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by accepting Christ we “are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God.” 
 Ancient Israel failed in thei r observance of God’s holy Sabbath. The true Israel of God are t o be 
tested in this great truth also. In Matthew 24 we have the words of Christ advising His followers. He spoke 
of the destruction of Jerusalem, which a-dually occurred in AD 70, 39 years later. And in speaking of the 
necessity of their flight from that city, Christ said, “But pray that your flight be not in the winter, neither on 
the Sabbath day.” Thirty-nine years of p rayer that one Sa bbath might not be desec rated. This i s Christ’s 
view of the importance of Sabbath observance in the Christian dispensation. Thus a true Israelite is on e in 
harmony with the commandments of God. 
 That the term Israel includes the thought of character is portrayed by the words of Christ in John  
1:47: “Behold an Israelite in deed in whom is no guile!” And the same chapter that describes the result of 
the final message that produces a people keeping the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, uses a 
similar express ion to the words of Christ: “And in their mouth was fo und no guile; for they are w ithout 
fault before the throne of God.” Revelation 14:5. The greatest miracle of t hese days is the work of Christ 
and His, gospel i n gat hering a peo ple o ut of “e very nation, an d kindred, a nd t ongue, and people,” and 
lifting them from the p it o f sin  and  transgression, and  mak ing them Israelites in deed, without gu ile, and 
ready to meet Christ at His coming. 
  
 

39. CHRISTIAN BAPTISM 
A Necessary Expression of Faith 

 
 ABOUT 2,800 years a go, t here live d a  prom inent leade r, a  captai n of a vast arm y. He was a  
favorite of his king; a mighty man of valor; but he was a leper. Notwithstanding his high national position, 
his I popularity, his victories in war, his leprosy remained. It was something beyond his power to, remove. 
This man’s name was Naaman, his king the King of Syria, and his history is recorded in the fifth chapter of 
the Second Book of Kings. 
 

A RAY OF HOPE 
 Rich-in this world’s goods, Naaman would have gi ven thousands of p ounds’ worth of si lver o r 
gold to be cured of his leprosy.  

But in his day a cure for that dread disease could not be bought from doctor or nurse, nor could it 
be found in medicines of any description dispensed by man. But a ray  of hope shone from another source 
yes, a ray of l ight emanating from the great Sun of Righteousness, with “healing in His wings.” One great 
fact was as true then as now.  

The mighty God of the universe ruled, and was mightier than the deadly grip of leprosy. 
 Naaman’s wife had a servant girl from the land of the Israelites. She was a captive girl, but knew 
well the power of her God. She directed attention to El isha, the prophet of Go d, l iving then in Samaria. 
Possessed with a s upreme desire to be  clean from  his leprosy, Naam an drove in h is chariot to the door of 
Elisha. A wise move indeed. 
 The prescription for the cure  of Naam an’s leprosy is recorded in 2 Ki ngs 5:10, “Go and wash in 
Jordan sev en t imes.” Poo r Naa man cou ld see no  wisdom in this d ivine prescription, and was filled  with 
rage. Had he not better rivers in his own country? The waters of Abana or Pharpar were surely better. Why 
the co mmand, “Go  wash  in  Jo rdan”? He failed  to  co mprehend that God, the great  healer of b odies and 
souls, was not depe ndent o n t he vi rtues of water t o heal. The p romised bl essing awaited Naam an’s 
obedience to an  inspired command. Not in  the flowing  waters of th e Jordan lay th e virtue to  heal; but a 
simple dem onstration o f fai th an d o bedience, t hat coul d be gi ven o nly by  hi s goi ng i nto t he wat er as 
commanded, brought t he promised b lessing. To “w ash in Jorda n” i n the way s pecified, was t he way of 
obedience and healing. Naaman’s servant speaks: “If the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldst 
you not have done, it? How much rather then, when he said to thee, Wash, and be clean?” 
 Naaman saw l ight. “ Wash a nd be cl ean.” No other rem edy, b ut si mple obe dience t o heave n’s 
message. He ob eyed. His obedience to the plain message of Heaven through the pr ophet of God, brought 
‘its reward. It always does; it always will. 
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LEPROSY OF SIN-CAN IT BE WASHED AWAY? 
 Like Naam an of old, we fi nd n o m an-made cu re f or t he l eprosy of s in. “Ni tre a nd soap” a re 
powerless to remove its foul stains. Jeremiah 2:22. I once read of an advertisement extolling a-wondrous 
preparation fo r th e removal o f all stain s in clo th. It was “sure to  do it, n ever kno wn to fail.” B ut I am  
thinking now of other stains-stains that have struck into the very textures of l ife, and have left, their black 
mark on the character. And who has not known the sting of sin? While the heart sickens at, the enormity of 
sin’s guilty stains, we hear the sweet words of hope as found in Isaiah 1:18. “Come now, and let us reason 
together, said the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as wh ite as sn ow; though they be red 
like crimson they shall be as wool.” God has a remedy for sin’s scars as surely as H e had for Naaman’s 
leprosy; and like Naaman we must believe in the remedy, and act accordingly.  
 The remedy i s fo und i n C hrist, by  vi rtue of Hi s death, b urial, a nd res urrection. He a sks us t o 
believe this, and He requires a simple though commanded demonstration of our belief in the efficacy of the 
atoning sacri fice of Christ’s death, burial, and  resurrection on  our behalf by being “buried wi th Him by 
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the g lory of th e Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4. 
 God b reaks t he shackl es of sin fo r t hose who f ollow the p art of sim ple faith  an d obedience. 
Naaman was healed, not by the water of the river Jordan, but by the Lord whom he obeyed by his washing 
in th e river. So  with b aptism, th e v irtue is n ot i n th e water, but in  faith in , and  obedience to, C hrist, 
demonstrated by our burial in the water as commanded. 
 So we read “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away 
of th e filth  of the flesh , bu t t he an swer of a goo d conscience t oward God), b y t he resurrection of Jesu s 
Christ.” 1 Peter 3:21. 
 

