iias being absorbetl into l a s t  estates, hcld by a 
few favoured families, and cultivated 13y slaves, while 

I the old agricultural population was driven off the 

land, and nras cro~vdecl into towns. T h e  rich xvere 

I e~ t sa \~agan t ,  for llfe had ceased to have practical 
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trusts, or individuals, has reached a point dangerous 
t o  the future prosperity of the nation. . . . T h e  
Probate Court records of the various States disclose 
the fact that  millionaires are  becoming more iluinerous, 
while the smaller property owners are gradually 
sinlilng into the multitude of 1)cople possessing 
nothing. . . . This  po\vei- of xvealtl~ is the greatest 
tlangcr that  has threatened that  country since the 
Civil \Var." 

hlr .  I<ccves is not c1uott.d to use him as authority 
in the 1n;lttt.i-, l ~ u t  sirnply to  g i ~ e  a sample of the 
articles o f  n l l ~ c h  the pallcrs and  magazines arc full 
~ ~ 1 1  tlle t~rnc .  I t  is not h?r. lieeves only, but tllou- 
sands of Inen and  women a11 over the country, \ ~ h o  
are spealilng after the same order, oilly many of 
thein express tllemscl\~cs inuch morc strongly. W i t h  
the facts before then1 in regard to the xast fortunes 
on the one ha~lcl, ant1 the great tlcstitut~on and  
consequent growing indic;ition of turbulence on the 
other, and  uithout giving attcntlon to the guiding 
light of the prophecy that sho\vs what a11 this 
means, is it any wonder that strong denunciations 
should be made against these inen of vast wealth, 
and  that by so many the future should be looked 
upon with forebodings of evil ? 

In  the 1:oruln of November, 1889, 1s an article 
by Thomas  G. Shearman, entitled " T h e  Owners of 
the IJilited States." 111 this article he mentions two 
estates valued a t  d30,000,000 each, five estates worth 
d20,000,000 each, and more than sixty-three other 
estates worth from d4,000,000 to d14,000,000 each. 
Concerning these estates he sa?s  :- 
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" Making the largest allowance for exaggerated 
reports, there can be no doubt that these seventy 
names represent an aggregate wealth of dS40,000,000, 
or an average of over ~ 7 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  each. T h e  writer 
has not specially sought for information concerning 
any one worth less than d4,000,000, but has incident- 
ally 1e:lrned of fifty other persons uor th  over 
d2,000,000, of \\hoin thirty arc valucd in all a t  
d90,000,000, maliing together one hundred per5ons 
\vorth (11 er ~600,000,000.  Yet this list includes very 
few names from New England, and  none from the 
south. Evitiently it ~vould  be ea5y for :my specially 
\\rell-informed person to malie ul) a list of one 
huiidrcd naines of persons averaging ~5 ,000 ,000  each, 
in addition to  ten averaging d20,000,000 each. T h e  
xvci-age annual incolne of the r~cllcst  hundred 
i l~ner icans  cannot be less than d240,000, antl probably 
exceeds d300,OOO." 

Mr. Shearman a l w  estimates t l ~ t  t\\enty-five 
thousand persoils own one-half of all the wealth of 
the United States. 

On  Junc. 9, 1897, the IIon. I<ogcr (2. Mills, of 
Texas,  made a s l~cech in the United States Senate 
in \vhich he said, " Alr. Shearinan is one of the 
ablest lawyers in thc country ;" ;mtl concerning his 
article in the f:or~rllt he stated that " it was pul~lishcd 
allti rcl~ublished again in the 1naga7iiies. I t  was 
p u l ~ l i ~ l ~ c  tl in 1889. I t  has ncvcr heen cluestionctl. I t  
has hce11 sent broadcast ; it 11x5 been commented on 
cverj.i\hert. ; antl ncvcr 1121 e I llcar tl one breath of 
cont rad~ct io l~  or cr~tlcism of thc art~clc." 

Thinli for a inoincnt ul la t  some of the foregoing 
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In the New Yorlc TJzrice-a-week lVorld of February 
10, 1897, was an  article with the follon-ing hhed- 
lines :- 

T h e  Profits of the Sugar Trust on Its Refining Business 
Alone Have Amounted to 

53236,240,000 IN TEN YEARS 

Thto  Calculation Is Bawd on the Sworn Trstimony Given by 
11s President, and - Secretary 

and Treasure r .  Before the  Lcsislat~ve Corn- 
mittee that i s  now lnvcstigatina Trus t s  

This  va5t sulrl w;lq ni:~tle by the trust on just one 
of the comlnod~ties of daily life. 

I t  should he o b s e r ~ e d  in this connection that it 
tooli ten years bacli in the nineties tco malie t11;lt 
two hundred thirty-six millions. But  one of the b1;: 
trusts that  \\as forrncd in the first year of the new 
centurj inatlc a net profit during the iil-st t\vel\.c 
months of its existence of $140,000,000 (,/28,000,000). 
T h u s  that ~ \ l ~ i c l l  scclned lilic an immcnqc thing to 
the New Yoi-lc lVorltl in 1897 is ~vholly swept away 
in less than half a dec;~de 1ly the much greater 
accomplishment that coines bearing down upon the 
world as  a veritable a ~ a l a n c h e  in commercial 
speculation. 

Speaking of a trust con trnlling :~ilotller staple 
commodity, Mi-. EIenry I). Lloyd s;l).s : " :I friendly 
journal, the New Yol-I< SIIII, of .41)i-il 25, 1889, in an  
editorial paragral)h concerning the n-c\;llth of oile of 
the trustees, said, ' T-Iis regular incolne is $20,000,000 
[~4,000,000] a year.' ililotller entirely friendly palwl-, 
with sources of information of the very best, put his 

income t\vo year!: later a t  $30,000,000 [~6,000,000] 
ycar. No clenial of the SI I IL 'S  statement was 

attcmptecl, and the SZIIL ncicr  withdrew or lnodiiiccl 
~ t s  figures."Il'saLtlz Agr~lrlst Conl~~to~tu~caLtlz, 13. 459. 

A man with a J ear ly income of twenty or thirty 
milllons of do1l:lrs 15 cci talnly " lle:~l)ing togetller 
treasllrcs." 

Bu t  thc incliviclual is not s;ltisfiecl with \vhat he 
can hca11 togctllcr alone, neither ;I]-e the poivers of 
the ordinary corl~oration adccluate to liis scltish greecl. 
I-I(,ncc " trusts " 1l;lr.c been invcntctl, by means of 
\\.l1icll thc wllolc business of not mcr-(~Iy the entire 
1i;ltion hut of t11c n.hole world can be: inonopolised, 
ancl cuinl~ellecl to pay a re!-cnuc t c ~  the covetous 
~ v o r s h i ~ ) ~ ) e r  ; ~ t  the shrine of mammon. Among thc 
trusts rel)ol.te(l to  11;tvc bee11 formed in the earlier 
months of 18'18 IL.;IS the tobacco trust, with a capital 
o f  L20,000,000; the clt.ct1-ic trust, \\.it11 a capital of 
[5,000,000; the silvernarc trust, with a c;lpital of 
jr7,000,000; the iron trust, 11-i th a capital of L40,000,000; 
tlle cutlci-y trust, \vith ;I c;ll)it;rl of L400,000; and so 
o n .  T l ~ c  total amount of n-e;lltll gl-aspeci by tlic 
trusts in the Vnited States ;tlone for the year 1898 
is 1) l ;~cc~l  1)y goc~d authorities ;lt L200,000,000. In 1898 
these figures seemed enormous, xncl tlic: \t,orlcl was 
st;~rtlc(l lo>- n.li;it they might s ig i fy .  Nc~vspapers 

~ fell to tliscusring the t1;~ngc.r; t l ~ c  l)l;rtfor~n and pulpit 
tool< it ul), ant1 it \\.as a thc111c of cliscussion and 
agit;ltion e~-ei-~-\vl~erc.  ISut soon after this great 
out-CI-opping cof trusts in 1898 tl~ei-e n.;~s the formation 
of the big steel trust with its ca1)it;~lisation of 
L28,500,000, 2nd othcr trusts nitlr ;I cal)it;~lisation of 

17 



over L2,000,000 each, i11;~1<1ng ; ~ n  aggregate of 
L88,500,000. 13e particu1;~r to note that this enormous 
figure en1br;lces only the  trusts with a capitnl~sation 
of over ~2 ,000,000 each;  it does not talie into 
account the !c)ng ;Lrray o f  trusts ; ~ n d  combines that 
have a lesser capltal~sation. 

A11 are fami l~ar  nrith the fact that these large 
aggregations of c;~pit;~l crush out the small ~ndependent 
dealers, and hold the prices of commodities, anci the 
general intcrests of business, w~thin  their iron gr;lsp. 

I t  would be a wearisome as well as  a useless task I 

to try to present anything IlIie a tithe of the great 
mass of evidence that inight be glven in regard to  
the [ '  heaping " together of t~ easure. Everyone knows 
that the coml)~nes of ivealth meet us a t  thv very 
threshold of I~fe ,  and, folloiv~ng us all the journey 

i 
through, ask a tribute a t  every step on the various 
necessary things of daily use, until finally the portals 
of the t o n ~ b  ;Ire ~c;lched, and, in some countries, 
even there are we 1i;lhle to be met by the agent of 
the Undertakers' .\ssoclation, who collects his fee 
before our mortal r-emalns are allowed to bc lxid 
to rest. 

Meet lnen everywhere, and t h e ~ r  theme 1s making 
money." Money must be had a t  all hazards. If it 
cannot be o b t ; ~ ~ ~ ~ e t l  honestly, it l l~ust  be gained in 
some other w ~ y .  ,\. IC. Ilarrett, formerly a govern- 
ment examiner of f,~iled banks, says, in the Arena:- 

< [ Statistics show that . . . bank wrecliers, 
embezzlers, and defaulter? 11:xve robbed the people 
of America of . . . a11 ;Lveragc of over two ~llillion 
pounds per annu111; and this s!ate of tltings has 
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T h e  U"l-cl s ;~ys  : " Ho~v  hxrdly shall they that 
lia\.e riches entcr intc) the 1;ingdoCn of Got1 ! For  it 
is easier for a caniel to go through a ncedlc's q . c  
than for a rich man to enter into the lcingdom of 
God." Lul;c 11': : 24, 25. T h e  L,ord s;~ys fustlici- : 
11 Charge thciii t11;~t al-e rich in this \vo~.ld, that thcy 
be not higliminded, nor trust i ~ i  uncertain riches, but 
in the living Gotl, who gi\:eth us ricllly a11 things 
to enjoy;  t l ~ a t  they do gootl, t1i;lt they 1)e rich in 
good n o ~ l i s ,  reatly to distribute, wil1,ing to communi- 
cate ; laying up in store for themsclvcs a good 
foundation against the time to conlc, th;lt they may 
la!. liolcl o n  etern;~l lire." 1 Tiin. 6 :  17-19. 

Comment on the fc~~rcgoing sscl-i~~ture is unnecessary. 
Lct  eac11 one receive it as tlle direct voice of God, 
and  prepare to 1na1;c answer to J-Iiln in person. T h e  
church or the pastor that \\.ill 1)c:~r a carnally-soothing 
testimony non-, seeking to take away the keen edge 
of God's warning, becomes ec~ually responsible with 
the man of ~vcalth. T h e  question is that of eternal 
destiny; and the man \vho is groping in the dark 
shoulcl not be told that lie is a11 right. I_Ie should 
have his ciarkness and cleception driven a\\-ay by 
receix-ing t l ~ c  clear light of the infallible ZYoi-d. 

The  warning give11 by James should not be over- 
loolied: " Go to now, ye rich men, weep and lio\~.l 
for your miseries that s11;lll come upon you. Your 
riches are corrul)ted, and your garments arc motli- 
eaten. Your gold and silver is cankered, and thc 
rust of them shall be a witness against you, and 
shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped 
treasure together for the last days." James 5: l -3.  
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Thus  does this scripture not only call attention to 
the l 1  treasure " t1i;lt shall be " 11eal)ecl together for 
the last clays," but it also tells of the "miseries" 
that sh;~l l  cause these "rich men"  to "weep antl 
honl," ancl [if their unused wealth tliat "shall cat 
their flesh as it \vt;rt. fire." 

T h e  l>resent seizing of the wealth of the world 
and its n;;~nton clispl;lJ~, hy a conipar;ltively f c ~  men, 
form a large part of thc seecl-solving for tliat \\-orld- 
wide rcign of terror that is being. 1 l ;~~ tcncd  on.  :It 
different t i n~es  s ~ n  all portions of the worltl 1la1.c had 
to pass througll the rcvo1utic~)nal-y horrors that 
cong-ested ancl grincling jvcaltll has ])i-otl~~cecl ; but 
that \\-liicli confronts us to-da}. is not 1oc;ll, hut 
universal ; and thc most distressing povcrtj7 tliat can 
be found is not more to be piticd than thc lnen of 
colossal wealth ; for s~nouldcring beneath the. I~ancluet 
11;ill aunt1 a11 tlic luxuriant, extra\-agant dissipations 
and t1isl)lays of the rich, n1ay be clc;ll-l!. see11 and 
Ilcarcl the threatening tolicli~ of thc ~oci;l l  \:olc;lno, . . 
I llc position of the rich is not ;In cn~.iat)lc o n e .  T h c  
Wort1 of (;od l)l;~ces the mattcr in its ti-uc: light, ant1 
rich antl poor alike shoulcl gi\.c llcctl to thc f;lithful 
\\;arnings. 

L2;hc.n the \\'ol-d of Got1 s;lys, " Go to ye 
rich men, \veep ant1 1lon.l f o r  J-our miseries that shall 
come ul)on you,"  it is a \\-ai-ning tll;lt is not to be 
a s  h>- liglitl!-. Tlif-.re is to 1)c only a 
1 1 weeping " but a " ho\vling " 1)ccausc of 11 iiiiseries " 
tliat shall come ul)oi~ the rich. I t  must be observccl 
that the misery that causes this \veel)ing antl ho\vling 
of the rich is not something that (~;od brings u ! ~ ) n  



them in the form of a judgment or cliviile punishment, 
! L  but it is something that shall come " ul)on them. 

