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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS.
NUMBER IX.

THE LIFE OF CHRIST.

WeE stated in Lesson No. viii, that we designed to
mention only those things of most importance in
the life of Christ. We noticed his birth place, which
was Bethlehem of Judea; and his being laid in a
manger. The visit of the angel and the multitude
of the heavenly host to the humble shepherds, while
watching their flocks by night, and good old Sim-
con being led by the Holy Ghost into the temple
‘where he saw the child Jesus, and took him in his
arms, and blessed God, ready to depart, for his eyes
had seenof the salvation of the Lord prepared before
the face of all people.
Joseph into Ezypt, with Mary and the young child,
to escape the unger of wicked Herod, who slew all
the children in Bethlehem from two years old nnd
under, in order to be sure to destroy the child
sus. But the infant Saviour was in Egypt
his parents, safe from thc wrath of the wicked
king.

“Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by
Jeremy [Jeremiah] the prophet, saying, In Rama
was there a voice heard, lamentation and weeping,
and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her chil-
dren, and would not be comforted, because they
were not.” Matt. ii, 17, 18. Turn to Jer. xxxi,
15—17, and read the prophecy which foretold the
destruction of these little children. ’

“Thus saith the Lord, a voice was heard in Ra-
mah, lamentation and bitter weeping ; Rachel weep-
ing for her children, refused to be comforted for
her children, because they were not. Thus saith
the Lord ; refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine
eyes from tears; for thy work shall be rewarded,
saith the Lord; and they shall come again from
the land of the enemy. And there is hope in thine
end, saith the Lord, that thy children shall come
again to their own border.”

Here is not only a prophecy foretelling the de-
struction of those children who died little martyrs
for Jesus; but also a glorious promise of their com-
ing to life again at the resurrection ‘of the right-
cous. Words cannot describe the anguish that
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‘Wealso noticed the flight of

those parents must have felt in having their dear
little children torn from them, and put to death ac-
cording to the decrce of Herod. O, how cruel!

But the precious promise. of their coming again,
at the resurrection of the just, from the land of the
enemy, to dwell safely in the New Earth, is indeed
cheering.  There, in the kingdom of peace, pious
parents, who had their dear children taken from
them by the wicked king, will embrace them again,
never more to part.  Those little martyrs will there
never be subject to pain, sorrow, or the anger
of wicked men. O, how the Saviour will smile
on, and love those children, who died martyrs for
him. )

The parents of Jesus went up to Jerusalem ev-
ery vear at the feast of the passover. And when
he was twelve years old, they went up; but when
they returned, Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem.
His parents supposed that he was in their .compa-
~ | ny, until they ha e a day’s journey. And
when they found e was not with them, they
tarned back again to Je seeking him. And
after three days they found him in the temple, sit-
ting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them,
and asking them questions. '

All that heard him were astonished at his un-
derstanding and answers. When his parents saw
him, even they were amazed. His mother said to

, ¥ Son, why hast thou thuflealt with us? Be-
hold, thy father and I have soight thee sorrowing.”
Said Jesus, “ How is it that ye sought me? Wist
ye not [or know ye not] that T must be about my
Father’s business 7’ But they did not understand
him. They did not know that he was the Son of
God, and was to be the Saviour of lost men. That
his Father had sent him into this world to teach
the people, and finally give his life to save them.—
But Mary, his mother, kept all these sayingsin her
heart.

Jesus then went down to Nazareth with his pa-
rents, and was subject unto them. He was obedi-
ent to them, which should teach all children that
it is their duty to be obedient to their parents. It
is also said of Jesus, that he ©increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favor with God and man,”—
Read carefully Luke ii, 40—52.
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NUMBER X.

We will now mention some things relating to
John the Baptist, who was sent before Christ, to
prepare the way before him. . And we wish you to
first read Matt. iii, Mark i, and Luke iii.

In the fiftecnth year of the reign of Tiberius Ce-
sar, John came into all the country ahout Jordan,
p;‘euching and baptizing. This holy man of God
preaching repentance, and erying, ¢ Prepare ye the
way of the Lord,” is foretold by the Prophet.—
Read Tsa. x1, 3—6. e was indeed plain and sim-
ple in his dress and living. His raiment was of
camel’s hair. He wore a leathern girdle about his
loins, and his meat was locusts and wild honey.

“Then went out to him Jerusalem and all Judea,
and all the region round about Jordan, and were
baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.”
“Then cometh Jesus from (alilee to Jordan unto
John, to be baptized of him.” But John felt un-
worthy to baptize the Saviour, and said, “I have
need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to
me?”  The answer of Josus was as follows: “Suf-
ferit to be so now ; for thus it becometh us to ful-
fill all righteousness.” Then John baptized him.
And when Jesus went up out of the water, the
heavens were opened unto him, and the Spirit of
God descended upon him in bodil y shape like a dove,
and a voice came from heaven which said, Thou
art my beloved Son; in thee T am well pleased ?

