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The High Priest

rfflTl lriqlr 1,ri,.r orrrr;rirrl rlr. rrr,r,r rxalrtrl lrr.r,.I itr T.tr, L ll, rr.r. rlr, ,rrrlr ,,rrl rrir,r , r,rrl,l ,,11,, il.
on thc l)ay ol ,\toroncrrt, ari<i hc al<,ne coulcl appt ar
l.rclole Clrxl in lhc mosr holy placc, llv rlal ol pr.c
clnincllce he l.as callcd thc all()iltc(l pricst, or- hill:
l)ucst. (Lc\'. .1:3; 2l:10.) As :rll lol\.er. olliccs ar.c iD.
clrrclcrl in tJrc highcr, the high pricst stood as rhr
srrrrlrol o[ thc lrholc pr.icrrlrootl. ]n him all olhrr.
ccntcled. In rhe sarrcruar) hc ollcrecl dail1,. (Hcb. i:!i:
Ler'. 6:19 23.) He cai.ccl lor thc lamps arrcl lit rhtur.
(Lev.21:2--1; Ex.30:8; Nurr. li:2.) I.Ic llrrnerl incenst
(Ex.30:7, 13.) It Ias his pt-cr.oeative ro olliciatc in anr
l,all ol ll|f rirrral 1,,rrrrr;rlly. arrrl r'lrarrrLr rcrri,.
the pricsts did lar rlone in behall o[ -.\aron ancl ]or
,\aron. 'Ihe pricsts 1!ere simply his lrclperr. Iirrr
rnight scrve at rhc alar; rhcy rnighr cvcrr cntcr rhe fir..t
apartlncnt, but thcy dirl so as his strbstituLe. \,\rhar
thcy tlitl rvas couuted as iI clone by Aaron.-lhe sarrre rules Ihich gLridcd pr-ieits in theii.
Pcrsonal c(xtlact r'ith the pcoltle as lell as in their.
ou'n lilcs, also appliccl ro the high pr.icst, ancl in somr
)-cspccrs rrcre evcn luofe strict. 'lhus lvhilc thc pr-icsr
might narry only a virgin or a tvidol, thc high fr-icst
l'as for-bidclen to mar.r.I €\'cn a rvidorv. (Ler,. Zl:la, ll.)
\\Ihile a priest might not touch a dcad body exccpr
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that o[ a ncar rclative, the high pricsL rlighr not elen
(lo tllis. (Ver-scs I. 2, ll.)-lltjs talefttltrcss in all rhirgs txrcnclrrl rrclt lo lhe
gafincnts, lhich had srrlbolic sigrrilicrrnce. Of thc
tLless lhich thc hieh pr-icst rrrtle, is rvr.ittcn this:

"'Ihtsc are thc gatDlclls \.hitl thcy shall rnakc;
a br-eastl)lale, arrrl an cphocl, arrd a robe, and a
broi<lclctl coat, a rnill-e, anrl a girrllc: ancl thcr shall
trr:tkt lt'rlr qall ( ltl\ lot .\lrr,,rr rlrl lrrotlr, r. lrrr,l ltir
\onsr that hc may urinisrcr unto IIe in thc priest,s
ollicc." Ex. 28:,1. lhey haLnronizctl in color ancl
rrratclial lirlt thc talrcr.ratlc itsclf, rrrrtl r!crc a(lorne(l
rr ith lrlcciorrs stoncs.

'l lrc btcastlrlarc fir.st rttcltiorrctl las a ,,(orrLsrluaLc"

gaLrncnt suspcntlecl ulton thc brcast lry littlc chains.
In this breastplaLc \rcr-e lortr- rotrs o[ l)t.ccious stoDes
oi thrce each, l'ith tltc namr:s of thc childrcn of Israel
cngravccl upou thctnr onc nalnc on each rtonc. (Vcrse
:1.) lhis eat.nrcnt \\'at callctl tltc "br.castplarc of jurlu
nlent," and .\arorr l as to lrcar it "rrpun his hcaLt lhcrr
hc" rLcnt in unto the holl pJacc. (\'cr.x: 2{).)