In ot1lc.1- words, it is thc harvest for which they have 
1)een sowing. They  have aggravated tllc poor and 
unfortunate l)y luxurious vices, and  '' \v:~nton " extra\-a- 
gancc, and soon they will be sc:ik)ing wh;~t they have 
sown. :I ~nclre definite truth c;lnnot he found than 
the Hihle statement, " Whatsoever a man so~veth, 
t11;xt shall he also reap." This  is the statement of 
a divine I;LW that may be t)bser,rxl everywhere. Our 
reaping 111ust a1waj.s he the fruit of what \ve sow. 

,And in this connection it should be stated that 
the man of moderate wealth, the one who has made 
a good living for himself ant1 family, and built himself 
a neat and comfortable home, but who cannot be 
ranlted among the financial kings, will be strucli by 
the calamities predicted in this l)ropl~ecy the same 

L L as the great money barons " unless he is put on 
his g-uar-d, and  prepares himself against it. 

God has permitted little corncl-s of the world a t  
different times to e n x t  some of the scenes that are 
here foretold a s  being universal in the " last days." 
T h e  rllost ilotable of these scenes is the one familiarly 
ltnown to cverybody a s  the " I<evolution and 
Reign of Terror." Those who are accluaintcd with 
the history of thxt time ltnow that reason was not 
allo~ved to act. T h e  1-irtues of the individual were 
not investigated. B u t  the popular cry was raised 
against rnen and  women, ancl they were marched to 
the guillotine, in whole platoons, day after day. 

R'Icn should be able to read in unmistakable 
1:lnguage the signs of thcsc times. T h e  banding 

tog.ethcr o f  c\.ery trade ancl labouring occupation of 
~ \~ha teve r  liind, ancl the popular clainour that is heing 
sti~.rccI 111) ;lg;linst the rich cannot be long in reaching 
a terrible cliinax. If this scripture prophecy was left 
entii-el!. out of thc calculation, men should learn from 
the reading of history alone that the conditions of 
to-day are  rushing the wol-ld along to a general 
hurricane of revolution. T h e  situation is such that 
it cannot be a\rcrtccl. Just as surely a s  effect follows 
cause, just that surely rnay we expect to see ;L world- 
wide revolution and  generxl reign of terror. In that 
time the inan who lives in a gootl house n-ill be m;lcle 
the tarqet for the bomb and torch. T h c  fact that 
he is in coinfortable circumstances will be ;dl the 
evidence recluircd before the " violent " j u r -  that will 
try his case a t  the mob's tribunal. I'ossessing l~onesty, 
integrity, and  virtue, or lacking thesc things, I\-ill not 
clltcr into the count. In times of rcs\.olution, reason 
does not bear rule ; it is sc:ntime~lt and ~ ~ o p u l a r  
impulse that drives the rnoh ;ilong to clo their revolting 
acts of violence. 

11-e have seen in a preceding chay~ter that these 
last  days are to be cl~aractcriscd 1,y " violence," and 
this clash hctwecn capital and labour is onc among 
the ingredients that will be worlied into the stormy 
conflict. 110 not throw this matter aside by saying, 
L' This  is s ~ t c h  a d;lrI,: picture." I t  is perfectly clear 
from the wor-ltl's stanclpoint that the picture is a dark 
one. I t  is true, ncvcl-theless, ;lnd therefore we should 
give it our at tent ion;  for if we properly consider 
it and propel-ly relate ourselves to it, we need not 
be afflictctl with any of the miseries of the time. 







h * A  ffl 
6" 

J .. 
C ; , 0 9  " 2 " R  - 9 = .A C 
2-2 e " ,  
0  g - 2  9 , - +  c e ffl .4 

a.2 L)D =r: 
G r h  + c r  5 
iz F *  . + 
y 1 3 c  

T rd 
3 - ffl 2 .- y - 

E L +  -$ 3 5  
2 $ 2 3  

5 D p  zc; 
9 G70 
2 
a 2  3 

C - 2 
9 
0 , E L  
h* % 

0 m Lo 

X 2 4  r, 
2 - 7  .A  

E e l 2  . Y  
.5 2 
rl & z  2 a.2 

9 a %  * 

I - L i  ' * * 2 . -  * .s 2 g 2 ,%" "  .- 
'LC . - . -  g g z  2 7  : 

9 5 t ~ 3  
C c, S "..$ g. 0 

d .- 3 . -  LC * g z  kc .?  g 5 
c 9 .= L . 2 -  M 5 5 
2 . 2  m > 

5 2 % "  
z s 9 m  C ^ - U Y 
" 0 )  S h Z  

. + / i m 3 3 ,g .g ' 2 - ! = 2 =  * 
+ v  ' . -  C _$ .- 
h 5 i 0 2 

m C ru 
3 LIsCy.L(s::  m 0 ffl 

4 . - 2 . - - 
d & - T  C 

G .5 .4 r. 
L 

3" F E  f f l . 5  y 
GD - H 

m e C $  .J ., 
9 - .,A E .- 5 > s 

( o u 5 . ,  
0 ' Z  + 
+- *.","-",% 0 +: ,, 
.- * 
x - u 5 .d - 2  + & 5 
ci u 0  - 0 s  

C 
+ 

.A  25 " - 322c 3 2 . - $ $, =;,z 5 4 s  









ill " 2 + + -  
2 E 

'i; 

2 
3 -0 cl E 3 ' 2  .E 2 -  2 2 . :  - 
E + b g c  

h C X O Z  2 2 " ; t ; % ' Z  
r. A 2 $ e  

s + + % w ? i l l Z  A 

m e v  ZL 3 9 
0 0 - 2 7  2 
S - ? c  e -  
L Z >  m % , g /  24 w  

3 g b  
+ " z ; % " o $  

L, > L U  

m C .- J= .? 
3 3u  + c 
= ,  9 3 . 7  - 

Z $ b  - a  Q 
5 # L ill = u & w  

F 

2 .= ...s +-$ 
m o  + +, . F 8 0 %  5 v . - , . r-. 

> n  1 
i 

I c C s z z . : $ G  - 0;-z5cu - a s . .  
G $ z T ; . 5  

z e z x  
5 . ; ; , 2  % 25  E x - -  

cl rl 







290 Wcralds of fhe lWorni~tg 

in detail, in order to show the contrast between 
naval warfare then and now. The  first battle 
between iron-clads was fought in the recent pas t ;  
but both the ships and carlnori of that tiine are 1-ery 
primitive when placetl beside those in use to-day. 

For instance, i f  it had 1)een the battle-ship 
Orcgo~z that met thc ,Ilcrri~nnc-or, for that matter, 

One of the b ig  cnllnoiz heirzg tmit.;borted or? n sbecinlly corzstr~trcterl car ,  nzarle 
of tile b;st boiler stual, urrtl replririrrg 33 wiiccls to  stlbbort i t .  

had she met tlie Merri77zac and tlie JIonltor combined 
-on that illarch morning in 1SG2, the \tory would 
have been T el-y diffei-rn t. I t  W;LS considered remarli- 
ablc the11 that the Alcrrinzl-rc and the llloltitor began 
firing at  each other \vhen they ncre a 111ile apart, 
c\.en though tlicir shots could malie no impression 
on the iron IT-alls a t  which they wcre aiming. Hut 
the Orcgo~z would not consider it a very great feat, 
in the quiet waters of IIampton Iioads, to tui-11 one 
of  her big thii-teen-inch guns on a tarqet lllie tlie 
,Tlerriiizac a t  a d15tancc of three miles, ;~11tl expect to 
hit her with near1)- el-ery shot. She has four of 
these thirtcen-inch guns, and one of thein can be 
loaded, aimed, and fired about every three and a 
half to  four minutes. 1111 four of these guns call be 
swung to either broadside a t  the same time ; hc~lce 
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one of these thirteen-inch shells can be thrown from 
her four guns combined on an  average of one a 
minute. These shells, xeighing elel.en hundred 
pounds, are thro\\rn with fix-e hundred and fifty 
pounds of po~vder;  and instcad of one of them 
bounding fro111 the sides of the Mcr r i~ )~ac ,  it \vould 
crash through such a 1-cssel fl-om side to side, or froin 
end to end, for that matter, and still ha\-e force 
enough left to  drix-e through two or three more such 
craft. Tlle stl-iliing energy of a thirteen-inch shell 
as it leaves the muzzle of the gun is thirty-three 
tliousand six hundrcd and twcntj--se~-cn foot-tons. 
That  is to say, if its force n-as gr:~dually applied, it 
~vould lift that iluinber of tons one foot high-a 

sufficient force to lift thc cruiser L'izcaya (sel-era1 
times 11ea1-icr than n-as the ~;l.lcl-l-i~n~-rc) four feet into 
thc xi]-. 

These facts sho\17 that a bxttlc-ship like the 
Orcgoic could 11;1\-c kept completely out of thc range 
of the Lllcl-rirn~c.c's and the AIIo~tifol-'s guns while she 
easily brolie the vessels to pieces u.it11 her thirteen-inch 
shells. But,  in addition to thirteen-inch guns, battle- 
sl1il)sof tlic Orcgo~t class carry ciglit eight-inch guns, 





294 Heralds  of the Il.lorlzitzg 

have already been mentioned. Then  among their 
smaller guns there inay be some four-inch canncn 
firing fifteen thirty-three-pound shells a minute, and  
such machine pieces as the illaxil11 nine-pounder, that 

fires sixty of such missiles per 
minute-one every second ;. 
also some six-pounder auto- 
matics, firing onc hundred 
and  fifty shots per ininute ;. 

and some of the one- 
pounders firing t h r e  e 
hundred shells a minute. 
Then  the inilitary nlasts 
and other convenient 

-- -- -- ..... . . . . . . . . . 
p a r t s  11rould h a v e  a 

p r o p e r  s u p p l y  of the 
Nortar elevated for firing. 

regulation machine guns, 
firing from six hundred to tnrelve hundred of the 
common infantry rifle-bullets per minute. 

Such a modern ship, of course, ~vould have a well 
fortified base of supplies. These fortifications ~vould 
be built after the most approved plans of modern 
t imes;  and  in addition to  the small machine guns. 
and  the r;xpid-fire cannon already describe& some 
of the eight-inch and  thirteen-inch guns would be 
mounted on disappearing carriages. These carriages. 
enable  the gunner to load his piece, take his aim, 
and  fire from behind the embankments, without being 
exposed to the direct fire of the enemy. In this 
modern fort would also be several batteries of up-to- 
da te  mortars. T h e  harbour that the mortars protect 
is all diagrammed; and  bj. careful practice a n d  
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calculation, it is possible to drop a shell in any section 
where a hostile ship is located. T h e  mortar battery 
is out of sight behind the impenetrable embanlimcnts, 
and its action is wholly directed by telephone by thc 
commander, who is on soine eminence of observation 
out of danger froin the enemy's guns. This  fort 
would also be supplied with one or more sixteen-inch 

, Olze section of a rriovtnr battery i n  actzon. 

breech-loading cannon. T h e  latest and biggest gun 
of this type is a few inches less than fifty feet in 
length, and weighs one hundred and forty tons. T h e  
powder chamber is over one and a half feet in diameter 
and  about nine feet long. T h e  shell weighs two 
thousand three hundred and  seventy pounds, and the 
powder charge is one thousand and sixty pounds. 
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thirty yards. In  the actual test seventy-five per 
cent. of the shots fell within this rectangle, and  a 
rectangle of two hundred and ten by one hundred 
and fifty-six feet would have contained them all. 

" This  test was made with shells charged with 
one hundred pounds of explosive, the composition of 
which was : Nitro-glycerine, eighty-seven per cent.; 
guncotton, seven per cent.; camphor, four per cent.; 
carbonate of magnesia, two per cent. 

1 1  In the same test, tn-o shells of this size were 
fired from different guns a t  a llillside three thousand 
seven hundred yards distant across the harbour 
entrance. T h e y  struck sixty-one feet apart. T h e  
craters formed in the soft rcd rock by the explosions 
were bo~vl-shaped, one being twenty feet in diameter 
by four feet deep, and  the other thirty feet in diameter 
by six feet deep." 

T h e  reader understands, of course, that  the shell 
is thrown froin these dynamite guns by the force of 
compressed air, so as  not to  give such a sudden 
shock a s  to explode thein in the gun from which 
they are fired. W h a t  would be the effect of the 
bursting of one of these shells on the deck of a ship 
or anywhere near it in the water! 

Now, it would not be making a wild conjecture 
a t  all to say that if all the navies of every nation in 
all the world, covering every moment of the earth's 
history down to March 9, 1862, when the Merri~tzac 
and the Monitor fought their duel, could all be 
resurrected, together with all their great commanders 
and valiant marines, and all gathered into one place, 
a single battle-ship, with all the latest and  best 
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improvements, would have no fears nor run any 
great risks in meeting them alone and single-handed. 

T h e  Illz~strated London Xcws made a most intcr- 
esting comparison between the Dreadnoz~gJ~t, the 
most efficient ironclad in the n-orld, and the Victory, 
Nelson's flagship, a ship n-hich the famous admiral 

1 1  declared to be in all essentials the most efficient 
three-decker in the Royal I . '  T h e  contrast 
betveen the strength and capabilities of the tn-o 
vessels is most striliing. A perusal of the coniparisons 
wllich were set forth in the following interesting 
table will be found 1-er5-  instruct^^ e :- 

' Dreirdnol,glit V ic tory  

Time building . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Total cost 

1)isplacement . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . .  Total weight broadside 

Heaviest guns . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . .  Weight of charge 
. . . . . . . . .  Time to mahe gun 

. . . . . . . . . . .  Cost per gun 
. . . . . .  Average weight per gun 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Complement 
1,ength . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Breadth 
. . . . . . . . .  Mean load draught 
. . . . . . . . .  Number of guns 

Speed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I ( J  ~ n o n t h s  
{1,797,497 
1 7,'JOO tons 
0,800 lbs. 

