i i was
In the mount with God Moses was given a view of the Faber:;a;::alen::
to build as the center of worship for the new nation o 4

What Is the szctmry?

IN DANIEL’S VISION (Daniel 8:14) the
mighty angel of Jehovah solemnly affirmed that at the
end of the 2300 days, or in 1844, the sanctuary would be
cleansed. The cleansing of the sanctuary, then, is the cen-
tral and controlling question in this wonderful prophecy
of Daniel 8. But before we can understand the cleansing
of the sanctuary we must know what constitutes the sanc-
tuary.

Hence the question arises, “What is the sanctuary?”
The answer is found in Hebrews 9:1;

“Verily the first covenant had also ordinances of di-
vine service, and a worldly sanctuary.”

What was this? The Scripture explains:

“There was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was
the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which
is called the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the tab-
ernacle which is called the holiest of all; which had the
golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round
about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had
manna, and Aaron’s rod thar budded, and the tables of
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the covenant; and over it the cherubims of gloty shadow-
ing the mercy seat; of which we cannot now speak pat-
ticularly” (Hebtews 9:2-5).

This description is so specific that there is no mistaking
the object to which reference is here made. Every Bible
reader knows that Paul in this text refers to the tabernacle
erected by Moses in the wilderness according to the Lord’s
direction. Here is given a brief description of the two
apartments of that tabernacle—the holy and the Most
Holy Place—with the various vessels of service. The
Lord Himself expressly called this tabernacle His sanc-
tuary. (Exodus 25:8.)

Made Prominent in the Scriptures

This tabernacle built by Moses is described very mi-
nutely in Exodus, chapters 24 to 40. The earthly sanctuary
was of such importance that sixteen chapters of the Bible
are devoted to an explanation of its construction. Also one
entire book, Leviticus, is given over to 2 detailed consid-
eration of the various services that were carried forward
in this earthly sanctuary. In the New Testament one im-
pottant book, the epistle to the Hebrews, is devoted to the
Mosaic tabernacle, its ordinances, and their meaning.

The Mosaic tabernacle formed a parallelogram about
forty-five feet long and fifteen feet wide; and when
erected, stood with its sides looking north and south, and
its ends east and west. The sides and the western extremity
were constructed of detachable boards, standing upright,
set in sockets of silver at the bottom, and joined together
at the top with bars; and both the boards and bars wete
overlaid with gold. At the east end, which was the en-
trance, were five pillars of acacia wood, overlaid with
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g?ld, set in sockets of brass. The roof and ceiling consisted
of four different coverings. The first and inner covering
1\:;)v'as I‘nade of fine linen, embroidered with figures of cheru-

im in blue, purple, and scarlet. The second coverin wa
composed of goats hair, the third of rams’ skins d eg reds
and the fou‘rth and last of badgers’ skins. At the eazt end ,
fine embroidered curtain, hung upon the five wooden 'la
lars overlaid with gold, formed the door of the sanctufiiyﬂ

Two Apartments

The tabernacle was divided into
rgeans of another veil, embroidered irt1w ;olilpi;t;::él tifilzl{
Iafs ﬁ,%ures of angels‘, anc% suspended from four other pil-
Thesc; f:';vood,_loverlald with gold, set in sockets of silver.
4 ur pillars were placed at exactly two thirds the
istance from the front to the rear end of the tabernacle
The first apartment was called the holy place; the seconci
¥§s callet.dl the Most Holy Place, or the Holy of Holies
e.furmture of the first apartment, or the holy plac .
consisted of the table of shewbread, the altar of i
and the golden candlestick. ’ e
1 The table of.shewbreacl stood on the north side. On
this table the priests were each Sabbath to place tvs;el
cakes of fresh bread, arranged in two heaps. The loav:::e
that were removed, being accounted holy, were to be:
3?;?5?2:5 bg Lhe priests. It was called the shewbread, or
of t il i i ,
oy Jeeix(')e:;ﬁce, because it was continually be-
o "’I'hf1 shewbread pointed to Jesus Christ, “the bread of
¢, the true and living bread from heaven, for men
(John 6:32-35, 48-51.) Jesus is the real breaci of the d"
vine presence, because He is the one who is always in th:
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st was a candlestick,
The tabernacle consisted of two apartments. In the fir: ‘