In iately after Jesus was baptized, he was
led futo:the wilderness to be tunpted of the Devil.
Read Matt. iv, 1—11 ; Luk —l" The Apos-
tle says of Christ, * an High Priest
which cannot be to d Wlth tbe fee]mv of our
infirmities ; but was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin.”” Heb. iv, 15. He also
sayr of him, * Wherefore in all thinzs it behoved
him to be wade like unto his brethren, that he
might be a merciful and faithful llwh Priest in
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation
for the sins of the pﬁe For in that he himse
hath suffered being pted, he is able to succor

them that are tempted.” Heb. ii, 17, 18.
When you are tempted, remember that Jesus

was also tempted. He did not yield to tempta-
tions, therefore was without sin.  You may also
be tempted, but you do not sin unless you give way
to the temptation and do wrong. Our merciful
High Priest in heaven knows how to pity and help
those who are tempted.

Jesus was about thirty years of age when he be-
gan to preach, and to say, “Repent, for the, king-
dom of heaven is at hand.” Walking by the sca
of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew casting a
net into the sea; for they were fishers. He said
to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers
of men.” This means, that they would be sent out
by the Lord to preach the gospel, and men would be
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cony ertcd aud "athered into the church of Christ,
and saved in the kingdom of God. Ile also saw
two brothers, James and John, in a ship, with their
father, mending a net, and called them.  They im-
mediately left the ship, and their father, and fol-
lowed the Lord.

Jesus went about all Galilee, preaching the gos-
pel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of dis-
cases among the people.  His fame went through-
out all Syria, and they brought unto him all sick
people that were taken with divers diseases and tor-
ments, and he healed them. And there followed him
great multitudes of people.

And seeing the multitude, he went up into a
mountain, and when he was set, his disciples came
to him. Ile then opened his mouth, and preached
to them what you may read in the fifth, sixth and
seventh chapters of Matthew, called, Christ’s Ser-
mon on the mount. Thig, the first Sermon of our
Lord Jesus Christ, should be carefully read. And
those who hope to stand in the day of the Lord,
represented by the storm of rain and winds, and
floods, in the close of his Sermon, [ Matt. vii, 24—
29, | must now hear and do these sayings of Christ.

NUMBER XI.
. We can not now stop to speak of all the mira-
cles. sayings and parables of Christ ; but will mere-
ly refer to his acts of mercy which he did on the
Sabbath. It is thought by some that our Lord
broke the Sabbath. This is a very great error.—

Matt. xii.

Jesus and his disciples were on their way to
the synagogue, on the Sabbath, where they saw
the man with a withered hand, they passed through
the corn-field. The disciples plucked the ears of
corn [what we call wheat ] and ate it to satisfy hun-
The Pharisees hated Christ and his diciples,
and charged them with breaking the Sabbath.

Bat Jesus knew whether he and his disciples had
braken the Sabbath or not, and he did not acknowl-
edge that they had broken it. But he reasomed
with them, and showed to them that such acts of
mercy and necessity as eating when hungry was
lawful. The Bible nowhere forbids eating on the
Sabbath when hungry. And it could be no more
sinful, or unlawful to eat corn, or wheat on that
day, than to eat bread.

When Jesus entered the synagogue, he saw a
man there which had a withered hand. The Phar-
isees asked him this question: “Is it lawful to heal
on the Sabbath-days?” This they asked that they
might accuse¢ him. Jesus answered them as fol-

lows: -
“W an shall there be among you that shall
have ondSheep, and if it fall into a pit on the Sab-

bath-day, will he not lay lrold on it and lift it out ?
How much then is a man better than a sheep 7—
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‘Wherefore it is lawful to do well he Sabbath-
days.” Then said Jesus to the man, “Stretch forth

thine hand.” And he stretched it forth, and it was

restored whole, like as the other. The Pharisees

were angry, and held a council against Jesus, how
®hey might destroy him.

Christ said it was lawful to do well on the Sab-
bath-days. Not contrary to the Sabbathlaw ; but
such well-doing as to relieve the distress of man or
beast on that day was right, was according to the
Sabbath law, which is the fourth commandment.
Jesus and his disciples did not break the Sabbath.
The wicked Pharisces said that their acts were not
lawful ; but Christ pronounced them lawful. Those
who say that Christ broke the Sabbath, are on the
side with the Pharisces who wished to destroy
Christ. And those who say that all his acts were
lawful, and that he did not break the Sabbath, are
on the side of Christ.

Again, Jesus says, as recorded in John xv, 10,
“1If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in

ove, even as I have kept my Father’s comand-
ments, and abide in his love.” 1If Jesus had not
kept the Sabbath, then he broke the fourth com-
,mandment. But he says that he kept them, and
it is sinful to doubt his word.