12 inch 
20.5 111s. 

11 to 15 months 
gl l ,O00 
58 tons 
780 men 
490 feet 

82 ft.  
20 ft 6 in. 

37 
I f  knots 

5 years 10 months 
~ 8 ~ , 0 0 0  

3,400 tons 
1,160 lhs. 

G inch 
I Oh Ibs. 

4 guns a week 
ij57 ' 

56 c n t .  
850 men 

22Gft. Gin. 
52 ft.  
25 f t .  
104 

10 hnots 

W h a t  chance could the best man-of-war of only 
ten years ago have had against such a mammoth 
fighting machine as  the Dreadnought? England 
having set the pace in the construction of these 
gigantic vessels, other countries immediately set about 
the building of battle-ships which could meet t he  
Dreadnought on equal terms. France, Germany, 
Russia, the United States, and  Japan are  all actively 
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destroy the torpedo-boats. One of the earliest at- 
tempts to use the toi-pcdo-boat occurred in the Civil 
W a r  of the United States. All the nations immedi- 
ately toolr to experilnenti~ig n-ith this forin of craft, 
and soon they had a boat that would run as  high 

as  t h i r t y  to 
A I t h i r t y - t h r e e  ~ - ~ 

lrnots an hour. 
T h e  torpedo 
w a s  also im- 
proved, u n t i 1 
. i t  c o u l d  b e  
s c 11 t straig-ht 
ahcacl LI 11 d e  r 
its own elec- 

L. 5 
I 

tric power for 

Sonze , < r . r r ; , i  of sln~r~-h~rr~~riri.i bou~ l< , r .  5 1 1 9 .  1. i, nrril i h r , w  l1 a l1 
{ I t ?  /x>:c<7e? />e.fo!-e i t  i s  bz11.1zt. <r11(7 2, '!, , r , ? < i  6 c r f l c , , . .  - a r d s  a t  the 

spcccl of thi~-tj--o~le Iinots, ;111tl it cai-rics from one 
huntlrr(1 to  two llunclrccl pounds of guncotton with 
n.hic11 io  1)lon- ul) thc o1)jcct ; ~ t  nllich it is ; ~ i ~ n c d .  
TT'hlle tlicse tcsril~lt- ~ns t~umc-nts  have been in 1)rocess 
of clc\ clol)incnt, the I-;ll)id-fire runt1 machine guns have 
been invcntcd 21x1 pcrfccted for the purpose of - 
clc.stroyillg them ant1 the boat5 that carry them. 
IIow successfully thi5 has beell accompllslled lvas 
clen~onstrated by the inal~ility o f  ;1ny tor1)edo-boat to 
get within striking distance of the ~ l n ~ e r i c a n  fleets 
in the 11 ar with Sllain. 

The  slow-burninq, smol~eless 1)ondcr has becn one 
of the most iml~ortant factors in the develo~~ment  of 
these pon-erful modc-rn guns. This lmwclcr, a s  sho~vn 

in the illustration, does not explode all a t  once, but 
begins to burn through the holes in the centre; and 
the  longer it burns, the greater is the surface that  
i s  exposed, thereby increasing the power as  the 
projectile travels through the barrel of the gun. T h ~ s  
i t  will be seen that  in these newly-devised \vcapons a 

..,&----. mass of powder is not ignited 

dpyx \$x  -. all a t  once, to malie a great 
bursting force on the gun 
itself, but the ~~rojec t i le  is 

- . s t ;~r tcd  with a sort of 1)uslii11g 
+'./? ; - 
<@.:Jn ~5-5 - < .- 3' . 

< g& :~-:G. -9- ,- movement that  cc~)ntinucs to - <iad.?>:+:y 
1- 

. : 5Fcfi<:::< 
increase all the time it is 

:-:@ travelling from the hi-ecch to 

s1on.-burning 
-~ 

pon-der it 11;~s . 

been possible g o  

g-reatlj- to increase / \ 
/' 

the lenqth of the 
gun, \\ l i i le  t h e  
diamctcr is not so =- 

means a~ it \ Y O U ~ ~  A 111habb~oi z+rg gli,r fii zrlg. 

have to be with thc old-fashioned po~vdcr. But  it 
may be safely said that experiments u-it11 slow-burning 
~)owclcr are only in their infancy. There can be no 
forecastinq ~vliat may be done with it in the immediate 
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England carried into South Africa the most highly 
perfected weapons of these days, but thc Boers faced 
them with bravery and courage-and, on the other 
hand, the Boers were armed with modern weapons, 
and thousands of the homes of Britons give silent 
evidence to the courage of their troops i11 the face 
of high-power cannon and the murderous rain of 
machine guns. In her \ \ar  with Russia, \vllole 
battalions of the Japanese army, including officers 
and men, were mown down lihe grass, but still thcy 
charged again and  again. 

Pride of nationality and the ambition to achieve 
renolvn on the field of battle always have been and 
always w ~ l l  be sufficient incentives to drive men into 
the face of death, even when it seems almost certain 
that no one -111 come out alive. Hut, notwith- 
standing this courage that has never yet hcen wanting 
in soldiers, there is a feeling of clread in the hearts 
of men a t  the contemplation of the fexrful slaughter 
that will be made in the next great n-ars. 

T h e  support and ecluipmcnt of these great armies 
and  n a ~ i e s  are t;islng the resources of the nations to  
the utmost ; and this tau must e le r  become more 
and more burdensome, until the final crash is reached; 
for the expensive n a ~ i c s  and thcir equipmcnts that  
were thoroughly up-to-date fi \c je;lrs ago arc now 
so far behilld that  thcy h;lr-e to bc almost built over 
anew; and the ecluipments of  tlle soldier that were 
the very best five years ago har-e to give place to 
more modern l\eapons instead. In  this mad military 
race each cocntry is anxious to keep abreast of the 
t imes; but,  uhile thcy supply the most perfect 

facilities to-day, there is no assurance that the papers 
to-morrow will not announce some new weapon that 
mill render useless all the previous great expense 
incurred for the munitions of war. 

A few statements from leading military men and 
statesmen will show how they view the war situation 
a t  this time. General Nelson A. Miles, commander 
of the United States Army, after his inspection of 
the arnlies of the Old \\'orld, said :- 

< <  I have seen all the great armies of Europe 
except the Spanish army. W h a t  I lznue seen does 
not indicate tltat tlte ~~zillennizc~tz is a t  lzand, wlten 
sulords wi l l  be beaten in to  ~ l o z ~ g l ~ s l ~ a r e s . "  " There 
are t\vo impressions entertained by many of our 
people that,  in my opinion, are  not well founded, 
even if they cannot be regarded as  illusions; and  
they are  certainly entitled to  full and impartial 
consideration. One  is that  we have reached the 
millennium, tha t  the world has become sufficiently 
enlightened to  abhor war, and to settle all its national 
and  international affairs on intelligent and humane 
principles. W l t a t  facts wi~-rrrant suclz a Pleasing 
sent i~l~etz t ,   belie^, or IzoPe? T h e  heralds of time that 
record the passing years and months record also 
national strife ana  wars in some part  of the world. 
There  never was a time in the whole history of the 
world when s c  much ingenuity, wealth, and skill 
were employed in the invention and construction of 
appliances of war." 

T h e  great German military leader, Yon Moltke, 
in describing the war struggles and preparations of 
recent years, wrote thus :- 
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1 1 Generally speaking, it is no longer thc ;~inbltion 
of monarchs which endangers peace, but the impulses 
of a nation, its d~ssatisf:lction nit11 its internal 
conditions, the strifc of parties, and the intrigues of 
their leaders. T h e  great wars of recent times have 
been declared agxin\t the nish ant1 will of the 
reigning powers. To-day the cjuestion is not so much 
whether the nation is strong enough to n~al tc  war 
as whether its government js powerful enough to 
pre\ ent ~var." 

-At the beginning of 189G Mr. Franklin Matthcws 
wrote the following, and his statements are striking 
even to-day :- 

1 1  T h e  new year opened with the long roll in the 
armed cainps of Europe. I t  sounded also through 
the United States,  and its echoes reverberated against 
the ~nountains  and in the \alleys of Venezuela and 
every other country on the American continent. T h e  
clash of arms was heard in Southern Africa, and the 
eyes of clery nation nere  fiscd intently on Great 
Britain. :Ir~nenia and its horrors nerc  forgotten. 
\Vould England fight? T h e  great, proud, and 
boastful Englaiid mas face to face n i th  a s  great a 
c r i s~s  as any natlon in modern tiincs has ever met. 
She  was alone, and the war-dogs of every other 
country were almost eager to jump a t  her throat. 
Her  people had sung, ' Britannia liules the Waves,' 
untll the nation had almost felt herself invincible. 

. i l  Then it Jvas that tllc long roll sounded. Russia 
set her eyes tc~warcl Constantinople, France set hers 
toward Egypt,  Germany set hers toit ard England's 
colonies, and the Sultan trernblcd again when he 

realised that the Armenian atrocities had not been 
forgotten. 

"Every  war office in Europe went over its plans 
of strategy. Every plan of mot)ilisation was scrutin- 
ised. Every nation took account of its stoclc, of its 
munitions of war, and of its financial strength. Tltz  
nerzious strain of kee$iflg tlte fieace, witlz .inillions of 
soltliers ready to jiglzt at nfzy t ime,  seemed to bc 
exhausted, afzd tlzc $eo#lc began to ask i f  it were 
possible to prevent tlzc ,f/a??zcs of i~ztcrfzational jealoz~sy 
and hate from b~rrstijrg fortlz into strifc, u7itlz firactical 
anarchy and clzaos a s  fltc firice to be #aid  for it." 

hlr. William E. H. Lecky says in regard to the 
growth of expenditures for n a r  purposes in England: 
" Between 1835 and 1888 it is said to have increased 
by no less than one hundred and seventy-three per 
cent." -And in regard to the great armies of Europe 
he further says :- 

"Wi th  the present gigantic armies, wars have, no 
doubt, become less frequent, though they have become 
incomparably more terrible ; but can anyone seriously 
contend that  the unrestrained and recltless military 
competition of the last few years has given Europe 
any real security, or that either the animosities or 
the aspirations that threaten it have gone down? 
Are its st;itcsmen confident that  an  ambitious 
monarch, 01- a propitious moment, or an alliance, or 
an invention that materially changes the balance of 
forces, or soine transient outburst of national irritation 
injudiciously treated, might not at any moment set 
it once more in a blaze ? T o  strew gunfiowder o n  
(711 sides m a y ,  no  doubt, #reduce caution, but i t  i s  not 



















out, and the great. arinies and navit:s will be 1)ut 
into motion, hut il l  n littlc ivhilc ;)I1 is c;ilri~ agai11. 
Such things as t1.i is h;lvi: riot o i : ~  LI I - I - ( ' ( ]  i 1.1 SO [.0111:~s1i- 
able ;L manner in I)y-goric rlges, alltl [);~.rticular note 
should be made o f  1 fat. they are fulfilling 
prophecy. (;t>tl i.; indc1t:tl i'u l fi llir~s ~iromise to 
hold the "wintls" of w,lr ancl strife until, ns His 

' 1 1  prophehic \Vord c:sl)resst:s [t ,  we hxvc se:ilrd the 
serv:ui~ts of our God in their for-e'ric:a (1s." 

I t  is necessary to see :111 tlicsc: thiligs it1 their true 
prophetic light ir i  ortler not to I)?  clc.c:c'i\.c:tl I)!, : ~ n y  of 
the delusions ; ~ n d  t1ece~)tive \/oic..c:s o f  t h ~ s  time. 

' i i  \Vhile listening to one of thost; ivho :)I-e say I n s  I)c;lce 
and safety" in this tinlc 1vl1t.n tlic: whole ~vorld is 
on the verge of " sudden desti-uct~o~i," il~iless iv(2 are 
enlightened by the k)rophi:cies, it is t3;lsy for u,; :c) f ; ~ I l  
in with his sirell words, ant1 Iooli ~11)0!1 the efforts for 
peace as a sure evidence that  :\[e 3 I.F c o  h:! \/e no more 
war. It is easy for us to I)e A;lt~:c.~-t.tl by the thoug-ht 
that we of this d;ly :~nt l  ,igt: arc-: too enlightened and 
too llumnne ever to go to iv,rl. ; but theories and 
facts clo not always :~sr-vt.; tl~i(l  \\:ii;lt \we netxi to do 
is to le;lrn to I(ool< ;~.t tilt: t';ic:ts. b ' c :  ca.i\not truly 
and clearly see th,: f:~ct-; co~~i:crrling our o ~ v n  times 
unless we keel) st;~ncling l)eiie;~.tll the g[c:;lt : ;c ;~~rch-l i~ht  
of prol)hccy m t 1 i ; ~ t  tlie focused rri ys of t11 is brilliant 
luminary inay C ; L U ~ C  ui to 1)1crcei\,c th(: true c11aractr.r 
of every shadow of dx:-li~ioss, tllr.ouSlu I~ehoiding the 
gems of al l -~)er \~:~din; ;  for-ci<rio\vIedge, \ i l len \rc: see 
the facts in their trui: l ~ g h t ,  : i~id un:le~-st,l~ici their 
meaning; we I i n i ) ~ ~  th,~ t r1.11 these syin1)tom:; t11;~t Lure 
mist;llic:n for ail cvitl(:~ice of ;I inillcnniutr! of \\-ol-ld- 

\vide peace arc nothing short of the indisputable 
c:vidence that God is fulfilling His prophetic promise 
to hold bacli the s1)irit of Xvar till all can have a 
chance tr, hear and accept the " gospel of tllc 
Iiingdo~n " that is being preached " in all the world 

8 I 

b for a witness unto all nations." 
I Reader, docs it not fill you with wonder and 
I gratitude that the Father of all mercies is so mindful 
f 
I of your eternal interests ? For, once these mighty 
I engines of destruction are set in motion, where is 
i 

the power of mind that would enable one to turn 
away from the terror of the horrible massacre to 
seek and find salvation? T h e  Lord has promised, 
and His promises are sure, to licep all \\rho trust 
Him. By e\:er-y means that divine and infinite love 
can suggest, H e  is in\riting a11 to accept fI im ; and 

I 

to as  many as  will reccix-e IIim the promise is : " Hc 
s11;lll dwell on high ; his place of defence shall he 
the  nuni it ions of roclis ; bread shall be given him ; 
his water slii~ll be sure. Thine ej-es shall see the 
King in His beauty;  they shall beholtl the land that 
i i  \.cry far off." lsa. 33 : 16, 17. 