I‘k.
a table and an aItat Of incense. Il’l the second was the a
t]

WHAT IS THE SANCTUARY?

presence of God. He is the true bread, because He feeds
mankind with His own life and power. It is He that
“giveth life unto the world.” The shewbread was de-
signed to teach men to feed upon Jesus as the everlast-
ing Word.

On the south was the seven-branched golden candle-
stick, with its seven lamps. As there were no windows in
the tabernacle, the lamps were never all extinguished at
the same time, but shed their light by day and by night.
This golden candlestick pointed to Jesus Christ, the Light-
giver to the world. (John 8:12.) He came to give men
light. His life itself was light. (John 1:4.)

Just in front of the inner veil, which separated the
holy place from the Most Holy, stood the golden altar of
incense. Upon this altar the priest burned incense every
morning and evening at the hour of prayer. (Luke 1:9,
10.) This incense tepresented the righteousness of Jesus
Christ, by which man’s prayers are made acceptable to
God. As the sweet incense ascended, diffusing its rich
perfume throughout the tabernacle, so the Lord would
have men know that the prayers that come in imper-
fect language from the lips of His children, ascend direct
to the throne of God, made fragrant by the precious merit
of Jesus Christ, (Romans 8 :26, 27; Revelation 8:2-4)

The Most Holy Place

The Most Holy Place, or inner apartment of the sanc-
tuary, contained but one article of furniture, and that was
the ark of the covenant, or testament. This was a chest,
overlaid with gold. In it were two tables of stone, upon
which was written the law of God, or the Ten Command-
ments. The cover of the ark was a solid piece of fine gold,
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on each end of which stood the figure of an ang§1, or co.xfre'r-
ing cherub. These angels stood with uplifted wing, as if in
wori‘?ll)%ve the mercy seat, between the cherubxm,‘ aE
peared the supernatural bright light called the Shekinah,
the visible manifestation of Jehovah’s presence among
o Ilflf;zp(}sx’rer of the ark has been called the mercy seat,
because mercy and pardon were granted to t‘he rep;n;ant
sinner when the blood of his oﬂ'ering_wa:s sptmkled‘ e ort;
and upon it, thus honoring and satisfying Fhe }cllzgmg :n
the holy law beneath the mercy seat, which had be
ressed.
tran;irrounding the tabernacle was a court one hundred
fifty feet long by seventy-five fe:et wide. This court.1 Iwas
surrounded by hangings of fine lmfen sgpported by pi a;:z.
Its longer dimension was in the d{recnon of the east an
west, with a door forty-five feet wide, formefl of curtains,
and opening to the east. This court, enclosing the ;ari:—
tuary, was erected in the center of _the encampment O ht c;
Israelites. Three tribes pitched their tents to t_he north 0
it, three to the south of it, three to the east of it, and three
west of it.
N tklli the western half of this court stood the tabernacle.
In the eastern half, a space seventy-five feet square, thege
were two articles of furniture, the brazen laver and the
great brazen altar of sacrifice, The 'brazen altar Wa?[ 1t;15t
inside the gate of the court, and on it were offered ; the
sacrifices of the people of Israel. This aItaF taught the
great truth of justification by faith. Every saf:n.ﬁce that1 was
placed on this altar pointed to the great sacrifice of Calvary
as the only way man can get right with God.
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The laver stood between the altar and the door of the
tabernacle proper. Here the priests cleansed themselves
before entering upon any of the services of the sanctuary.
Thus they were taught the truth of sanctification—that
those whom God set apart to His service must be purged
from sin,

Observe now how, in the sanctuary, the varied glories
of Jesus Christ were set forth in figure. The shewbread
pointed to Him as the bread of life. The candlestick repre-
sented the Holy Spirit, received through Christ. The in-
cense offered on the golden altar represented the merit of
Christ, which alone makes prayer acceptable to God. Like-
wise the brazen altar, with its various offerings, fore-

shadowed different phases of the work of Christ for the
salvation of man.