FAITH IN GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION 
 The o rdinance of baptism i s t he ex pression o f o ur faith in G od’s pl an of sal vation t hrough t he 
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. It is the evidence of a good conscience toward God. Simple faith 
and obedience are well pleasing to our heavenly Parent, and always bring their reward.  
 On t he other han d, t o reject t he com mand of G od regarding ba ptism is t o do s o t o ou r et ernal 
detriment. To i gnore or re ject bapt ism wo uld be a n expression o f i ndifference, di sregard, a nd disbelief 
toward Christ, who c ommanded, “Go y ou therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the na me of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” Matthew 28:19. Luke 7:29, 30 clearly shows that those 
who rejected J ohn’s call to repentance a nd ba ptism re jected not m erely the m essage of a preac her, but 
“rejected the c ounsel of God against themselves; being not baptized of him.” That baptism, which Jesus, 
the superintendent of the universe, Himself requested, urged, and .received, saying, “Suffer it to be so now; 
for thus it b ecomes us to fulfill all rig hteousness” (Matthew 3:13-16), men, in our d ay as in  His, reject to 
their own detriment, “against themselves,” as the Scripture puts it. 
 People today might reason along the lines of Naam an and question the wisdom and necessi ty of 
baptism. But Christ says, “ Ye are My fri ends, if you  do whatsoever I com mand you.” John 15:14. In 1 
Corinthians 15:2-4, Paul refers to the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ as the basis of salvation. He 
wants to know if you believe that, and if you are prepared to let the world know that you believe it.  

He tells you how to give evi dence of your belie f, and expects you to act accordi ngly! Do you 
inquire how? You will find  full in structions in  R omans 6:1 -15. You y ourself m ust p articipate in  a very 
literal death to self and sin, followed by a complete burial in the waters of baptism, and a rising to newness 
of life. 
 If this death to sin is genuine, sins being not only confessed but forsaken, and completely buried in 
the wate rs of baptism, and the “ newness of life”  w ith Christ c ontinues, it is accepted of Heaven as a  
demonstration of our faith in the efficacy of the deat h, burial, and resurrection of Christ. It becomes in the 
words of 1 Peter 3:21, “the answer of a good conscience toward God.” 
   
 

40. BAPTISM 
What It Is, and What Must Precede It 

 
 THE following are ad ditional thoughts on the subject of baptism from Pastor Mitchell’s mission 
address on Sunday night:  
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 A knowledge of the etymology of the word “baptize” as well as its use in Scripture, is to know that 
its meaning is i mmersion or co mplete burial in  the water. It  i s derived from the’ Greek word “baptizo,” 
coming fr om t he G reek w ord “ bapto,” w hich m eans t o w helm or co ver wholly, t o di p or i mmerse. 
Tertullian uses th e wo rd “d ipped.” This is th e real m eaning of baptize. Neith er i n Scrip ture, nor in th e 
Greek classical literatu re is “b aptizo” ev er t ranslated “sprink ling” o r “pou ring,” bu t always eith er 
“baptized,” “ buried,” “di pped,” “immersed,” “c overed,” “ planted,” “was hed,” “plunged,”   or 
“overwhelmed.” These are  the only de finitions which are gi ven the word “ba ptize” by Greek 
lexicographers. 
  