On thc btcastplatc wcrc also saitl to ltc thc Ur-im
artd 'flturnrrritr, tho5c two mtstctiorrs rtoucs lhich
rlcnorccl the Lord s ltlcasurc ot- clisplcasure rvhcn Hc
was cotrstrltcd il tirrres of ltccd. (Lcl'. 8:8; Ex. 28:30;
I Sam. 28:6.) FroDr thc lact that thc! ar-c sairl rO bc
il thc lrrcastpl:rtc, somc Iravc supposcrl lhcnr to l)c
[l a l)oclct l)ut lhcr.c litl-thaL Prrr-1xrsc. Il s(,] s bc ef
to bclicvr:, bor!cvcr. rirat thc) 1\'crc IJact'-tl Prrrrrrinc,rrtlr
(|n the brcastplatc, as rrctc the ollLcr stoDCst oltc oll lllc
lelt sicle, thc orhcr orr rhe r-ight, in ftrll !icrv.

1'hc cPhocl las a short garmcnl roadc ,,of gold, of
blrre, and of ltur-1>lc. of scar.let, and finc tlt.inccl linen,
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rrilh cunning 1\ork.' Ix. 28:6. lt hacl lto slccvcs, an(l
lrtrrrg cloln 1)n l)()1ll l)r(asl alrl back. ()n tirc shorrirltr.

l)ic(ct 1\'crc t\r() oll)x stonc,s \'ith llrr narrrc,s ol tlrr.
chikllcn of lslncl cngtarctl rrln)lt lltrll. six nalt(:s orr
caah st(,r)e. ",\ucl tlrou shalt lrrrt the tt!o sl()Ircs ul)a)lt
tlrc slrotrklcrs ol thc clrhod [l sLrincs oI rncmr)rial u]l()
thc r:lriLlrcrr oI Islac]: arll Aaroll shirll l)(,at tlrcir nuutcr
lx:lolc thc l,oltl trpon his tlo shotrldcl-s [ol. a

ltrtlrt()r'iai." \'ct sc l!.
Untlclntarh tirc r,photl lras a long robc rrrade o[

bluc lilcu. slcc\'clcs! iurd scanlless. ,\r-ounrl the
hcrn ol thc skil_t lrct_c "lx)lllreraltalcs oI lrlrrr', anrl
ol pru1rlc, iut(l ol s(all(,t, anrl lrclls ol gokl lrt,
tlr(,cn th(,rI] toult(l al)()111. ,\u<l it sh:ril lrc rrlrorr
,\aLorr to lllilitlcl_: an(l ltis sorrn<l shall lrc hcatrl lht rr

hc goctlr iu rurlo thc hol\ I)l.r(c l)(lorc thc Lorrl, atrcl
rrhcn hc (orrc(h out, lhal ltc rlie not." \'er.sts lliJ 35.
f,rrclclntath thc,rrrlrc o[ {hc (li]r(xl \!cfc lllc ordinal.\
\Llritc llrr(lcfg:ll lDcltt5 alt(l Lhc lincD ltrccrh(s.

'I ho gilrllc ol thc hish l)fi{,!t \ras rtrlrlc ol ;r-olcl,
lrltrc. lrrrrplc. a)r(l sa:lrlcl, tllc sa1)t( a\ lllc (,1)ll()(1. I1

was placc<l arrrrrrrl Ihe r'olrc ol lhc clrhrxl. tatltcr'
Itig-lt rrp. an(l t(r-\cd ur lrokl the eiurrclr ir) Illilcc.
(Lx.311:r-); ?1):5.)

Thc Goldcn Carnrellts

" l lrt1 shall nak(i 1lr('cl)h(xl ol gol<1.' " I hc crrriorL;
gitrllc o1 tlx: cp)rrxl, lhir'1i is rrporr it, shitli Irt ol tlrc
s:rlrc. "Illou slralt rnakt thc l)l(.a:tl)latc of jrrdgrncrrt
. of g^oirl. ' "'l Lorr shitlt nakc thc r.obc of thc tlthotl
ol lrlrrc zrrrrl lrclis ol g-oll." [r. 2S:(i, l], l.i, ijl, 33.
\\:hilc thcsc: garllcllts \rcl( lla(le oIrlillct-rnt rnaterials,
gol(l li)frrrc(l a l)ronliltcnl l)art. lf lo 1hc g:rrnrcllls is
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a(l.lc(l lhe cr'()1\'n ol laol(l {))r lllc llitcl-. ori lhich las
\\,r'ittcn 'IIOLI\tlSS 'l () I lIIr l.()Rl).' tlrc t\\.cl\e