" In tllat (la), shall this song he sung in thc I;111d 
of Jutla11 : \Ye have a strong city ; salvation \\.ill 
(;od appoint for \\.ails and hul\\arlis. Open ye the 
gates, that the riglltec~)us nation which l ieel~et l~ the truth 
may enter in. Thou  nrilt keep l l i~n in perfect peace, 
\vhosc ~ilind is stajred on ; because he trusteth 
in Thee. Trust  ye in the Lord forever; for in the 
Lord Jehovah is e\.crlasting strengtll." Isa. 2 6 :  1-4. 

T h e  dreain of a uni~ersa l  peace can never be 
re;llised in this \vorlcl \vhile it is filled \\,it11 xviclted 
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; ln t l  thc. moon shall not c;lusc: ht.1. ligllt to shine. 
I 

Ancl I \vill puilish the \\-orlcl lol. thcir c\.il, ;incl the 
wiclted for their iiiicluity; ant1 T i l l  cause: the 

I 
;trrogancy of tlie 111-oucl to cc:;tsc, ; l i l t 1  \ \ - i l l  lay low 
the haug.lltiness of the tcrri1)lc. I 1\-i11 ~ii;ll<c a 11i:xn 
more pr(xcious than fine golcl; ?I-cxn ;l n lan  t11;ln thft 
goltlen \vecl;~:.e of Opllir. Therefoi-t: J \\-ill ~11;~lic th(: 
heavens, and the e;lrth shall rc.mo\-tc out of her l)l;lcc:, 

in the wrath of the 120rd of hosts, ; l ~ l c l  in the day of 
1 Tis fierce anger." Jsa. 13 : 6- 1.;. 

This  scriptui-c also 1)oints tc) tlic tiinc \vIlcn " the 
day of thc Lord is at  hantl;" ant1 in hai-rnoilj. wit11 
sci- i~~tures  noticctl i n  yrrecccling cchal~ters, it sho\vs th;lt 
men, 1)ccause o l  tllcir inicluity, " a~.rog-:~ilc~~," " pritlc," 
ancl " haugl~tincss," m;tl.te it ncccss;lsv for the Lo1.d 
to 111-c~nouncc tht: cltrc:~-txct, " I \\.ill punish tlie worltl 
for their evil," and " tlcsti.oy t l ~ c  sinners thereof out 
of it." Uut (10 not fail to note tll;~t this scripture 
says, " I  \ \ i l l  ~11alic. tllc: l~c;l\-cns, anel the earth shall 
reinovc out of llcr- place, i l l  the nr ;~ t l l  of the J~,ord 
of hosts, ancl in tllc clay of l l i s  jici-cc ati,ger." Thus  
this prophecy, too, forc~varns 11. o f  a \.c.~y great 
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tlie i s  I I I I ol)cn, a1111 the 
, - 

foundations of the earth clo ~h;llic. l h c  c;lrth is 
u t t o l - 1  1- l ) r o l , ( ~ l ~  
clo\\-~i, 111~:  c;~rtll  is 
clc$;1n ilissol\-ctl, thc 
earth is nlc-;cll cs- 

ct.c.clingll-. T lr I: 

L; \ l<~l~II s11.11,1, l < l : i : I ,  

1-0 . \ X I )  1:1<0 l J IK i :  .4 

1) 1: L- 5 I<  -1 1< 1) , .I !i 1) 

SHAI-I, 131: 1<1~ :~1OYl : l )  

LII<l,: ;\ C - O ~ l . T : \ ( ; I ~ ;  

ancl tllc: t ~ . ; l ~ ~ s , q ~ - t ~ s ~ i o ~ ~  
tl1c.1-cof s11;111 
11c.;1\-y L I ~ ) O I I  it, ant1 
it s11;lll f ; l l l ,  ;lntl 110t 

r e  I .  .\lit1 it 
s11;1ll co111c: to 11;tss 
in  t11;lt tl;l\-, th;lt tile 
I.or(1 s11;tl I l ~ u ~ ~ i s l ~  
. . ? . 3 . .  

porc,er of t i ic  ~ . ' , r - t l r v ~ , ~ r l ; c .  
O I I C ' S  t l l ; i t  ; ~ I - c  o n  

h i ~ h ,  ;tntl tllc liings o f  t l ~ c  c.;irtll L I ~ ) O I I  tile eilrth. 
,\ntl they s11;111 l)c g;lthc.~.c.(l togr*tl~e~.,  ; I S  l)l.i.;o~~crs 
;Ire g.:~the~-ctl i n  the ])i t ,  ;11i(1 sh;111 I ) t .  shut 111) in 
tlle 1)1.i.;on, ; ~ n d  aftcsr m;ln)- 1 1 1  t h ty  be 

, - 
1-isitvtl. 1 hen tlle nlooii sh;~l l  1)o confountlc,cl, ant1 
the sun ;~.;h;lrnt:ci, I\-1lc.n t l ~ c :  J,c)l-tl o f  llosts s1i;lll rvign 
in hlaunt Zion, ant1 in Jcrus;~lcln, ant1 1)efore Ilis 
ancients gloriousl!-." Isn. 24 : 1-0, lG-23. 

Again in this scril~ture is the ,ql-c;lt sinfuliie.;~ of 
( 1  ' earth's closing d ; ~ y s  pi-escntctl. The c;~rtll  ;l'ts~) is 

tlc,fi i d  unclrr tllc inhabitallts thereof ; l~ccausc theJ. 
h ;~\ .c .  tr;~iis~tc.ssc.tl the la\\-s, changed the ordin;tnce, , 
t)~-ol;cn the c\.cl-l;lsting co\.cn~unt," sa!.s the prol)hct. 
T I t r  states ;~ lso  that " the  tl-eacherous ilcalers Ilave 
clcalt treacllei-ouslj- ; \-ex, the tl-eachel-ous dcalcrs 11al.t. 
clc.;llt \x ry  tl-eacllc.1-ousl\- ;" and, sl)eal<ing c-,f tlle eal-th, 

( 1  
1 1  s ,  Tllc t r a ~ s i - i o  t11e.1-eof shxll he heavy 
u lmn it." Kote, too, that this scriptui-e atlds its 
tc~stimony to tllc fact tint tllc e.lemc:nts \\.ill he rzlgiilg 
;it tlie close of t i~ne .  Obser\-e its thrillingly-clear 

I'osf Wtice. S ~ r i f  I : T I I I I C ~ . Y C I ) .  1 1 ~ / ( , 1 . e  fltc, c ~ r t . t i i o i r ~ r k e  t11i.s s t i . e ~ t  w a s  l m e l .  

stateinents : " I3ehold, the Loi-cl i1ial;ctll the cart11 
c~npt!., and 1nal;c:th it \\-astc, and turncth it u~jside 
cio\\,n.'' And again, " The  1:uitl s11;lll 1)c utterly 
cinptiecl, and utterly spoiled: for tllc 1,ord hath 
stmketi this n.ol-d.'' 'Illen f l  the startling 
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and the terrific fury of the tempestuous hur-ricanes 
that leave such destruction in their \\.;ilie. Kot alollc 
the 1vestel-n prairies of Ainericrx, the rc-cognised home 
of the cyclone, but the mo~-c dcnsel y pol)ul;\ted 
districts of the eastern States, \\.it11 the old historic 
counti-ies of Europe and the Orient, feel the desolating 
power of the great cyclone. T h e  cyclone cellars, and 
other places of refuge from these stornls (a device, 
by tlle \v;xj-, that our fathers l i n ~ w  nothing- about), 
testify to the fear that has ;llre;ltlj- lwen created in 
the ininds of men by the desolation of the tornado. 
But  there is a better refuge from r;lging storins than 
;lilything inan can de~, ise  ; and in e\-ery " roar " of 
the elements our ear should discern the call to flee 
to  the strong Tower, the only Saviour. 

T h e  reader is 11-ell aware of the great tornadoes 
th;lt have brought destruction upon portions of some 
of the larger cities, as \\.ell as to destroy almost wholly 
some of thc smallcr ones, cluring very recent years. 
This destruction which has been visited only in 1);~rt 
upon the great cities, is yet to s\vccl) o\xr all before 
the close of time ; for n-e 11;~~-e been forewarned, in 
the sc~.iptui-es quoted in this chapter, that " the fruitful 
place " will heconle " a wilderness, t 7 1 1 ~ E  all the citics 
thereof" \\.ill be " hrokcn dotrvt a t  tlze @rcscltce o j  flte 
Lord, and by His fierce anger." Jcr. 4 : 26. T h e  
cities, more than any other part of the \J-orld, are tlle 
great centres of vice and corruption; and because of 
their gross \vickedness, the Lord has given His unfail- 
ing word that they shall " all " be " bro l i e~~  down." 

This breaking down of the cities because of their 
wiclicdness will be done in part, no doubt, through 
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;~;icl more tc.rrihc c1-xs11. T h e  street ht'tls he;1\-c~tl 
in fl-ixl~tful f;lsllion. The: e;ll-th I-oci;c.tl, ;11itl thcn 
canlc the  l ) l o \ ~  tha t  11-rcycl<ccl S;ln Fr;\ncisco from 
y o r  to ocean I,cl;lcli, L~ntl froill t he  (;oldell 
G a t e  to the  cncl o f  th( ,  1)eninsul;~'. . . . 

L L  " 1 he sc.concl upliea\-a1 \\-as hc. ; l~-t-~-c.ntl i~~,~. .  . . . 
D0v-n (;olclcn (;;ltc - \ \-enuc the 11ousc.s c-om~nenced 
ag;ri1l tllcir fantast ic,  ox1-eish d;rncii?g. O n e  long line 
of f ~ - ; ~ m c  I)uil(lings tottc.~.c.d a monlc:nt, ant1 thcn,  just 
as a score: or  mol-t: of t t . ~ - ~ - o ~ - ~ t l . i ~ l i c ~ l ,  I\-liitc-shirted 
hum;lnit!- tried to I-tach t l ~ c  ollcn, it l;li(l Hilt. T h e  
cric~:s of those ~ v h o  ~ i i u s t  h;{\-c: l )er is l~(~t l  ~-c;lcllcd m!. 
e;Irs, :uitl I 11o~)c t11;rt nc1.c.r ;rg:ri11 this side of thc  
gr:\\.c. \\-ill I 11e;ir such  sig11;tls of ;1~011\.. 

< 1 I tul-iit.(l ;11)out from tl1;tt 11oi11t o f  1-ic\\- to s l ~ u t  
~ ~ u t  thc  tc.1-I-iblc siglit, I)ilt \\.li;lt \\-elit 011 o n  ;111 si(1c.s 
cc.crn~(l to  1)c just a i.cl)c.tition of \\il;lt I 11;1(1 ;111-c;ltl!- 
\\-itnc:ssc.tl. IJooliinx (11) (;oltl(yn ( ; ;~ te  ; \ \ - c~~uc . ,  I s;l\r. 
tons ; ~ n d  tons  of 1)ricli ;11ic1 s t o ~ l e  col)i~ig poise ~ O I -  ;l 

i r ;~ct ion of ;I second on 1)e;lin cyntl ant1 tIi(,11 1)lungt; 
into the  street I)c~Io\\.. T h e n  it \\.;ls t l ~ ; ~ t  the  i c l c , ; ~  
fI;lsliecl t h i - O L I ~ ~ I  my mind t h ; ~ t  C;otl is ~litrrciful. \ I - h ; ~ t  
\\-auld 11;lyc I ~ c c n  the: loss of life 11;1cl t hc  :\lmighty 
;~llo\\-etl t11;tt cart1iqual;c. t o  occur in nlic1-(1;1!- ? 

L L Sudclt.nl!-, ;IS sliar])ly ;111cl a s  ; 1 1 ) r u ~ ) t l ~  ;is it hat1 
I I ,  t h e  e n d  of tllc I - I  I ICuin 
cndc;l\-ourctl, it see~nct l ,  t o  c~uttlo ru in .  -1 \\~orltl of 
r t~ -~~c tu l . ; l l  \\-ol-li Iountl ~-c~st inx-~) lacc~ o n  nlotlicr e;11-th. 
Et 11t stc.c.1 gii-dcrs ; ~ n t l  11uxe 1,locl;s c ,f  tlecorati\-ck 
stonc.,s m;ltlc their slecl~inx-l) l ;~cc l)cssitl(: ;111 this. 

" 21 cloud of (lee11 (lust hung tc-11;lciously almut 
the  Ci ty  H;111. I I-ea1ist.d tha t  t11t.1-c se)~nct l l i~ ig  

dreadful  11acl happened. '4s the  \vind carried t h e  
dust  away ; ~ n d  uncol-ered t h e  ruins, there  s tood a 
mountain sheared of all its c r o ~ ~ ~ n i n g  glor).. I t  could 
11e fittingly com1)arecl \\-it11 a 1nount;xin t h a t  h a d  passed 
through a forest fire. T h e  do111c a l ~ ~ ~ e a r e t l .  like a 
huge bircl-cagc :~gaiiist t h e  n i o r ~ ~ i n g  d;lu-n. T h e  upl)er 
worlis of t h e  entire 1)uilcling ];lid pe;~ceably--if t h a t  
term c;\n 'be used-in t h e  street  belo\\.. 