SCRIPTURAL PRACTICE 
 Christening by pouring or sprinkling water on the head is not baptizing. “Therefore we are buried 
with Hi m by  bapt ism,” expl ains Pa ul i n R omans 6: 4. John 3:23 reads “And J ohn al so wa s ba ptizing i n 
Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and t hey came, a nd were baptized.” Here, you 
notice, t he people went to t he place where there was “ much water.” Little water is all that is used in 
christening, which c ontrast reveals how far the pr actice o f sp rinkling h as strayed fro m th e ap ostolic 
command and practice of baptism. Christening with a few drops of water is not synonymous with baptism, 
but something entirely different, and absolutely foreign to the Scriptural command and practice. There is  
nothing in christening that signifies the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. Christening is emblematic 
of nothing in the gospel plan, and t herefore is a meaningless and w orthless, though harmless, ceremony, 
except for the fact that many people being satisfied with this useless infant sprinkling are thus robbed of the 
desire to seek the true baptism as commanded and taught in Scripture. 
 Jesus, the true  pattern for Christians , was, according to Matthew 3:13-1 6, ba ptized not on the  
banks of the Jordon by a few drops of its water being sprinkled on His head, but by His going right into the 
waters of  the ri ver, whe re He was bapt ized by  John, as is proved by  the fact that He, “when He  was 
baptized, went up straightway out of the water.” Matthew 3:16. Describing the baptism of the Ethiopian by 
Philip, Acts 8 :38 tells of t heir going down, “bo th in to the water.” The Eth iopian churches of Ab yssinia, 
which were founded by Frumentius during the fourth century, never fell under the influence of the Roman 
Catholic Chu rch (wh ich chu rch led th e way in  ad opting sprink ling in stead of immersio n) until th e 
seventeenth cen tury. And it is in teresting to n ote that the Christian churches of Ethiopia which were not 
influenced by  the Eu ropean drift from apo stolic doct rine, al ways o bserved t he p ractice of baptism by 
immersion. I n fact, baptism by i mmersion was t he p ractice i n E uropean and other countries f or t hirteen 
centuries of the Christian era, even by, the Roman Catholic Church, as is taught by their historians. In some 
of the oldest Roman Catholic cathedrals in the most ancient of European cities, built in some cases as early 
as the fourth century AD, there are still to be seen immense marble baptismal fountains, in which believers 
were i mmersed cent uries ag o. I n re ply t o quest ions as ked by  vi sitors t he pri ests al ways repl y: “These 
baptismal lavers were used in the early centuries by this church to immerse the converts as they came into 
the church. We no longer use them; we practice sprinkling now.” 
 The Greek Catholic Church still practices immersion. Here is an interesting statement from the pen 
of C harles S. Longac re aft er his tra vels through th irteen coun tries in  Eu rope: “ In vi siting t he Greek 
Catholic ch urches in  Ru mania an d Yu goslavia, w e fo und th at th e G reek Cath olic Chu rch, wh ich is th e 
established church of those countries, and antedates in origin even the Roman Catholic Church, has always 
practiced an d does still practice, b aptism b y i mmersion. The Greek Catholic Church uniformly practices 
trine immersion.” Dean Stanley, the famous English churchman and historian, puts the historical facts in a 
few w ords: “I mmersion was  t he i nvariable pract ice of t he pri mitive churc h. It  wa s t he alm ost uni versal 
practice of Christians for thirteen centuries.” 
 

AGE FOR BAPTISM 
 Referring to the correct age for baptism, it must at least be the age of intelligent understanding. A 
whole-hearted surrender and intelligent, obedient service to Christ, ho wever, are of more importance than 
age. Luke 3:21-23 gives the age of Christ at the time of His baptism as “about thirty years.” I have read of 
persons of a hundred years and over, even up to 11 of years of age, being baptized.  