NUMBER XII.

The twenty-sixth chapter of Matthew gives the
account of Jesus eating the passover with his dis-
ciples. And as they ate, he said to them, # Veril
I say unto you, that one of you shall betray
The disciples were all very sorrowful. But
das, one of the twelve, had covenanted with
chief priests to betray Jesus for thirty picces of
silver. That was indeed a sorrowful night. Said
Jesus, while in Gethsemane, as he began to be sor-
rowful and very heavy, “ My soul is exceeding sor-
rowful, even unto death.” He felt the sins of ‘the
whole world upon him. '

.

1e dear Saviour fell on his face and pray
saying, “ O my Father, if it be possible, let this cu
pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as
thou wilt.” This prayer he offered three times.—
He then said to his disciples, who had heen sleep-

ing, “ Risg let us be going; behold, he is at hand
that doth Bétray me.”

And while he thus spoke, Judas, one of the twelve
came, and with him a great multitude, with swords
and staves. Judas lhud given this multitude the
sign of a kiss by which they might know who Je-
sus was.

‘And he came to Jesus, and said, ¥ Hail, Master,”
and kigsed him, and the multitude laid. hands on
the precious Saviour, and took him.

One that was with Jesus, drew a sword and cut
off the car of the servant of the high pnest But

- -

Jesus said, ¥ Put up again thy sword into its place.”
IIe could pray to his Father, and he would send
him more than twelve legions of angels to defend
him.  But the scriptures of the prophets, relating
to his death, must be fulfilled. They led Jesus
away to Cumphas the high priest, where the scribes
and clders were assembled.

Then was fulfilled the following words of the
prophecy of Isaiah, relative to the Lamb of God.

“He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth : he is brought as a lamb to
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers,
is dumnb, so he opened not his mouth.” Isa.liii, 7.

NUMBER X111.

The chief priests and elders sought false witness
against Jesus, to put him to death, and finally two
false witnesses were found.  They spit in his face,
and smote him with the palms of their hands, and
made derision of the Lord of life and glory.

The next morning [ Read Matt. xxvii] they bound
Jesus, and led him away, and dclivered him to
Pontius Pilate, the governor. Poor Judas, who
had betrayed the Lord, when he saw that Jesus
was condemned to die, brought the thirty picces of
silver to the chief pricsts and elders, which he re-
ceived for betraying him, and cast it down in)thc
temple, and went and hung himself. When Jesns
was accused, he answered nothing. At this, Pilate
marvelled greatly.

At the feast it was customary for tl
to release a prisoner. They then ha;

¢ His crime was sedition
And when Rildte
sked the people whic release unto them,
Barabbas or Christ, the f priests and elders

persuaded the mul'dc ask for Baws and

destroy Christ.
Then the soldiers of the governor mokﬂesus in-

to the common hall, and ga around him the
band® of soldiers. n stripped him,
put on him a scarle They platted a

rown of thorns, and put it upon hlS head, and put
a reed in his hand and bowed the knee before him,
mocking him, saying, “ Hail, King of the Jews ["—
They also spit upon him, nnd took the reed and
smote the Lamb of God on his head.

After they had mocked him, they took off the

and murde uk

s | scarlet robe, and put his own raiment on, and led

the dear Saviour away to crucify him. They com-
pelled Simon of Cyrene to bear the cross, and when
they came to Golgotha, they gave Jesus! vinegar
mingled with gall to drink. O, what treatment
the precious Saviour received !

They then nailed his hands and feet to the cross,
then raising the cross, with Jesus nailed to it, and
thrust it into a hole dug in the ground with such
force, as to dreadfully tear the flesh of hm pre-
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cious hands and feet. There were two thieves
crucified with him, one on the right hand and an-
other on the left. Over his head hislaccusation
was written :

THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS,
And they that passed by, reviled him, wagging
their heads, and said to him, “If thou be the Son
of God, come down from the cross.”

It was the third hour of the day [or nine o’clock
in the forenoon] when Jesus was nailed to the cross.
Read Mark xv, 25. And from the sixth hour,
[twelve o’clock,] there was darkness over all the
land, until the ninth hout, [three o’clock in the af-
ternoon.] And about the ninth hour, Jesus eried,
“Tt is finished,” and bowed his head and died.—
Six dreadful hours he hung upon the cross.

In the next INsTRUCTOR we design to mention
his burial, resurrection, ascension, nml his return to
this world again.

—————.
THE CHILD'S WISH.

BY H.O0. N

I roxe to enter heaven,
And with the angels dwell;
And there behold my Saviour,
His loving kindness tell.
This earth is dark and dreary,
I see but little light ;
The-things that once seemed lovely,
Are fading from my sight.