6 i After  I h a d  c1ran.n mj-self t o ~ e t h c r  1 found m y  

way  t o  m y  home,  \\-here, thanli  G o d ,  t h e  nl-ecli h a d  
not been a s  coml~ le te  a s  many  others I 11;1cl witnessed. 
T h e n  it n-as tha t  I re:~lised tllc contlition of a n  
excitement-crazecl po1)ul;lcc. Herds  of huclclled crc;\- 
tures, at t ired i11 nes t  to nothing,  occu1)ied the  centre  
of t h e  streets, not knon-ing \vh;it \\-ould 11apl)rn next 
o r  \\-hich \\.ay they would turn  for safet!.. I<acli and 
every person I saw was temporariljr insane. Laugh ing  
idiots commented on the  fun  thcy \\.el-c ha\.ing. 
Ter ro r  niarlied their faces, ; ~ n d  j7et thcir voices 
indicated a eel-tain enjojvmcnt t h a t  maniacs ha\-e 
\\.hen thcy kill and glozit 01-er tllcir pre!.. \l:omcn, 
hj-sterical to  a n  c x t r c ~ n c  point, cried ;mtl l,r;l!.ed for 
those they lo\-cd \\-lien tlicy \\.ere st;111ding. :at thcir  
e l b o , ~ .  hlotl~ci-s  se;lrclied madly  for their children 
\vho h a d  st]-;l!-ed, n.hile little oncs ~vai led  for their 
protectors. I t  \\-as bedlam. 

L 6 Strong men b e l l o ~ ~ ~ e d  like babies in their furor. 

All humani ty  lvithin eyesigllt \\-as su  ffu-ing from pals!,. 
N o  one knew which n~ay t o  turn,  n l icn  on all sides 
of them destruction st;lred them in the  \-el-?. c:j7e. A 
nurnber of slight trcnlors followed t h c  fii-st seven 
series of shoc1;s. ,Is eac'h cxmc in turn fearful  asony 
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s11rc;~d over the countenances of the afflicted ones. 
Tcrror st;lmped its marli on el-ery brow. 

1 L Then an  unnatural light dimmed the rising sun, 
and  the n.ord went forth from every throat :- 

Gcncm2 Post Officc ,  l i i n g ~ t < , n .  .I,r,!irricir. ,f<.strovcrl h?. cn~thqzirrkc.  .Inn. 1.1. 1907. 

" ' T h e  city is ;~l,l;~ac:. \\.e nil1 all he burned, 
This  must be the encl of this Iviclied world.' Froin 
down south of R1arl;et Street the glare grew and 
grew. T h e  flaincs shot heaven~vard and liclied the 
I .  I t  l o~ l i ed  as if the end of the 11-orld \\-;ts surely 
a t  11:~ntl. 

" For an hour or more after that terrible shock 
which sllool\r thc t~uildings of a11 S:un Francisco to 
the \-ery foundations, people I\-andered about in ; ~ I I  

inane fashion. Tllei-e was ilo attempt a t  concerted 
;~ction to  hold the sufferers. I'cople were stupefied. 
I lnd  inc.;~n~i~llilc~ the fire burned and hurned." 

Mr. J:uimes I-Topper, a ~ne in t~e r  of the stalf of the 
Cal l ,  San Fr;lncisco, thus dcscrit~es the fire :- 

ll At Teh;lm;l Street I s;~\\; the beginning of the 

fire n~hich n-as to s\\,eep all the district south of 
RIarlcct Sti-eet. I t  nras sn-il-ling up the narroiv way 
~v i th  a sountl that  was ailnost a scream. Before it 
the humble ~>opulxtion of the district \Irere fleeing, 
and in its p ;~ th ,  as  far as I coul(1 see, frail shanties 
\\.cnt down like card houses. , lnd this III;L~-1;s the 
true c11ar:~ctcr of the city's agony. Especially in the 

Ruiras of  X:crccrf Triirfi2r. Vo7finr.aiso. Chi l i ,  r r r  urlrirh i t  i s  ( , . ~ t i ? l ! ~ r t ~ ' d  
xUO ficobii, i , iro\l i ,r  ? L 3 0 : ~ ~ t ~ i :  ?L3cr-c k i L I ~ , ~ l .  .Arig. i h ,  1906. 

~ ( I I I U ~ O U S  district south of I\T:~rl;et Street, hut also 
throughout the tit!', huiidi-ctls \\.ere pinned down by 
the dkhris, some to 2 ~iierciful clc;lt11, others to live 
Ilideous minutes. T h e  faines s\\.ept oIrcr them ~vhile  



the s;l\-ed loolied on im1)otentlj.. C>\-er the ti-agecly 

the fire thre~v its flarning mantle of hypocris)., ;lncl 
the full extent of the holocaust will never be lino\vn, 
will remain el-er a poignant mystcry. . . 

" \Vc started first to co\-cr the firc I had seen start  
011 its n.est\va~-d course frollz 7'llil-d Stl-cct. E'i-oln 
that  time, I 11;lve o1114. ;1 x-;lg-ue l;alcidosco~)ic \-ision 
of whirring a t  n.histling s1)eed througll a tit!. clamned. 
\I"e trictl to m;~l<e the fallen L:runs\\;icli Hotel at  Sixth 
and Folsonl Streets. \i7e could not makc it. Tllc 
scarlet steeplechaser beat us to it, and n.hen n-e 
arrived, the crushed structure n.as only the lmse of 
one great flame that rose to heai-en \\.it11 a sing-lc 
twist. Uy that time n.e 1;ncw that tlle eart11qu;llie 
had been but  a prologue, and that the tr;l<ecly xv;ls 
to be written in fire. \Ve went n-est\varcl to get the 
western limit of the blaze. . . . 

1 < 11t Third Street we caught t l ~ e  starting-point o f  
the fire. I t  had worked north as ~vell  as west, ant1 
the Call Building, the tallest sky-scraper in the tit!., 
\\.;IS Klowing like a phosl)ho~-esccnt n.orm. Cataracts 
of pulx-el-isccl fire pourecl out of the tliousancl ~\,indo\\.s. 
T h e  Esainincr 13uilclin:: across thc: \\-aj. \\.as burning. 
T h e  l'alace IIotel, treasured perhaps ;xbove ever~,tlling 
by Sail Franciscans, was smol<ing, but a s  still 
maliing a magnificent fight. T o  the east the fire hat1 

gone as fi l l -  as Secollcl Street. There it had leapet1 

hlarliet Street tonxrd the north, ant1 \\-as 1.0;11-1ng-, a 
n1;xclsti-om of fl;lme, throux-11 the n.l~olesalc district, 
before tllc south-eastein 1)seezc. . . . 

11 At scven o'clock the staffs of the Call and the 
Chro~zicle rnet for a conference in the ct1itori;ll rooms 

of the Eiqcni~~g BriZleti~i. The  pin1 g l o ~ r  of the fire, 
near by on tliree sttles now, \ \as  the only llg1lt. T h e  
order given to the CJ1ro~zicI~7 inen \v;1s : The  men of 
the Chroaicle will meet at  the Chro~~ic l e  Building 
to-morrow a t  one o'clocl~, if there is any Chro~~tcIe. '  
T h a t  given the Call was : ' Tlle men of the Call 
wili meet a t  the Fairrnont to-morrow a t  one o'clocli, 
if there is any to-~norro~v. '  There was a to-n1orro\~7, 
but long before one o'clock the CJzrolzlclc nraq a gutted 
ruin, and the magnificent Fairmont, lihe a great 
Grcel, temple upon its hill, was blazing lilie a funeral 
pJ.re. . . . 

I night the city burned with a copper glow, 
and all night the clynan~ite of the fire-fighters boomed 
a t  s l o \ ~  intervals, the pulse of the great city in its 
agonj.. \1711en the sun rose, a red wafer I~ellind 
cloutls of smolie that were as  crape, the tidal Ivave 
of fkline had swept three-quarters of it. Nob Hill, 
the Fail-inont, the homes of the pioneer i n i l l i ~ n a i r e s ~ ~  
hlarli Hopl<insl, with its art  treasures, \\.ere xglo\v, a 
ruby tiara upon the city. Before tbe irresistible 
advance, the people nrere fleeing to\v;~rd the sea. 
For  the third time the headquarters of the Government 
hacl been changecl, this time to the North E n d  Police 
Station. B y  eleven o'clocli that was in danger, 
another exodus was made to Franklin Hall ,  on 
Fillnlore Street, once suLurb, now centre. 

" I  walked down Rlarliet Street late in the after- 
noon of the second day. I t  was as  if I wallied 
through a dead city, not a city recently dead, but 
one overcome by some cataclysm ages past, and  dug 
out of its lava. Fragments of wall rose on all sides, 
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I I 
, tlle po~ver \\-as there to clo it, and to  do it easily 

1. ; ~ n d  with dig.iiit>.. I t  was a sul~lilne spect;~cle of 
ITesu~.ius in llis majesty and streilgth, and  this was 
his hour ;  ancl ~vhile the intonations of his voice 
\\-ere xudible, Inan put his hand upon his ~noutl i ,  and 

i T was still." 
L3y this eruption, eighty thousand people were 

d r i ~ ~ c n  froin their homes, 1,300 1;illed ancl wounded, 
and the destruction of property was enormous. T h e  
appearance of the mountnii~ itself was coillpletely 
changed, portions of the cone being blown an-ay by 
explosions, which reduced the height of the north-east 
sicfe by 900 feet. 

;lnother appalling earthqualie which was added 
I 

to the clial~ter of horrors which tool; place in the 
I 

year 1906 occurred ill Cllili on August 16. \'alparaiso 
and tile surrounding district were laid in ruins, and  
S;~ntiago, the capital, a city of four hundred thou- 

I sand people, also participated in a smaller degree, 
in the wholesale destruction ~vhich fell upon her 
seaport. hlany thousands of people lost their lives, 
;~ltliougll, owing to  the i~nineilse quantities of cltbris 
in n hich hundreds of unfortunate victims were buried, 
it has been iillpossible to  obtain a reliable estimate 
of the actual loss of life. At Vina del Mar, about 
three iniles from Valparaiso, nrhere inally of the 
\\-calthy people had erected fine hoines, the clestr~~ctive 
power of the earthqualie was exceedingly\ seTTere. 
T h e  beautiful mansions were torn to pieces, ancl no 
less than one thousand of the inmates perished. 

I'erily the jrcar 1906, as  the Chicago Tribz~lze 
says, In re~riewing the unprecedented record of that 
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tremendous rush of the water causing the destruction 
of the rail\v;~j- 111-idgc. T\vo girders, each 60 tons in 
\\~eight, \\:ere carried 300 yards doivn the river. A 
few weelis later, great floods were reported from 
Ohio, U.S.A. 111 t~veilty to\\-ns the pco1)le \\-ere put 
to  much inconvenience and loss olving to  the gas- 
works having been r cnde r t~ l  telnporai-ily useless as  a 
result of these floods. Froin C u t ~ a  i~c\vs came also 
of de\-astating floods \\.hicll \\.el-e the result of a fall 
of rain of fourteen i i~ches in five hours. Many lives 
were lost and much propel-tjT destro).etl. I n  July of 
the same year stornls of c!.cloilic \:iolcnce raged in 
many parts of the C(11~1111o11\\.c;lltll of ;lustralia. In 
the north-eastern district of Victoria large trees of 
3 f t .  and  4 f t .  in diameter \\-ere tol-11 ul) by the 
roots, and  broliei~ ul), :uld the debris carried before 
the ~virld for sc\lcr;il chains. I'ortions of buildillgs 
\vhich \\-ere n-1-eclied \\-ere carried a\\-a]i- for ahout 
half a mile. A1;lriners o11 the coast of Ne\v South 
IV:~lcs frccluently referred to  the stormy \ \ ,eat l~cr  as 
" the \\:orst they had clrer experiencccl." At J loss  
Vale 125 i~lches of rain fell in fort\.-eight hours, and  
many other districts reported 8 a n d  10 inches. On  
tlle northern ri\-ers traffic and busiiless were suspended, 
and  many of the 1)ublic schools \\.ere closed oning 

?. 

to  co in~~~un ica t ion  11eing cut off. 1 llese storins thzit 
ha\-e already appeared, fc;~rfully desti-uctive though 
they may have been, are but the begiilnings of ~ v h a t  
\\-ill he seen all o\rer the world when God " shall 
sweep away" the last " refuge of lies," and  restore 
again the purity and  truth of 13dcn. 
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1905. After a spell of several weeks of fine, dry 
weather during the 1;lttc:r months of 1903, the days 
bec;~mc gradually hotter, and  the thermometer began 
to crcep up  into the region of the century, indicating 
in a minor degree the unrivoidal~le discon~forts of a 
L L heat xvave." T h c  long, dry grass in the country 
districts, becoming. ignited, thc flames nrcre carried 
hither and thither, 1e;lving 1-11in and desolation in 
their w:llce. At Miltiur;t the heat registered 121 
degrees in thc sh;tdc. C h u rcll worship was suspended, 
birds fell dead from the trees, raisins and currants 
were scorched on the hushes, as by a fire; even the 
inosquitoes could not withstand the intense heat. 
Numbers of fatalities occurrcd Iron1 heat apoplexy, 
and thousands of sheep and ratt le perished in the 
bush fires. 

T h e  reader knows thesc facts too well to require 
more than the merest mention of them. 