When Type Met Antitype

A few centuries after the Israclites became settled in
the Promised Land, this portable tabernacle gave place to
the beautiful Temple at Jerusalem. This Temple then be-
came the earthly sanctuary of the first covenant. (See
Hebrews 9:1.) Thus God ordained that for about fifteen
hundred years the divine service should be conducted in
a typical sanctuary.

But the time came when the shadow, the typical offer-
ings of the Levitical system, must give place to the sub-
stance, the sacrifice of the Lamb of God.

Two days before His crucifixion, Christ departed from
the Temple for the last time. Turning to the priests, He
said, “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate” (Mat-
thew 23:38). When Jesus expired upon the cross with
the cry, “It is finished,” the veil of the Temple was rent
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from top to bottom by unseen hands. (Matthew 27:51.)
T Lo SR -8 S ] This was to show that the service of God in this earthly
; e L - Temple had come to an end. This beautiful structure re-
\_,_,. e P e L IR == B mained standing until A.p. 70, when it was completely
~ P b A / destroyed by the Romans. But it ceased to be the sanctuary
St of God when the great Sacrifice was offered on Calvary’s
cross, and the dispensation of types came to an end.
Where, then, is the sanctuary that was to be cleansed
in 18442 The earthly sanctuary of the old covenant had
ceased to exist hundreds of years before this date was
reached. The question now arises, Is there any other sanc-
tuary brought to view in the Scriptures? Has the new
covenant a sanctuary?

The Sanctuary in Heaven

The use of the word “also,” in Hebrews 9:1, shows
that the second, or new, covenant, which was ratified at the
death of Christ, has a sanctuary. The scripture tells us that
the first covenant had “sls0 ordinances of divine service,
and a worldly sanctuary.” And as the two covenants are
contrasted in the eighth and ninth chapters, this is the
Same as saying that the new covenant has likewise its
service and its sanctuary.

Hebrews 9:8 speaks of this earthly sanctuary as “the
first tabernacle.” If that was the first, there must be a sec-
ond. And as this first tabernacle was the sanctuary of God
during the time covered by the first, or old, covenant, then
at the crucifixion of Christ, when the ministry of the sec-
ond, or new, covenant took the place of the ministry un-
der the first, or old, covenant, the second tabernacle must
‘have taken the place of the first, and thjs must be the sanc-
tuary of God under the new covenant.
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Now the question comes, Where shall we look for this
sanctuary of the new covenant, under which we are living
today? By the use of the word “also” in Hebrews 9:1 the
writer of this epistle intimates that he had spoken before of
this sanctuary. So we find at the beginning of the eighth
chapter the sanctuary of the new covenant set forth in
these words:

“Now of the things which we have spoken this is the
sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; a min-
ister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which
the Lord pitched, and not man” (Hebrews 8:1, 2).

Here a contrast is shown between the first and second
tabernacles, namely, between the tabernacle of the old
and the tabernacle of the new covenant. The first was
pitched by man, erected by Moses; the second was pitched
by the Lord, not by man. The first tabernacle was the place
where the earthly priests performed their ministry under
the old covenant; the second is the place where Jesus

Christ, the High Priest of the new covenant, performs His
ministry. The first was here on the earth; the second is

in heaven.