During the years of my ministry I have baptized men and women of ages ranging from the early 
teens to around the eightieth year or over, but never an infant. 
 Now I will cit e some necessary prerequisites to baptism which show that God ne ver intended that 
infants should be baptized.  
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First. Matthew 28:19, 20 places the command to “teach” be fore baptism . Instruction in the  
fundamentals of the gospel being a nece ssary pre paration to ba ptism excludes thos e not of the a ge of 
understanding. 
 Second. Mark 16:16 shows that believing is an essential that precedes baptism: “He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved.” The Ethiopian of Acts 8:36, 37 asked, “See, here is water, what doth hinder 
me to be baptized?” And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart you may.” 
 Third. The th ird essen tial that must p recede baptism to  repen tance is a reform ation an d th e 
forsaking of sins. Peter said, “Repent and be bapt ized and yo u shall receive the g ift of the Holy Ghost.” 
Acts 2:38. An infant has no sins of which to repent, and therefore needs no baptism. 
 Fourth. The fourth essential is obedience. The Holy Spirit is promised to those who repent and are 
baptized. But Acts 5 :32 states that God gives the Holy Spirit “to  them that obey”; therefore obedience is a 
necessary prerequisite to baptism, if we expect God to accept our baptism, and fulfill His promise in giving 
the Holy Spirit. In order for bap tism to have any value and v irtue to the souls to whom it is ad ministered, 
these four necessary steps must precede it. 
 

ONE IMMERSION 
 Now we m ay say a wo rd about tri ne b aptism as practiced by s ome. Som e, beca use of the  
command to be baptized into the “name of the Father, and o f the Son, and of th e Holy Ghost,” think that 
this n ecessitates a threefo ld baptism. Bu t th is is unscriptural. Ephesians 4: 5 say s, “ one baptism,” or, t o 
make it plainer, one immersion, for immersion is the true meaning of the original text. One immersion, not 
three, is the requi rement of Scripture. T he fact th at, as Rom ans 6:5 teaches, ba ptism is to be “in the 
likeness” of Christ’s death and resurrection, proves t hat it i s a si ngle immersion, for Christ had but one 
burial and one resurrection. This is true of single immersion, and none other; and no other mode is taught 
anywhere in the .sacred canon of Scri pture. The words of Francis Ridley Havergal apply very fittingly to 
baptism: “W e may b e q uite sure of three th ings. First, that-wh atever our Lord  co mmands u s, He really 
means us t o d o. Sec ondly, t hat what ever He com mands us i s for o ur go od al ways. An d t hirdly, t hat 
whatever He commands, He is able and willing to enable us to do, for ‘all God’s biddings are enablings.’ 
  
 

41. BAPTISM A DEFINITE COMMAND 
Vital to Those Who Accept Christianity 

 
 SPEAKING on t he i mportance o f ba ptism, in t he m ission t ent on Wednesday ni ght, Pastor 
Mitchell said:  
 During the years of my contact with men and women as an evangelist, missioner, and minister of 
religion, I have come in contact with various shades of opinion regarding the doctrine of ba ptism. I  have 
met some who were satisfied with  the christening they received as infants. Others feel that so long a s they 
have been born or baptized of the Holy Spirit, that is all that is necessary. And though Bible students may 
hardly b elieve m e, yet i t is a fact th at I have m et a b elief to  t he effect th at, sin ce ap ostolic ti mes, th e 
baptism o f t he Ho ly Sp irit only, is God ’s p lan. Now it is no t m y p urpose t o trou ble yo u with th ese 
conflicting opinions, for I am satisfied  th at th ose ho lding th ese unscriptural v iews have no t stud ied th e 
Scriptures fully on this subject, or perhaps they have studied under the shadow of preconceived opinion. 
 

JESUS POINTS THE WAY 
 Now I propose to show that the Bible commands baptism as a definite part of the duty of all who 
accept Christianity. My first scripture conta ins the wo rds of Jes us Himself, as found in Matt 28:19, 20 . 
Notice them carefully: “Go you therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the  name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you always, even un to the end of the world. Amen.” Note that th is command to  
baptize is for “all nations,” and that it includes all time, “even unto the end of the world.” It is evident then 
that baptism was not to cease with John, or with apostolic times. Further, the baptism referred to here must 
of necessity be baptism by water, for that is the only baptism delegated to the ministry of men. The baptism 
of the Holy Spirit is o f God. Though it is th e privilege of Christian ministers to be “filled with the Spirit,” 
yet with reference to our obeying the command of Christ to baptize, the baptism we conduct and administer 
must of necessity, in the words of Ephesians 4:5, be confined, to “one baptism.” But this baptism of wateir 
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is fo r all n ations, an d for all ti me, an d is clo sely asso ciated with  th e baptism o f th e Holy Sp irit, wh ich 
baptism is worthy of being discussed separately. 
 A further record of this wo rld-embracing command of C hrist is fou nd in M ark 16:15, 16, w here 
baptism is definitely associated with salvation. Baptism is cited here as a prerequisite to salvation: “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” 
 