IIow strilcingly clear is the evidence God has 
given us of the approach of that "great day " !  1s 
it not truly marvellous that divine foreknowledge, 
thousands of years in a.dvrlnce, could present these 
tllings so graphically ? It  is certain that intinite love 
has by its infinite power entle~voured to malie clear to 
us the signs by which we may know that the one 

11 event of all the ages is even a t  the doors." All 
this testimony is accumulat~ng and presenting itself 
in vivid outlines on every hand. When we hear the 
'1  sea and  the waves roaring ;" whcn the " fearful 
sights and  great signs" thxt there sllall be from 
heaven, together with ' " fa mines and pestilences," 
shall be seen in all the land;  when we behold ' 7 n  

tl:c earth,  blood, and fire, and  pillars of s~noke ; "  
when the "destruction from the Almighty" is laying 
" the land desolate ;" when " the Lord ~n; lke t l~  the 
earth empt!~," ant1 "xv:lste," and  " turncth it upside 
tlow11," and it " is utterly brolcen don~n,"  " cle;~n 
dissolved," " movctl e ~ c e c d i n g l ~ , "  and is '"ecling to 
xncl fro l i l i ~  a drunlcar(1;" when v 1)ehold the 
:nountains, and, lo, they tremble, and a11 the hills 
move liglltly; when we see the " fruitful 11l;lce a 
wilderness, and all the cities thereof brolien down ;" 
when the " treasures of h;lil," with which God will 
1 .  ';\veep ;lwa!- the refuse of lies," are devastating the 

!and ; ant1 when on every hand we see men " scorched 
with great heat ;" aye, whcn the awful raging of all 
the elements is in t11.eadful commotion all a1)out us, 
: ~nd  the stoutest of " men's hearts are f;~ilin): them 
for fear, and for loolcing after those thin<-; that are 
corning 011 the exrth "-then, it is that our Lord 
bids us, " 1,ooli up, and lift up your 11c;lds; for \-our 
r.ec1emption dr;lweth nigh." These multiplied signs 
; ~ 1 1  olrer the nol-lcl, terrible in majcstJr, ponTer, and  
destruction though tlicy may be, are among the 
1lcr;licls 114- which Gocl ~ ~ e r n i i t s  the conling of l l i s  
Son to l)e proclai~ned. T h e  soul is stirred to ~ t s  
deepest and most sublilrle emotions :IS the awe- 
inspirinq !mice of the elements, in tones of the deepest 
thunder's ro;lr, entreats the whole world, " Prepare 
to meet t h ~ -  God." 

Illan\-, in thinking o f  these things, see only the 
terror : 11ut our Ileavenly Father does not desire 
that thesc cornmotions of the elements, nnanifested 
in terrific hut-r.ic:lnes, cyclones, volcanoes, tidal waves, 
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dried up, and the apple tree, even all the trees of 
the field, withered. But this is not all. Read again. 
" The  seed is rotten under their clods, the garners 
are laid desolate, the barns are broken down; for 
the corn is withered. How do the beasts groan ! 
the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have 
no pasture ; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate. 
0 Lord, to Thee will I c r  for the fire hat11 
devoured the pastures of the xvilclerness, and the flame 
hath burned all the trees of the field. The  beasts 
of the field cry also unto Thee ;  for the rivers of 
waters are dried up, and the fire hath de\,ourecl the 
pastures of the wilderness. Blow ye the trumpet 
in Zion, and sound an alarin in My holy mountain; 
let aLi tlte inlzabita~zts of the In~zd trelnble; for the 
day of the Lord cometlz, for it is rligh a t  Izattd." 
Joel 1 : 17-20; 3 : 1. 11-ho can 111istalie the import of 
these thrilling and heart-searching xvorcls ? 

HOW impressive is this chapter of Joel, telling us 
how literally and absolutcly the earth l 1  shall xz-ax 
old as doth a garment," ancl how completely it 
shall inoulder tc  decay! The  words of Isaiah make 
plain the cause of all this: l L  The earth shall reel to 
and fro like a clrunl~arcl, and shall be removed lilie 
a cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be 
heavy upon i t ;  and it shall fall, ancl not rise again." 
Isa. 24 : 20. 

1 1  The  transgression thereof shall t)c Ilea\.\- upon 

it." Then it is the " frt-r~z~sgressiolz"-the curse 
occasioncd by sin-that rcsults in all this ruin anti 
desolation. The  indl\.itlual who chooses to disregard 
the laws of nature, has to sutler the consequences 



of his foil)-. Instead of the rudcl!- glo\\- o f  heaitll, 
the pallor of the countenance silo\\-s that the fit-c~s of 
consulning clisease are burning \\-itl~in. A n d  so with 
our old earth. T h e  curse of " the tr;~nsgression 
thereof " is " 11e;lvy upon it." Man's g-ross iniquities 
have corrupted it, until it, too, is brcaliillg beneath 
the load, and " n-axes old," reacly for the consuming 
fires of the Ixst dllys. Our liind Hea\,cnly Father 
would 11al.e prevented a11 this suffering if sinful man 
had only suhlnitted to the uyooing of His divine and 
amazing love; but this being rejt:ctt.d, the only 
consistent tlling left for thc Lord to do is to allow 
sin to run its course, till the time is reached ivhcn 
every im:l~ination of the thoug-Ilts of man's heart i.; 
only evi l  cont i~~ual ly.  i i 'hen this time comes, there 
will l ~ e  no longer a ray of hope that anyone can be 
made bet ter ;  hut, rather, it will be evident that all 
ha\-e become so dcpraved that the most merciful 
thing is to bring this reign of sin to an  end by the 
judglnents of the last days. 

El-ery tiller of the soil is painfully aware of tht: 
fact that it is becoming more ant1 more difficult to 
raise a crop. Grassho~)l)crs and numerous other 
pests and CI-op-destroyers of one kind and   nothe her 
11x1-e reachecl :~1l parts of the n.orld. 

In some of the Australian States the Mediter- 
ranean fruit fl!. has already worked considerable 
havoc. I t  \\-as not until 1897 that this pest put in 
an  a~) l )c ' ;~ ;u lce  in Australia, n.h(:n it w;ls cliscovered 
in orch;~l-ds ne;\r Perth, in iI7estern Australia. In 
Europe it  has been linown for up\v;u-ds of a century, 
where it ;llq)nrently confines its attention largely to 

oranges. This  clestructive in.;ect is now making its 

I rlppearance in man\.- parts of  the world, and is also 
acquiring a taste for other than citrus fruits. In the 
Bermudas it is said to attack green and 11;llf-ripe 
peaches, as  well ;IS 1nxnd:lrins. I n  Soutll Africa this 

I insect is regarded ns one of the most serious pests 
of the fruit-gro\\-er. Mr. C. French, E:.I,.S., F.E.S., 
Government Entomologist of Victol-i;~, in the May, 
1907, issue of Thc Joz~rnal c f l  tkc Ilcfiarfnzcnt of 
Agriclilturc, says :- 

1 " This  terrible scourgc of tht. fruit-?rower is 

bcco~ning- but too familiar in i7ictorin, thc larva> 
having been found in [~eaches, r ,  quinces, 
apricots, plums, nectarint..;, :-ua\.as, oranges, Irrnons, 

I :\pples, citrons, loclu;lts, mayxocs, pumpliins, ban;lnas, 
I tomatoes, pineapples, ;lnd persi~nmons, so that it will 

easily be seen that 11;lrcllv any fruit c;l i~ be said to be 
exempt froin its attacks, m t l  of a11 the fruit-g-ro\ver7s 

1 enemies the fruit-fl!- is ul~tlt~ul~teclly the worst." 
In (jueensland :ind the nortllcrn portion of New 

South IVales, the orchardist has to cope \vitl~ the 
fexrful ra\.ages of the jjueensl;\nd fruit-fly, a I)est 

I \\lhich has pro\-ed wonderfullJ- destructix-e to a1 1 Iiinds 
of fruits. T h e  habits of t1lc.s~ insects ha\.e been 
c;lrcfully investigated by Mr. I<. Trj.o:l, Govern~nent 
Entomologist of  (jueensl;uncl, n.hose notes on this 
cluestion are estensil-ely quoted from in the journal 
referred to above. T h e  \\.onderful fecundity of this 
insect will be recognised as no  s~n;lll menace to  the 
orchards of the Common\\~ealth, for, says Mr. Tryon : 
l 1  There :Ire several brootls cluring the yexr, and f r o ~ n  

ilugust to ilpril (in <)ueensland and  T e \ \  So~lt11 
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raising of fruit or grain, or any kind of  plants, 
knows the trutllfulness and universal a1)plication of 
~ v l ~ a t  JIr.  1V:~lsh says. Tl~ousancls have been 
im1)ressccl 1)y the increasing difficulty of maturing a 
crol' ; but llave they realised that it is because the 
earth is " \\lasing olcl " and crumbling to decay in 
consequence of the corrupting transgressions that are 
pollutiilg i t ?  And this is but another linl; in the 
great chain of e\.iclcnce that sho~vs us so conclusively 
that " the  end of a11 things is a t  liand." 

A result of this general decay of the cart11 as 
xve a1)proach tlle end, n-ill be widespread famines 
and pcstilences; for has not the Lord said that  
i t  gl-eat eai-t1lclual;cs shall be in divers places, and 
ftr~lzincs, and ficstilenccs; and fearful sights and great 
s i ~ n s  shnll there be froill hca\.en1' ? 1,ulie 21 : 11. 

L 1 1;'ainines " and " pcstilences " have becn seen in 
tlie e ; ~ r t l ~  during a11 the ages, as both history and 
tlic Scriptures plainly show, anti so in tlleinselves 
:11onc could not co~lstitute a sig.11 of the end. But 
tlic " famines and pestilences " of past centuries have 
1)ccn as notliiug coinpared \\.it11 what we ruay expect 
in tllcse closing clccades of time. The  words of the 
l)rol'l~et ;~g:~in come vi\-idly to mind : " T h e  earth 
also is clcfilcd unclcr tlle inh;\bitants thereof; because 
thcj- lia\.c transgrcssed t11e laws, c11~1ged the  
01-tlinancc, 131-olcen the el-c:rl;lsting covenant. There- 
fare 1i;~tll the curse devoured the earth, and they 
t11;~t cl\\.cll tllereiil r e  desolate ; therefore tlle 
in11;~bitants of the e ;~ r th  are burned, and few Inen 
left." Isa. 24 : 5, 6. 

S o  when tllc earth becomes " defiled under the 
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in front of u s ;  yet, nevertheless, they see the~:i. 
Archbishop Ireland says : " 'l'he bonds of society 

arc relasctl; traditional principles arc losing their 
sacredness, and perils hitherto u11linon.11 arc  menacing 
the life of the social organism."-Tllc Cllurcl~ r71icl 
Modcrlz Society, p. 4, 1897. 

I t  is \\-it11 no indistinctness that the celebratcxl 
arc11l)isllop saj-s that "ficriLs l~ithcrto ~11lklzoz11z LZI.L, 

nrcllaci~lg tlrc life of f l ~ c  social orgr~~lisnz." 
1 x 0  S I I I .  spoke on the sullject as  follows: " l t  

is not surprising that the spirit of revolutionary 
change n-hich has so long been dominant in the 
nations of the world, should ha\-e passed beyond 
politics, and made its influence felt in the cognate 
field of practical economy. T h e  eleineilts of a 
conflict are unmistaliable : the growth of i n d u ~ t r ~ . ,  
and  the surprising discoveries of science ; the changetl 
relations of masters and n.orlimen ; the enormous 
fortunes of indivitluals, and  thc poverty of the 
masses ; the illcreased self-rc1i;lnce and the closer 
natural combination of the nrorliing population ; and, 
finally, a general moral deterioration. Tlle momen- 
tous seriousness of the present state of things just 
now fills cvcry mind xvith painful apprehension ; wise 
men discuss i t ;  practical incn propose scllemes, 
popular meetings, legislatures, and sovereign princes 
arc all occupied with i t ;  and  there is nothing which 
has a deeper hold on public attention."-EncycLical 
Lcttcr OIL tlze Colzdifio~z of Laborlr. 

Leo very clearly saw the dificulties that are 
arising. H e  saw that the " momentous seriousness 
of the present state of things j~ l s t  IIOW fills every 

mind with painful apprehension," and " that there is 
nothing \vhich has a deeper hold on the public 
attention." H e  saw the elements coining together 
that will combine to lnalic the great and final "time 
of trouble." 

Mr. 13enjamin Kidd says: " T o  the thoughtful 
mind the outlook a t  the close of the nineteenth 
century is profoundly interesting. History can  fur~zish 
rto fiurallcl to it. T h e  problems n-hich loom across 
the thresliold of the n c ~ v  century sz~rpass i ~ z  ~ ~ z a g ~ ~ i t u d e  
any f!zrrt civiLisatiolz has  hitl~crfo had to CILCOILIZ~C~."  
-Social EaoLz~tio~z, p. 1. 

E. Benjamin Andre~vs, forincrly I'resident of Brown 
University, on returning to  America from a trip t o  
Europe, said : " No well-informed person in Europe 
seems to  believe that peace is destined to endure there 
very long. On all hands people are preparing for 11:ar. 
Ai-niies and navies are strengthened; fortifications 
multil>liccl ; immense war treasures of gold piled u p  ; 
all possi1)lc hypothetical plans of campaign, offensive 
and defensive, studied and discussed; firearms, great 
and small, ccasclessly experimented upon and  
improvecl; ci~.il n~easures subordinated to military, 
and statesinen to great army men and navy men. 
\.Vithin ;i few months I have read several articles on 
tlic defence of London in case of an attack from 
thc continent. 

( (  kloreover, where all sorts of manceuvrcs for 
alliances are going on, there is wide-spread distrust of 
treaties and the national friendships that exist. . . . 
Family ties between crown-wearing persons amouilt 
to nothing. LVhen Nicholas, of Muscovy, visited 



London a year ago, he sojourned some days in 
Germany both goii~g and coming. On each occasion 
\Villirun besought his dear cousin, almost 11 ith tears, 
for soine word of assurance that the Russians meant 
peace. ' Cousin,' was the reply, ' if you Germans 
11ish security, malie terms ~vith France.' I t  was a 
stone instead of bread; insult, not comfort; yet it is 
said LYillianl dare not show resentment, remembering 
the slze of the lCIuscovite ariny and its nearness to 
h ~ s  eastern borders." 

Signor Cr~spi ,  Italy's greatest statesman, says : 
" Europe resembles Spain froin a cer ta~n point of 
1~1ew. A~i~(rrc1zy i s  donti~lnlzt everywlzere. T o  speak 
frankly, there is no Europe. T h e  European concert 
is only a sinister jolie. Nothing can be expected 
from the concert of the Powers. Jl'e czre ~ ~ t a r c l t r ~ ~ g  
towards  tlze zi~zklzoti~~z. IVho knows \\-hat to-morrow 
has in store for us ?" 