Built After a Pattern

We must not conclude that this earthly sanctuary, ot
first tabernacle (Hebrews 9:8), was made before the
heavenly sanctuary existed. The sanctuary built by Moses
was built after a pattern. The great original existed in
heaven: what Moses constructed was but a figure. When
he was instructed to build the sanctuary, he was shown on
the mountain a pattern that he was to take as a model.
He was shown not only a pattern of the sanctuary as a
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;hséz 1:;1;:) also Iof ?fery article of furniture to be placed
ernacle. The Lord’s instructions i
1 to him were,
s}f:sl;dthfg thqu mﬁke them after their pattern, which was
ee in the ”
e mount” (Exodus 25:40; see also
What was the {
pattern after which the earthl .
tuarzlwas thus built? Listen to the apostle: Y
= : Zas therefﬁre 1r(liecessary that the patterns of things
eavens should be purified with th
: ese; but th
ifaven;y thmgs 'thernselves with better sacrifices thaz
W;;e.h or‘:i Chr:ls;t 1;1 not entered into the holy places made
ands, which are the figures b i
3 _ : of the true; but into
eaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God f
us” (Hebrews 9:23, 24). >
tuM'I‘hxs scripture plainly teaches that the earthly sanc-
e y xivas patterned after “things in the heavens”; that jts
A : };l F aces, or apartments, were “figures of the tn;e " This
sa:;; my sanctuary was simply a model of the he;ivenly
Wary, which was already in existence in heaven.
r e 1am'e not to understand from this that the Mosaic
% rnacle and its services were an exact replica, or the
4 ty Ir;}age_, of the heavenly sanctuary and its service, for
! is se , -evu.ient that earthly things cannot fully repre’sent
ela;e_n y thll.’lgS. (Hebrews 10:1.) The earthly sanctuar
with its services under the old dispensation was a type 0¥

1

Seen by John in Vision

bl ’ n 0 1
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ple there which he called “the temple of God” (Revela-
tion 11:19). It was the sanctuary, for it had furniture that

belonged only to the sanctuary. He saw seven lamps of
fire burning before the throne. (Revelation 4:5.) Here, |

then, is the antitype of the golden candlestick of the
earthly sanctuary, with its seven branches. He saw the
altar of incense, the golden censer, and much incense, all
of which pertained exclusively to the sanctuary. (Revela-
tion 8:3.) In Revelation 11:19 we read that when the sec-
ond apartment of the heavenly temple was opened, John
saw “in his temple the ark of his testament.” What was
the ark? It was an article of sanctuary furniture found in
the Most Holy Place.

Thus John beheld the sanctuary in heaven; he has
given us a brief description of it and has mentioned the es-
sential articles of its furniture. And what more need we?
Moses says he made the sanctuary after a pattern that was

shown to him. The book of Hebrews says plainly that ’

that pattern was the true sanctuary, and that it is now in
heaven; and John completes the chain of evidence by say-
ing that he actually saw it there.

This heavenly sanctuary has two apartments, in har-
mony with the plan of the earthly tabernacle given to
Moses. From John’s description of the vatious articles of
furniture, which he saw in the heavenly temple, it is plain
that he was shown both apartments of the true sanctuaty
above. (Revelation 4:5; 8:3; 11:19.)

What the Sanctuary Teaches
Let us note here how emphatically this subject of the

sanctuary teaches the binding obligation, the perpetuity
and immutability, of the holy law of God.
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As the two tables of stone, containin
Ten CO{nmandments written by the ﬁnlgi chgdoir:e
placed in the ark of the testament in the Most, HOI'E
Place of the typical, or earthly, sanctuary, so the origina);
of the Ten Commandments must be in the ark of His
testament, which John saw in the Most Holy apartm
of the heavenly sanctuary. i
: Before any change could be made in t
it would be necessary to change the original,h :vl:?celf E;iofs::
in heaven. He who would make such a change would
have to scale the battlements of heaven, fight his wa
through those mighty angelic hosts that surround the 'asy
per Fhrone, and reach into the ark of God’s testament I]m
possTbIe? Yes. Just so it is impossible for any human a
thority to make any change in God’s law. -