I'm very sad and lonely ;
I'm very sad and lone,

For trials deep and cutting,

I wish to be kept ?.
Through gmco I'll overcome ;
Till Jesus robed in splendor,

On Canaan’s happy land.
Rochester, N. Y.

COMMUNICATIONS.

Dear Younc Friexps :—When young I felt
the need of the Saviour, and was about eleven years
old when I first rejoiced in his love. Previous to
that time I had conviction of sin. I ean recollect
when very young, of feeling the necessity of having
my sins forgivenand washed away, least I should
be for ever miserable.

Thad praying parents, who felt great anxiety for
the welfare of there children. T remember of try-
ing to appear perfectly indifferent before them, for

fear they \would think I was under conviction,

D D P

“hlch bore an ac hcmt and night and day
was tmub]e&mw death might come upon me
while in sin.  When thunder-storms would arise,
0, what dreadful suffering I passed through in my
mind. Nights [ would often awake and cry, not
daring to close my eyes in sleep, for fear the

Jjudgment might come, or the lightning kill me, and

[ be lost forever.

Children, if any of you are without a hope in
Christ, and you fear or tremble when any storm
shall now arise, ask yourselves this question: If T
fear now, how shall I stand in the greatand dread-
ful day of Ged’'s wrath 2 None of the wicked can
escape then. There will not be an hour, a moment
lent you then to get prepared for that dreadful day.

You will then witness, not mearly rain, light-
ning and thunder; but every island will flee away,
and the mountaing will not be found.

“ And there fell upon men great hail out of heav-
en, every stone about the weight ol a talent.”’—
Rev. xvi, 21. The storm of God’s wrath is soon
coming upon a guilty world, and can you

endure
the thought of coming up to such a scene wit}#‘
hope in (God, and feeling that his withering frown
isupon you? If youwant a shelter, you must seek
it now, and then you will be hid when the fierce-
anger of the Lord shall come.

I remember of often hearing my mother pray for
us; one night in particular after [ had retired. I
shall never forget that earnest prayer for her un-
converted children.
sed, as she wrestled with God for us. I never
1 forget these words which kept in my mind

and night. “0! Will they wade throngh so
Jnany prayers, to destruction and misery.” As I
looked the matter over, thoughts would rush into
my mind like this: The saints, and especially my
parents, desire to save me from destruction, and
yet T am so unthinking and cruecl.as to wade
throueh their prayers, or drive off’ conviction that

upon me, and by my heedless co

ainly show that I choose death rather than e

Dear children, if you have praying parents, prize
their prayers, heed their instructions, and remember
that you will have-to give an account for the privi-
leges you now enjoy. All heaven is interested in
your salvation. God has given his o beloved
Son to die for your transgressions, angel§ are watch-
ing over you, and are trying to turn your attention
to God, to seck your soul’s salvation. Christians
are interested for you, and labor and pray for you.
Your parents, who have watched over you all your
life, if they are Christians, are deeply interested for
you. They bear your case to the throne, and ear-
nestly plead for God to spare you, to not cut you
off in sin, and you be lost forever. Their’ nchmg
hearts will find no rest until they see you followers
of the meek and lowly Saviour. And will you

She appeared to be much dis- .
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steel your hearts to all their prayers offered for
you? Will you not be interested in your own
soul’s salvation ? Will you think it brave (as I
once thought) to appear unconcerned and thought-
less, as though you disregarded a mothers tears and
prayers? O, will you “wade through so. many
prayers to destruction and misery 7. -When all
are willing to help you, will you not help your-

selves ? ]
I now have a mother’s feeling of strong attach-

ment and love for my children, and have often
wished that I had my youthful days to live over
again. 0. how careful I would be of my parents
feelings. 1 would love to obey them. I would
open my whole soul to my anxious parents, and
not do as I once did.

If I was reading my Bible, and my parents would
be coming into the room, I would hide it for shame.
Children, if there is any one entitled to your con-
fidence, it is your dear parents who have spent so
many anxious hours for you in your infancy, and
all your life, have watched over you, and loved you
as none but a parent can love.

In 1839, that faithful servant of the Lord, Wm.
Miller, visited Portland Me., and gave a course of
Lectures on the second coming of Christ. This had
a great affect upon me. I knew that I must be lost:
if Christ should come, and I be found as I then was.
At times I was greatly distressed as to my situa-
tion. But it was hard for me to give entirely up
to the Lord. I knew that if I professed religion 1
must be a whole christian, and viewed it so great a
thing to be a christian, that I feared I never should
be one, if I professed religion. So I remained, suf-
fering distress and anguish of spirit, some months.