It  is unnecessary to comment on the foregoing 
quotations. They are but selections from utterances 
that are heard continually froni the platform and 
the press, and they show that Inany men are awa1;e 
to the fact that a great s tor~n is gather~ng. They 
bee the "distress of nations," and are pe rp le~ed ;  
their hearts are " failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things \\hich are coming on the earth ;" 
they real~se that " perilous times " have come, and 

1 L see the rapidly-approaching time of trouble." And 
yet, if they would only turn to the light of God's 
Word, and allow it to illuminate, purify, and cheer 
their hearts, they would know what it all means, and 
would not be "perplexed" nor " fear." U'e have 

a1re;ldy seen that the angels of God are commissioned 
to " hold l 1  tlle " winds " of strife in check till all 
have a chance to flee to the safe shelter so divinely 
provided. When that restrai~ling influence is \\.ith- 
drawn, the judgments of God \\:ill fall upon the 
persistently impenitent. 

L L In these perilous tiines " and while " men's hearts 
are failing them for fear" because they sec the 
uninistaltable approach of that "time of trouble, such 
;LS never \\.as since there u7as a nation," do not give 
the trumpet the uncertain sound. Do not say, 
"l'eace, peace, \\hen there is no peace;" but hold 
aloft the light of the blessed Bible, so that Inen 
may linow its great prophecies and see t11;lt "city 
of refuge," whose bulmarl~s are laid by the all-po~vei-ful 
hand of Omnipotence; ~111ose foundations are sure 
to a11 eternity; and  hose inhabitants shall never 
1 i 1 l 0 ~  sicliness or sorrow. 

i 
" Gracious Father, guard T h y  children 

I?rom the foe's destructive power, 
Save, save them, Lord, frorr~ falling 

I n  this darlc and trying hour. 
Tllou \\.ilt surely prove TI1\? ~)eople, 

All our graces must be tried : 
I<ut Thy  \Vord i l lun~es our l):~thway, 

:\nd in God \ve still confide " 
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In the time of the French Revolution and Iieign 
of Terror the violence of the time was confined 
almost wholly to Paris and a few of thc leading 
cities adjacent to the national capital. There were 
large out-lying country districts t1~1t hardly knew of 
the raging of the Revolution, much less felt its dire 
distress. Happy, indeed, were the people in that 
time who stayed by the plcasant and peaceful 
occupation of tilling the soil. T o  them there was 
but little knowledge or fear of the Revolution, and 
they had none of the miseries that were sh;llting the 
empire. T h e  history of t11;tt time may offer some 
suggestions and consolations in regard to these times 
that are now confronting us. 

One of the noticeable facts of recent ycars is the 
growing dislilic for the farm and agricultural pursuits 
in general. In consequence of this xntiment there 
has been a corresponding flocliing to the cities. I t  
is a well-known fact that the cities are growing in 
population altogether out of proportion to the rest of 
the country. This very tendency to leave the farm 
will malie numerous openings for those who would 
seek the quietude of peacc in the country places. 

The farm is the natural place for man. Everything 
that wc ha\-c- to livc upon m u ~ t  come from the 
husbandman. \Vhen Gc)tl created man in the 
beginning, EIe put hiin in :L garden; IIc did not put 
him in a city. City life is unnatural, cramped, and 
also unpleasant to the one who has tasted of the r e d  
sweets and substances of the country. But no matter 
what our sentiments may I,e in this direction, there 
are conditions here that v e  must t<llic into account, 

and conduct ourselves accordingly. T h e  man who 
has his eyes open to the things that are coming upon 
the cities in this our time, and who fails to provide 
for as much peace and quietness for his family as 
he can possibly obtain, cannot be guiltless. 

The nntqcrnl blnce for man. 

While we should be getting out of the cities as 
fast as we can arrange for it, yet \ire must not allow 
ourselves to become so alarmed as to flee from duty; 
for thcre is work yet to be done in these cities, and 
the thing for each one to decide is \vh;tt is his duty 
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for to-day; and then manfully stand by it, even if it 
is necessary for him to suffer everything that is 
linown in the field of persec,utirig torture. God wants 
sensible Inen and  also brave men in these times, and 
H e  has promised the wisdoin that will enablc us 
each onc to knoll- day by day what we should do. 

L3ut eJ7en \\-hile prosecuting any of the ~ o r l i  of 
giving the gospel message of the soon coming of 
Christ in the cities, we can be studying the country, 
and sccliing to learn how t o  carc for ourselves and 
families there when we arc a t  last compelled to flee 
from the cities altogether. T h e  essential work in 
country life is to lino~i7 hon7 to till tlic soil so as to 
get a livclillood out of it. Since it is froin tllc soil 
that all must get their living, it is splendid idea 
for everyone to be studying to Iii~o\\. ho~z- to get the 
greatest possible yield from the ground. 

Some will not heed these warnings of the prophetic 
Word  of God until they arc driven to sorest straits, 
and  then it ~vill be very dificult for then1 to drop 
suddenly out of city life, and inalie a living in the 
country. Hence it will be necessary for thosc who 
can see, right now, through these prophecies, what is 
coming on the n-01-Id, to ha\-c also in mint1 tlic noble 
work of being able to help a11 \vho will be thrown 
into distress. 

T h e  thought also may occur t o  some, if the Lord 
is coming so soon, why should it be necessary to  
provide for living in the country for a time, away 
from the violeilcc and vices of the cities, and away 
from the dangers as the cities arc being brolien down 
under the judgments of God :i I t  will take some time 

to  give the warning message of the gospel of the 
kingdom in all the world; and while the forces are 
gathering that will result in the destruction of the 
cities, and while the evils in general that the 
prophecies point out as characteristic of the last 
days arc being spread as 3 dark cloud over the 
earth, there is no necessity to cxpose the weak 
unnecessarily to these things; and as  these evils that 
are to malie the last days perilous will continue to 
grow xvorsc all the time, it behooves everyone to Ace 
from them, particularly those to  whom God has 
given the i-espons~bility of a family, before things 
become so bad that it will be next to impossible to 
escape. W e  must not content ourselves with the 
idea that since we can live in the city to-clay ~vi th  
compar;rti\e s a f e t ~ ,  thcreforc xvc may bc able to 
stay there for an indefinitely long time yet. Hy 
~UI - su ing  such a course we may become callous to 
our surroundings, and like some of the relatives of 
Lot  of olcl, these very warnings sent by tlic Lord to 
sal-e us, arc madc the subject of jestlng and i~~ocl icry,  
unt11 the ~ \h i r l \ v~nd  of destruction sweeps us away. 

I t  is a pleasure to note that some are so cliarinctl 
n i th  country 11fe that the ord~nary  language of prose 
is inadccluatc to express t h e ~ r  fcel ing~,  ant1 so they 
are led to adopt the subl~mer  language of poetry. 
It  is hoped that they, with all others who h,~ve a 
realisin;: sense of the situation, will continue to use 
every influence they can command to turn the inintls 
of men and women away froin the distresses that 
await the cities and toward the more natural and 
more-to-be-enjoyed country life. 
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Ye shall conceive chaff, ye sllall bring forth stubble : 
S'our breath, a s  fire, shall devour you. 
:Ind the people shall be as  the burnings of lime: 
11s thorns cut up sllall they be burned in the fire. 
IIear, ye that are far off, what I have done; 
And, ye that are near, aclrnowledge hIy migllt. 
The  sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the 

hypocrites. 
IYho among us shall dn-ell with the devouring fire ? 
1Vl1o among us sllall dxvell xvith everlasting burnirlgs ? 
H e  that walketh righteously, and spealretll uprightly; 
H e  that despisetll the gain of oppressions, that slialretlr his 

hands from holding of bribes, 
That  stoppetll his ears from hearing of blood, and slluttctli his 

eyes froin seeing evil; 
H e  shall dwell on Iligli: llis place of defence shall Ilc the 

iniunitions of roclis : 
Bread sllall he give11 llirn ; his waters shall be surc,. 
Thine eyes sllall see the Kitrg i11 H i s  beauty : 
They sllall bellold the land that is very far off." Isa 33  : 1 - 17. 

The  prophet, in the foregoing scripture, directs 
our ;~ttention to the time of the "clcvouring fire," 
and to tllc " everlasting burnings ;" he also tells us 
that " thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty." 
I t  is plain to be seen that these expressions refer to 
the calamities and difficulties through which the ~vorld 
will pass in the last daj.s, and also to the second 
conling of Christ, when we shall see the " King in 
His beauty." I-jut even though the righteous be 
called upon to dwell in the midst of all these calamities 
that come in the world in the last days, yet do they 
have the promise that " he that n-alketh righteously, 

11 and spcalieth uprightly," shall dwell on high : his 
place of defence silall be the munitions of rocks: 
bread shall be given hirn ; his waters shall be sure." 

CHAPTER THIRTY 

S 0116 of the scriptures have bee11 11rexntec1 that 
silo\\- the norlcing of Satan in the last days. 
His laat struggle to engulf the world in sin 

and pestilential disease culminates in tlic seven 
last plagues. The  words of Scripture that fo~ctcl l  
what these plnjiues nil1 he are both literal ; ~ n d  plain, 
and wit11 so many of the facts concerning these closing 
years of cartlr's history before us, but  little need be 
said upon the subject aside from quoting the Scripture 
itself. t 1 The  Iiorcl reads as f o l l o ~ ~  :-- 

I saw another 51-11 in hcaven, great ;i~lcl marvel- 
lous, seven angels having the seven 1:ist plagues; 
for in them is filled up  the wrath of God. And I 
saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire; and 
them that had gotten the victory over the beast, -127 and 
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over his image, ;lild over his mark, and  over the 
number of 111s name, st:lnd on the sea of glass, having 
the harps of God. And they sing the song of Moses 
the s e t  of God, :lnd the song of the Lamb,  
saying, Great and  inal-i-cllous are T h y  \vol-lis, Lord 
God tllmiglrty; just ;ind true are T h y  nr:lys, Thou 
Icing of saints. \\'ho shall not fe:ir Tlree, 0 Lord, 
and  glorify Thj.  nalne ? f ix-  Thou only a r t  holy ; for 
all n :~ t~ons  s11:~ll come and worship before T h e e ;  
for T h y  judgments a1 ( %  lnadc manifest. 

"And after that I looked, and, behold, the tcml~le  
of tlre tn1)ern:~clc of tlre tcstitnony in heaven was 
opened ; and the scvcn :~ngels came out of the temple, 
h a v ~ n g  the seven pl:ques, clothed in pure :ind white 
l n  and 11avi11g t h e ~ r  bre:ists girdr>cl \ v~ th  golden 
girdles. And one of the four be;ists [" liv111;. crea- 
tures," It.V.1 gave unto the seven angels scvcn golden 
vials full of the ~v ra th  of God, \vho livctll forever 
and  e\,er. And the tetnple \vas filled w ~ t h  srnolie 
f r o ~ n  the glory of God, and  from His  power; ;lnd 
no  man was able to entcr into the temple, till the 
seven plagues of  the seven angels ivere fulfilled. 

l1  And 1 lrcard a great voice out of tlre temple 

saying to the seven angels, G o  you1 iixys, ancl pour 
out the vials of the wrath of God upon thc e;irtll. 

" And the first went, and poured out his 1.1;~1 
upon the earth ; ancl there fell a noisome and  grlevou.: 
sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, 
and  upon them which worshipped his image. 

"And the  second angel poured out his vial upon 
the s ea ;  and  it became as  the blood of a dead m a n ;  
and  every living soul died in the sea. 
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L L And the third angel poured out his vial upon 
the rivers and  fountains of waters;  aiicl they became 
blood. And I heard the angel of the ua te rs  say, 
Thou art  righteous, 0 I,ord, which art ,  a n d  wast, 
and  shalt be, because Thou hast judged thus. Fo r  

they have shed the blood of s a ~ n t s  and prophets, 
and  Thou  hast given them blood to d r ~ n l i ;  for they 
are worthy. And I hcard another out of the altar 
say, Even  so, Lord  God Almighty, true and righteous 
are  T h y  judgments. 

11 And thc fourth angel poured out his 1i:il upon 
the s u n ;  and  po\\er ~ v a s  given unto him to scorch 
men \vit11 fire. And inen \\.ere scorched nit11 great 
heat, and  blaspheined the name of God, which hath 
power over these 111agues; and they repented not to 
give H im glory. 

" A n d  the fifth angcl pourcd out his vial upon 
the seat of the beast ; and his kingdom was full of 
darkness; and they gn:l\\red their tongues for pain, 
and  blasphemed the God of heaven because of their 
pains and  their sores, and repented not of their 
deeds. 

11 And the s ~ x t h  angel poured out his v ~ a l  upon 
the great river 12uphratc.s; and  the ~vxter  thereof 
\\-;~s dried up, that the n a y  of thc k ~ n g s  of the Eas t  
might 1)c prepared. 'Ant1 I saw three unclean spirits 
lilie frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and 
out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the ~ n o u t h  
of the false prophet. For  they are the spirits of 
devils, working miracles, which go fort11 unto the 
Icings of the earth and  of the whole 11 orld, to  gather 
them to the battle of that great d ~ y  of (;od 
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Alinig.11ty. Behold, I come 
as a thief. Blessed is he that 

\I-atclleth, and keepeth his gar- 
ments, lest he wall< naked, and 

they see his shame. And he 
gathered them together into a place 

called in tlie Hebrew tongue Arma- 
< < geddon. And tlle se~renth angel poured 

out his 1-ial into the air; and there came 
:L great laice out of the temple of 

heaven, from the throne, saying, I t  
is done. And there were voices, 
and thunders, and lightnings; and 
there was a 'great earthqualie, such 
as was not since men were upon the 
earth, so mighty an earth~lualie, 

and so great. And the great 
city was divided into three 
parts, and the cities of the 
nations fell ; and great 13nby- 

Tlze Seven Last Plagz~es 43 1 

1 every island fled away, and the 
inountains w c r e no t  

el- found. And therc - ,*, *"- >= -- , - fell u p o n  inen a 
gi-ext hall out of heaven, 
every stone about the weight of 

hail;  for the plague thereof \\:as 
exceeding great." Thus reads the 
prophecy of John in Kevelation, 
chapters 15 and 16. 