PETER AND PAUL 
 The second time baptism is commanded in Scripture is the command of Peter. On the authority of 
Christ, a nd by His instruction, Peter c ommanded baptism to the  m ultitudes t hat hea rd him  preach. Acts 
2:37, 38 tells of the multitudinous gathering on the day of Pentecost inquiring, “What shall we do?” “Then 
Peter sai d u nto t hem, R epent, a nd be  ba ptized e very one of y ou i n the nam e of  J esus C hrist for t he 
remission of sins, a nd you s hall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” And like th e command of Christ  that 
was f or al l nat ions an d f or a ll tim e, “even unt o t he en d o f t he wo rld,” Pet er co ntinues i n Act s 2: 39 by  
referring to the promise of the Holy Spirit, associated with baptism. He said, “For the promise is unto you, 
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” Baptism by 
water, c ommanded he re by  Peter, an d t he prom ise of t he Hol y Spi rit were acc ording t o G od’s pl an t o 
continue right along through the Christian dispensation to the end of time. 
 The third time baptism is commanded in Scripture is the command of Ananias. Instructed by the 
Lord, Ananias commanded baptism, to Paul. Acts 9:6-19 records the miraculous conversion of Paul. Truly 
Paul, if anyone, was converted. And he cried out, as all truly converted men will do, “Lord, what wilt You 
have me to do?” The Lord instructed him to “go into the city, and it shall be told thee what you must do.” , 
Then by means of a v ision, Ananias, a serv ant of God , was instructed to visit and instruct Paul. Paul tells 
the thrilling account himself in Acts 22:10-16. He outlines the instruction received from Ananias, and then, 
as verse 16 states, he was t o commence his career as a C hristian by being baptized. “And now why tarry 
you? A rise, an d be ba ptized, and was h aw ay t hy si ns, cal ling on t he name of t he Lor d.” T his wa s t he 
answer to Paul’s question, “Lord, what wilt You have me to do?” 
 

SALVATION AND BAPTISM 
 The fourth reference to a co mmand for baptism is found in Acts 10:47, 48. T his is several years 
after the wonderful ingathering of souls on the day of Pentecost, and Peter finds himself under the direction 
of God called to instruct the Gentiles. He gives them the same command regarding baptism as he gave on 
the day of Pentecost. 
 

BAPTISM A DEFINITE COMMAND 
The scri pture explains itself. It reads; “Can an y m an fo rbid water, that th ese sh ould no t b e 

baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he  commanded them to be ba ptized in 
the name of t he Lord.” Here definite refe rence i s made to wat er baptism, t he candidates having al ready 
“received the Holy Ghost.” 
 The final reference to baptism, made by Peter, is fou nd in 1 Peter 3:21, written in AD 6 0, in the 
later years o f Peter’s ministry. But here he is stil l emphasizing its importance, and he links salvation and 
baptism together: “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us.” 
 A fifth reason why men and women should be baptized is found in the words of John 3:5: “Jesus 
answered, Verily, verily, I sa y unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.” That being born of water refers to baptism is definitely taught in Romans 6:1-11, 
and Acts 10:47, 48; also  Colo ssians 2:12 and 3:1. Su rely n o C hristian will lo ok wit h ind ifference upon 
Christ’s words of J ohn 3:5, which place t he utmost importance upon being baptized, or born of wate r, as 
well as of the Spirit. 
 

AN AGE-OLD QUESTION 
 Now notice the followi ng si milar questions aske d by differe nt pers ons on differe nt occasions. 
First, the cry of the multitude on the day of Pentecost, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Acts 2:37. 
Second, Paul’s cry from the newly converted heart as recorded in Acts 9:6 and 22:10, “Lord, what will You 
have me to do?” “What shall I do, Lord?” And, thirdly, the cry of the jailer of Acts 16:30, “Sirs, what must 
I do t o be sa ved?” In eac h case as show n by the context of t he various chapters, baptism followed as the 
reply to these questions. 
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