My parents were Methodists. I generally at-
tended meeting with them ; and at a camp-meeting
held in Buxton, Me., which all the family attended,
I resolved to give myself unreservedly to the Lord.
I commenced there to seek the Lord with all my
heart, and could not be satisfied with anything short
of pure religion. My mind was in great distress
some weeks. At a prayer-meeting I found relief.
0, how sweet was peace of mind. Every thing
seemed changed.

I then felt no disposition to dress like the world,
but wished tbe plain in my dress, sober, and watch-
ful, and put a¥ay all light and trifling conversation.

The minister spoke to me about | baptized.
1 told him that I could not be baptiz en, that T
wished to see if I could endure the trials a christian
would have to: endure, before moving forward in
such a solemn ordinance.

‘When twelve years old, I wished to be immersed.
The minister reluctantly consented te go into the
water. He chose to sprinkle the candidates. It
was a very windy day. The waves ran high, and
dashed upon the shore; but I felt perfectly calm.

21
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My peace was like a river; and when I arose out
of the water, my strength was nearly gone, for the
power of God rested upon me, and my soul was
filled to overflowing with his love. Such a rich
blessing T rievef experienced before. T felt dead to
the world, and that my sins were all washed away.

The same day a sister and myself were taken into
the church. ~I'felt calm and happy, till I looked at
the sister by my side, and saw gold rings on her
fingers, and Jarge gold ear-rings in her cars. Her
bonnet was filled with artificial flowers, and was
trimmed with costly ribbon, which was filled with
bows upon her bonnet. My heart felt sad. I ex-
pected every moment that a reproof would come
from the minister; but none came. He took us
both into the church. My reflections were as fol-
lows: This is my sister, must T pattern after her ?
Must I dress like her 7 Ifit is right for her to dress
s0, it is right for me. I remembered what the Bi-
ble said about adorning the body. [1 Tim.ii, 9, 10.]
For some time I was in"deep trial, and finally con-
cluded that if it was so sinful as T had thought it
to be to dress like the world, those whom I looked
up to as being devoted christians, and older in ex-
perience than myself, would feel it, and would deal
plainly with those who thus went contrary to God’s
word. But I knew that I must be plain in my
dress. I believed it to be wicked to think so much
of appearance, to decorate our poor mortal bodies
with flowers and gold. It seemed to me that we
bad better be humbling ourselves in the dustj for
our sins and transgressions were so great that God
gave his only beloved Son to die for us.

I did not feel satisfled with -what I enjoyed. I

longed to be sanctified to God; but sanctification
was preached in such a manner that I could not
understand it, and thought that I never could attain
to it, and settled down with my present enjoyment.

In 1841, Wm. Miller gave another course of Lec-
tures in Portland. I attended them, and felt that
I was not ready for Christ’s coming ; and when the
invitation was given for those who desired prayers

to come forward, I pressed through the crowd, and

in taking up this cross found some relief.

I continued to plead with God for pure religion,
and soon the cross of praying in a public meeting
was presented before me. I was not humble enough
to obey the Lord in this duty, fearing that if T at-
tempted to pray, I could not, or my prayer would
be very broken. Despair fastened upon me, and I
was held in darkness three weeks. The suffering
of my mind was great. O, how precious did the
hope of a christian look to me then. And how
wretched the case of the sinner, without a hope in
Christ. :

1 found no relief until I made up my mind to

obey the Lord, and take up the cross before me.—"

I attended a prayer-meeting, and, for the first time,
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prayed vocally My burdencd spmt found reluf
at every word L spoke, until T was perfectly free
and happy. Light from the Lord shone into my
heart. —\ e

I was then free from pride. ~All that T desired
to live for, was to glorify God, and him only did 1
wish to serve. All pride of dress was gone. The
sacrifice that Christ had made to save me from sin,
Jooked very great, and I could not dwell upon it
without weeping.

My health had been feeble for years, and often
suffered great distress of body. But 1 could now
bear it all cheerfully. I felt that my will was
wholly swallowed up in the will of God.

Often I could not sleep, I was so thankful that
God had blessed me, and given me a good hope
through Jesus Christ. [ felt a longing of soul for
the image of Christ to be reflected in me. Since
that time I have had no desire to mingle with the
world.

Dear children, you can be wholly conscerated to
God, and rejoice in a full and free salvation. You
must first give yourselves unreservedly to him.—
Do not think that your state is good enough, and
make no effort to get nearer to God. Unless you
overcome pride of dress, pride of heart, love of self
allanger and every evil passion, God will not own
you as his, and will not receive you to himself at
his appearing. You can be overcomers. Go to
God daily for strength, and every day overcome.
‘When temptations arise, do not let them get the
victory over you; but you must get the victory
over them ; and then you will feel the sweet assur-
ance that God loves you. Be humble, be watchful
and prayerful. Look to Jesus; he is your pattern.
Strive to have your lives as much like his as possi-
ble. Do not rest satisfied until you know that you
love God with all your heart, and that his will is
your will.