I)r_cci()us sl(xrcs \Lilh llrc llarll(.\ ()l Islilel cllglt\((l lll)a)n
tllcll, all(l lhc llr'() ()n\\ \l()n(s irl\() lrilli I\litLl's )lillllc
ul)on tlrcnl, anrl lastlt, Lltirrr arrrl IIrrrrrrrrrinr, 1hc

$'hok: cllcct lDlrst havc bccn onc ol elor_\ :rnrl b('arrt\.
-\s tllc lligll l)li(\l \roul(l sk^r'lr antI r|itlr rlisllir\ rllo!c
lrorr plitcc 1o l)ll(c, lllc srlr's iigirt rr()ul(l Ixt l( ll(r'l(\l
ir llrc sixlccrr plcriotir jclcl , tlrc irclls 1r'orrlrl !:i\c
Irrtlt a rtrrrsir al soLrrtcl, arrcl tllc lrcr)l)lc rvorLltl Lc clccplr
inrl;r'cssc<l rvitlr tltc solcnnitt antl bcatrlv ol Go<l s

l'olship.
'I hcsc stlir t1r hirh 1rr itstlr' ganltcnli .rrc gcltciirll\

t rlct ttl to as go t n !illlr)rnls, ltrrd rr'cr c "lor glolr anrl
trt-lrcarrtr." (\'crrc 2.) Ilcsitlcs tlrrrt garurrtrrs lltr high
pricst also hacl lhite linr:n galrrcrrts lhir.h lclc uor-rr
only onc cla\ in tht l'caI lo| thc crlria(r|v \Lolk olt lltc
l)al oI -\torrcrncnt. (Lc\'. lll:-1, 2:1.)

Thc flish I'ricst a Sl rbol

'I-hc lrigh plicst in his ofiiriai ral)acit\' \ras not
sirnplv a rnan. FI<: rrar an institrrtion: hc nas a srrnLol:
lrc l'as thc cnrlrrxlimcnt oI Isr_ac1. Hc lrolr: thr,narnt,s
of Islacl in lhc l(o ot)tx ltor)cs "llpon his tl'o shoul
clers for a mclu()riai"i hc carr_icrl li)clll in thc l\r'el\'(

1rr'cciorrs stoncs "in thc blcastlrlatc of jurlsrncrrt rrpon
his hcalt"; hc borc "tirc jrrhrtrclt oI thi: chilthi,rr o[
l:tacl rrlxrrr his heart bqlolc thc Lorrl corlirrrrallr'."
l\. lxrl:, :lr, JO ll( rlrur rilri,(l I'r.r,-l lr',rlr ,rrr hir
slrorrklcrs arrrl on his ll(,an. ()u his shorrlrlcr.s Itc
ralr-iccl tlrt' llrltlcrr of Islacl: in thc br-c,astplatc, on his
ireart, thc seat ol allccliotr alrl lxt thc rnct-(\ scat
lr, rlrri,,l l.trtl. lrr rjr, I rirrr lrr,l rlrt I I I r I | | | I I I i r I I 
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"tlrat is, lll.r Ligltls attd lltc Pt:rlcttiorts" (r'erse 30,

,A..R.V., rualgin)-hc borc "the jrrdg^mcnt oI thc chil
tlren of Israel upon his hcart"; in the goltlcn crotn
ul)oD thc nritcr-irrstribccl r{ith "HOLINISS I O -I'IIE

I,ORD," he bole the "inicluity of thc lroly things,
nhich thc chiklrcn oI Israel shall hallorv in all thcir
holy giIts," an(l this rlrat "thc) rDav bc accclrtcrl lrtlLrlc
thc l,or(1." (Velscs 3(i illi.)