Sin the Transgression of the Law

m:ﬁ: purgose (;lf Christ’s atoning work and intercessory
/ under the new covenant is to i
(Hebrews 9:26), and “sin is the transgressi:)arli{ Zfatvgzyla:ﬁ
(i3 ]oh'n 3:4).. It is clear, then, that the ministry of Christ
our -ngh Priest, in the heavenly sanctuary toda has:
special ‘reference to the law of Ten Cornmandment)sr th
law ghnch Ilaoints out what sin is. (Romans 3:20.) i
Yot only does the new covenant provi -
for sin th'rough the sacrificial and nfegi‘:tiii:llﬂigilidig
Jesus Christ but another one of its provisions is that the
same law of ten commandments, written upon stone un
der th.e old covenant, shall, under the gospel dispensation-
l;lwrztten upon the heart (Jeremiah 31:3 1-33; Hebrews’
(i’ Ol)n,1 tixaf it may be obeyed and so revealed in the life
sa 0:7, 8; Romans 8:3, 4). Thus the moral law,
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written on the two tables of stone and binding on God’s
people during the Mosaic age, stands unchanged today
and is in force upon Christians under the gospel dis-
pensation. A study of the texts cited will make it clear that
the final aim of the priestly mediation of Christ is the res-
toration of the supremacy of the moral law.

An examination of the ceremonial law of the Levitical
system makes it plain that the ministration in the earthly
sanctuary was performed with special reference to the law
of Ten Commandments. The ministry of the priests in the
earthly sanctuary was a shadow of Christ’s ministry in the
heavenly sanctuary. (Hebrews 8:5.) Christ’s ministry is
the reality, the substance, shadowed forth by theirs. Hence
the Ten Commandment law in the ark, with reference to
‘which the shadowy services were performed, must be the
very same as that in the real ministry of the gospel dispen-
sation. In other words, the real ministry of Christ must be
performed with reference to the same law in every par-
ticular, with reference to which the shadowy ministration
of the Levitical priesthood was performed. If not, then
their ministry was not a shadow of His, the two dispensa-
tions are rent asunder, and the whole arrangement of

God's grace in both the OId and the New Testament is
thrown into chaos.

The Sanctuary the Center of Gospel Truth

The book of Hebrews was written to show that the sac-
rifices of the old were types of the greater sacrifice of the
new. Its priests were types of Jesus Christ in His perfect
priesthood, and their ministry was performed unto the
shadow and example of the ministry of our Priest above.

) ; The epistle to the Hebrews, in the New Testament, is a
Robert MEIIidge 'S - &- : . M. ELDRIDGE, AL

in the presence of Goi 41
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Since the Saviour ascended to heaven to appear i e e
for us,” He has been serving as our high priest in
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commentary on the book of Leviticus in the Old Testa-
ment, tracing the priesthood and remedial work of Jesus
Christ as typified in every detail in the Levitical priest-
hood and in the complete round of sacrificial service in
the earthly sanctuary. It is clear, then, that in order to un-

derstand the work of Jesus Christ as High Priest, as set |

forth in Hebrews, we must understand the meaning of

those services that were performed by the Levitical priests |

in the earthly sanctuary, as commanded by Moses in the
book of Leviticus.

There is no other subject that so fully unites all parts
of the Sacred Volume into one harmonious whole as this
subject of the sanctuary. Every gospel truth centers in the |

suf.

The question, What is the sanctuary? has been cleatly
and fully answered in the scriptures cited. The term safc-S
tuary as used in the Bible refers first to the tabernacle’
built by Moses as 2 figure of the true; and, second, to the
“true tabernacle” in heaven, the sanctuary of the new
covenant, to which the earthly sanctuary pointed. At the
death of Christ the typical service ended. At the termina
tion of the 2300 days, in 1844, there had been no san¢
tuary on earth for many centuries. Thus the prophed
“Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall
the sanctuary be cleansed,” unquestionably points to the
sanctuary in heaven. A careful consideration of the serv:
ices of the Mosaic tabernacle will now reveal what &
meant by the cleansing of the sanctuary. }
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sanctuary service and radiates from it like the rays of the
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