Keep his commandments holy. Do not speak
your own words on the holy Sabbath, but’talk of
heavenly things. Talk of Jesus, his loveliness and
.glory, and of his undying love for you, and let your
; heart flow out in love and gratitude to him, who
g died to save you. O, get ready to meet your Lord

in peace. Those who are ready will soon reccive
" an unfading crown of life, and will dwell foréver in

the kingdom of God, with Christ, with angels, and
with those who have been redecmed by the precious
blood of Christ.
L. G. Warre.
% Racester, November, 1852.
§
§
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Dear Bro. WaiTE:—I do feel to thank and
praise the name of the Lord, that he has ever shown
me the truth, and has enabled me to come out from
‘the world, and keep the commandments of God.

1t is but threec months since I made up my mind
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‘was denied.

T

e e ¢

that, by the gmce of Gml [ would keep all the °
commandments of God, let what will come. T have |
to pass throngh a great many trials ; but T trust
in God, and pray that he will give me strength to
resist all the temptations of Satan.

I saw a notice in the Review and Herald about
four wecks ago, that No. 2 of the Instructor is out; ¢
but have not received it yet. I should be glad to ¢

¢
receive a Number as soon as possible. 2 .

S. M. Bauper.
We will send again.—Ep.]

Yours in hope,
[1t was sent.

Dear Youna Frienps :—In the last Instructor
[ mentioned a little of all the Lord has done for
your temporal comfort, for your health and enjoy-
ment. I will now tell you something of the far
greater manifestation of God’s love to you, in what
he has done for your spiritual good, for your eter-
nal happiness.

You have heard the sad story, pcrhnps many
times, of man’s disobedience, and dreadful fall.—
How by that disobedience, he lost the favors of
his Maker. For him, not one ray of hope remained,
but only darkness and eternal banishment. God
pitied him in his lost, undone condition. A ray of
hope forlnm gleamed dimly through a promise, which
faintly shadowed forth a Savi iour, who should come
aud snffer here the just penalty of that sin, which
was death. Time rolled on and the promised Sa-
viourcame. He first appeared a babe in Bethlehem.
His cradle was & manger. Although he was adored
by angels, a softer bed than this the Lord of glory
And although he rested en a couch so
mean, angels bore the glad tidings of ‘his birth.—
The morning stars sang together, and all the heav-
enly host praised God, and sung glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peate, good will toward
men. The great men of this world refused him a
comfortable home; yet God and holy angels ac-
knowledge him the Saviour of the world.

Are you sometimes deprived of worldly gratifica-
tions, in consequence of your parents having become
true followers of the meck and lowly Jesus, because
the principles of Christ will not allow them to heap
up the treasures of this world? And do you some- |
times feel to murmer or repine at this? Remember, |

¢
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he left 2 world of perfect happiness, ﬁ and glory |
for you. u sometimes have to'bear the scoffs |
and bit#ﬁmhcs of the world,in consequence
of yourMumble situation? Look at the Saviour.
Did he not suffer hunger, thirst. cold, and without ;
a home, )cﬂﬁo extremely destitute,that even birds |
and foxes were better off in point gx_wprldly com- |
fort than himsel{?

Now stop, young friends, and think. Did you
eyer siiffer ile'the Saviour? I think you are com-
pelled toanawer,_\o Youare now children. Some of
you may he.ﬁv&some ten years of age. Because
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you are children, and think you can do but little
for the Lord, this is no reason why you should be
without his kind regard. But it is the very reason
why he should regard your feelings, and sympathize
with, and pity you in trouble. For Jesus was once
a child.

Now have .you one fear remaining that Jesus will
forget, or overlook you,on the ground that you are
young, and feel unworthy of his notice? No, no;
I think you can have none.  Always bear in mind
that Jesus was once a child, and that he loves you.
Stop now, and retlect. Review the few by-gone
days which have made up the period of your brief
existence. Does not a still soft voice within your
bosoms whisper, then, back there, yon felt. you ac-
ted wrong. Here, you have spoken wrong. There
your parents were disobeyed. Well, listen to this
monitor, it speaks but what is true. Follow it, for
it will lead you soon to Jesus’ feet.  There tell him
all you have ever done that is wrong. Ask him
for his own sweet Spirit to make yon like himself.
There leave your sins. His blood will cleanse from
every stain, and you will be forgiven.

Now do others laugh becanse you love Jesus, and
delight to do his will, and are striving to obey every
word of God? Jesus came to do his Father’s will,
for that he suiiered all the scoffs and shame that
could be heaped upon him. And on that night in
which he was betrayed, while suffering in the gar-
den of Gethsemane, his agony was such that he sweat
great drops of blood, and prayed earnestly, say ing,
“Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from
me; nevertheless, not my will, but thine be done.”