"T hc high pricst lras to act lor nen in things pcl--
taining to Gocl, 'to ruake propitiation for thc sius of
the people' (He b. 2: I?). Hc r,as the mecliator r,ho
ministerecl for- the gtrilty. '1 hc high pricst rcprcsentcrl
thc lholc pcoplc. r\ll Islaclitcs lclc lcckoncrl as ltcilg
in lrinr. I hc l)r-cr-og:rtivc hckl b1 hirn l)clol)ecd to lhc
lholc of thcm (lrx. l!):ti).,.' (Vitringa).-lhat the
high priest clid lcprcsc'nt the rrholc conijr'(gatiol
appcars, lirst fi-onr his bcaring thc tril)al nalrcs on his
shoulders in the onyx stoncs, and, seconrl, in lhe tril)al
nancs engrarcrl in the t$clve gclrrs oI tlrc lrr_castplatc.
-I hc clilinc cxplanatiorr of this double lcprcscrtatiorr
o[ Isracl in thc drcss of thc high plicsL is, hc 'shall bcat
thcir nalncs befolc.Jeh upon his tlvo shouldcrs lirl a

rncnorial' (Ex. 23: l?, 29). Nlor-covcr, his clrurittiug
heinous sin involvccl the pcoplc in his grrilt: 'If thc
anointed pricst shall sin so as to bring guilt on thc
people' (Lcv. 4:3). lhe LXX rcacls, 'lf thc anointcd
pricst shall sin so as to rnakc thc people siu.' 1'he
anointccl pt-iest, of coursc, is thc high pricst. \Vltcrt he
sinnc<I, thc peoplc sinnctl. FIis oflicial aclion \\'as
rcckoncd as thcir action. 'l'hc lrholc lirlion sharcd iu
the trcsl)ass o[ thcir represcntative. -fhc colrvcrsc al)-
pcars to bc just as tme. \\Ihat he dirl in his oflicial
capacity, as prccribccl bv thc Lorrl, las rcckorrctl as
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rlonc.irl thc. rrholc cong.r-esation: ,Evcry hiah pricst. . rs al)l)()ir)tc(l Ior mcrr' (Hcb. it:l).,,_Tlu: Itttcr-
ttatir>.tttl.Sta.ndard I)iblt: En c1r.l olae clln, vot. 4, p. 2439,
aft. "Pl icst."

lhc r-c1rr-cscntative chat-actcr of rhc hish prie!t
shorrkl be stresscd. Adanr \!as lhe rcprcsentatlr e rr an.
\\'hen hc sinned, thc lor-ld sinnccl, incl rlcarh passcrl
rrl)on all nlcn. (R<xr. ir:12.) ,.Ily one rnan,s oflcncc:
(lcath reignc(l; by one nlar's disol)({iicncc rnanv
rr, rl rn,r,lr .inno.." \ o.,. ti.llt.

So likcrrisc Christ, being lhc sccoD(l nran and thchrt .\darn, \ra! 1he fcl)rcicllativc lt)an. .,It is rvritrcn,'I ire fir'st ntan _.\dan1 \{as nla(lc a livtrrg soul; thc last
.\claur las rnacle a clriiclcnilv spir.r't. f.hc first
rrran is o[ tlle carl]r, carlhv: the secortl nrart is th|
l.orrl lrorrr hcarcn." I Cor-. lir:15-47. ,.,\s lrv rhc oIJe,ncc
oI ouc ju<lunrcnt cal)rc ul)on all nrcn to corrclcrnn a ti ol;
cvcn so b) thc r-iqhtcousncss oI one thc fr-cc gift carnc
Lrpoll all nrcrn unto jusrificarion of life.,, Roru. 5;lg.
"I'ot- as bl one rnan's disolrcdicncc nlany r\,ere nladil
sinncLs, so bv the obcdicncc oI orc shall many l.re rnadc
lishteous." Verse lg. ,,For-at in Atlarn ajl dic, even so
in Christ shall all bc made alivc." I Cor-. l5:ll.
_.. 

Thc high priest, l)eirg in a spccial scnse a ligurc of(-lllrist, rras also lhc rcpres(.n tat i1.e marr. Ilc srood for.ali
Israel. IIc can-icd thcir itur.dcns alcl sirrs. Hc borc tlre
iniquity ofall thc holr rlrinss. He borc rheir juclgncnt.
\\Ihen he sinncd, Jsr.acl sinnccl. \\.hcn hc nriclc'atorrc-
rnenr for hirlsclf, Istacl rras acccptc(l.