The  01-erwhelming inass of 
sins in these last days, both 
a in o n g hypocritical professors 
and in t h e  n o n - p r o f e s s i n g  
world, are committed in defi- 
ance of the greatest manifes- 
tation of the light of the 
gospel that has ever illu- 
m i n a t e d  t h c  
m i n d s  
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becoming the eternal habitation of the redecincd, 
seems strxnge or fanciful to  you, do not dismiss 
the subject too speedil~r, but study it further. You 
may be able to  see that it is neither strange nor 
fanciful, ancl a11o1-c all may find that it is decidedly 
scriptural. 

When  God created this earth, H e  had a very 
definite object in view. 13ut it seems th;lt the 
problem of evil had  to  be \vorlied out somewhere, 
ancl for causes that we may not be able to 
understand now, the conflict came to  this earth. 
However, before the clarli hcaci of ~vicliedness had 
been lifted here, just a t  the close of the Creator's 
~vorli of making this \vorlcl and  pl:Lcing man upon 
it, H e  said, "And God saw everything that I I e  
had made, and  behold it \\;as very goocl." A little 
while af ter  this statement was made we have the 
record of the fall of man. After man had desce~.~ded 
to sin, the Lord told him : "Cursed is the g-round 
for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt  thou eat  of it all 
the days of thy l i fe ;  thorns also and thistles shall 
it bring forth to thee ; and  thou shalt eat  the herb 
of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat  bread, till thou return unto the ground;  for 
out of it nxst  thou talien ; for dust thou art, and  
unto dust shalt thou return." Gen. 3 : 17- 19. 

T h e  record does not say that the Lord cursed 
mart because h e  had sinned, but H e  cursed the 
grourzd for man's sake. I t  is to help man-or 
possibly it ;vould be mere proper t o  say tha t  it is 
for the purpose of liceping man from falling so low 
that Ile could never be reached-that this curse is 
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1 put upon the, grountl. For  after the ground is 
cursed, 1n;ulliill~l must contend against the thorn xnd 

I 
thistle ;untl ;dl thc rest of the tribe of weeds that  

1 they represent. T-Ie must 11ow toil till his face 
s\vc:~ts, in order t o  sustain his life. In  this ceaseless 
round of toil he does not have the  opportunity t o  
si~lli into thc \-ices and  crimes that come \\,it11 
iilleness. Therc is a dignity and power in labour 
that  tends ul)\~.;~i-tl ali the timc. But  it is only 
the l)crfectly righteous xncl 1)ul-e nlan who can trust 
h imx l f  n.ith the unlimited leisure that would be 
fount1 if there was n o  curse. 

*\nj,~vllc~i-e we go on the face of this earth we find 
the crol> of n.cecls in an!- soil that  is not closely 

l 
and  c;~refully cultivated. hlany have w o ~ ~ d e r e d  why 
it is that weeds will grow anywhere and  everywhere 

i s1)ontaneously. Some have suggested the idea tha t  

I the little birds carry the seed. L3ut the simple, plain 
I facts i n  the case at-e t h ; ~ t  God h;ts said, " Curscd 1s 
I ~ the ground for thy  s:ilie," and,  " Thorns also ancl 

thistles shall it bring forth to  thee." Hence, every- 
~vhere m;ln goes on the face of the earth he  must 
contend against the curse that  a wise Heavenly 
Fiither has placed u1)on the ground for his salie. 

I T h a t  word tha t  God spolie in the beginning is the 
I 

scientific reason for the weeds springing up every~vhere. 

I I t  n-ill continue so to be until the  curse is finally 
removed. 

T h e  perfectly complete \Yay in 1vhic11 this curse 
xvill ; ~ t  1;lst be remo~,ecl is tolcl in the follo\\ring- New 
Testament prophecy zund l)ro~nise :- 
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11 There shall come in the last days scoffers, 
lvalking after their onrn lusts, a n d  saying, Where is 
the promise of His coming? for since the fathers 
fell asleep, all things continue as  they \\-ere from the 
beginning of the creation. For  this they nillinglj 
are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens 
were of old, and the earth standing out of the water 
and in the water ;  \vllerebj. the world t11;lt then \\as, 
being overflowed \;.it11 ~vater,  perished; but the 
hea~rens and  the earth, n~hich are now, by the same 
word are kept in store, reservecl unto fire against tlie 
day  of judginent and perdition of ungodlj- men. 
But ,  beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that 
one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and 
a thousand years as one cl;ly. T h e  Lord is not slack 
concerning His  promise, as  some men count s l ac l i l~es~ ;  
but  is long-suffering to us\\,ard, not willing tha t  any 
should perish, but thxt ;dl should come to repentance. 
Bu t  the day of the Lord \\-ill come as  a thief in the 
night ; in the which the hcavens shall priss away  
with a great noise, and the elements slr;lll inelt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the \\-or1;s that are 
therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, \\.hat manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy con\.ersntion and  goclliness, 
looliing for and hasting unto the coming of the d;ly 
of God, wherein the heal-ens being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements shall melt 11-ith fen-ent 
hea t ?  Nevertheless we, according to IIis pro~nise, 
look for new heavens and a new earth, \i-llerein 
dwelleth righteousness. I\.'hcl-eforc, belo\-ed, seeing 
that ye look for such things, be diligent tliat ).c may 

be found of IIim in peace, 11-ithout spot, and blame- 
less." 2 l'ctcr 3 : 3-14. 

T h e  foregoing scripture tells us that  God's plan 
is to melt over this old earth, reeking beneath its 
curse, in the judgment fires of the last day. I t  also 
tells us that ungodly men will go into perdition a t  
the same time. T h e  elements of the earth are t o  

The c i t y  of ;,:,riig mnnsions ll'\\lKl V -1 

11 melt \vith ferlent heat ; I 1  they are to l ~ e  " dissolved." 
\.Vhile the earth is thus to be " dissolved" back into 
its original gaseous elements, it is said tha t  the 
" \\1orlis that are therein shall be burned up." 

'' Nevcrthelcss," not\vithstanding this melting, 
11 burning process, we, according to His  promise, look 

fL)r new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness." Fire is one of the greatest purifying 







In the habitation of dragons, nliere each lay, shall be grass n-it11 
reeds and rushes. 

And an higllnay s l~al l  be there, and a way, and it shall l ~ e  c-alled 
the way of holiness. 

T h e  unclean sh;~ll not pass over it ; but it sllall be for t11o.e : 
The  ~vayfaring men, thougll fools, sllall not err therein. 
K o  lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up 

thereon, it shall not be found there;  
Cut the redeenicd shall walk tllert. : and the mtlso~ned c:F the 

Lord shall return, 
11nd come to Zion nit11 songs and everlasting joy upon their 

11ends : 
They shall obtain joy ant1 gladness, and sorrov; and sighing sllall 

flee a\;-::y." Isaiah, Chapter- 35. 

T h e  foregoing is a description o f  the new earth I 

when the " ransomed of the Lord " ha\.e entered it 
lvith "everlasting joy upon their heads." And ~vhen  
that time comes, all the glory of the far-famed forests 
of Lcbailon shall be given to it, and all the blosso~ning 
and fragrant splendour of Carrnel and Sharon shall 
be drawn donn to  transform every desert and miasmic 
bog into the picturctl realities of the fields and gardens 
of eternity. And then every blind eye is opened so 
that it may catch the indescribable beauty, and 
e\.ery deaf ear is made to hear, so that it rnay 

I 
revel in the exultant harmonies and melodies, as 
choir and soloist shall rise to the exalted heights 
of expressing in the e l o q u e n c e  of sound the 
impulses that are too sublime for ~vortls. Amid 

1, these scenes of the rejoicings of the immortal 
and redeemed, there can be found no speechless 
tongue; and no dcfectil-e iimb will offer obstruction 
to  the poetic expression of boclily motion n-hen every 
nerj7e is \,ibrating its symphonies a t  the thought of 

actually being in the N c i ~  Jerus:llem, the metrop~ilis 
of the earth made new. 

Before these eternal realities that our Heavenly 
I;atllcr offers us, all the wealth that this present 
world gil-e is transforined illto the most begg;rrly 
poverty ; anil tile highest temporal att;linments that  
the strongest ambition c;ln paint upon the can\.as 
of the imagination are broliel~ into the ilnmaterial 
elements of nothingness. 

As we looli u1)on the earth we see nothing but 
distress, perplexity, :ulcl unsatisfying prosj)ects. lye 
see, in the prophecy of what 11 the blaster told us would 
talie place in these clays, men's hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looliing after those things that are 
coming on the earth." This  distressed condition is 
all that earth has to offer; but i f  we talie the telescope 
of prophecy and divinely inspired promise, and  look 
beyond thcse scenes of the closing days of time over 
into the fair domains of our F1e;lvenly Father,  we 
see the " New Jerusalem, coming do\\-n from God 
out of heaven ;" \ye see the hand of Omllipotellce 
giving our earth its purifying ablution of f11-e. Out  

of this curse-destroying crucible we see the worli of 
creation bringing bacli to  mankind its perfect ncn  
earth in the vernal freshness and  matchless beauty 
of the blossoining and perfumed splendours of Eden ;  
and finally we see our redeemed and re-created planet 
swinging anc\v into her trackless highway of space, 
peopled by the 1 creatures who are settliiig 
themselves into the undimmr:d pleasures and occu- 
pations of their ~ t e r n a l  existence. 
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:ilso to the gi-cat judgme~lt d:~!, and the resurrection 

I r a n  tlie (lead. E\.cry son and d:luqhter of Ad;lm 
\I ho shall be found  orth thy to 1i:lve a ~)ai- t  in the 
resurrection of the rigllteous 1~111 soon bc c;~ll(~cI from 

tlle tle:lth-1ocl;cd chanll>e~-s of tlie tomb. Tlle el-er- 
green cro\vn, woven 1,)- tlie cli\-ine Father  f r o ~ n  the 
1;iurels of faitlifuln(~ss, integrity, u r i t  and truth, 
will soon he placed 13~7 the I\'ecleemer's o\vn h ;~nd  011 
. . 

the bro\v o f  e ; ~ b  one that I-ic rescucs 1)). iliS ;.I-ilce. 
Our f;~tl~t:i-s, through :dl tlic g n - t o  of the 

centuries t1i:lt lin\re collie and gclne, lia\?e loved to 
talk of the coming time \\-hen the dead shoultl be 

raised ; ~ t  thc: seconcl ad\-ent of the I.ort1. I n  ortlcr 
fur tlicln t o  1)el~olcl that <la)- of consu1nw:lting t r i u ~ l l ~ ~ h s  
and ju!-, th ry  1i;ld to lift to their t:!-rs the telescope 
of faith, :rlirl cast their I~ioli o\.rr the straggles and 

griefs niitl turn7c)ils of the ages yet urlbc)rn. Tire 
sill-e 1)rosl)ects iillil i ~ i i l l i l l e  evidences of tliilt yet 
(1ist;int rcs~~rrc(:tion daj- nxs  ;I theme to ci~)nst:rntly 
fill tlie si~iul ~ ~ , i t l l  jo!., c\-eii ;iniiil tlrc ilistresses of the 
most cruel l)c-rsecutions. 

But  no\\- lie c:ln say, I)!. the sirme \\.oi-cls of f;litli, 
that the t i ~ n c  is just :lt liand. N o ~ v  ivc can s:ly that 
tliese ~ ( ~ n t u i - ~ C ' S  of \mitin:,. 1ix.r all rolletl into the 
p:lst, irlid tllilt the dily is i n n  ~rhei l  the great 
re-union of the liea\renl~- famil>- \\.ill be t ; i l i~n frol*! 
I i i o s  of i t ,  : I  be e t o e  u1)011 11s in the 

1iter:ll realities of ;~ctu;il ~)ossession. Tl~; l t  f;ltlier, 
that inother, tliat sister, that brotlier, th:lt l i ~ ~ s b ; ~ ~ i i l ,  
that wife, that sci11, that daughter, t1i;it bosom friend, 
t1i;it a.e li:i\.e been com1)elleil s o r r o \ \ ~ f ~ ~ l l ~  to yield to 
the relentless gr;rsl) of tleath, is ;lbout to be c;lllc:t] 

to 11fe agiiin. Our " E1clt.r 13rother," the 1Ian of 

Nazareth and of Calvaq-, is about to spread the great 
banquet of I-Iis marriage suJ)l)er, and give us :L 

personal introtluction amid the actualit~es of im~rloi-t;ll 
life, to Enoch and Abrahanl and 1s;iac and J;icoh, 

1 
to Joseph and Aloses ancl Daniel, to L)a\ l t l  zind 
Jeremiah and Isaiah, to hlatthew and John and ll:lul, 
and to all the rest of tliat innumcr;ible company of 
the redeemed. These things are f,lcts. There can 

I be no mistake a l~ou t  tlie~ii. 

~ Can you sense i t ?  W e  have reached the generation 

tliat is \v~tnessing tlie fulfilmc~lt of pi-opllecy tliat 
inakes these sublime events a ccl-t;i~nty in this our  
clay. And how should these things c;dl out the very 
best energies of our li\.cs in proclaiming - .  the message 

of the soon coming of Christ. . . 1 lie message is to  
be gi\.cn in t l i~s  gener~itio~l.  Il ic time is ripe for 
it. Gocl I S  calling for it. E\eryone n11o has learned 

I t o  rel7ere 141s name, and respect HIS II'ord, sllould 
ansnrer to the thrilling suminons. 

T h e  eternal esistence of human souls is a t  stalie. 
If there should be delay in answering to tlie call, 
thous;lnds 111ay be eternally lost ;is the result. IYhen 

the country stands in peril of a f o r e ~ ~ n  foe, tlie call 
to arms is made, and hundreds of thousands respond 
with tlie enthusiasm and zeal of patriots. But  in 
such calls oiily matters of temporary and ilcct~ng 
interest are a t  s ta le ,  anti the call is made by only 
a tcmpor:~rp ruler. 

In this supreme and culminating conflict against 
the forces of sin our divine Father,  tlie King u h o  
inhabiteth eternity, is calling us to a hattle-ficld from 
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