Then Jesus has prayed, has wept, and has keen-
ly felt the derision of the world. He has felt weary
and lonely. His friends all forsook him. Some-
times he was out in Mount Olivet all night in prayer.
He was distressed with darkness and temptations,
and when he was in such agony in the garden, he
was oppressed with the sins of the whole world.
And to finish his great suffering, he was betrayed
with a kiss by one of his professed disciples, and
delivered into the hands of wicked men, and cruci-
fied between two thieves. His feet and hands were
nailed to the cr@ss. There he howed his patient,
suffering head, which they had wounded with a
crown of thorns, groaned and died.

Now ask yourselfagain, Did you ever suffer any
thing forhim? You answer, No; and you answer
well, for none of us have ever suffered ag the Saviour
has for us. Remember this, that Jesus suffered
such great agony that he cried out for anguish, and
the carth quaked, and the sun became darken-
ed, the rocks rent, and graves opened. And even
then he thought o pray for those wicked men by
whom he was crucified. He prayed; “Father for-
give them.”

\ow 1 u~1\ “h\ was all thls’? Whv dld Jesus
thus take our natures, our mﬁrmltxeq our SOrrows,
and suffer the consequence of our sin? 1t was be-
canse-he so loved us, and all the world, that he thus
suffered. Tle knew that God’s law could not be
broken, or God’s plan save man in sin. e
thercfore pitied our awful state, doomed as we then
were to suffer death, the just penalty for sin. He
knew that we must die. Ile came, suffered, bore
onr sins and died instead of us, that we might look
to him as our deliverer, and through faith in him, be
washed from all our sins in his own precious blood.

Now do you not love this kind, this lovely Jesus?
Then give him your hearts, and seck to be guided
by his blessed Spirit.  You will always be subject
to temptations, for the great enemy of our souls is
secking to destroy you. You may at times be
tempted to give way to wrong feelings, and to do
wrong ; but for all thig, do not feel dlscuuragul -
You are to overcome cvil. If*there was not a dis-
position in us that would lead us to do wrong, we
should have nothing to overcome. Then if we do
err, through the weakness of our natures, we will
repent and pray God to forgive us, and enable us
by his grace, to do better. God has said, “If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse usfrom all unrighteousness.”
* And if any man sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”

Now have you not read enough of God’s good-
ness, to prove beyond a doubt his infinite love for
you? Then let your soul be drawn by it, to love
him in return ; and unite with the sweet singer of
Israel, in saying, “ Whom have I in heaven but
thee; and there is none upon earth that I desire
besides thee.”  And praise him who hath died to
redeem you to God by his own blood, who hath
ascended into heaven, there to plead before his Fath-
er for you, and to prepare mansions for you. And
hath promised that he will return again and take
you to himself.  Then he will carry the lambs of
his flock in his bosom, and lead them by still waters
and green pastures of eternul life. Fear not, child-
ren. greater is he that is in you, if Christ is formed
within you the hope of glory, than he that is in the
world.

May what has been thus humbly offered as a
tribute of love, full like seed upon good ground, be
watered by the gentle dews of heaven, and bear
fruit for the garner of God.
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Evmira O. Davis.
Fairhaven, Mass.

e ——
WanTED—Many short, choice articles for the
INSTRUCTOR, original or selected. Those who will
forward such to us, will confer a favor, and add to
the interest of the paper. With the press of oth-
er duties, we are not able to do all for the In-
sTRUCTOR that we wish to. The friends should help.
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QUESTIONS FOR SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS.

LESSON IX.

* WHAT was noticed in Lesson No:wviit2 - Where was the
infant Saviour when Herod slew so many children? What
scripture was then fulfilled? Repeat the prophecy of Jer.
xxxi, 15—17. What else does this prophecy foretell besides
the destruction of those little children? Where will those
children dwell safely after they are reised? Who will
there embrace them ngain? What will those little martyrs
never be subject to again? Where did the parents of Jesus
go every year? How old was Jesus when he tarried be-
hind as his parents returned? How far had they gone be-
fore they missed him? Where did they find him? What
was he doing? What did his mother say to him? What
did Jesus say? What did they not know? Where did
Jesus then go? What should his obedience to his parents
teach you?

LESSON X.

¢ WHo was sent before Christ to prepare the way before
him? Where is the account of John the Baptist? Where
is the prophecy, foretelling John's preaching repentance,
&c.? Repeat it. What of his dress and living? What
was his raiment made of? What was his meat? Who
were baptized of him? Who then came from Galilee to be
baptized of John? What did John say? What did Jesus
say? What descended upen Jesus in bodily shape?—
‘What did the voice from heaven say? Where was Jesus
immediately led? When you are tempted, what should
you remember? How old was Jesus when he began to
preach? What did he say to Simon and Andrew? What
does this mean? Who else’did he sce? What did they
do? What did Jesus then do?

LESSONKXI.

'WHERE wore Jesus and his disciples going on the Sab-
bath? What did they pass through? What did the dis-
ciples do? Why did they eat the corn, or the wheat?7—
‘What did the Pharisees charge them with? What did Je-
sus show them? What did Jesus see in the synagogue?
‘What did the Pharisees ask him? Why did they ask this
question? Repeat the answer of Jesus in Matt. xii, 11, 12.
What is such well-doing as to relieve the distress of man
or beast according to? What did the wicked Pharisees
say of Christ’s acts on the Sabbath? What did Christ pro-
nounce them to be? On whoze side are those who say that
Christ broke the Sabbath? On whose sido are those who
say that all his acts were lawful? What does Jesus say
in John xv, 10?

LESSON XII.

WHERE is the account of Jesus eating the passover 7—
What did he say to his disciples? How did they then
feel? What had Judas done? What did Jesus say in
Gethsemane? Whatdid he there feel? What did he then
do? Repeat his prayer. How many times did he offer
this prayer? What did he then say to his disciples? Who
then came with Judns? What sign had Judas given this
multitude? What did Judas then say and do to Jesus?—
What did the multitude then do? What did one that was
with Jesus do? What did Jesus say to him? Whabeould"
his Father send to defend him? But what must be fuls
filled? Whero did they lead Jesus? Repeat the words
of the prophecy of Isaiah that were then fulfilled ?
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LESSON XII1.

Waart did the chief priests and olders seck, to put Christ
to death? What did they do to the Lord of life and glory ?
What did they do to Jesus the mext morning? What did
Judas then do? What was it customary for the goyernor
to do at the feast? What notable prisoner had they 72—
What was his crime ? What did Pilate ask the people?
Which did they choose? Where did the soldiers then take
Jesus? What did they there do to him? What did they
say to Jesus as they mocked him? What did they also do
to him ? Who did they compel to bear his cross? What
did they give him to drink in Golgotba? What did they
then do to him? Whe was crucified on either hand of Je-
sus? What did those who passed by say to him? What
time is the third hour of the day? What time is the sixth
hour? The ninth? What did Jesus do at the ninth hour ?

How long did he suffer on the cross?
————i—
To our Young Readers.

I~ the last INsTrRUcTOR We stated as follows: ** Our
young friends are invited to write for the INsTRUCTOR.—
Communications from them, relative to their experiences,
hopes, joys, and determinations to serve the Lord; also,
good advice and exhortations to their young friends, will
be acceptable’” We have been disappointed in not re-
ceiving letters from our young readers. This has been one
reason of the delay of this number.

Dear young readers, many of you write good letters to
your young friends, which would interest and benefit hun-
dreds offiyour fellow youth, if written for the INsTRUCTOR.
Do not let pride hinder you from telling, through the me-
dium of your little Paper, what the Lord has done, and is
still doing for you.

We hope to be able to issue the INsTEwcTOR regularly,
on the first of each month.

S e

Z& We still have on hand several hundreds of Nos.
1 and 2 of the INsTRUcTOR, which we are very anxious
should be circulated. We are satisfied that this little
sheet can be made a great blessing to the youth. We will
send ten copies to one address for $2, paid now, or with-
in three months. To the worthy poor, witkout pay.
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Reecoipts. |

8. and E. Sparks, M. Leadbeater, L. C. Young, F. Blinn,
C. Potter, H. B. Simons, J. W. Flanders, F. A. Thompson,
C. E Champlin, W. G. Sheffield, A. R. Mott, T. T. Wheel-
er, M. Conklin, Mrs. A. Slayton, H. McWithy, E. Smith,
M. L. Wyllys, E. 8. Malthy, E. J. Drummond, M. Aderton,
C. A. Lyon, M E. Tozer, H. H. Paine, M. J. Lopar, each
25 ets. .

M. Southwick, Sr. S. Smith, 0. A.Seely, 0. A. Wheeler,
Sr. Platt, E. A. Poole, each 50 ets.

P. Lampsop, 77 cents; L. Leach, 8.

& There was 81 incorrectly receipted to J. G. Foy in
No. 2. There should have been 50 cents credited to him,

and 50 cents to A. Curtis.

THE YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR

IS PUBLISHED, MONTHLY
BY JAMES WHITE,
At the Advent Roview and Sabbath Herald Office.

Its object is, to teach the young the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus, and thereby help them to a
correct understanding of the Holy Scriptures.

12 Nos., 25 cents.

of
R?Addm(ﬁwid,) James White, Editor of

Review and Hera chester, N. Y.
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TERMS—In advance, or within three months—for a Vol.
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